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S YOUNG Ä 
In TWO VOLUMES. 


By WILLIAM DODD, LL. D. 
Prebendary of Brecon, and Chaplain in Ordinary to 
His MAI EST x. 


Quod munus reipublice afferre majus meliuſve poſ- 
ſumus, quam ſi docemus, atque erudimus juventutem? 
his præſertim moribus, atque temporibus, quibus ita 
prolapſa eſt, ut omnium opibus refrenanda at coërcen- 
da eſt. Nec vero id effici poſſe confido, quod ne poſ- 
tulandum quidem eſt, ut omſſes adoleſcentes ſe ad hæc 
ſtudia cocvertant. Pauci utinam !—quorum tamen in 
republica late patere poterit induſtria, 
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PHILIP STANHOPE, 
AND 


CHARLES ERNST, Efqr:.. 


A length, my dear young Friends, 

: my promiſe is fulfilled, and I pay 

= my reſpects to you in Dedication ; not 
with any purpoſe to flatter or to court 

vou: you Know me too well to ſuſpect 
the former; and I am too thoroughly 
= ſatisfied. of” your eſteem and . affection, . 
to need the latter. But from the time 
= that I determined to publiſh. theſe Ser- 
mons, vou, who were ſo frequently in my 


view and in my heart, when I compoſed 


| 1 them;.yov, who were the pleaſing wit- 
Þ neſſes to my writing and preaching the 
greater part of them; you were cho- 
ſen, you may remember, the patrons and 

roses of them: or rather, they were 


Ax: deſtined: 


FE DEDICATION. 


deſtined to become your conſtant and. 
filent Monitors, when no longer in a 
ſituation to hear the friendly counſels. 
and remonſtrances of him, who loves 
You.---As ſuch ] deliver thee i into your 


hands, with my moft hearty prayers, 


that they may prove effectual to remind 
you of the firſt and greateſt of all duties; 
to ſtimulate you to every worthy and 
laudable action; and to be a kind of 
pledge from me to ſociety, of that fu- 
ture uſefulneſs and honour, which E 
have ſo often augured from your early 


virtues and improvements. 


Andallow me, my dear young Friends, 
to ſay, that thoſe virtues and improve- 
ments are no more than the reaſonable 
expectation, the juſt demand of that 
care and culture, which you have ſo 
fortunately enjoyed. Happy, peculiar- 
ly happy, as in a variety of other in- 
ſtances, ſo in Lord CHESTERTIELD's 
elpecial attention; whieh, though im- 
mediately directed to the good of one, 
hath happily proved of mutual benefit 


to both. 
 Anxions to form the Heir of his houſe 


and hopes, to e NN 
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DEDICATION. wi 


my dear Mr. STanmoee, that great and 
good man, with more than parental 
tendernefs, hath ſupplied you with 
every means of literary and moral im- 
provement. While from his own in- 
comparable pen you have received in- 
eſtimable inſtructions in that art, which 
no man better underſtands, or is more 
capable to teach, than himſelf ,. The 
art of pleaſing,” An art, next to the 
higher and eſſential duties, of prime con- 
fequence in life; and that, in which þ 
hope you will excell no leſs than your 
illuſtrious predeceſſor. His written leſ- 
ſons are before you: You will preſerve: 
them as laſting monuments of his. re- 
gard: but I truſt, they will be preſerved 
ſtill more faithfully on the tables of 
your heart, and be thence tranſcribed: 
into a life and manners, ornamental to- 
that diſtingurſhed' title which you are 
one day to bear. | 
| However, neither this, or any other 

= < Art” will avail to give true dignity 
to the character, or ſolid peace to the 
mind, without an attention to the laws 
of xELIGtoN. It has been my care to- 
=X preſs this intereſting topic in the vo- 
i lumes 


will DEDICATI ON. 


lames now: before you; I cannot deny 
that the thought of this publication was 
ſuggeſted: by the“ Sermons to Young 
Women; whoſe ingenious Author 
certainly deſerves great praiſe from the 
public, for his well judged and well ex- 
ecuted deſign. I te not attempted 
to imitate his manner, for you know 
my opinion on the ſubject of Imitation 
Every man certainly ſhould be left to 
his own mode. That of the Author 
of the Sermons to young Women, is. 
peculiarly his own; and they would 
Hazard much, in my mind, who ſhould 
attempt to copy it. Beſides, there is a 
wide difference between Sermons com- 
poſed for the preſs, and for the pulpit: 
Mine were written principally for the 
latter; many of them long before the 
ublication of the Sermons to young 
omen; for I always-thought-a- pecu- 

liar attention due to the younger part 
of my congregation. But on reading 
thoſe Sermons; it occurred tome, that 
a ſet of plain practical Diſconrſcs to 
Young Men; might be uſeful and ac- 
ceptable. I collected therefore, and re- 
_ What I had before written; and 
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ſupplying what was neceſſary tocomplete 
my plan, here, my young Friends, I 
commit them to the world, under your 
protection and patronage. Conſcious of 
the rectitude of my purpoſe, and of my 
ſincere wiſhes to promote the cauſe of 
virtue and piety, I feel no ſollicitude 
reſpecting their reception ; ; but, with 
our favourite ROMAN, in the title page, 
3 ſhall always think I act a proper part, 
by applying my little abilities to the in- 
ſtruction and improvement of our 
= youth, in duties of the greateſt OT 
to themſelves and others. 

= Every virtuous youth formed for the 
public is a bleſſing to it; the more va- 
8 luable, as the ſphere of his action is 
more elevated and extenſive. Let me 
flatter myſelf then, my dear young 
x Friends, that abatever may be the fruits 
f my written labours, ſociety will have 
cauſe to applaud thoſe labours with re- 
i Ppect to You ; that, fraught with every 
218 2 oble ſentiment, you will, the one in an 
WExalted, the other, in an inferior, but it 
i nay be, not leſs uſeful ſtation, endea- 
F Four to excel and ſhineforth, as friends to 
* T pankind ! Friends to each other, I per- 
4 ſuade 


1 


, * 
1 


* DEDICATION: 


ſuade myſelf, you will continue through 
life: and how pleaſing and advantageous 
ſuch a Friendſhip is, you have in part 
experienced: My ſermon on the ſubject 
Thope, will be but a comment on. your 
future lives. 

Should Heaven extend my little ſpan 
to ſee thoſe lives happy and honourable; = 
excelling in virtue, abounding in repu- i 
tation; to-ſee-you:great in the public, 
and bleſt in the private ſtation; to ſee 

you what all your friends ſo ardently LI 
wiſh, and what all their care ſo juſtly , 
claims; ; I could then, with as much ſin- 
cerity and ſatisfaction as the famous 8 
believer of old, beg for a diſmiſſion from 
this world, and eloſe my eyes in peace 
and thankfulneſs. Nor ſhall I, nor ſhall 
thoſe who love you, be diſappointed of 
this hope; for you have ingenuous , 
hearts, and will never throw away or EL 
abuſs the ſingular and diſtinguiſhed ad- 
vantages, which Providence fo amply = 
provides for you.—I am, ah 
je dear young friends and pupils, MX 
with unalterable regard and affection; 1 
Vour ever faithful, 1 4 


pall-mall, and moſt ſincere friend, 
March 22d, 1771 + : 1 0 
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SERMON I. 


Introductory Diſcourſe, On the Advantages 
of Early Piety. 1 


PROVERBS viii. 17. 


T love them that Iove me : and thoſe who ſeek me 
early, ſhall find me. 


HAT the religion of Chriſt is, beyond all 
1 others, calculated to produce private and 
public felicity, no man, acquainted with that re- 
ligion, can doubt: and that, conſequently, it is 
the intereſt, as well as the duty of every indivi- 
dual, to recommend the practice of this divine re- 
ligion. Poſſibly it was never more neceſſary to do 
ſo, than at preſent; when, from cauſes too many, 
and perhaps too invidious to. enumerate, Chriſtian 
Piety grows out of faſhion, while infidelity, en- 
thuſiaſm, and immorality, triumphantly raiſe them- 
ſelves upon its. well-nigh ſubverted foundations, 
XX Theſe are in the ſame degree deſtructive to a ſtate, 


as true and rational religion is advantageous to it; 

and therefore are to be diſcountenanced in the 
ſame proportion as the latter is to be cheriſhed, en- 
couraged, and honoured. 11 

| A One of the beſt and moſt infallible methods to 


4h 


obtain this great end, is, a ſolicitous attention to 
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0 he right and early inſtruction of young minds; 
rom the neglect of which almoſt all pub and 
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Mr rivate evils proceed. Though it is pleaſing to 
8 eflect, that we have ſome ilſuſtrious examples of 
he high advantages arifing from early good im- 

+ preſhons ; 
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1 preſſions; yet is it a truth too notorious to be de- 
nied, and too important to be deſpiſed, that an 


almoſt general neglect of early and religious culti- 8 
vation prevails: And if the fountain be polluted, - 
how ſhall pure ſtreams flow from 1t ? Eh of 

In this view of things we may, with concern, 3 
obſerve the buſineſs of that writer but too much : 
done for him, who, with the moſt ſubtle hoſtility * 
againſt the religion of Chriſt, and, we may add it 
with confidence, againſt the felicity of ſtates, ex- ea, 
horts to a total neglect of religious impreſſions; MW | _ 
and, paradoxically enough, would leave the young in 


untutored mind to the blind guidance of corrupted 
nature! * A tmiſhing ſtroke, reſerved for this 
champion cf infidelity ! for, was the advice pur- 
ſued, it requires no ſagacity to diſcern whither it 
would lead ; men would ſoon be reduced to that 
wild unſocial ſtate, ſo much admired by this ſprite- 
ly, but chimerical, writer. 

It ſhould be remarked, however, that theſe ſen- 
timents are diametrically oppoſite to thoſe of the 
wiſe, in all ages and countries of the world. The 
importance of a Tight education hath abundantly 
proved itſelf by the ſolicitude of all prudent pa- 


BY rr CINE _ s 
( 
. 
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gr 
rents, and. well regulated ſtates, to give ſuch edu- = 
cation to their .children and members. Indeed, Bu: 
this hath commonly been made a criterion of their eligic 
wiſdom and policy; and the excellence of com- b fon 
monwealths hath been frequently eſtimated by dome 
their care or neglect of their youth. d pr 


And as the ſentiments of this writer thus op- MW ht + 
poſe the general opinion of mankind, ſo are they 
in direct contradiction to thoſe recommended in 
ſcripture, Moſes, in the ſtrongeſt manner, com- 


mands fathers to inſtruct their children from their tha 

earlieſt years; and in Eli we have a fearful exam- Md anc 

ple of a parental negligepgg. The wiſe Man re- Mences 
eommends that chi a e accuſtomed to '® 
See Rouſſeau's E 5 i . 85 
S tne x 


OE 


* * 
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the yoke from their infancy ; and St. Paul fre- 
uently exhorts parents to teach and admoniſh 
their children :—a practice unqueſtionably right, 
upon every idea of the human mind. For were 
that mind, what ſome would ſuppoſe, a mere ta- 
= bla ra/a upon its firſt coming into the world, a 
pure and perfect blank, without one ſingle impreſ- 
ſion; who can deny that it would be right, that 
it would be humane and wiſe, to make, in the 
= earlieſt moments, thoſe impreſſions upon it, which 
long and careful experience hath proved to be juſt 
in themſelves, and advantageous in their conſe- 
W quences ? 
= But when we are taught from divine revelation 
that this idea of the ſoul is groundleſs ; when we 
are aſſured from thence, that the human mind is 
corrupt and prone to evil, a truth to which we 
& ourſelves muſt daily bear ample teſtimony : it be- 
comes, in this view, a duty of the higheſt impor- 
tance; nay, I will add, of the tendereſt humani- 
ty, early to ſupply the infant mind with ſuch max- 
ns, as may prove a ſufficient bias to the corrup- 
tion of its nature, and enable it, through divine 
race, to continue ſtedfaſt in the practice of vir- 
Noe. = | 
But, more fully to ſet forth the importance of 
eligious and early culture, and as an Introduction 
ſome diſcourſes more eſpecially deſigned, my 
Four FRIENDS, to promote your eſtabliſhment 
nd progreſs in piety and virtue, I propoſe to ſhew, 
hat thoſe who enjoy the ſingular benefit of a 
ous education, have the greateſt probability of 
gccels and perſeverance in their courſe ; that they 
WE aflured of the divine protection and aſſiſtance z 
that many ſtriking advantages, with many 
d and durable comforts, are the certain conſe- 
ences of ſuch an education, | 


i | | B 2 I. That 


4 SERMON I. 
J. That there is the greateſt probability of ſuc- 
ceſs in heir courſe, who are early dedicated to the 
ſervice of religion, is the firſt point to be ſhewn, 
Now, it admits of no doubt, .that of two travel- 
lers, who have the fame journey to go, He is 
much more likely to accompliſh it, who, riſing 
betimes in the morning, ſets qut in all the liveli- 
neſs and vigour of his ſtretigth, than he, who 
drowſily ſleeps till noon, and in the heat and toil 
of the day can ſcarce drag his feeble feet along. 
It admits of no doubt but that He, who from a 
child hath known thoſe ſcriptures, whoſe charac- 
ter, ſuperlatively excellent beyond that of all other 
books, is, that “ they are able to make wiſe un- 
* to falvation, thro* faith which is in Jeſus 
£© Chriſt ;*—that He, who, from a child, hath 
been taught to read and to reverence, to think and 
to act by thoſe ſcriptures : it admits of no doubt, 
but that ſuch a one will be intinitely more likely 
to perſevere in the path of right, than he, who, un- 
acquainted with the wiſdom of God, is left to the 
random purſuits of an unſettled mind, and the 
ſtrong bias of corrupted paſſions. = 
Good principles and habits, early imbibed and 
formed, are of ſuch power, that they will ſcarce- 
ly permit a wide deviation from right; and their 
checks are ſo forcible and prevalent, that they can 
never be brought to a ſatisfactory acquieſcence in 
wrong. Good principles, it is true, may be for 


"0 ſome time ſuppreſſed ; but, like elaſtic bodies, al- 
li. tho* they may be kept down a while by ſuperior 
l a preſſure, yet will they be continually upon the %, 
ll. ſtruggle, till their exertion has ſurmounted every fair 
iſ weight. pre 


II. But not merely from this natural tendency To 
of early and right principles, is a probability oi 
perſeverance in virtue reaſonable ; as Chriſtians 
we have higher grounds whereon to build hopes of 

| | ſucceſs. 1 
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ſucceſs. For as no good either is or can be per- 

fected in the human mind, without almighty grace, 

ſo we have the moſt ſolid aſſurance of that divine 
aſſiſtance, when, in our early days, we carefully 

cheriſh the influences of God's holy ſpirit : and 

thus, from the morning .to the noon of life, are 
diligent to ſeek for that celeſtial gueſt, who by the 

molt ſacred promiſe hath declared, i love them 

that love me; and thoſe wv ho. ſeek me early ſhall - 
6 find men : 

Nor is this only a Promiſe ; it is the moſt con- 


*X deſcending call from the Lord of Wiſdom; invit- 


ing us to his love, by propoling to us that love, 


XX invaluable beyond conception, in return for the 
narrow and unequal tribute of our love to Him: 
I love them that love Me.“ We. well know 


how perſuaſive this motive of affection is in hu- 
man nature. Love uſually begets love; and we 


RE cannot fail to value and eſteem thoſe, who, by all 
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means in their power, teſtify their value and eſ- 
teem for us: And the great Lord of the univerſe, 
that Lord who is love itſelf, is pleaſed to declare 
= himſelf thus affected towards us: Our love to- 
& Him ſhall. be repaid, and, oh how abundantly re- 
paid! ——repaid by His love to us! We cannot, 
therefore, doubt, but that when, from the firſt - 
= dawnings of reaſon, from the firſt openings of the: 
thinking mind, we offer up all the firſt-fruits of 
our young. affections to Him; we cannot doubt, 
but that His tender love will be diſplayed towards 
us, in an eſpecial degree; that the dew of his 
WE kindly favour will foſter, and fully expand in the 
faireſt glow, the fine flower, which in its bud was 
preſented as an humble ſacrifice to Him. 
And as this promiſe of God's love to us is a. 
Wfirong argument for our perſeverance in the right 


path, ſo is it the beſt and moſt awakening encou- 
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cement of. our: love to Him, For only reflect a. 
| 7 moment, 
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moment, my young friends, what an inexpreſſi- 
ble bleſſing, what an invaluable privilege, what 
an unſpeakable comfort it is, to be loved by the 
Lord of men and angels; by the eternal King of 
heaven and earth; by the Father of mercies, and 
the Author of all good; by the Lord God Al- a 
mighty, ** who ruleth in the armies of heaven, 
< and amongſt the inhabitants of earth, and none : 
< can ſtay His hand, or ſay unto Him, what doeſt 
* Thou!” To be loved by Him, whoſe wonderous 
power created, whoſe unfathomable mercy re- 
deemed, whoſe infinite grace guides, fanctifies, 
preſerves us to be loved by Him who is eſſential W 
love, beauty, goodneſs, power! in whoſe pre- 
fence is life ; from whoſe right hand are poured 
inexhauſtible treaſures of felicity and glory! What 
can they want, what need thy fear, what may not 
they hope, who are loved by ſuch a God, and 
ſuch a Father! 

Thus, from the natural tendency of early and 
right principles, and from the certain aſſurance of 
the divine aſſiſtance and protection, there is the 
greateſt probability of their ſucceſs and perſeve- 
rance, who ſet out early in a virtuous and religi- 
ous courſe. 

III. But J am to ſhew further, that hence ariſe 
many ſtriking advantages. One of theſe, and the RW 
only one which I ſhall mention at preſent, is, that 
thus the farſt tincture is given to the mind, the 
frſt bias to the affeRions : that hereby right ha- 
bits and right principles get the firſt poſſeſſion, and 
preſerve the inclination and practice from thoſe 
warping and deſtructive cuſtoms and opinions, 
which it is difficult to bend again, and reduce to 
their original and neceſſary ſtraitneſs. The young 
twig, which, in its firſt planting, received an im- 
proper bent, muſt be carefully tended while capa- 
ble of inflection, or the tree will grow up ill-ſhap- = 
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SERMON] X 
ed and. crooked, as the twig was firſt inclined. 
We all know how ſtrong are the prepoſſeſſions 
and prejudices of education, ill prepoſſeſſions and 
unhappy prejudices; and we may be perfectly ſa- 
tisfied, that good prepoſſeſſions and prejudiees are 
equally prevalent and powerful. It is well ſaid by 
one of the ancients, The caſk long retains the 
< ſmell of the liquor with which it was firſt ſeaſon- 
© ed *.“ Indeed, an early knowledge of virtue 
and rligion, and impreſſions of a proper ſort 
made upon the mind, when the mind is moſt ſuſ- 
ceptible of. impreſſion, will ſcarce ever be eraſed ; 
but rather will continue to ſtrengthen and improve, 
as the mind improves and ſtrengthens, and to pro- 
duce all thoſe. happy conſequences, which are the: 
fruit of pure and undefiled religion. 

The mind of man is ſo active, and unhappily, 
through the corruption of our nature, ſo prone to 
evil, that, there is no doubt, evil propenſities, 
like tares, will plentifully ſpring up, and evil prac- 
XX tices neceſſarily follow, where virtuous and religi- 

cus culture is neglected. For the mind of. man, 
nin ſome degree, reſembles that earth, which, af- 
ter his fall, he was deftined with labour to- culti- 
vate; and which muſt. be carefully attended to, 
diligently cleanſed from weeds, properly planted: 
and ſown, if we defire a rich and plentiful pro- 
duce: but if neglected, noxious weeds will ſpring 
FRE Up, choke the ground, and render it at once un- 
pleaſant and unprofitable. So, neglect the culture. 
gol the human mind, and it will atiuredly>produce: 
a plentiful crop of - vices, unpleaſant and. unprofit-- 
„able: And how. hard a taſk will it be; nay, if to 
divine grace all things were not ꝓoſſible, we might 
: - ay, how 1mpoſ/ible a taſk ! to root out and ſubdue: 


4 Quo ſemel eſt imbuta recens, ſervabit odorem 
= Jet diu — Horacr, 
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this overſpreading harveſt of evil! How difficult 
it is to gain the ſuperiority over habits and cuſtoms, 
even in the moſt trifling matters, no man is igno- 
rant ; but to ſubdue habits which have long lived 


with us, and gained our approbation ; habits of 


vice, to which ſenſual affections have annexed 
pleaſure in the gratification; totally to alter our 
conduct; to pluck out the right eye of a darling 


Juſt, to cut off the right hand of a profitable ſin, 


oh, how arduous, how painful! Yet, if we 
would be the ſervants of Chriſt, and gain the king- 
dom of heaven, this is our indiſpenſable duty, 
where ſuch criminal habits and vices have got the 
way. Here, then, we diſcern the unſpeakable 
advantage of early good habits and principles ; 
which, preſerving us in the road of duty, ſecure 
us from this moſt difficult, if not, in ſome caſes, 
impoſſible taſk, of correcting vicious habits, and 
amending corrupted. cuſtoms and notions, which, 
through long poſſeſſion become intimate to men 
almoſt as themſelves, Early Piety, therefore, is 
of the higheſt profit, in this ſingle view; as it 
tends fo keep us ſtedfaſt in the duty we owe to 
God, our neighbour, and ourſelves ; to make our 
ſalvation probable and eaſy, which evil habits 
render in many cafes deſperate, in every caſe dit- 
ficult, 


But not leſs comfortable than advantageous wilt 


ihe early dedication of curfelves to God be found. 
To be perfectly ſatisfied of this, let us take a brief 
view, my young friends, of the miſeries ariſing 
from the practice of vice, of the pleafures reſult- 
ing from the practice of virtue. All vice 1s, and 
ever muſt be, accompanied with uneaſineſs, pain, 
and ſorrow, for this plain reaſon; becauſe it is in 
immediate contradiction to the nature and end of 
man. Vice was, originally, no way connected 


with the human nature: man was created perfect: 
| ' hte” 
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SERMON I. 9 
mro' envy of the Tempter came death, its fore- 
runner ſin, and its attendant ſorrow. Sorrow, fin, 
and death, have from thenceforth been inſepara- 
ble companions ;: and men may as well hope to 
Xx Afnd ſatisfaction, and to ſecure happinefs to them= 

_— ſelves, by walking in the midſt of a fiery furnace, 
as by walking in the peſtilent and contagious 
= haunts of vice. If we reflect only a little further, 
that man was created for God, and that God is a 
being of infinite and unſullied purity, and there- 
fore perfectly happy, we muſt be convinced that 
vice, as being at the utmoſt diſtance from Him 
who is holineſs and happineſs, can be only pro- 
ductive of miſery. This too is equally plain from 
the immediate contrariety of vice to the health and 
the peace of human nature: diſeaſes, terrible in- 
ſort, and countleſs in number, croud the mon- 
ſter's train: diſquietude and inward diſmay, quar- 
rels, outward offences, and contentions, are her” 
never-failing attendants. But, above all, if we 
conſider not only that vice is contrary to our own - 
nature, to the nature of our God, to health, and- 
to peace, but,—ſo virulent in its nature, ſo of- 
tenſive and deep in its guilt, —that it cauſed the 
only. begotten Son of God to be put to - ſhame, 
and to die upon the croſs for a world of ſinners : 
it will appear abundantly evident, that an early 
XX dedication of. ourſelves to God, cannot fail to be 
comfortable, as preſerving: us from that miſery,. 
which is the inevitable conſequence of fin. 
But when, on the other hand, you take a view 
of the blefings and pleaſures reſulting from the 
practice of virtue and religion, you will never be 
7 unticed from the fair and bleſſed path, by any al- 
lurements of vice, by any ſeductions of evil. 
For, early initiated into the delightful road to 
75 heaven, you will find that road, the further you 
advance upon it, the more pleaſant and bliſsful. 
0 „ FW 
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The ſenſe of God's favour and love will diffufe an 

unſpeakable ſerenity over your ſouls. The con- 
| fciouſneſs that you are acting that part for which 
the All-wiſe formed and deſigned you, that you 
are travelling, ſhort-lived pilgrims, through a wil- 
derneſs of trial, to an happy Canaan of conſurs | 
mate reſt: This will fill your ſouls with conſtant 
thankſgiving and chearfulneſs; and enable you, 
with a right lowly and grateful heart, to paſs the 
time of your ſojourning here below. Your bene- 
ficent and becoming conduct, will, in a great mea- 
fure, endear you to your fellow-creatures, or at 
leaſt to ſuch as you would moſt with to be dear to, 
the virtuous and the good; and every circum- 
tance in life, will thus be rendered ealy. Is Ad- 
verſity your lot; dath the hand of heaven lie hard 
upon you, to prove your faith, and enhance your 
future reward ? your principles and due regard to 
religion, will render adverſity itſelf the ſchool of 
virtue, and enable you to ſay, with. all the humili- 
ty of child-like reſignation ; „It is the Lord, let 
him do what ſeemeth him good.” On the other 
ſide, ſhould Proſperity, from the God of all events, 
crown and attend you; ſhould greatneſs and riches 
accompany you ; the ſweets of domeſtic felicity 
furround you, and the heads of men bow down 
to you in honour and reſpect : The fame religious 
principles will ſtill prevail to guard you as well 
from this dangerous ſun- ſhine, as from the former 
chilling blaſts. They will teach you wiſely to uſe 
your proſperity; to conſider yourſelves as ſtewards 
of that God, from whom you have received all 
things, and to whom you muſt one day render up 
an account: they will protect you as well from 
elation, preſumption, and pride, in this ſtate, as 
from dejection, murmuring, and complaint in the 
former. | 
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In ſhort, the early knowledge of, and a per- 
ſevering attention to, the great truths of the gol- 
pel of Chriſt, will teach you content in every ſta- 
tion; will enable you to ſail through life with as. 
much eaſe and ſerenity, as the. unavoidable diff. 
eulties of this tranſitory ſtate will admit; will give. 
to your mind the pureſt pleaſures, and moſt ſatis- 
factory enjoyments ; will make you a comfort to 
ourſelves, a bleſſing to your friends, and above. 
all, a bleſſing and an ornament to ſociety. 

Such are ſome of the comforts, the advantages 
of Early Piety, many more. might eaſily be enu- 
merated. I muſt not however paſs over one com- 
fort, one advantage, to which I am perſuaded no 
generous or feeling heart can be inſenſible. The 
comfort, I mean, my young friends, of crowning 
the kind care of- your parents; the advantage of 
bleſſing their tender and heart-felt folicitude for 
your ſakes, Could you be ſenſible of the anxious 
thoughts, the ſleepleſs nights, the watchful days, 
which they have paſſed for you; could you be ſen- 
ſible of the bleeding fears, the affectionate hopes, 
and all the unutterable concern which throbs in 
the parental breaſt; a ſympathetick gratitude would 
fill your ſouls, and you would think it your high 
eſt happineſs, as, be ſure, it is your indiſpenſible 
duty, by every poſſible means to make them.ſome 
amends; and to ſooth the decline of- their days, 
by all the lenient aſſuaſives of filial piety and love. 
And oh ! how exquititely comfortable, how di- 
vinely pleaſing, to rock the cradle of declining 
age; to return the unſpeakable obligations of pa- 
rental care: to tend the bed of the languiſhing and 
affectionate parent; and to draw from their trem- 
bling lips, a bleſſing on the day which made them 
Parents, which gave them children to afford ſuch 
conlolation,. in the hour of greateſt need! 

| Let 
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Let the tender parent look to that hour ;—to the 
hour, when age and infirmities ſhall opprefs him; 
to the years when life begins to grow dark and 
cold; and let him conſult his own heart, whether 
then, he would be lighted, diſregarded, diſho- 
noured; would have his aged boſom torn with the 


vices and follies of his children; or would then be 


reverenced, eſteemed, conſulted, attended, and 
have a perpetual pleaſure in their wiſe and regular 
conduct, — And as he finds that heart reply, 
fo let him for the ſake of his own happineſs” 
form the minds of his children to virtue and reli- 
gion. 1 

Let him further look to thoſe children, either, 
on the one hand, as filling up their ſtations in ſo- 
ciety with honour to themſelves, and emolument 
to mankind; or, as diſgracing their birth by uſe- 
leſs, ſhameleſs, and immoral lives; a reproach to 
their family, and a nuiſance to the commonwealth: 
and for the ſake of his country,” let him care- 
fully improve the young mind, by implanting 
thoſe principles which are the only foundation of 
moral obedience. 

But let the tender parent look further til} to his 
children, as members of an eternally happy, or 
eternally miſerable ſtate: let him contemplate 
them, either as reproaching him, — amidſt the fear- 
ul torments of that doleful manſion, where peace, 
and reſt, and hope which comes to all, ſhall never 
come; — reproaching the wretched Author of their 
birth, as the cauſe of their unutterable diſtreſs, 
through his fatal neglect of their pious and early 
inftruction : Or, on the other hand, let him be- 
hold the children which God hath given him on 
earth joyiully approaching with himſelf the throne 
of glory ; while with humble confidence, he can 
thankfully preſent them, and ſay, Behold, Lord, 
of thole whom thou haſt given me, I have loſt 

| none: 


SERMON LL = 
none: carefully and early inſtructed in the duty 
which they owed to thee, and to their fellow-crea- 
tures, they perſevered faithful unto the end; and 
now Thou wilt beſtow upon them the rewards of 
everlaſting life.“ Let the parent contemplate this 
contraſt; let him conſider himſelf as the father of 
immortals, whofe eternal fate depends upon his 
diligence and early culture, and can HE want mo- 
: tives to exert every probable effort to ſave from per- 
dition, to bleſs with complete ſalvation, the chil- 
XK dren which God hath given him? 
py Every motive ſtimulates to this duty : cur own 
& happineſs, and what is dearer often to affectionate. 
parents, the happineſs of their beloved offspring! 
And not only theſe, but the happineſs alſo of ſo- 


XX ciety, which immediately depends upon the right 
cducation of youth, eſpecially of thoſe in the more 
exalted ſpheres of life. Their ſuperior ſtations, 
call them to the moſt important duties for their 


country; and from their example and authority, 
if virtuous, the higheſt bleſſings; if vicious, the 
moſt deſtructive evils muſt follow. But how 
ſhould the example of thole deſerve imitation, who 
themſelves in early Ie, have had no good exam- 

ples before them, nor been inſtructed in thoſe ſen- 
timents, which give uniformity to conduct, and 
XX to authority reſpet ? For they who are not ac- 
== cuſtomed to bear the yoke in their youth; who 
are then undiſciplin'd in the principles of piety 
and religion; who are uninſtructed in the relations 
which they bear to God, and their fellow-crea- 
XZ tures; uninſtructed in the true ſtate of their own. 
ſouls, the frailty and weakneſs of their nature in 
general; the juſtice, humanity, and benevolence 
they owe to all mankind; the certainty of that 
7 death, which levels all diſtinctions; and of that 
EE judgement, from which no earthly diſtind ion can 
2X procure a diſcharge : Such, however their Under- 
| ſtandings 
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ftandings may be improved, if their Hearts be. 


thus neglected, and left to ſtagnate on the lees of. 
depraved affections, will, certainly, not only be. 


tound a burden to ſociety, but a miſery to them- 


ſelves, and a curſe to their parents: And it will 


be fruitleſs. to. expect elevation of thought, and 
greatneſs: of action from thoſe, who neither fear 
God, reverence. themſelves, or love their fellow- 
Creatures. 

As therefore the importance of. early and right 
culture is ſo great, may God inſpire every order of 


men amongſt us with an anxious follicitude to bleſs. 


mankind, themſelves, and their children, by ai- 
fording thoſe children ſuch an education ; and may- 
His grace and aſſiſtance, crown the patriotic en- 
deavours of all, who thus eminently conſult fer 
the piety and happineſs of the ſucceeding genera- 


tion! may that generation, riſe up to honour and. 


ſerve Him: may they prove a comfort to their pa- 
rents, a bleſſing to themſelves, an ornament to. 


the community: good children, good ſubjects, 


good chriſtians, through Jeſus Chriſt, &c.. | 

=> THIS: Sermon, having been preached at 
many places, and on different occaſions, the Au- 
thor is glad of the preſent opportunity to gratify: 
the requeſt of. thoſe who have frequently.called for, 
it: But, as thoſe, wha have heard it at ſome places, 
may poſſibly. remember the Rules of Advice,” 
with which it was occaſionally concluded; and. 
may be. diſappointed, if they find them not here; 
it is thought. proper to ſubjain them inſtead of 
Anecdotes, which will be affixed to the following 
diſcourſes, in order to impreſs the ſubject of them. 
more forcibly. 5 
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Th In care, reproof, correction, and encourage- 
ment, huſband and wife ſhould act in perfect 
concert. Teach your children ſubmiſſion to 
FX << yourſelves, or you will be able to teach them 

= © nothing beſide. Remove all bad examples, far 
FX < as poſſible from their fight. Underſtand your- 

( ſelves, what you would have your children un- 
XX < derſtand : be yourſelves, what you would have 
„ your children be: do yourſelves, what you 
* would have your children practice: parents are 
the original models, after which children form 
XX << their tempers and behaviour. Gradually in- 
s; fule into the empty mind the cleareſt? and mot 

13 affecting notions of God, his omnipreſence, 
= © almighty power, his-goodnels, and over-ruling 
7 < providence, his regard to pious men, his hear- 
ing and anſwering prayer. Impreſs theſe things 
upon the tender ſpirit, and fix them by ſerip- 
c ture inſtances; as of Noah, Abraham, Joſiah, 
gs the Iſraelites paſſage through the Red Sea, their 
b being fed with manna; the deliverance of Da- 
& << niel; the three children, and the like. Let 
g them frequently hear ſerious diſcourſe upon 
6 religious, and heavenly ſubjects; they will liſt- 

ven, and catch the ſame ſpirit. Shew them the 
XZ < vanity of the world, the frailty of the body, 
c the fall and corruption of our nature, the dig- 
g nity and infinite worth of the ſoul. Shew them 
What hath been done {or that ſoul, and make 
s them acquainted with the deep riches of re- 
deeming grace. Often inculcate, that they are 
made not to live here below, but in the glorious 
XX << and eternal world above: and that they are 
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here, only to have their virtue tried and exer- 
ciſed, that they may be fit to live for ever in 
Heaven. Habituate them to ſanctify the ſab- 
bath ; to eſteem highly the word of God, to 
reverence his ordinances, and to reſpect his 
miniſters. And be careful, that, with all reli- 
gious inſtruction they imbibe a ſpirit of univer- 
fal candor, goodneſs, and charity ; as far from 
the wildneſs of enthuſiaſm, as from the nar- 
rowneſs of ſuperſtition and bigotry. Addreſs 
their underſtandings, encourage their enquiries, 
and uſe them betimes to think, and to reaſon.. 
Repreſent Vice, in its true, that is, the moſt 


odious, Virtue, in its true, that is, the moſt 
amiable colours. Eſpecially, give them a deep 
ſenſe of truth and integrity ; and an abhorrence- 


of all manner of falſehood, fraud, craft, ſub- 
terfuge, and diſſimulation, as baſe and diſho- 


nourable, and highly diſpleaſing to God. You: 
cannot cheriſh veracity too much. Never be 


ſevere for any fault they ingenuouſly acknow- 


ledge; but, while you are convincing them of. 


the wrong they have done, honour and com- 
mend them for the truth they have ſpoken. 


Give them a low opinion of ſplendor and ſhow,. 
and deceive them not into wrong thoughts of 


themſelves, by gaudy, external ornaments. 
Teach them to reverence the human nature, 


even in the pooreſt of ſpecies; ſuffer them not 
to treat any with contempt ; but cheriſh a ſpirit 


of benevolence and compaſhon, gentleneſs 


and modeſty. Check a pert, bold, forward 


behaviour; it may grow up into an unruly, diſ- 


ſolute inſolence. Suffer them not to be men 


and women, but as years and underſtanding 
allow : Children are by no means fit to govern 


themſelves, or to direct others. Inure them to 


diligence and cloſe application (properly inter- 
mix'd 
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SERMON I. 17 


mix'd with diverſion and play) when they are 
ſtrong enough to apply to learning; and let 
them want no advantage of increaſing in know- 
ledge and wiſdom, which you can procure, 
and they can improve; for this will be a be- 
nefit to them, ſuperior, perhaps, to any other 
you may have to beſtow. Great care is to be 
taken, if they are placed out for education, in 
the choice of an inſtructor; and, indeed, great 
is the difficulty attending ſuch a choice. Your 
ſtudy, however, ſhould be to find one, Who 
regards the morals of the children under his 


care, not Jeſs than the profit accruing from 


them ; who conſiders the educatin of children, 
not merely as a trade, whereby to get bread, 
but as an important truſt, whereof he muſt one 
day give a ſolemn account; and therefore will 
be conſcientiouſly diligent to teach them thoſe 
maxims of virtue and religion, which will al- 
ways make a man a good citizen, and a good 
chriſtian ; which are better characters, (if- they 
are to be ſeparated,) than a good ſcholar, or a 
wiſe worldling.? | 


If you proceed thus, you may reſt . perſuaded, 


that your ſincere and pious endeavours will not be 


in vain. The nature of things, and the promiſe. 
of God, inſure ſucceſs. 
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The fatal Conſequences of youthful Devia- 
tions and Exceſs. 


LX Zz. 


And not many days aſter, the younger. ſon gathered 
all together, and lool his journey into à far coun- 
try, and there waſted: his. ſubſtance with riotous 
liuing. 


C0 H'E parable of the prodigal is no leſs beau- 
tiful and pathetic, than it is inſtructive and 
conſolatory. It ſets before us, in the moſt ſtrik- 
ing view, the progreſs and fatal conſequence of 
vice, on one hand; and on the other, the pater- 
nal readineſs of our Almighty Father to receive 
the returning penitent to pardon and mercy. It 
is peculiarly inſtructive ta Youth ; and would be- 
come very inſtrumental to preſerve them from the 
pernicious alturements. of ſin and folly, if they : 
would. ſerioufly reflect upon it; if they would con- 
template, in the example of the prodigal befors 
them, the nature and the effects of thoſe vices, 
which brought him to extreme diſtreſs, and which 
will ever bring to diſtreſs all thoſe. who indulge 
them. 

We have ſeen, in the foregoing ſermon, the 
many and great advantages, which will follow from. 
an early attachment to the paths of piety and vir- 
tue. It may therefore be proper, before we enter 
upon the delineation of particular duties, to con- 
template the oppoſite ſcene; to review, by way of: 
contraſt, the fatal conſequences, which naturally. 
ipring from youthful deviations and excels ; to. | 
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3 | mark the progreſs of the thoughtleſs and vicious 
AT young man's ruin, as emphatically deſcribed in 
WE the parable. That thoſe of you, my beloved 
FE young friends, who have not yet launched out in- 
io the world, and have been thus far happily ſe- 
cured from the dire contagion of iniquity, may 
perſevere, admoniſhed by the example, in the hap- 
yy paths of ſobriety and religion: — That thoſe of 
pvpou, who have made any falſe ſteps, and have 
turned aſide at all from theſe happy paths, may, 
at leaſt, check your progreſs ; may ſtand ſtill, and: 
XX conſider what the iſſue of a further advance will 
FRE be; and may return, warned by the unavoid-bie 
"ITE dangers, to the ways of virtue and truth : Ways, 
which never youth repented that he had early and 
XX diligently trod; though thouſands have fad cauſe 
to repent that they ever forſook them, in ruined 
health, ruined fortune, ruined reputation, ruined 
peace and hope! God Almighty forbid, that this: 
ſmould be the caſe of any amongſt you! Oh l. may 
his grace preſerve and protect you! And let me 
entreat, as no motive, but an earneſt wiſh for 
pour real welfare, could induce me to lay theſe 
tiruths before you, let me therefore entreat, that 
BE you will give them a ſerious hearing now, and an. 
impartial conſideration afterwards. And if what. 
is offered doth not approve itſelf to be conducive: 
to your belt preſent and future happineſs, reject. 
and deſpiſe it: but if reaſon, experience, and re- 
ligion, all unite to atteſt the truth; reſiſt not theſe, 
but make me happy,—rather, make your belov- 
ed parents and friends happy, by chooſing that. 
better part; which we wiſh to recommend to your; 
choice, for this ſingle reaſon only, becauſe it will. 
RE 22tallibly produce your felicity. | 
Luhe younger fon in the parable thought not ſo :: 
the experience and advice of his father was by no 
means ſufficient for him: he thought himſels 
CE 1 
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much wiſer, no doubt, than the preaching old 
man; and heard as is often the caſe with youth 
his good father's counſels with a weary and pain- 
ful attention; ſuppoſing, that he wiſhed to with- 
hold him from happineſs. Vain and unthinking! 
as if a tender parent would ever grudge his child; 
any true and proper ſatisfaction. The young man 
was determined, however, to judge for himſelf; 
and to be wiſe by his own experience. Pride had 
got footing in his heart; and now impatient of pa- 
rental dominion, and anxious for independence, 
he requeſts his father to give him that indepen- 
dence. The good man, wearied, perhaps, by his 
importunities, grants him his wiſh, and permits 
him to make the hazardous trial. . 

No ſooner is he in poſſeſſion of the portion al- 
lotted him, than he haſtes away with-it, far from 
the preſence of that indulgent parent, who poſſi- 
bly, by much fatigue and much anxiety had pro- 
cured, this fortune for his fon : And now, al] his 
parental love and care is repaid by a baſe deſertion 
of him, by an ungrateful removal from his pre- 
ſence; which, indeed, could not fail to be irkſome 
to a young man, determined upon a courſe of 
gaiety, — as, no doubt, he would call a life of diſ- 
obedience to his father, —deſtrution to himſelf, 
and contempt of his God: For ſuch was the life 
he led. 1 

Hle fell into a courſe of riot and prodigality, in- 
dulging all thofe youthful luſts, which; in the heat 
of blood, are fancied the ſole enjoyments, are 
called the only pleaſures! Prodigality and riotous 
living neceſſarily infer idleneſs, foppery, and bad 
company of every ſort; and who is there proof 
againſt theſe? What health, or what fortune are 
ſufficient to ſupport them? None ever was, or ever 
will de; and therefore no wonder they brought 
our young adventurer to deſtruction. He 
| | waited. 
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waſted all his ſubſtance in riotous living; he de- 
voured his eſtate with harlots !*” we are told: and 
the ſad conſequence to him was neglect, contempt 


and beggary. He was now deſpiſed by all, whom 
ne had fed and ſupported in his day of riot and 
= extravagance : contemned even by thoſe who had 
XX ſhared his bounty, and haſtened his ruin ! wretches, 
= who have no bowels or feeling, no generoſity or 


honour; and who never have but one motive for 


5 W their regard, the motive of their own immediate 
= intereſt. Caſt out, and ſcorned by all, he was re- 


duced to the utmoſt extremity ; ready to periſh 


*$& with hunger; and in this ſad caſe, once more be- 
thought him of his affectionate parent, whom he 
had ſo ungratefully uſed ; and to whom, in a mi- 
XX fcrable plight, all humble and ſubmiſſive, at length, 


he returns ! while, to witneſs the amiable force of 


parental affection, the tender father, we are in- 


formed, melted to behold his ſuffering child, re- 
lented, forgave, and received him to his boſom 
and his love! | | 

Now let us obſerve, in this fine picture, the 
ſteps, by which the prodigal advanced to his ruin. 

1. Impatience of parental controul, and a de- 
fire of independency, was the firſt bad temper 
which ſhewed itſelf in his mind, and which led 
on to every future evil. A temper, too apt to 
ariſe in the minds of youth, and ſpringing from 
that pride, which is alas! but too deeply rooted 
in our corrupt nature, and which cannot be ſub- 
dued and kept under too much by early culture. 


For, when once this fond. deſire of acting without 


| gets poſſeſſion of a youthful heart, the centle au- 
trhority even of the moſt kind and prudent parents 
too commonly becomes a burden: all their tender 


FX at leaſt, conſidered only as intended to fix and 


all reſtraint, and indulging its own inclination, 


remonſtrances are overlooked or diſregarded ; or, 


continue 
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= SERMON II. 
continue that reftraint, which the eager youth ſo 
much wiſhes to overleap.* 

2. It is no wonder, when this impatience of pa- 
rental centroul ſtrongly operates on the mind, that 
the preſence and obſervation of a parent is of all 
things moſt diſpleating, and- conſequently, of all 
things moſt to he avoided : This was the ſecond 
bad diſpoſition, which the prodigal diſcovered. 
Soon as he had gained his allotted portion, he took 
his journey into a far country ; he retreated far as 
poſſible from the eye and notice of his father, 
whoſe advice and remonſtrances, as he was deter- 
mined not to regard, he was determined not to 
Hear, or be moleſted by them. And thus it is 
with thoſe who tread in ſteps like his. If they 
cannot remove to a diſtance from their parents, 
they will, at leaſt, ſecrete their actions from them 
to the utmoſt of their power. A certain bad ſign, 


and ever to be dreaded in all youthful hearts! 


For why ſhould you wiſh, -my young friends, 
to ſecrete any thing from thoſe, who love you with 
the moſt - tender affection, and who are more in- 
tereſted in your welfare, than they are even in 
their own? what you keep ſecret from them muſt 
either be a matter of adventage, or the contrary : 
If it be the former, you act moſt unkindly by 
them; as the knowledge of it would give them the 
greateſt ſatisfaction: But if, as is generally the 
caſe, what you keep private is vicious and detri- 
mental, think how ſimple a part you act, in har- 
bouring thoughts, or doing deeds, which you dare 
not diſcover to Them, who love you better than 
themſelves ; and who certainly, not only by their 
love, but by their knowledge, are beſt fitted to ad- 


viſe what is molt for your good; and conſequent- 


ly, ſhould never be kept in ignorance of any of 
your deſigns or connections. 


* See the next Setmon, on Filial-Piety,”” 
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23. Determined, however, to gratify his paſſi- 
Norns, the youth is deaf to every argument of at- 
fection and utility; till, like the prodigal, he com- 
= mences ** Riotous Liver:“ this is the certain con- 
WE ſequence of youthful independence, and a diſre- 
EE card of parents. I his riotous hving includes, not 
only an indulgence of Juſt and criminal paſſions ; 
WT but a waſte of preſent ſubſtance, by all the de- 
BEfrucive ways of prodigality, idleneſs, diſſipation 
I with bad company, * the wretched foppery of 
= dre's, and all the abuſe of language by lying, 
= ſwearing, and obſcenity. | 

XX Now let the youth, in the coolneſs of reflecti- 
on, ſeriouſly review a life ſpent amidſt vices like 
theſe, and conſider, whether it is poſſible to at- 
Rain, by ſuch a life, the end at which he aims. 
ell reaſonable creatures act to ſome end: and the 
end, which young people propoſe to themſelves, is 
rhe obtaining of pleaſure, or at leaſt, of higher 
pyleaſure than that which parental reſtraint allows. 
But how ſhall I hey judge, who yet have ſeen or 
ac little of mankind and the world, in what 
Peonſiſts their beſt and trueſt pleaſure ? If they are 
cuuated only by ſelf-opinion and conceit ; if they 
adge themſelves ſuperior in wiſdom to all with 
hom they are connected; it is reaſonable, either 
hat they ſhould give ſome proof of ſuch ſuperior 
iſdom, or, at leaſt, be taught, that high ſelf- 
pinion is always an indication of a want of Wiſ- 
om, which ever dwells with Humility, If. then 
bey are not ſo opinionated as to deem themſelves 
ier than others, they may reaſonably be expec- 
d to liſten to the information of thoſe, who have 
ed longer, and known more of the world, than 
5 Pemſelves. And the joint voice of all ſuch will 
See 
Pleaſur 


the following Sermons, on ** Bad Company® and 
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be, that the indulgence of youthful luſts neceſ- 
ſarily leads to ruin and to miſery: That bad com- 
pany, whether of the male or female kind, but 
the latter more eſpecially, is the ſureſt bane, and 
the moſt poiſonous corrupter of all good principles 
and all good manners: that idleneſs is the root of 
all evil, introductory of almoſt every vice: that 
foppery, and an abſurd affectation of dreſs, ever 
tend to make ridiculous, and raiſe only the {miles 
and contempt of the judictous ; who. have long 
been agreed, that neatneſs, decency, and proprie- 
ty, are, in this reſpect, the true ornaments : — 
That lying is a moſt mean and abjed vice, ren- 
dering youth as dangerous as deſpicable, and ſow- 
ing the ſeeds of a very worthleſs and contempti- 
ble character in future life: That ſwearing or ob- 
ſcenity in diſcourſe are utterly inexcuſable; as 
having no plea of pleaſure or utility to urge in their 
defence; as being the greateſt affront to the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven, and the ſureſt indication of a ve- 
ry depraved, as well as of a very weak mind: 
That prodigality will certainly end in the ruin of 
all temporal ſubſtance, and never procures a friend; 
for all men, even the moſt abandoned, however 
they may help to drain him, always deſpiſe the 
thoughtleſs prodigal. It is by true generoſity and 
benevolence, whoſe foundation is laid in prudent 
ceconomy, that the friendſhip and love of man- 
kind are ſecured.” | 4 
Now if youth would only be ſo wiſe, as to liſ- 
ten to theſe truths, they could not fail to have an 
effect upon them; eſpecially if they would conſi- h. 
der, that theſe truths are ſo well known and ap- 
proved, that all men are agreed in them. They Rm 
are not matters of any doubt or ſpeculation ; they 
are as certain and determinate, as the exiſtence of mn 
the ſun himſelf in the heavens : And as there can 
be no queſtion, that the indulgence of the vices 
-” : here 


SERMON IL . = 
here ſpecified tends to miſery, ſorrow and ruin, 
more or leſs conformable to that of the young 
man's in the parable ; ſo can there, on the other 
| hand, be no doubt, but the avoiding of theſe vices, 
and the cultivation of the contrary virtues, will, 
by the grace of God, produce preſent, peace and 
future happineſs. Font tf 5d 
EF Suffer me, therefore, my young friends, ear. 
gneſtly to exhort you to grow wiſe from this exam- 
ple of the prodigal; and to learn from thence 
XZ what you ſhould chooſe, and what you ſhould 
= ſhun, to make you, what I am ſure you will all 
RE wiſh to be, a bleſſing to yourſelves, a comfort to 
pour parents, and an ornament to our holy re- 
RE :210n. | 55 
== To this end, ſerioufly reflect on the ſteps, by 
= which his ruin was perfected; and enquire, whe- 
ther it is not inthe very nature of thoſe vices which 
he indulged, always, and in every inſtance, to 
produce the effects which he experienced, Search, 
and know, whether ever any man procured true 
happineſs, or confeſſed that he enjoyed ſolid 
comfort, from the unlimited gratification of his 
paſſions, from his negle& of duty and of God: 
= Search and know, whether thouſands have not 
moſt ſeverely felt the ſad effects of ſuch gratificati- 
ons, and deplored, in extreme diſtreſs, their fatal 
= conſequences : whether thouſands, diſregardful in 
outh of counſel and reſtraint, have not brought 
themſelves into the moſt calamitous circumſtances 
Pot fortune, of body, and of foul. On the other 
hand fearch and enquire diligently, whether any 
man was ever yet found upon the earth, who re- 
rretted at the cloſe of life, that he had too cauti- 
uſly avoided the ſnares and evils of youthtul luſts ; 
hat he had too ſoan entered upon the paths of 
tue and religion; * that he had ſerved his God, 


ho See the foregoing Sermon. = 
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and obeyed the holy rules of his divine Saviour, 
too much or too exactly. An inflance of this ſort 
was never yet heard of ; and ſurely no ſtrong ar. 
gument can be urged in behalf of virtue, and af 
that preference, which you ought to give it in your 
choice. | | | , 
Let it too be a conſideration of no ſmall weight 
with you, that the more carefully you walk in the 
paths of ſobriety during your early days, the more 
diligently you guard againſt the entrance of every 
vice, and prevent it from becoming in any degree 
habitual; the more eaſy will you find it to perſevere. 
Whereas, if once vice gains an entrance, much | 
more if it becomes habitual, you will find the re- 
treat difficult and embarraſſed; * and, perhaps, 
from the ſtrong power of habit, may be led on in 
the gratification of what your better judgement 
diſapproves, and conſequently muſt perpetually 
condemn. | ! + bh paved ; 
Beware, therefore, of :Beginnings ! be cautious 
of your firſt ſteps! -preſerve'yourſelves pure! + and 
let temptations to Independence and impatience 
of parental controul eſpecially, be checked in their 
firſt riſe, The better to effect which, arm your- 
ſelves with every proper conſideration ; particularly 
remember, that whatever wiſhes you may have 
for a freedom from reſtraint, your parents muſt WW 
certainly be the beſt judges.of your fitneſs for ſuch 
freedom. If therefore they reſtrain your inclinati- 
ons, never receive their controul with impatience ; 
but always reaſon thus: “ My parents have, 
doubtleſs, the tendereſt affection for me; I have 
had' innumerable proofs of their love; and I can . 
never fuppoſe, that the good father, who has taken 


* See. the foregoing Sermon. | RY” 

+ Flee youthful luſts, was St. Paul's advice, even to. Timothy ; I, 
and 8 cannot be unworthy the beſt attention of every ug 
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dach kind care of me hitherto; that the beloved 
mother, who ſo tenderly ſupported me at her own 
Ws breaſt, and has always ſhewn the moſt ſolicitous 
attention to my welfare; I can never ſuppoſe that 
WT they would reſtrain me from any thing, which 
Ws would make me truly happy; that they would ever 
Ws adviſe me to any thing, but what will lead to my 
good. They have lived longer, ſeen and known 
more, and are wiſer than myſelf. I am deter- 
WE mined, therefore, to ſubdue my own inclinati- 
ons, and contentedly to acquieſce in all their 
== counſels and directions.” f | 
Fixed in ſuch a determination ;—and which of 
RE you can deny that ſuch a determination is moſt 
viſe and reaſonable ?!—and joining to it a con- 
WE tant attention to duty, and a care to approve your- 
= ſelves in the eyes of your divine Redeemer ; you 
vill need but few directions more, to guard you 
from evil. This wiſe refojution, invariably pur- 
WS ſucd you will find your beſt preſervative. | 
= Conducted by it, you will have no need to fly, 
ke the prodigal, from the preſence and obſervati- 
on of your parents: you will have no need to ſe- 
WE crete yourſelf or your actions from them. On the 
= contrary, the company and preſence of your pa- 
rents will be moſt delightful to you; and ingenuoas 
frankneſs and openneſs will prevail between you; 
and you will find an unſpeakable ſerenity and -ſa- 
risfaction in adminiſtring to the beſt comforts of 
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: = hoſc, to whom you owe the higheſt obligations; 
, nd, by an endeavour to return which, in ſome 
e esrec at leaſt, there is, be ſure, the higheſt plea- 
n ure. As it is impoſſible to conceive either an ob- 
1 MY ect more hateful, Or à pain more afflicting, than 


at of a child, by a life of diſobedience and im- 
Polity, racking the good heart of an affectionate 
nd endearing parent)! | 

Oh! my young friends, I am perſuaded you 
gave too much ingenuity, generolity, and tender- 
1 . neſs 
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vour either from God or man, avoid ſo baſe an 


neſs of ſoul, ever to act ſo ungrateful a part, evet 
to occaſion ſo deep a ſorrow: at leaſt, if you ex- 
pect happineſs here or hereafter, if you expect fa- 


evil; and by lives of duty and religion, by a con- 
ſcientious denial and ſubdual of all youthful luſts; 
by avoiding all bad company and connections, by 
diligently employing yourſelves, and by keeping 
your tongues from all indecency and offence, en- 
dear yourſelves more and more to your parents: 
Give them cauſe to bleſs God perpetually for you; 
give them caule to rejoice, that amidf all the temp- 
tations of vice, amidſt all the perils which ſo 
abundantly ſurround unwary youth in our days, 
and in the metropolis eſpecially, where every ſtep 
ſhould be taken with the utmoſt caution ; give 
them cauſe to rejoice, that God's goodneſs hath Wi 
preſerved-you unpolluted, and that you live a bleſſ. 
ing to them, and the child of a better, even an 
everlaſting father! What conſolation muſt ariſe in 
the breaſt of a parent on that thought; when be- 
holding his child, he beholds a child alſo of virtue 
and of God: and when, in the hour of death, 
his affectionate eyes are cloſed by that dear child, 
whom he doubts not to meet again, ere long, in 
everlaſting bliſs /! | i 
Give then, oh] give this exquiſite felicity to your ;; 


parents. To which end, begin early, contend reſo- y 


lutely, and maintain your ground perſeveringly. 
Think, on one hand, what a divine pleaſure mult 
transfuſe itſelf through that mind, which can en- 
Joy the ſatisfaction above-mentioned ; and on the n | 


other hand, take a brief view of the anguiſh, which 
muſt afflict the ſouls both of that parent and that 


child, in the circumſtances of thoſe repreſented in i 0 F 
Make the caſe your own : You are now blel 


with fond and indulgent parents ; Suppoſe 70 
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85 uneaſy under their reſtraint, and, at length, 


” become independent of them, and following your 


oon inclinations. And, ſuppoſe, 


what too 


; : | ſurely would be found the cafe, if you were to be 
ſo unhappy as to fall into ſuch a method of life; 


7 which God forbid | 


vet, fuppoſe that indulg- 


wp ing thoſe inclinations to the full, ſurrounded with 
= bad company, prodigal, waſteful, riotous, and 
idle; lulled on the lap of harlots, and reclined on 


? 6 | the bed of ſenſuality ; forgetful of every thing ve 
tuous and praiſe-worthy ; your mind drunk a 


== intoxicated as it were with Juſt and vice: Suppoſe, 
that the unavoidable conſequences of ſuch a life 
RE bave befallen you; and that now, like the prodi- 
gal, your ſubſtance all waſted ; your friends, mere 
RE ſummer friends! all flown ; your health, perhaps, 


greatly injured, your reputation. ruined, and- your- 


ſelf in extreme pain and penury : Suppoſe, in this 


fad caſe, you fee yourſelf returning to the once- 
loved houſe of your affeftionate parents. Oh! 


Vith what anxious horror would you then enter 
== thoſe gates, and croſs that threſhold,. as a ſtranger 


and an outcaſt, which you now enter, you now 
Eg croſs with ſo much delight and freedom: With 
gy what inexpreſſible ar;guiſh would you. meet thoſe 


parents, whom now you ſee with ſuch pleaſing ſa- 


tisfaQtion ! Imagine that you behold the mother 


== you love, bathed in tears of anguiſh and diſtreſs, 
running to embrace her ruined child. Imagine, 


chat you ſee your beloved father, grown old in 


Cares and ſorrows upon your account, turning his 


veeping face away from you, and unable to ſuſ- 


ie ain the ſhock of your wretched appearance! Ima- 

eine the inexpreſſible torture which muſt ariſe in 
RE our own heart, on ſeeing the grief you occaſion, 
on feeling that your ill- conduct has been the cauſe 

of it all. And as you would with to avoid ſuch 


C 3 anguiſh. 
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parents. To which end, begin early, contend reſo 


Think, on one hand, what a divine pleaſure .mult 


the parable. | 
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neſs of ſoul, ever to act ſo ungrateful a part, ever 
to occaſion ſo deep a ſorrow: at leaſt, if you ex- 
pect happineſs here or hereafter, if you expect fa- 
vour either from God or man, avoid ſo baſe an 
evil; and by lives of duty and religion, by a con- 
ſcientious denial and ſubdual of all youthful luſts; 
by avoiding all bad company and connections, by WR 
diligently employing yourſelves, and by keeping 
your tongues from all indecency and offence, en- 
dear yourſelves more and more to your parents: 
Give them cauſe:to'ble's God perpetually for you; 
give them cauſe to rejoice, that amidſt all the temp- 
tations of vice, amidſt all the perils which ſo = 
abundantly ſurround unwary youth in our days, 
and in the metropolis eſpecially, where every ſtep 
ſhould be taken with the utmoſt caution ; give 
them cauſe to rejoice, that God's goodneſs hat 
preſerved you unpolluted, and that you live a bleſſ. 
ing to them, and the child of a better, even an 


ö 


pa 
holding his child, he beholds a child alſo of virtue 
and of God: and when, in the hour of death, 
his affectionate eyes are cloſed by that dear child, 
whom he doubts not to meet again, ere long, i 
everlaſting bliſs /! ent == 
Give then, oh!] give this exquiſite felicity to your 
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tutely, and maintain your. ground perſeveringly. 


transfuſe itſelf through that mind, which can en- 
Joy the ſatisfaction above-mentioned ; and on the 
other hand, take a brief view of the anguiſh, which = 
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muſt afflict the ſouls both of that parent and that 
child, in the-circumftances of thoſe repreſented in} 
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Make the caſe your own: You are now blel 
with fond and indulgent parents; Suppoſe you = 
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WT ſelf uneaſy under their reſtraint, and, at length, 
WE become independent of them, and following your 
= own inclinations. And, ſuppoſe, —— what too 
WS ſurely would be found the cafe, if you were to be 
WE io unhappy as to fall into ſuch a method of life; 
== which God forbid | vet, fuppoſe that indulg- 
ing thoſe inclinations to the full, ſurrounded with 
bad company, prodigal, waſteful, riotous, and 
ile; lulled on the lap of harlots, and reclined on 


me bed of ſenſuality; forgetful of every thing * 
. tuous and praiſe-worthy ; your mind drunk a 


ES intoxicated as it were with luſt and vice: Suppoſe, 


0 that the unavoidable conſequences of ſuch a life 
” HT have befallen you; and that now, like the prodi- 


gal, your ſubſtance all waſted ; your friends, mere 
ſummer friends! all flown ; your health, perhaps, 
greatly injured, your reputation ruined, and your- 
= ſelf in extreme pain and penury : Suppoſe, in this 
dd caſe, you ſee yourſelf returning to the once- 
loved houſe of your affeftionate parents. Oh! 


” WE with what anxious horror would you then enter 
de % thoſe gates, and croſs that threſhold,. as a ſtranger 
h, iᷣ and an outcaſt, which you now enter, you now 
d, = croſs with ſo much delight and freedom: With 


in g what inexpreſſible anguiſh would you meet thoſe 

parents, whom now you ſee with ſuch pleaſing ſa- 
= 'sfaction ! Imagine that you behold the mother 
RE you love, bathed in tears of anguiſh and diſtreſs, 
running to embrace her ruined child. Imagine, 
hat you ſee your beloved father, grown old in 
ares and ſorrows upon your account, turning his 
RE vccping face away from you, and unable to ſuſ- 
lain the ſhock of your wretched appearance! Ima- 
a eine the inexpreſſible torture which muſt ariſe in 


7 our own heart, on ſeeing the grief you occaſion, 
on feeling that your ill- conduct has been the cauſe 
of it all, And as you would wiſh to avoid ſuch 


C 3 | anguiſh. 
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ls SERMON IL. 
anguiſh yourſelf, much more as you wiſh to fave 
your beloved parents from ſuch anguiſh ; care- 
fully avoid every thing which may, in the leaſt 
degree, tend to the introduction of ſo fad a cataſ- 
trophe. Carefully avoid every thing which may 
give riſe to the leaſt probability of ſo complicated a 
diſtreſs. To which end, bear the contraſt in mind 
which I have here pictured out; the contraſt of | 
7 virtuous and dutiful child clofing the eyes of 
eloved and bleſſing parent; and that of a diſo- Mm 
Beaient and worthleſs one, returning home to his 
parents in ruin, poverty, and diſtreſs. 1 
And as the contraſt cannot fail to-influence your 
minds, by God's grace, ſo be aſſured, that if not 
in exactly the ſame degree and manner, yet the 
certain conſequence of obedience and virtue, is 
peace and life ;—of diſobedience, and indulgence 3 
in forbidden and unallowed gratifications, is miſe- 
ry, is ruin, is preſent and eternal ſorrow. From 

which may God, &c, 5 
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Angcvo Es, reſpecting Youthful Deviations and | 
| Exceſs. 


1. A lewd young fellow ſeeing an aged Hermit 3 1 
go by him barefoot, <* 3 ſaid d he, you are 1 


7 
6 ES 
= 


two Jifferent ſtates of et or rather, for two | 4 3 
different lives. His firſt life is ſhort and tranſient; 
his ſecond, permanent and laſting. The queſtion | 1 
we are all concerned in, is this, In which 1 
woe two lives is it our chief intereſt to ny i 1 
elves 1 | 
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ſelves happy? Or, in other words, «© Whether 
ſhould. we endeavour to ſecure to ourſelves the 
pleaſures and gratifications of a life which is un- 
certain and precarious, and at its utmoſt length of 
a very inconſiderable duration; or to ſecure to our- 


1 ſelves the pleaſures of a life which. is fixed and ſet- 
tied, and will never end?“ - BRvery man; upon 


the firſt hearing of the queſtion, knows very well 
which fide of it he ought to cloſe with. But how- 


erer right we are in theory, it is plain, that in 
== practice we adhere to the wrong fide of the queſlſi- 
on. We make proviſion for this life, as though it 
vas never to have an end; and for the other life, 


as though it were never to have a beginning.” 
The inconſiſtency of ſuch a conduct is glaring, 
even at the. worſt; even ſuppoſing (what ſeldom 
happens) that a courſe of- virtue makes us miſera- 
ble in this life: But, if we ſuppoſe, (as it gene- 
rally happens) that virtue would make us more 
happy, even in this life, than a contrary courſe of 
vice; how can we ſufficiently admire the ſtupidity 
or madneſs of thoſe perſons, Who are capable of 
making ſo abſurd a choice ? Every wife man there- 
fore will confider this life only as it may conduce 
to the happineſs of the other; and chearfully ſa- 
crifice the pleaſures of à few years, to thoſe of an 
eternity.“ . „ 

2. Cteſippus the ſon of Chabrias, a noble Athe- 
nian, was ſo profuſely expenſive, that after he had 
laviſhly conſumed all his goods and other eſtate, 
he put to ſale even the very ſtones of his father's 
tomb, in the building whereof the Athenians had 


| diſburſed a thouſand drachmas. 


3. In the year 1470, the tenth of Edward IV. 
George Neville, brother to the great Earl of War- 


L Wick, at his inſtallment into the Archbiſhoprick of 
9 Vork, made a prodigious feaſt to all the nobility, 


C4 moſt 
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moſt of the principal clergy, and many of the 
great Commoners; the catalogue of which alone, 
as given by different writers, is ſufficient to excite 
fatiety and diſguſt, The Earl of Warwick was 
ſteward on the occaſion, the Earl of Bedford trea- 
furer, and the Lord Haſtings comptroller, with 
many other officers; to which we may add one 
thouſand ſervitors, ſixty-two cooks, and five hun- 
dred and fifteen menial apparitors in the kitchen. 
- But, ſeven years after, fortune ſhifted the ſcenes; 
for the King ſeizing on all his eſtate, ſent him 
over priſoner to Calais, where vincius jacuit in 
ſummd inopid, he was kept bound in extreme pover- 
ty: Juſtice thus puniſhing his former prodigality. 
8 is a ſingle paſſage in Herodotus, which 
might ſupply the place of many examples. W hen 
Cyrus had received an account that the Lydians 
had revolted from him, he told Crœſus, with a 
gocd deal of emotion, that he had almoſt deter- 
mined to make them all ſlaves. Crceſus intreated 
him to pardon them; © But, added he, that they 
may no more rebei or be troubleſome to you, 
command them to lay afide their arms, and to 
wear long veſts and buſkins ; (that is to vie with 
each other in the indolent'elegance and richneſs of 
their, dreſs.) Order them to ſing and play upon 
the harp ; let them drink and debauch with impu- 
nity ; and you will ſoon ſee their ſpirits broken, 
and themſelves changed from men to women, ſo 
that they will no more rebel, or give you any un- 
eaſineſs. The hint had too much ſanction from 
experience, not to appear plauſible; and the event 
effectually anſwered the advice. | 
5. In the winter ſeaſon, ſays Æſop, a common- 
wealth of Ants, were buſily employed in the ma- 
nagement and preſervation of their ſtock of corn; 
which they carefully expoſed to the air in — 
| roun 


— — a — — vs; 
— — 
— — = — — — SY 
- - - _ g — — 
py — - — — — 


WE round the avenues of their little rural habitation. 
= 4 Graſshopper, who had chanced to outlive the 


g . cold and hunger, approached with great humility 


; and dejection, and begged they would relieve his 


5 þ | neceſſity, if it were but with one grain of wheat or 
_ rye. One of the ants aſked him how he had dil- 
= poſed of his time and talents in ſummer, and why 


b 7 | he had not taken pains to lay in a ſtock, as they 
had done. Alas! ſaid he, I paſſed away the 


in hours in mirth and feſtivity ; drinking, dance, and 
RT ſong, occupied my thoughts ; and I never. once 
XX dreamed of a ſucceeding winter.“ O improvi- 


gent creature | replied the ant, with emotion, if 


- Jr I * 


that be the caſe, 1 can only in juſtice ſay, that 

thoſe who drink, ſing, and dance in ſummer, 

== muſt expect, ere long, to ſmart under the rigours 
and penury of winter.“ BY 

65. Horace's advice is as unqueſtionably true as. 

ce voice of an oracle; | | 

: Principits obſta: Serò medicina paratur, 
Cum mala per longas invaluere moras. 


Tube practice which at firſt was indifferent, will 
very probably, in a ſhort time, acquire the inflexi- 
= bility of habit.“ The. memory of a well ſpent. 
= youth (ſays a celebrated writer) gives a peaceable, . 
2 Wunmixed and elegant pleaſure to the mind: and 
to ſuch who are ſo unfortunate as not to look 
3 back on youth with ſatisfaction, they may give 
1 themſelves no little conſolation, that they are un- 
er no temptation to repeat their follies, and that 
bey at preſent deſpiſe them. It was. prettily ſaid, 
He that would be long an old. man, muſt begin 
1 arly to be one.“ It is too late to reſign a 
= hing, after a man is robbed of it ; and therefore 
becomes neceſſary, that before the arrival of age 
s bid adieu tothe purſuits of. youth: Otherwiſe 
= C5; ſenſual 


EAN AM 


ſummer and autumn, and was ready to ſtarve with. 


2 


our limbs can no longer be ſubſervient to them.” 


tain a province ? — lt may as well be aſked, what 


ſenſual habits will live in our imaginations, when 


7. How wretched is the condition of Aſotus ! A 
kite garret with bare. walls, js his whole apart- 
ment ; and of this, a flock bed covered with rags, 
takes up two thirds. Cold, nakedneſs, and ſhame, W 
compel him to he on that bed, till the day is far 
ſpent. At night, a lamp ſuited to the place, a 0 7 
true ſepulchral lamp, rather adds horror, than 
diffuſes light. By the feeble glimmering of this | 
languid flame, he eats a dry cruſt of brown bread, 
his whole repaſt! Yet, poor as it is, he is not ſure 
that he ſhall be able to renew it to-morrow :. For 
he cannot dig; and to beg he is afhamed | What 4 1 
now is become of his countleſs treaſure, his im- A 
menſe revenues, which appeared ſufficient to main. | 


of 
20 2 8 


br 2 7 
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becomes of the water poured into a fieve, or 1 1 
wax thrown into a furnace. Luxurious entertain. 
ments, gaming, women, uſurers, and his feward 
are the bottomleſs gulphs which have ſwallowed up 
his opulence. But, is there not one, among all 
his friends, who knows him in his adverſity, and 
ſtretches out the hand of bounty for his relief? 
Is there not one, among all his friends Alas! 1 1 | 
had he ever a friend? If he had, he would have i i] 
him ſtill; for, whatever may have been ſaid, 
0 Adverſity never baniſhed a friend:“ it only dif- i ; 
perſes thoſe, who unjuſtly arrogate the name; and, 
it adverſity is productive of any good, which can- = | 
not be denied) this is one of its principal advan- 
tages; for the loſs of a falſe friend, is a real gain. 
If Aſotus has any cauſe of complaint, it is only 
for want of wiſdom, and of never having had a © 8 
friend that was ſincere. „ 

8. The above fancy- pourtrait, is by no means 
deſtitute of originals in real life. We have a re- 
markable — in real life. We have a remark- - 


PE IRS 2 I 8 
75 Rep omg: OT 
= > » + 34.4 >; 
4 r 5 
4 1 
1 r 


N 
2 


SERMON II. 35 


able inſtance in George Villiers, created by James 
I. Earl, Marquis, and afterwards Duke of Buck- 
ingham, and inveſted with many high and lucra- 
= tive offices. He is deſcribed to have been a gay 
WE capricious nobleman, of ſome wit, and great vi- 
WE vacity ; the miniſter of riot, and counſellor of in- 
famous practices; the ſlave of intemperance ; a 
WT pretended Atheiſt, without honour or principle, 
=. economy or diſcretion; and who, after various 
mal- proceedings and viciſſitudes of fortune, after 
a juſtly merited diſgrace from the very court which 
RE foſtered him, and an impriſonment in the Tower 
„for ſometime ;. at laſt, in the reign of Charles II. 
„deſerted by all his friends, and deſpiſed by all the 
RE world, died in the greateſt want and obſcurity... 
Mr. Pope has ſo beautifully painted theſe. circum- 
FRE ftances-in his epiſtle On the Uſe of Riches,” 
that we flatter ourſelves they will not be thought: 
ill applied, in furtherance of our general plan. 


„In the worſt inn's worſt room, with mat half hung, 
The floors of plaiſter, and the walls of dung; 

On once a ffock- bed, but repair d with ftraw, 

With tape ty'd curtains, never meant to draw; 

The George and Garter dangling from that bed, 
Where taudry yellow ſtrove with dirty red; 

Great VILLIERs lies; Alas! how chang'd from Him, 
That lite of pleaſure, and that ſoul of whim ! 

Gallant and gay, in Clivedens proud alcove, 

The Bower of wanton Shrew ſbury and Love; 

Or, juſt as gay at council, in a ring 

Of mimick ſtateſmen, and their merry King, 

No wit to flatter, left of all his ſtore ; 

No fool to laugh at, whick he valued more]! 

There, victor of his health, of fortune, friends, 

And fame, this Lord of uſeleſs thouſands ends!“ 


9. Henry the fifth, King of England, while he 
RF Was prince of Wales, by his looſe and diffolute 
x conduct was daily giving his father great cauſe of 
XX Pain and anxiety, His court was the common 
= 7<ceptacle of libertines, debauchees, buffoons, 
be paraſites, 
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paraſites, and all thoſe ſpecies of vermin, which 
are at once the diſgrace and ruin of young Princes. 
The wild and riotous exploits of the Prince and 
his companions were generally the topics of conver- 
fation, and furniſhed equal matter of aftoniſhment 
ment and deteſtation. This fad. degeneracy in 
the heir of his crown, was not more difagreeable iſ 
to the King himſelf, who loved him with the moſt 
tender affection, than it was alarming the nation 
in general; who trembled at the proſpect of being 
one day governed by a Prince of his flagitious cha- 
rater. But their fears, to the univerſal admirati- 
on of all, were happily removed; for, no ſooner 

had the young King aſſumed the reins of govern- 
ment, than he ſhewed himſelf to be extremely xi 
worthy of the high ſtation to which he was ad- 
vanced. He called together the diſſolute compa- 
nions of his youth; acquainted them with his in- 
tended reformation ; advifed them to imitate his 
good example; and, after having forbidden them 
to appear in his preſence again, if they continued 
in their former courſes, he diſmiſſed them with 
liberal preſents. He next choſe a new council, 
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account trembled to approach the royal preſence, 


ſame ſtrict and impartial execution of the laws. 1n 


* See the following Sermon “ on Duty to Parents. 7} 4 
man, 1 Beck 
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Prince; for, no ſooner was he informed of his fa- 
- ther's jealouſy, than he repaired to court, and 
is ß throwing himſelf with all humility and much emo- 
n tion on his knees, accoſted the King in theſe, me- 
> RE morable terms. I underſtand, my liege, that 
h you ſuſpect me of entertaining deſigns againſt your 
|, XX crown and perſon : I own I have been guilty of 
c many exceſſes, which have juſtly expoſed me to 


bh MEE man, to bury all his juvenile exceſſes in utter ob- 
„ 1 ion, and to approve himſelf the common father 
d and benefactor of all his ſubje&s. And even be- 
- MX fore his royal predeceſſor's death, he appears to 
t RS have been ſenſible of the folly and impropriety of 
n MS his conduct, and reſolutely bent to reform: For 
e his father, being naturally of a jealous and ſuſpici- 
tous diſpoſition, Fitened at times to the ſuggeſtions 
n RX of ſome of his courtiers, who meanly infinuated, 
g that his fon bad ſome evil deſign upon his crown 
and authority. Theſe inſinuations filled him with 
„the moſt anxious fears and apprehenſions, and he 
x AE might perhaps have had recourſe to very diſagreea- 
ble expedients, to prevent the imaginary danger, 
bad not his ſuſpicions been timely removed by the 
. RX prudent and exemplary conduct of the young 


pour diſpleaſure ; but, I take heaven to witneſs, 
= RX that I never harboured a ſingle thought, inconſiſt- 
ent with that duty and veneration which I owe to 


. < your Majeſty. Thoſe who charge me. with ſuch 
o criminal intentions, only want to diſturb the tran- 
at = quillity of your reign, and baſely to alienate your 
e, SE zffections from your fon and ſucceſſor. I have 

dherefore taken then the liberty to come into your 
WW - preſence ; and humbly beg you will cauſe my con- 
WF duct to be examined with as much rigour and 
ſtrictneſs, as that of the meaneſt of your ſubjects; 
and if | be found guilty, I will cheerfully ſubmit 
to any puniſhinent you ſhall think fit to inflia.” 
The King was ſo. highly ſatisfied with this pru- 
dent 


TT —— 
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dent and ingenuous addreſs, that he embraced 
him with great tenderneſs; acknowledging, that 


his ſuſpicions were entirely removed; and that, 


for the future, he would never entertain a thought 
to the prejudice of his loyalty and honour. See 
The Second Part af Shakeſpear's Henry the Fourth. 

10. Polemo, an Athenian youth, was of ſo: 
. wretched and depraved a caſt, that he not only de- 


| lighted in vice, but gloried in the infamy of it. 
Returning from a debauch one morning after ſun- 


riſe, and ſeeing the gate of Xenocrates the philoſo. 
pher open ; filled with wine as he was, beſmeared. 
with ointments, a garland on his head, and clad 


in a looſe and tranſparent robe, he enters the 


fchool, which at that early. hour, was thronged 


with a number of grave and learned men; and, 


not content with ſo indecent an entrance, he ſat: 


down among them, on purpoſe to affront their 


eloquence and ſobriety, and oppoſe their prudent 
precepts by his drunken follies. His coming had. 
occaſioned all who were preſent to be angry, only 
Xenocrates: himſelf was unmoved; and retaining 


the ſame gravity of countenance, and diſmiſſing 


His preſent theme of diſcourſe, he. began a diſquiſi - 
tion on modeſty and temperance, which he repre- 
ſented in ſo lively colours before the young Liber- 
tine, that Polemo, being much affected, firſt laid 
afide the crown from his head, then ſoon. after. 
drew his arm within his cloak; changed the feſti- 
val merriment that appeared in his face to ſeriouſ- 
neſs and anxiety; and at laſt, and through the 
whole courſe of his life, caſt off all his luxury and 
intemperance. Thus, by a ſingle judicious and 
well- adapted oration, the young man received fo 
eat a cure, that from being one of the moſt 
licentious of his time, he became one of the 
greateſt philoſophers and beſt men in Athens, 
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SERMON III 
On Eilial Love., 
JOHN xix. 26, 27. 


MWpen Jeſus therefore ſaw his mother, and the diſci- 
ple flanding by whom. he I:ved, he ſaith unto his 
mother, Woman, behold thy Sen.“ Then faith 


he unto the diſciple, ©* Behold thy mother; and 


rom that hour that diſciple took her unto his own 
home. 


T T is the happineſs. and the perfection of a 

Chriſtian, to follow his Redeemer's example; 
an example conſummate in every reſpect, and: 
fraught with inſtruction. to perſons of all ſtations. 


and degrees in life. Children, amongſt the reſt,, 


may gather from it leſſons of allegiance and ſub- 
miſſion to their parents: And after having ſhewn- 
in a general. view, the Advantages of Early 
Piety;“ „ the Miſeries and Fatal Conſequences 
of Early Vice;” I now proceed to dwe'| upon: 
this firſt and moſt. important of ſocial offices; Pro- 
poſing to hold forth to You, my young friends, 
the admirable inſtance of.tenderneſs and love pre- 
ſented in the text; that you may thence be en- 
couraged to honour and requite your parents, and. 
to fulfil a duty which God hath enjcined with 
peculiar energy, and which rarely, if ever, paſſes. 
unrewarded even in this world. 


*I have rather choſen this Method of treating the Subject, 
than that of an immediate and didactie form; as ſo many incom- 
parable Writers have conſidered it in that way, from whole excel - 
lent Compoſitions all neceſſary information may be derived, My: 
intentions are principally to arouſe.and animate to the. perform- 
ance of this amiable. Duty, 
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: Tell me then, doth it not ſtrike you with the 
WW moſt ſenſible delight to obſerve the Bleſſed Saviour 
W of Mankind, when expoſed to ſuch infamy, and 
diſtreſſed with ſuch torture; when objects ſof an- 
guiſh and of terror only were around Him; when, 
WE ſurely, it might well have been excuſed, if, at- 
WE tentive ſolely ro his own ſorrows, He had forgot- 
ten all ſollicitude for the terrors of others ;—doth 
it not affect you ſtrongly to behold his tender anx- 
iety for bis Bleſſed Mother, who, in the bitterneſs 
= of diſtreſs, ſtood weeping at the foot of his croſs ? 
XX Ons diſciple only, one whom he loved, and whoſe 


inued ſtedfaſt to him in his laſt trials, and forſook 
him not in the hour of extremity ! To him, to the 
favoured John, he bequeathed, as his laſt legacy, 
the mother, through whoſe ſoul the ſword of ſor- 


beloved and moſt honcured of women, in that 
= diſciple of mine, Behold thy Son] he will ſupply 
the place of Him, whoſe work is finiſhed, and 
who no longer ſhall remain on earth 10 comfort 
and ſupport thee,” © And oh thou, whom my 
ſoul loveth, faithful friend, and follower of thy 
= maſter; Pehold thy Mother! Henceforth receive 
her, eſteem and treat her as thy parent; and let 
== ty love to me manifeſt itſelf ; by thy affectionate 
regard to Her |” Pleaſed with the charge, and 

W happy to execute his divine maſter's command, 
this diſciple, we are told, from that hour took 
her unto his own home. + 
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int £1 * Who can deſcribe (ſays Mr. Formey, in his diſcourſe on this 
ST ubject) what tten paſſed in the heart of Mary, and the ſtrug- 
eies which fhe felt within her between faith and nature, juſtly 
proved by ſuch a tragic ſcene? The expedient of that ancient 
Panter, who veiled the viſage of Agamemnen, when ke affiſted 
r the ſacrifice of bis Daughter Ipbigenia, is the only one which 
aan be proper here.—Sce his PhiloſcpheChretien, Tom. 2 p. 170. 
+328 T Antiquity furniſhes us with an example of the ſame kind. 
_ Greek dying in poverty, made ty o of bis friends his beirs; 
leaying 


SERMON III. 4. 


serſeverance ſhewed him worthy of that love, con- 


row now pierced ! * Woman, ſaid He, beſt 


Thus, 
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Thus, we ſee,. the pains which our Redeemer 
ſuſtained, the generous concern which he felt fot 
the world, could not ſwallow up all his regards of 
a more private nature. As a man, he felt the ſen- 
ſibility of a ſon, and the ſoft and tender- workings 


of nature within him : As a great and good man, 


he reſtrained them within proper bounds, nor-ſuf- 
fered them, at that ſolemn criſis, to break out in- 


to any inordinate agitations of grief. He ſhewed: 


us, that thoſe affections which nature has implant- 


ed, may be innocently cheriſhed, till we are about 


to pay the laſt debt of nature; and even then, ex- 


ert themſelves, provided they do not wound the 
peace of the mind, and ſhock the ſoul in her laſt 


moments; when ſhe ſhould be as much as poſli- 


ble rid of all the incumbrances of this world, to 


take her journey with more eaſe and freedom to 


another . Jeſus, perfect maſter of himſelf,. 
ſhewed the utmoſt ſenſibility, united* with the:moſt 5 


manly firmneſs, in providing for his mother on 


the eroſs: from which. circumſtance, it is proba- 


ble, and generally believed, that Joſeph was dead 
at the time: The Bleſſed Virgin therefore, as be- 


ing a widow, ſtood the more in need of this affec- 


tionate care from her Son. 


What a pleaſing and ſtriking example is: this of 


Filial Love! Doubtleſs, it was recorded for the 


leaving to one the care of his Widow ; to the other, that of pro- 


viding a dowry for his Daughter. Thele two friends eſteemed 55 
their legacies as more precious than a conſiderable ſum, and made 


2 point of fulfilling exa ly the will of the deceaſed; If Pagan 


friend(hip has produced ſuch an example of generoſity, what 15 


ought one not to expect from Chriſtian triendſhip ? See Formey 2 
above; where alſo from our Saviour's perfect reſignation on the 
croſs, from his entire command .of his ſpirit, from his deliverirg 


up his Mother into the hands of his diſciple St. John, and that 5 


diſciple's receiving her ſo readily, he draws a ſtrong argument in 


behalf of the Chriſtian religion, and plainly proves that neither F 


Jeſus nor John could be impoſtorss 
®* $ec Seed's Sermons, Vol. I. P. 38. ; 
inſtruc- 
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inſtruction of all children; and may we not rea- 
fonably. believe, that Our Saviour, in his wiſdom, 
thus acted, with a ſettled deſign to hold forth the 
important admonition to all his diſciples x For, 
unqueſtionably,, he who had ſo tender a regard for 
his mother, could never have forgotten her, might 
eaſily have devolved this care upon St. John, be- 
fore the time of his crucifixion, which, as we 
know, he long forefaw :. Or, as being himſelf 
inveſted with all power in heaven and earth, he 
could, without any difficulty, have miniſtered to 
all her neceſſities, and preſerved: her from every 


danger. But, willing to ſet an example of filiat 


tenderneſs to all mankind, as well as to ſhew us, 
that human means are always to be uſed, even 
where we have the utmoſt reaſon to depend upen 
the divine providence ; to exemplify theſe great 
truths, he forgot not, in the hour of anguith, the 


concerns of his parent, but provided for her with. 


the moſt affecting tenderneſs. 
And lives there a child, who does not feel the 
force of this great example, or would not act in 


imitation of it, upon ſimilar circumſtances ?—I 


would hope not. For, if. ſuch there be, let them 
conſider in. how hateful a light they muſt appear 
before their God and Saviour, and in the eyes of 
all mankind, who agree to hold in the utmoſt ab- 
horrence ſuch as are inſenſible to the obligations of 
parental care, and ungrateful to thoſe whom God 
and nature have made their beſt benefactors ! Of 
all pleaſures, that of returning benefits, and re- 
paying debts of gratitude, is. certainly the moſt 
exquiſite to an ingenuous mind; and what bene- 
fits, what debts can be equal to thoſe which we 


owe to good parents, for all their kind concern 
and heart- felt anxiety on our accounts ! If there 


is a ſatisfaction more peculiarly divine upon earth, 


it muſt be that which the ſoul receives, when en- 
abled 
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abled to rejoice the parent's heart, and to ſnew 
ourſelves ſenſible of the love we have received, and 
of the tribute we owe for the innumerable kind- 
neſſes which they have conferred. 
Indeed, as the foundation of almoſt all reli. 
gious, as well as ſocial virtue, is laid in parental 
and filial love, we therefore find that God hath 
provided by every method to encourage and keep 


up this laudable affection. For, not only a ſtrong 


inſtinct in the ſoul, naturally leads to a due per- 
formance of this duty; on either fide, an inſtinct, 


ſtrong both in parent and child, though for wiſe 


and good reaſons, more prevalent perhaps-in the 
former: Not only hath God ſo ordered it, that 


the human race come into the world more help- 


leſs, and cont nue longer ſo, than the offspring of 
any other creatures; by which means the affecti- 
on is wenderfully cemented on both ſides ;—the 


parent's heart being won by the thouſand little 


pleaſing endearments of the child, and the child's 
heart being engaged by the conſtant recurrence of 
parental care and love: Not only, I ſay, hath the 


great God of nature thus provided for this virtue, 


by the criginal conſtitution of man ; but in his ſa- 


cred revelation, He hath bound upon us this duty 
by promiſes the moſt engaging, and by threats the 


molt formidable. 
The firſt commandment, nay, the only com- 


mandment to which he hath annexed any promiſe, 
is that which inculcates honour to parents: What | 
ſtronger proof can we have of the importance and | 


of the advantage of this duty ? And on the other 
fide, what ſtronger proof can we have of the danger 
of neglecting it, and of the high deteſtation of God 
towards thoſe who neglect it, than the remem- 
brance, that in his law Ged hath denounced a pu- 
niſhment upon this crime, equal to that of blaſ- 


phemy againſt himſelf? “ He that curſeth his fa- | 
ther or his mother, ſhall ſurely be put to death 
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In agreement wherewith, the wiſe man remarks, 


& The eye that mocketh at his father, and deſ- 


diſeth to obey his mother, the ravens of the val- 


ley ſhall pluck it out, and the young eagles ſhall 
cat ii! | | | : 

In perfect conformity with theſe paſſages of 
ſcripture, we find that all nations have agreed to 
honour and eſteem thoſe, who honour and eſteem 
their parents; and to hold in abhorrence ſuch as 
are deficent in this firſt of all moral duties. The 


ancient Romans, as well as ſome other people, 


carried this matter to a great length: they gave 
parents.the abſolute right of life and death over 
their children: And the Chineſe at preſent, are 


remarkable for the reverence they exact from chil- 


dren to their parents. Their puniſhment of par- 
ricide, if ſuch a thing ever happens, is the moſt 


exemplary and ſevere. The criminal, in this 


caſe, is cut into ten thouſand pieces, which are af- 
terwards burned; his houſes and lands are deſtroy- 
ed; and even the houſes that ſtood near him z 
to remain as monuments of ſo deteſted a crime, 
or rather, that all remembrance of ſo abominable 
a villainy may be effaced from the earth!“ * 

And as ſuch general horror and diſapprobation 
attends the neglect of this duty, ſo as general a 
complacence follows upon the due performance. 
Tell us that a perſon excells in filial affection; 
that he is careful and anxious to oblige, bleſs and 
aſſiſt his parents; and we ſcarcely aſk for any fur- 
ther recommendation. We receive ſuch a one to 
our immediate eſteem; for we ſcarcely imagine 
that there can be a bad heart, where this good af- 
fection ſo happily rules. It is the ſame with hiſ- 
torical perſons; how much are we pleaſed with 
thoſe characters, who have diſtinguiſhed them- 
{elves for this virtue! Who beholds not Joſeph, 


* See Du Halde's Hiſtory of China. 
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for inſtance, with an eye of greater regard and ve- 
neration, when falling down on his knees before 
his old and afflicted parent, than when he ſees 
him riding in the firſt chariot of the kingdom, 
and all the people bending their knees before him. 
Joſeph the Son, is far more reſpectable even than 
Joſeph the Deliverer of Egypt! Nor is Solomon 
the wiſe, and the glorious, ever more glorious and 
wiſe, than when he riſes up from his throne to 
meet his mother, bowing himſelf unto her, and 
cauſing her to ſit down on his right hand. When 
Kings ſet ſuch examples of filial reverenee, ( and 
we know there are Kings who ſet ſuch examples, 
let us hope the imitation may become general, 
to the exquiſite comfort and happineſs of parents: 
And ſurely the voice of ever-diflatisfied cenſure 
and.malevolence, will not dare to condem an ex- 
ample, which every virtuous heart muſt approve 
and admire. 23h 
Very many pleaſing inſtances of filial affection, 
might eaſily be produced from ſacred and profane 
hiftory, to ſhew the general approbation of this 
virtue. The Roman daughter, in particular, lives 
in every one's memory and eſteem, who hazard- 
ed her life continually to viſit her poor aged fa- 
ther in priſon; and who, cruelly prevented from x: 
bringing that wretched parent food, long ſupport- . 
ed him, by the milk of her own breaſt. Happy, 
happy daughter! thus witneſſing her tender affec- 
tion, and winning to herſelf an immortal memo- 
ry in the hearts of all ſucceeding generations 
From the whole then, you ſee that Duty to Pa- 
rents is ot the firſt conſequence; and would you, 
my young friends, recommend yourſelves to the 
favour of your God and father, would you imitate 
the example of your adorable Redeemer, and be 
made an inheritor of his precious promiſes; would 
you enjoy the peace and comforts of this life, _ 
| | the 
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the good eſteem of your fellow creatures ;—Reve- 
ence your parents; and be it your conſtant en- 


re BE deavour, as it will be your greateſt ſatisfaction, to 
© BE witneſs your high ſenſe of, and to make ſome re- 
n, turns for the obligations you owe to them, by eve 
n. ry act of filial obedience and love. . 
Let their commands be ever ſacred in your ears, 
Nn Band implicitly obeyed, here they do not contra- 
addict the commands of God: Pretend not to be 


viſer than they, who have had fo much more ex- 
perience than yourſelves; and deſpiſe the. n not, if 
haply you ſhould be fo bleſt, as to have gained a 
degree of knowledge or of fortune ſuperior to 
them. Let your carriage towards them be always 
reſpectful, reverent, and ſubmiſſive; let your words 


beware of pert, and ill-ſeeming replies; of angry, 
diſcontented, and peeviſh looks, Never imagine, 
Hf they thwart your wills, or oppoſe your incſina- 

tions, that this ariſeth from any thing. but love to 
n, you: Sollicitous as they have ever been for your 
de BS welfare, always conſider the ſame tender ſollicitude 


is as exerting itſelf, even in caſes moſt oppoſite to 
e vour defires; And let the remembrance of what 
l- they have done and ſuffered for you, ever preſerve 
ou from acts of diſobedience, and from paining 
m thoſe good hearts, which have already felt ſo much 
for you, their children. 5555 
. Doubtleſs, you have all too much ingenuity of 
Oo 


temper, to think of repaying the fears and bleed- 
ing anxieties they have experienced for your wel- 
fare, by deeds of unkindneſs, which will pierce 
them to the foul; which perhaps will break the 
ſtrings of a heart, of which you, and .you ,only, 
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e have long had the ſole poſſeſſion No, my young 
e riends, ſo far from this, you will think it the 
„ Lreateſt happineſs of your lives, to follow your 
bleſſed Saviour's example, and to ſhew the moſt 
" | tender 
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Abe always affectionate and humble, and eſpecially. 


48 SERMON III. 
tender concern for your parents; particularly if, 
like his, yours ſhould happen to be a widow'd pa-. 
rent; a mother deprived of her chief happineſs 
and ſtay, by the loſs of a huſband, for which no- 
thing can compenſate but the dutiful and affeCtio- 
nate behaviour of herchildren: whoare bound in that 
caſe to manifeſt double kindnefs, and toalleviate, by 
all the tenderneſs and affection imaginable, the ma- 
ny difficulties and ſorrows of widowhood. Thoſe I 
amongſt you in ſuch circumſtances, will, I per- 
ſuade myſelf, think it your greateſt delight to ex- 
cell in every office of Filial Love; you will rejoice 
to teſtify by all means in your power that love to 
them, to whom, under God, you owe all bleſſ. 
ings, and to whom, as the givers of your being, 
and of your well-being, of your education, reli- 
gion, ſubſiſtence, you owe more than can ever be 
paid. * Happy you, who can make ſome return! 
happieſt they, who can make the greateſt! for the 
pleaſure of doing ſo, is the moſt divine and exqui- 
fite which this world can give, or to be equalled 
only by that which the joyful parent ſhares, in the 

pleaſing ręception of ſo acceptable a tribute 
And let parents never forget, that much, very 
much of this happineſs is in their own power; 
that it depends upon themſelves, and their early 
cultivation of their childrens minds: an important 
truth, which can never be too much enforc'd. If 
parents, actuated only by the ſtrong impulſe of na- 
tural love, uſe not thoſe endeavours to cultivate 
the young mind, which are abſolutely neceſſary ; 
if blind fondneſs, ever fatal, prevents them from 
plucking up thoſe evil weeds which eafily ſhew 
themſelves in the human heart, and which, ſuffer- 
ed to grow up, will choak the ſeed of every better 
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* « Parentes cariflimos habere debemus, quod ab iis nobis vi- 4 | 
ta, matrimonium, libertas, civitas tradita eſt.” Cic. poſt Red. 
in Sen, N. 24. E 
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plant; they muſt not wonder if their children af- 


: | terwards prove headſtrong, ſelf-willed, diſobedi- 


ent, and tear their hapleſs hearts with a, in- 
ſtead of ſoothing them with all the cornforts of fi- 
lial love. Wiſe are thoſe parents, who early in- 
ure their children to diſcipline, early tinckure their 


young minds with the knowledge of religion, and 


the love of virtue, and early lead their young feet 
into that bleſſed peaceful path, which once trod, 


and wellknown, they will find too delightful ever 


to forſake. %% 
And great caufe there is to do ſo, on every ac- 


df. +4 » « 


count; not only for-their own, not only for their 


children's happineſs in this world, but more eſ- 
pecially for their happineſs in the next; to which 
they perhaps may be called much earlier tlian ex- 


pected ; - may be cut down, lovely flowers, even 
in their bloom ! And then, how unpleaſing a fe- 
flection, that they have been taught little of God, 


and of their Saviour, while every attention has 


been given to inſtract them in the diſcipline of 


this world! Let that thought dwell upon your 


minds, and induce you (my young friends) to feek 


the Lord in your youth; that, if he ſhould give 
you an early ſummons to his Kingdom, you may 
be found ready and ripe for it; or if not, tnay, by 


the advantages of an early piety, advance to great- 
er perfection, and enjoy life with ſuperior com- 


fort. | 
Foo apt, alas! are we all, in the full vigour of 


: z life, to forget that we may be cut down as the 


graſs, and wither as a green herb! But melan- 


choly inſtances are ſometimes prefented before our 


view, to teach us this knowledge, and to ſhew us 


: | that impartial death pays no reſpect to youth or 


bloom, but levels theſe with as much unconcern 


as he levels age and infirmities How affecting 
the caſe which hath led me to theſe reflections!— 
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50 SERMON III. 2 
A young man, amiable in his perſon, engaging 
in his manners, conſcientious and exact in his 
duties, juſt blooming into life, the only ſon of his 
afflicted parents, in a moment, cut down and cor. 
rupting in the duſt Who, but muſt feel for 
thoſe parents, encompaſſed with the ſevereſt diſ. Mi 
treſs? who but muft feel the ſelfsconvicting 
thought, that no age is ſecure or exempt from the 
ſtroke of death; that ſtroke, which form this 
world conveys us to the preſence of Almighty God, 
and where our faithful diſcharge of duty below, 
will, through Chriſt, undoubtedly admit us to 
the fullneſs of bliſs : A thought which muſt awak- WM 
en in every parent's heart an anxious concern fer 
the ſpiritual inſtruction of their children, and in 
the heart of every child, a ſteady reſolution to ho. 
nour and obey their parents, that ſo God may fi- 


peace, Which, &c. 
ANECDOTES, recommending Filial Love. 


1. As ſome Chriſtian captives at Algiers, who 
had been ranſomed, were going to be diſcharged, 
the cruizers brought in a Swediſh veſſel, among 
the crew of which was the father of one of thoſe 
ranſomed captives. The ſon ſoon made himſelf |; 
known to the old man, but their unhappineſs to 
meet in ſuch a place, as may well be conceived, 
was grievous to both, The young man, however, 
conſidering that the flavery his father was about to 
undergo, would inevitably put an end to his life, 
requeſted that he might be releaſed, and him{elf M 
detained in his room; which was immediately 
granted, But when the ſtory was told to the go- 
vernor, he was ſo affected with it, that he com E 
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(he ſon likewiſe to be diſcharged, as the reward of 
his filial and exemplary tenderneſs. | 

2 One of the favourites of King Henry the 
Fifth, when Prince of Wales, having been in- 
died for ſome miſdemeanour, was condemned, 
notwithſtanding all the intereſt the Prince could 


eenſed at the iſſue of the trial, as to ſtrike the 
WT judge on the bench. This magiſtrate, whoſe 
name was Sir William Gaſcoigne, acted with a 
ſpirit becoming his character: He inſtantly or- 
dered the Prince to be committed to priſon ; and 
young Henry, by this time ſenſible of the inſult 
he had offered to the laws of his country, ſuffered 
himſelf to be quietly conducted to gaol, by the 
WE officers of juſtice. 'The King (Henry the Fourth) 
WE who was an excellent judge of mankind, was no 


out in a tranſport of joy, „ Happy is the King, 
Who bas a Magiſtrate poſſeſſed of courage to exe- 
cute the laws; and ſtill more happy, in having a 
Son who will ſubmit to ſuch chaſtiſement!“ 

3. Boleſlaus the fourth, King of Poland, had 
2 picture of his father, which he carried about his 
neck, ſet in a plate of gold; and when he was go- 


= took this pleaſing monitor in his hand, and kiſſ- 
| ing it, uſed to ſay, My Dear father, may I do 

nothing remiſsly, or unworthy of thy name !“ 
4. Among the incredible number of perſons 
1 who were proſcribed under the ſecond triumvirate 

of Rome, was the celebrated orator Cicero, and 
bis brother Quintus. When the news of this 
BE proſcription was brought to them, theyendeavour- 


They travelled together for ſome time, mutually 
condoling their bad fortune: But as their depar- 


ture had been very precipitate, and they were not 


D 2 furniſhed 


make in his favour; inſomuch, that he was ſo in- 


ſooner informed of this tranſaction, than he cried 
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52 SERMON III. 

ſurniſned with money and other neceſſaries for the 
voyage, it was agreed that Cicero ſhould make 
what haſte he could to the ſea-fide to ſecure their 
paſſage; and that Quintus ſhould return home to 
make more ample proviſion. But, as in moſt 
houſes there were as many informers as domeſticks, 
his return was immediately Known, and the houſe 
in conſequence filled with ſoldiers and aſſaſſins. 
Quintus concealed himſelf ſo effectually, that the 
ſoldiers could not find him. Enraged at their diſ- 
appointment, they put his ſon to the torture, in 
order te make him diſcover the place of his fa- 
ther's concealment; but filial affection was proof 
in this young Roman againſt the moſt exquiſite tor- 
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ments. An involuntary .figh, and ſometimes a | 
deep groan, was all that could be extorted from 
the generous youth. His agonies were increaſed ; | 
but, with amazing fortitude, he ſtill perſiſted in | 
his reſolution not to betray his father. Quintus : 
was not far off; and it may better be imagined, than : 
can be expreſſed, how the. heart of a father mutt 
have been affected with the ſighs and groans of 2 | 
ſon expiring in torture, to ſave his life. He could c 
bear it no longer; but, quitting the place of his © 
concealment, -preſented himſelf to the aſſaſſins, F 
beſeeching them with a flood of tears to put him to BY = 
death, and difmiſs the innocent child; whoſe ge- : 
nerous behaviour the triumvirs themſelves, if in- 
formed of the fact, would judge worthy of the R 
higheſt approbation and reward. But the inhu- n 
man monſters, without being in the leaſt touched n 
by the tears either of the father or the ſon, an- 
ſwered, that they both muſt die; the father, be- P 
. cauſe he was proſcribed ; and the ſon, becauſe he Wl ,, 
had concealed his father. Upon this, a new con- 5 
teſt of tenderneſs aroſe, who ſhould die the firſt; 8 
which however the aſi us ſoon decided, by be- h 


heading them both at the ſame time. 
„ | 5 Solon, 


SERMON III. 53 
10 Solon, the Spartan legiſlator, never would 
ir eſtabliſh any law againſt parricides, or parent-kil- 
I jers, ſaying, "Phe Gods forbid that a monſter 
ſt ſhould ever come into our common- wealth!“ and 
it is certain that upwards of two centuries elapſed, 
8 from the firſt building Rome, before ſo much as 
g. the name of parricide was known amongſt them. 
1e The firſt who killed his own father, and ſtained 
1 his hands in the blood of him who gave him life, 
n was Lucius Oftius, a perſon afterwards: deteſted 
\_ HE throughout all ages; and P. Malleolus, as Livy 
„informs us, was the firſt among the Romans who 
1 was known to have killed his mother ; and who 
a EY underwent that puniſhment, - which the ancients 
nianſtituted in ſo atrocious. a circumſtance. For 
8 they ordained, that the parricide ſhould. be firſt 
4 ſcourged in the ſevereſt manner; then ſewed up 
1 in a ſack, together with a cock, a viper, a dog 
and an ape, and ſo thrown headlong into the ſea. 


l the year pays a viſit to his mother, Who is ſeated 
dona throne to receive him; and four times on his 
| feet, and as often on his knees, he makes her a 
profound obeiſance, bowing his head even to the 
0 round. The ſame cuſtom is alſo obſerved through 
EK the greateſt part of the empire; and if it appears 
that any one is negligent or deficient in this duty 
0 his parents, he is liable to a complaint before 
„be magiſtrates, who puniſh ſuch: offenders with 
p much ſeverity. This however is ſeldom the cafe ; 


no people, in general, expreſſing more filial reſ- 
pect and duty than they. 4 
8 7. Sir Thomas More ſeems to have emulated 
this beautiful example; for, being Lord Chan- 
cellor of Fngland at the ſame time that his father 
was a Judge of the King's bench, he would al- 
Ways, on his entering Weſtminſter Hall, go firſt 
to the King's bench, and aſk his father's bleſſing, 
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54 SERMON III. 


before he went to ſit in the Court of Chancery; 
as if hereby to ſecure ſucceſs in the great deciſions 
of his high and important office. | 
8. During an eruption of mount Ætna many 
years fince, the danger it occaſioned to the inha- 
bitants of the adjacent country became very im- 
minent, and the flames flying about, they were 
obliged to retire to a greater diſtance. Amidſt the 
hurry and confuſion of ſuch a ſcene, (every one 
flying and carrying away what they deemed molt 
precious, ) two ſons, the one named Anapias, the 
Other Amphinomus, in the height of their ſolli- 
citude for the preſervation of their wealth and 
goods, recollected their father and mother, who, 
being both very old, were unable to ſave themſelves |} 
by flight. Filial tenderneſs ſet aſide every other 
conſideration; and Where,” cried the gene- 
rous youths, * ſhall we find a more precious trea+ 
% ſure, than thoſe who begat, and gave us be- 
« ing?” This ſaid, the one took up his father 
on his ſhoulders, the other his mother, and ſo 
made their way through the ſurrounding ſmoke 
and flames. The fact ſtruck all beholders wih 
the higheſt admiration; and they and their 
poſterity ever after called the path they took in their 
retreat, The field of the Pious, in memory 
of this pleaſing accident. 1 
9. A woman of diſtinction in Rome had been 
condemned to a capital puniſnment The prætor 
accordingly delivered her up to the triumvir, who 
cauſed her to be carried to priſon, in order to be 
put to death. The gaoler who had orders to exe- 
cute her, was moved with compaſſion, and could 
not reſolve to kill her: He determined therefore to 
jet her die of hunger; beſides which, he ſuffered 
her daughter to ſee her in priſon, taking care how- 
ever, to have her diligently examined, leſt ſhe 
might bring her ſuſtenance. As this continued 
| many 
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SERMON IM. 55 
many days, he was ſurprized that the priſoner liv- 
ea ſo long without eating; and, ſuſpecting the 
daughter, upon watching her he diſcovered that 


(ke the famous Xantippe, daughter of Cimon) 
5 ſhe nouriſhed her parent with the milk of her own. 
A breaſts, Amazed at ſo pious, and at the ſame 
” time ſo ingenious a procedure, he ventured to tell 
A the fact to the triumvir, and the triumvir to the 
70 prætor; who thought the circumſtance worthy of 
4 being related in the aſſembly of the people. The 
f criminal was pardoned: A decree paſſed, that 


the mother and daughter ſnould be ſubſiſted for the 
reſidue of their lives, at the expence of the pub- 
lick; and, to crown the whole, that a. temple 
% Sacred to Picty,”” ſhould be erected near the 
| priſon, 


4 e 
oY I IR Rt ES SY FI INN of 74 * 8 * . - 
F eee Fe $A tn ab ag ES R Tix * 4 2 : 
212 0 I ee ee RN ĩ ĩ ( ; 
„„ ⁵ CO LE I Re $5.0 > BY * r RS LINE C 0 5 RW EP ARE * 5 1 1 
r RES, IN hu” pits 4 2 D . 8 3 r 85 © SENS HIS; 99 25 3 
. 6 "> * r 2 SE tam ts TEES A Pee N n < *2& Wy td LL 0 2 r 2 N _—_- 
S Ll bo 2 EE * n 5 et v2 — n 8 Wy I wo N : N .at 2 PT,” & 4; Ws. - 
3 I \ EF; r 43 1 g 


aſked “ what was the moſt pleaſing event that had 
happened to him in his whole life;“ chearfully an- 
ſwered, It was this, that he had obtained that 
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2? BY glorious victory over the LeQurians, at a time 
T = when his father and mother were both living to en- 


Wd 27 
joy the news. 


famous battle of Actium, which made him maſter. 
of the univerſe, he held a council, in order to ex- 
amine the priſoners. who had been engaged in An- 
tony's party, Among the reſt; there was brought 
before him Metellus, an old man, oppreſſed with. 


and diſhevelled hair, bur eſpecially by his cloaths,. 
which, through his il]! fortune, were become very. 
ragged, The ſon of this Metellus, fat as one of 


nate his father, through this deplorable appear- 
ance: At length, however, after viewing him nar- 
rowly, having recollected his features, inſtead of 
D 4 being. 


10. Epaminondas the Theban general, being 


11. While Octavius was at Samos, after the 


years and infirmities, disfigured by a long teard: - 


the Judges, and at firſt could not eaſily diſcrimi- 


—.— 


a 25 FUE ⁰·· «BY 4 os es n 
Be RS. r en SN *% 3 Sh NT * x pa N 


F 
r 


Ct 
OE 15 SS be 


56 S ERM ON III. 


being aſhamed to own him, he ran to embrace the 
old man, and cried bitterly. 
ward the tribunal, „Cæſar, ſaid he, my father 
has been, your enemy, I your officer: He deſerves 
to be puniſhed, and I to be rewarded, The fa- 
vour I deſire of you-is, either to ſave him on my 
account, or to order me to be put to death with 
him.” All the Judges were touched with com- 


miſeration at this affecting ſcene ; and Octavius 
himſelf relenting, granted to old Metellus his life 


and liberty. 

12, Darius.invaded Scythia with all the forces 
of his empire : The Scythians retired, by little 
and little, till they came at length to the uttermoſt 
deſarts of Aſia. Here Darius ſent his ambaſſador 
io them, to demand where it was they propoſed 


to conclude their retreat, and when they intended 


to begin fighting. They returned him for an- 


ſwer, with the ſpirit ſo peculiar to that nation, 


That they had no cities, nor cultivated fields, 
for the defence of which they ſhould give him bat- 
tle; but when once he was come to the place of 
their fathers monuments, he ſhould then under- 
ſtand in what manner the Scythians uſed to fight:“ 
So great a reverence had even that barbarous na- 
tion for the aſhes of their anceſtors |! 

13. The Emperor Decimus, intending and de- 
ſiring to place the crown on the head of Decius 


his ſon, the young Prince refuſed it in the moſt 


ſtrenuous manner; ſaying, „I am afraid, left, 
being made an Emperor, I ſhould forget that I am 
a Son. I had rather be no Emperor, and a duti- 
ful ſon, than an Emperor, and ſuch a ſon as hath 
forſaken his due obedience, Let then my father 
bear the rule; and let this only be My. empire, — 
to obey with all humility, and to fulfil whatſoever 
he ſhall command me.” Thus the ſolemnity was, 
waved, 


Then, returning to- 


,* 
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e vVvared, and the young man was not crowned ; un- 
eis mankind ſhall fay, that this ſignal piety to- 
W wards an indulgent parent, was a more glorious 
diadem to the fon, than that which conſiſted mere- 
ly of gold and jewels, 
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On Fraternal Love. 
J . . 
| New Jeſus loved Martha, and her ſiſter, and 


Lazarus. 


T has been always allowed, that the cultivation. 
of young minds is of the utmoſt importance; 
not only becauſe the happineſs of ſtates greatly de- 
pends on the virtue and abilities of the riſing gene- 
ration ; but becauſe the felicity of young perſons 
in future life is immediately connected with the 
improvements and advantages they receive in youth. 
It therefore greatly concerns not only parents, but 
all thofe who are entruſted with the inſtruction of 
youth, to be more than ordinarily follieitious, fo- 
to form and embelliſh their minds, as to give them 
a probable hope of enjoying themſelves, as well as 
of becoming uſeful members in ſociety, when call- 

ed forth to fill up their places on the ſtage of life. 
Strongly impreſied with this idea, and very fully 
convineed of its weight and truth, I have often, 
during the courſe of my preaching, addreſſed my- 
ſelf oecaſionally to my younger . hearers : wiſhing 
to gain their hear-s, and engage them early in a 
ſervice, whole rewards are ſure, and inexpreſſibly 
great. But, revolving in my mind the cauſe of 
theſe lambs of the flock, this tender and ſollicitous 
charge, 1 have refolved, by God's affiſtance, to 
lay before them a ſeries of diſcourſes, calculated 
more eſpecially for the inſtruction of thoſe of my 
own ſex. — And having calarged already, with this 
view, on the ſtriking Advantages of Early Piety, 
> | | on 


23 


8 E FM ON" FF; 39: 
on the deplorable conſequences of vicious and bad 
Habits in Youth,. and alſo on that firſt and indiſ- 
penſable Duty of Love and Reverence to Parents; 
1 now proceed to recommend, as next in order 
and importance, the Duty of Fraternal Love ; a. 
duty not leſs inforced by nature, than by religion, 
and by every conſideration. of preſent advantage 
and comfort, | | 

1. Next to filial love, it is certainly. one of the 
moſt natural propenſities of the human heart. The 


great and wiſe Creator, who eſtabliſhed the pre- 


ſent mode of being, has certainly implanted and 
interwoven in the vety texture of the ſoul, all thoſe” 
tender and amiable charities, which are ſo pleaſing. 
in themſelves, while they are indiſpenſably necei- 
ſary to the being and good order of ſociety. And. 
he has ſo directed the mode of living, at our en- 
trance upon life, that every thing is calculated to- 
improve and ſtrengthen theſe natural tendencies. . 
Born of the ſame parents, brothers and ſiſters hang 
ar the ſame fond breaſt, and drink the ſame milk; 
fed beneath the ſame roof, they ſhare the ſame 
united and tender cares, the ſame ideas are impreſſ- 
ed, and they are taught to regard each other as 
cemented by tyes of the moſt endearing and indiſ- 
ſoluble ſort. No wonder hence, that a. mutual 
and increaſing: prepoſſeſſion for each other gains 
upon the heart; while cuſtom unites. with nature, 
and both are ſtrengthened by parental wiſdom and 
ſollicitude. Where that wiſdom and ſollicitude are 
Properly exerted, Fraternal Eove is ſeldom want- 
ing: its deficiency, for the moſt part, muſt be at- 
tributed either to the parent's careleſſneſs and ne- 
glect to cultivate it ; or to an evil, which all wiſe 
parents will moſt carefully avoid; a partial fond- 
neſs ſhewn to one, in neglect of other children 
'Tis undoubted, that ſome children from pa- 
ture inherit qualities, which render them more 
| ET amiable: 


60 S ERM ON IV. 


amiable and engaging than others, and there are 


circumſtances in life which naturally lead to preju- 
dices in favour of peculiar children : But, what- 
ever the parental heart may feel, it will always 


exert the moſt cautious endeayours to conceal any 
ſuch partialities; well aſſured that "EY are not 

requently 
the cauſe of breaking that golden cord of paternal. 


only blameable in themſelves, but very 


affection, which ſhould: always be kept moſt ſa- 


_ credly united, and which no jealouſies ſhould be 


allowed to diffolve or diſturb. Without theſe, na- 


ture rightly encouraged, and parents duly, improv- 


ing the affection, fraternal love for the moſt part, 
will reign amongſt children; for it is agreeable to 


nature, and all the right tendencies, of nature will 


undoubtedly operate as they are. deſigned, if not 
diſturbed in their regular courſe, if properly di- 
rected and aided by the wiſe hand of prudence and 
Experience. | 

2. And ſuch prudence and experience will al- 
ways apply to religion more eſpecialiy, for this aid 
and direction : * For the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
amongſt a thouſand characteriſticks of its excel- 
lence, has this peculiar recommendation, that it 
coincides with, and beautifully enforces all the 
fineſt feelings of nature. Indeed, its higheſt and 
moſt diſtinguiſhing doctrine, — that, I mean of 
univerſal love, is founded upon that fraternal re- 


lation, in which all men ſtand to each other. — 


Children of the great father of tie univerſe, we are 
called“ to love as brethren.” Brotherly affection 
therefore is not only expected in the profeſſors of 
this religion, but is the beſt foundation for the at- 


* „ Though there are numberleſs other motives (ſays a wor- 
thy father, writing to +} is ſon) to incite [Fraternal Love] that 
natural tendency of a good heart; yet, were there no other, its 
being pleaſing to the Almighty, is a ſufficient inducement for its 
cultivation in every worthy breaſt.” 


tainment 
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ſiſters. 


excelled in fraternal. and ſifterly affection, and, 
truly loving each other, were worthy of the love 
of Jeſus, That they excelled in this affection, is 
ſufficiently evident from that anxiety which the 
fitters ſhewed, when their worthy and much va- 


jued brother lay dangerouſly fick ; when they 
ſent that importunate and affecting meſſage to their 
friend; Lord behold He whom thou loveſt is 


ſick.” Happy Lazarus, bleſſed with ſuch: ſifters ! 


Happy ſiſters, bleſſed with a brother ſo worthy. 
your tendereſt eſteem ! Happy family, whoſe united 

affection was crowned with ſuch friendſhip as that 
; young 
friends!] feel you not in your hearts a laudable envy. 
of this favoured family? an earneſt emulation to 
be loved like them? Believe me, that emulation 


of the Saviour of the World! Oh, my 


need not be in vain. *Tis with yourſelves to be 
bleſt and to be favoured no leſs than Lazarus and 
his ſiſters ; Love one another as they loved; be 
as cordially ſollicitous for each other's beſt welfare; 


3 and reſt confidently aſſured, that Jeſus will love 
=E > ou, as he did Martha, and her ſiſter, and La- 


Zarus, | 
3. That fraternal love is agreeable to nature, 


and well- pleaſing to God, ſhould certainly be its 
ſufficient recommendation; but, beſides this, it is 
productive of many advantages, and attended with 
IF *©< Behold. how good and joyful - 


many comforts, 
a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in uni- 
ty!” That ſamily can ſcarcely fail of fortune and 


ly 


tainment of its perfection, and conſequently, moſt 
acceptable in the ſight of God. 1 

= We have a pleaſing proof how eſtimable it was 
in the fight of our adorable Redeemer, from the 
friendſhip wherewith he honoured Lazarus and his 
I <« Teſus loved Martha, and her ſiſter, and 
WE Lazarus :” no doubt, becauſe this happy family 
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felicity, who, brought up together in love, are ear- 
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ly taught to conſider each other's intereſts as one;. 


and continue through life mutually to ſerve and aſ- 


ſiſt each other. Hence it is, that we frequently, 


ſind thoſe parents moſt ſingularly bleſt in their fa- 


milies, who, having had the largꝭſt number of 
children, have made it their firſt and lateſt care to 


unite thoſe children in the bonds of brotherly love. 


Human policy, every conſideration ineites to this 
care. For, as brothers are to each other the beſt- 


and moſt faithful of friends; * ſo are they, when 


diſunited, too often the moſt bitter and prejudicial; 
of enemies: and that houſe can ſcarcely expect 


much worldly ſucceſs or advancement, where jar- 


ring intereſts and jarring ſentiments ſeparate thoſe: 


who ought to be chief friends. | 
The ancients, my young friends, conveyed 


much of their inſtruction in fables. And there: 


is one, Which perhaps you may know, but 


which well deſerves to be repeated, as it is not- 
only applicable to our preſent ſubject, but very: 


maructive in itſelf. A tender father on his 


death bed, called his children around him, and 


preſenting them with a-ſmall bundle of taigs, or- 
dered them to try, one after another, with all their 


force if they. could break it. They tried, but 


could not; “ Unbind it now, ſaid: he, and take 


every twig of it ſeparately, and ſee what you can do 


by that means.” They did ſo, and with great- 
eaſe, one by one, they broke it all to pieces, — 


© Behold, faid he, my dear children, the true 


emblem of your condition. Keep together and. 


you will be ſafe, unhurt and proſperous. Divide, 


and you are certainly undone.” 
4. But the advantages of Fraternal Love, how- 
eyer great, are not comparable- to. the comforts: 


* Quis amicior, quam frater fratri ? aut quem alienum fidum 


invenies, fi tuis hoſtis ſueris? &. See the ſpeech of Micipſa to- |: 


Jogurtha, in Salluſt. Jugurth, Bell, P. 247. Edit, Waſte. . 
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and honours which it brings. For all the advan- 
tage, in the world, could they be attained, be- 


come but ſplendid miſeries, when the mind is 
harraſſed and diſtreſſed, and the bofom torn with the: 


WT chagrin of uneaſy paſſions, And what chagrin, 


what uneaſineſs can be more painful, than that 
which ariſes from domeſtick quarrels and diviſions; . 
when brother is ſet againſt brother, and the houſe- 
divided againſt itſelf totters to its fall! 

The abuſe of the beſt things is always the worſt. 
It is eminently the caſe: with fraternal affection :. 
Fraternal hatred is even proverbial for the bittereſt: 
hatred ;- and who knows not how devoid of com- 


ſort that heart muſt be, where ſuch hatred rankles 


and boils |. 
On the contrary, what inexpreffible delight, 


uhen brothers and ſiſters of one family live toge- 


ther in all. the harmony of friendſhip and good eſ- 
teem ! mutually delighted and charmed with each 
other's preſence and ſociety I Peace dwells in- 
their boſom, and tranſport beats at their heart. 


They know how to alleviate each other's troubles: 


and difhculties ;. they know how to impart and: 
double each other's felicity and pleaſure. And if, 
perchance, their aged parents live, who have form- 

ed them thus to love; whoſe early care provided: 
for them this high feaſt of the moſt delicate ſenſa- 

tions; what increaſing raptures do they feel, from- 
bieſſing thoſe parents with this fruit of their care! 
O ye happy parents, if I could envy any beings. 
upon earth, it were You ; who ſee your youth re- 

newed in good and worthy children flouriſhing 
around you; who ſee thoſe children amply crown-. 


ng your days and nights of paſt ſollicitude; not on- 


ly with the moſt reverential reſpect to yourſelves,, 
but, with what you wiſh ſtill more, if poſſible, with 
the firmeſt and moſt reſpectful love to each other! 


that. 
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that love you ſought to inſpire, like olive branches 
verdant around you; bleſſed in you, bleſſed in 
each other, bleſſed in themſelves; the providence 
of God ſmiling upon them ; ſucceſs and honour at- 
tending their ſteps. Happy parents ! your's 1s a 
choſen lot. Happy parents ! who from the mo- 
ment they become ſuch, exert their utmoſt efforts 


to attain that lot, and to ſtrengthen by the bonds 


of religion and inſtruction, what nature ſo kindly 
implants, and will aid ſo much in the rearing. 

5, I ſaid that ſucceſs and honour accompany 
thoſe who excel in Fraternal Love: They will not 


only feel the moſt pleaſing comfort which the hu- 1 


man heart can enjoy; they will not only have the 
greateſt probability of worldly ſucceſs; but they 
will certainly find that, which is indeed one great 
means of worldly advancement; they will find re- 
al honour attending them: They will obtain all 
the advantages which accompany good reputa- 
tion. | | 

I dare appeal to the ſentiments of any man living 
upon this occaſion. You involuntarily and im- 
mediately conceive a good opinion of that young 
perſon, who diſtingniſhes himſelf for his Fraternal 
and Filial Love. I join both, becauſe I conceive 
they can never be ſeparated. He who loves his 
brethren and ſiſters, will unqueſtionably love his 
parents; as he who loves. his chriſtian brother, 
will affuredly love his Father in heaven, Let a 
perſon be recommended to you as excelling in this 
affection ; as remarkable for his tenderneſs and 
attachment to his family; Your heart will inſtant- 
ly bear teſtimony to him; you will eſteem and ho- 
nour him. Contemplate a whole family, eminent 
for their union and affection to each other: See 
the brothers dutiful to their parents ; kind and re- 
ſpeQtful to their ſiſters ; ſollicitous for, and ſerving 
each other; — You cannot help admiring them; 
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vou are ſure there is virtue and goodneſs amongſt 
W them ; you think, you ſpeak of them with plea- 
ture, and would, certainly, in worldiy matters, 
prefer, where poſſible, connections with them. 
This is the language of nature, of feeling; *tis 
univerſal, and therefore juſt, But ſay, my young 
friends! Can an argument more forcible be urged 
for your cultivation of brotherly love; which will 
thus gain you the 1avoluntary, and conſequently 
the beſt homage. of your fellow-creatures ; which 
will be at all times a patron to recommend, and an 
advocate to plead your cauſe in every honeſt breaſt? 
Great and many are the advantages of good repu- 
tation, that jewel of ineſtimable price, — as perhaps 


— 1 
may hereafter be ſhewn : Nor can you be too anx- . 
t jous to gain it, cr too chary of it when gained. it 
- But take it from me, as an undoubted truth, no- 9 


thing will tend ſo much to ſecure it, as a regard 
to that virtue we are enforcing; as a tender and 
unwearied love of your brothers, a love founded in 
the heart, and exerting itſelf in every friendly” and . 
fraternal action; as a ſollicitous endeavour to 1 
guard the honour, to defend the rights, to pro- 1 
mote the happineſs of thoſe ſiſters, who have a 

greater, a more affecting claim upon your love, as 

being by providence ordained more defencelels, 

to bleſs you with the exquiſite honour and happi- 

neſs of protecting them. 

Tenderer as they are by nature, and perhaps 
more ſuſceptable ot thegentler affections, it is their 
frequent praiſe to excel] greatly in this laudable at- 

tachment: And we ſee in the caſe. of Lazarus be- 
fore us, what good fiſters can do tor their bro- 
MK ther :—— They can call in Jeſus to his aid. By 
their piety and their prayers they can often obtain, 
the beſt bleſſings from heaven, and by the purity: 
and engaging mildneſs of their behaviour, may 
win a brother, and raiſe him from- the death of ſin 
to 
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to the life of righteouſneſs and virtue, This, at 
leaſt, ſhould be the the endeavour of thoſe, who 
ſee their brothers deviating from the path of truth 
and virtue, —For ſuch as happily and unitedly walk 
together in thoſe paths; for ſuch as are anxious 
to communicate good to each other; ſpiritual 
good) more eſpecially ; (like Andrew, no ſooner 
nding the Meſſiah themſelves, than haſtening to 
inform their own brother Simon, * and zealous to. 
impart all the happineſs they themſelves received ;} 
For, ſuch, I can find no words ſtrong enough to. 
felicitate their choice !——You are acting agreea-. 


bly to the beſt diQates of nature, conformably to. 
the will and higheſt approbation of your God and 


Redeemer : Your conduct is formed upon the beſt 
principles of wiſdom ; like Godlineſs, it is not 


only profitable for the world. to come, but for this. 
world alſo ;” it is the ſureſt road to ſucceſs; the. 
likelieſt means to procure you all the advantages of 
this life: Peace of mind, and the higheſt delights. 
Which the ſoul can relifh, will be your internal 
comfort; and you may be infallibly aſſured of the 
good eſteem and reſpect of all thoſe, who are wor- 
thy your eſteem; the virtuous and the good, will 


admire and applaud you, | 


Need J, my young friends, offer any other ar- 
guments towards the cultivation of this virtuous af- 
feddion? Which would you rather be ?—aſk your 


own hearts,—a Cain, fligmatized by the hand of 
God himſelf for fraternal hatred ; driven from ſo- 
ciety, an outcaſt and a vagabond, unnatural, ir- 


religious, uncomfortable, deſpiſed, hated : or a. 
Joſeph, melting with Fraternal Love; forgiving. 


every injury; blefling with proſperity all his Houle; 
weeping over the necks of recovered brethren, 
bowing the affectionate knee to an ancient and 


*. John i. 40. 
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venerable parent ; virtuous, fearing God, abound- 
ing in plenty, in comfort, in glory? O! where i; 
the heart that feels not the contraſt ? Yes, my 
young friends, while you fhrink with horror from 
the fratricide of a Cain, you envy the life and ſal- 
vation reſtored by the affection of a Joſeph. 

Be it yours, like him, to cultivate in your hearts 
that fear of God, which ſo remarkably ſuſtained 
him amidſt all his tryals and temprations ; which 
preſerved him from defiling his maſter's bed, 
which preſerved him from avenging himſelf on 
cruel and unworthy brothers; (for even a Joſeph 
had cruel and unworthy brethren) which, far from 
vengeance, inſpired him with the -moſt amiable 
diſpoſition to forgive ;—and not to forgive only, 
but to {uccour and to ſave ! And thus to melt them 
8 his love by heaping coals of kindneſs on their 
ieads, | | 

Yes, it is the fear of God only which can give 
ſtability to this, as to every other virtue. Let pa- 
rents then, whoſe hearts neareſt with it is, to fee 
their children dwell together in unity, let them ear- 
y cultivate in their children that divine religion, 
whoſe bleſſed precepts fo nobly enforce the duty of 
Fraternal Love. Wiſe are thoſe parents, and 
happy will they find themſelves, who, void of 
all ſimple prejudices ; who. never indulging to 
any ill- grounded partialities, labour to the utmoſt of 


their power to inculcate, from the earlieſt mo- 


ment, the knowledge and the love of God on 
their children's hearts; who teach them that 
they have all one father, ' even God, and are 
bound, if they would pleaſe him, to love as bre- 
thren ; (a duty fo ſweet, fo beneficial and comfor- 
table, that one would wonder there ſhould ever 
have been need to command it, had we not a 
much more ſtriking cauſe of wonder, in obſerving 


how little it is fulfilled;) who teach their chil- 


cren, by every mild and gentle method to unite- 
1 in. 
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in reciprocal offices of love; pointing out to them 
the advantages, cauſing them to teel the comforts, 
to ſhare the honours, and by every poſſible method 
impreſſing upon them the neceſſity, of this cloſe 
and dear union, to all their beſt intereſts both here 
and hereafter. Proceed with courage, ye worthy. 
and affectionate parents, in this method; early 
and late implore the bleſſing of heaven on your 
beſt endeavours; and reſt aſſured, that your chil- 
dren will riſe up to bleſs you, and prove a crown 
of glory to your hoary heads. Which, &c. 


AN EC DOrEs, enforcing Fraternal Love. 


r. Seylurus the Scythian, having fourſcore ſons, 
deſired nothing ſo much as to bring them up in, 
the love of each other: and, to ſhew them how 
invincible ſuch a concord would render them, as 
he lay on his death-bed, he called them around 
him, and giving to each of them a bundle of ja- 
velins, bade them try if they could break the bun- 
dles. The young men, having attempted, and 
declaring it impracticable, Scylurus untied the 
bundles in their preſence, broke the javelins one 
by one, with the greateſt eaſe, and from thence 
took occaſion thus to addreſs his children,“ Be- 
hold, my ſons, your ſtrength; whilſt linked to- 
gether in the bonds of amity; On the contrary, 
how weak, and what an eaſy prey you muſt be, 
8 ſeparated in your intereſts by diſcords and ſe- 
dition.“ 

2. As one of the water- bearers at the fountain 
of the Fauxbourgs St. Germain in Paris, was at 
his uſual labours in Auguſt 1766, he was taken 
away by a gentleman in a ſplendid. coach, Who 
proved to. be his own brother, and who, at the 
age of three years had been carried to India, where 
he made a conſiderable fortune. On his return to 
France he had made inquiry reſpecting his family ; 

| | all 
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and hearing that he had only one brother alive, 
and he in this humble condition of a water- bear- 
er, he ſought him out, embraced him with great 
affection, and brought him to his houſe; where 
he gave him bills for upwards of a thouſand crowns 
per annum. 

3. The learned and pious Biſhop Hall tells us, 
in his “ Specialities,” that inſtead of being ſent 
to the univerſity when a boy, he was very near be- 
ing placed for education under a private tutor at 
Leiceſter : But his elder brother having occaſion to 
Cambridge about this time, and waiting upon a 


Fellow of Emmanuel College, the latter, on hear- 
ing of the diverſion of old Mr. Hal!'s former pur- 


poſes from the univerſity, importunately diſſuaded 


him from that new. courſe, profeſſing to pity the 


lofs of ſuch good hopes. The elder brother, mov- 
ed with theſe words, on his return home, fell up- 
on his knees to his father, and beſought him to 
alter ſo prejudicial a reſolution, and not ſuffer the 
young man's hopes to be drowned in a ſhallow 
country channel, but revive his firſt intentions for 
Cambridge; adding, in the zeal of his affection, 
* that if the chargeableneſs of that courſe were 
the hindrance, he ſhould be rather pleaſed to fell 
part of that land, which, in the order of nature, 
he was to inherit, than to abridge his brother of ſo 


happy a mean to perfect his education.” This 


very uncommon and amiable inſtance of generoſi- 
ty had its. due effect; and the world ſufficiently 
knows the ſucceſs and bleſſing which attended it, 
through the excellent labours of this eloquent and 
devout prelate. 

4. The father of that eminent lawyer Mr. Ser- 


jeant Glanvill had a good eſtate, which he intend- 


ed to ſettle on his elder ſon ; but he proving a vi- 
cious young man, and there being no hopes of his 
recovery, he devolved it upon the Serjeant, who 
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was his ſecond ſon. Upon the father's death, the 
eldeſt, finding that what he had before conſidered 


as the mere threatenings of an angry old man, 
were now but too certain, became melancholick, 
which by degrees wrought in him ſo great a change, 
that what his father could not prevail in while he 
lived, was now effected by the ſeverity of his laſt 
will. His brother obſerving this, called him, with 
many of his friends together to a feaſt ; where, 
after other diſnes had been (ſerved up, he ordered 
one, which was covered, to be ſet before his bro- 


ther, and deſired him to uncover it; upon his do- 


ing which, the company, no leſs than himſelf, 


were ſurpriſed to find it full of writings, and ſtill 


more, when the Serjeant told them“ that he was 


now doing what he was ſure his father would have 


done, had he lived to ſee that happy change which 
they now all ſaw in his brother; and therefore, 
he freely reſtored to him the whole eſtate.” 

5. In the year 1585, the Portugueſe Carracks 
failed from Liſbon to Goa, a very rich and flou- 
riſhing colony of that nation in the Eaſt Indies. 
On board of cne of theſe veſſels, there were no 
leſs than 1200 ſouls, mariners, paſſengers, prieſts, 
and friars : The beginning of their voyage was 
proſperous, but not many days after, through the 
perverſeneſs of the pilot, the ſhip ſtruck on a rock, 
and inſtant death began to ſtare them in the face. 
In this diſtreſs, the captain ordered the pinnace to 
be launched, into which having. toſſed a fmall 
quantity of biſcuit, and ſome boxes of marmalade, 


he jumped in himſelf, with 19 others, who with 
their ſwords prevented the coming of any more, 


leſt the boat ſhould fink. Thus ſcantily equipped, 
they put off into the great Indian ocean, without 
a compaſs to ſteer by, or any freſh water, but 
what might happen to fall trem the heavens, 


whoſe mercy .alane could deliver them. At oo 
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and they were obliged, to prevent confuſion, to 
elect one of their company to command them. 
This perſon propoſed to them to draw lots, and 
caſt every 4th man overboard, their ſmall ſtock of 
proviſion beig now ſo far ſpent, as not to be able, 


. at very ſhort allowance, to ſuſtain life above three 


days longer. To this they agreed, fo that there 
were 4 to die out of their unhappy number, the 
captain, a friar, and a carpenter being exempted 
by general conſent. The lots being caſt, three of 
the firſt ſubmitted to their fate, after they had con- 
felled and received abſolution. The 4th victim 
was a Portugueſe gentleman, that had a younger 
brother in the boat ; who feeing him about to be 
thrown over board, moſt tenderly embraced him, 
and with teare beſought him to let him die in his 
room ; enforcing his arguments by telling him, 
{© that he was a married man, and had a wife and 
children at Goa, beſides the care of three liſters, 
who abſolutely depended upon him for ſupport z 
whereas himſelf was ſingle, and his life of no great 
importance :” He therefore conjured him to ſuffer 
him to ſupply his place; aſſuring him that he had ra- 
ther die for him,than tolive without him. The el- 
der brother, aſtoniſhed, and melting with his gene- 
rolity, replied, **thatfince the divine providence had 
appointed him to ſuffer, it would be wicked and un- 
juſt to permit any other to die for him, but eſpe- 
cially a brother to whom he was ſo infinitely oblig- 
ed.” Ihe younger, however, perſiſting in his 
refuſal, would take no denial; but, throwing 
himſelf on his knees, held his brother fo faſt, that 
the company could not diſengage him. Thus 
they diſputed a while; the elder bidding him be a 
father to his children, and recommending his wife 
and ſiſters to his protection; but all he could fay 
could not make the younger deſiſt. This was a 


ſcene 


| SERMON, 
end of 4 or 5 days, the captain dyed with fickneſs, 
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72 AK RM ON AV. 
ſeene of tenderneſs that muſt fill every humane 
breaſt with pity: At laſt, the conſtincy of the 
elder brother yielded to the piety of the other, and 
ſuffered the gallant youth to ſupply his ſtead ; who 
being caſt into the ſea, and a good ſwimmer, ſoon 
got to the ſtern of the pinnace, and laid hold of 
the rudder with his right hand. This being per- 
ceived by one of the ſailors, he cut off the hand 
with his ſword ; then dropping into the ſea, he 
preſently regainedzhis hold with his left hand, 
which received the fame fate by a fecond blow. 
Thus diſmembered of both hands, he made a ſhift 
notwithſtanding to keep himſelf above water With 
his feet and two ſtumps, which he held bleeding 
upwards. This moving ſpectacle ſo ſtung the pity 
of the whole company, that they cried out, “ he 
is but one man; let us endeavour to fave him!” 
Accordingly, he was taken into the boat, where he 
had his hands bound up as. well as the place and 
circumſtances would admit. They then continued 
rowing all night; and the next morning, when 
the ſun aroſe (as if heaven would reward the gal- 
lantry and piety of this young man) they deſeried 
land; which proved to be the mountains of Mo- 
zambigue, in Africa, not far from a Portugueſe 
colony : Thither they all ſafe arrived, where they 
remained till the next ſhip from Lifbon paſſed by, 
and carried them to Goa. At that city, Linſcho- 
ten, a writer of good eredit, aſſures us he himſelf 
ſaw them land, ſupped with the two brothers that 
very night, beheld the younger with his ' ſtumps, 
and had the ſtory from 'their own mouths. See 
His Voyages. . 
6. Titus, the Roman Emperor, Who was. call- 
ed for his virtues “ the delight of mankind,” bore 
ſuch a brotherly affection toward Domitian, that 
though he knew he had ſpoken irreverently of him 
and had ſollicited the army to rebellion; yet be 
| neve! 
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never treated him with the leſs love or reſpect, 


even on that account, nor would ſuffer others to 


do ſo; but called him his partner and ſucceſſor in 


the empire, and ſometimes, when they were alone 
together, he beſought him not only with earneſt 
intreaties, but with tears, that he would bear the 


ſame brotherly love towards Him, as he always 


had, and ſhould ever find from him. 

7. During the heavy war with Antiochus, the 
province of Aſia fell to the lot of Lucius the bro- 
ther of Scipio Africanus; but the Senate, not 
thinking his abilities adequate to the charge, ſeem- 


ed inclinable rather to commit the conduct of the 


war to Caius Lælius his colleague, with whom 
his brother Africanus was in the moſt intimate 
friendſhip. But no ſooner had the latter heard of 
their deliberation, than he earneſtly beſought the 
ſenate not to transfer the province, though it were 
to Lælius himſelf, which had fallen by lot to his 
brother; promiſing at the ſame time that he would 
accompany Lucius into Aſia, and ferve with him 
in quality of his legate. Thus the elder brother 
f:ſtered and ſupported the younger; the valiant 
defended the weak; and fo aided him with his 
counſel, that at length Lucius returned to his 


country triumphant, and was crowned with the 


elorious ſurname of Scipio Aſiaticus. 
8. Henry, King of Arragon and Sicily, left at 
nis death his only ſon John, a child of two and 


| twenty months old, whom he entruſted to the care 


and fidelity of his brother Ferdinand. This Prince 
was a man of great virtue and merit, and therefore 
the eyes of the nobles and people were fixed upon 
him; and not only in private diſcouries, but in 
the publick aſſemblies, he had the general voice 
and conſent to be choſen King of Arragon. With 


unſhaken magnanimity however he remained deaf 
to theſe offers; alledged and aſſerted the right of 
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his infant nephew, and the cuſtom of the country, 
together with his dying brother's laſt will, which 
ſaid he, you are bound the rather to maintain, by 
.how much the-more incapable the-young Prince js 
to do it.” His words notwithſtanding, had not 
the effect he withed, and the aſſembly adjourned 
for that day: Soon after they met again, in hopes 
that having had time to conſider of it, he would 
now accept their ſuffrages. Ferdinand apprized of 
their purpoſe, prepared himſelf for their reception, 
cauſed the little child to be clothed in royal robes, 
and having hid him under his garments, went and 
took his ſeat in the aſſembly; Upon which the 
maſter of the horſe, by order the States, coming 
up and aſking him, Whom, O Ferdinand, is 
it your pleaſure to have declared our K ing?“ The 
generous Prince, with a ſharp look and ſolemn 
tone, replied, Whom: but John, the ſon: of our 
brother ?”— Having ſaid this, he immediately took 
the infant from under his robe, and lifting him up- 
on his ſhoulders, with a loud voice cried, God 
fave King John!” Then ſetting down the child 
and commanding the royal banners to be diſplay- 
ed, he caſt himſelf. firſt to the ground before him; 
and all the reſt, moved by his. illuſtrious example, 
did. the like. 6 | WET 
g. Timoleon the Corinthian is a noble pattern of 
"Fraternal Love; for. being in a battle with the 
Argives, and ſeeing his brother fall down dead 
with the wounds he had received, he inſtantly 
leaped over his dead body, and with his ſhield pro- 
tected it from inſult and plunder; and though 
ſorely wounded in this generous enterprize, he 
would not by any means retreat to a place of ſafety, 
till ſuch time as he had ſeen the corpſe carried off 
the field by his friends. —How happy for Chriſti- 
ans, would they imitate this Heathen, and as ten- 


derly ſereen from abuſe and calumny the wounded 
ä Reputation 
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Reputation or dying Honour, of an abſent or de- 
fenceleſs brother | 

10. Dwing the whole third general perſecution 
of the Chriſtians, under the Emperor Trajan, in 
the year of Chriſt one hundred, the ho'y Evange- 
liſt St. John felt none of the ſtorm at Epheſus, 
where he reſided ; but purſued his duty in peace, 
though extremely weak and declining, being then 
near an hundred years of age. He continually, in 
is preaching, urged his auditors to the great du- 
ties of love and tenderneſs for each other; and our 
Lord's great love to him, ſeems\to have inſpired 
his ſoul with a more extenſive and generous affecti- 
on than was common to the reſt of mankind. St. 
Tervine tells us that by reaſon of his great age, he 
was reduced to ſuch weakneſs, as to be unable to 
go to the church, or Chriſtian aſſemblies, unleſs 
carried by his diſciples 3 and that not being able 
to make long difeourſes, he urged little more in 
thoſe aſſemblies than this ſentence, ©* My dear 
children, love one another.” "Thoſe who heard 
him, being at length weary with this conſtant re- 
petition of the ſame injunction, ſaid to him, 
*© Maſter, why do you always ſay the fame thing?” 
To which he returned them this anſwer, worthy 
of the beloved apoſtle: It is what our Lord 
himſelf has commanded ; and if we can perform 
this, we need do nothing more.” Thus we fee 
love is not only fulfilling of the Law, but the per- 
| fection of the Goſpel too. 
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Application to Wiſdom and Learning re- 
8 commended and enforced. 


PROVERBS iv. 7, 8, 9. 


M iſdom is the principal thing; therefore get wif- 
dom ; and with all thy getting, get under/land- 
ing. Exalt her, and fhe ſhall promote thee : She 
all bring thee to honour, Then thou doft embrace 

. her.—Sbe ſhall give to thine head an ornament of 


grace; a crown of glory ſhall ſhe deliver to thee, 


N early and diligent application to Learning 
and Wiſdom, is the next duty we would 
wilh to enforce upon young perſons. SoLoMow, 
whoſe. extraordinary praiſe it is, that he was the 
wiſeſt of the ſons of men, not only in the text, 
but in various other parts of this book, commends 
Wiſdem as the principal thing; and ſpeaks of 
her in the higheſt terms, as moſt uſeful, comfort- 
able, and honourable to mankind: Nor can any 
words be ſtronger than thoſe he uſes, to recom- 
mend the acquiſition of this valuable Wiſdom : 
« Wiſdom is the prineipal thing, &c.” 
Solomon is not peculiar in his opinion: All 
thoſe, in every age, who have been maſt familiar 
with Wiſdom ; who have been bleſſed with the 
Jargeſt and moſt comprehenſive underſtanding, 
have united their voice with him; have with one 
content declared, That Wiſdom is the princt- 
pal thing; that happy is the man who attaineth 
her; that ſhe is more precious than rubies ; and 
that all we can deſire is not to be compared unto 


her.“ | 
| Nor 
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Nor ſhall we heſitate to unite in the ſame opi- 
nion, when we conſider, Firſt, what is meant by 
this Wiſdom ; Secondly, what are its properties 
and effects: A due ſenſe of which will, 1 hope, 
be ſufficient, not only to awaken in all your hearts 
a love of wiſdom, but a ſerious application in 
youth, to the knowledge and acquiſition of her ; 
an acquiſition, to which, as I will ſhew, you are 
ſtimulated by every motive of duty to your God ; 
to your parents; to ſociety ; to yourſelves. 

I, Firſt, then, let us fee *© what is meant by 
this Wiſdom,” whieh, according to the eſtimate 
of Solomon, is of ſuch great price: ** Wiſdom 
is the principal thing, ſays he; therefore get Wis- 
dom ;” and he ſubjoins, inthe next clauſe, which 
according to the Eaſtern mode of proverbial writ- 
ing, is explanatory of the former, ©© and with all 
thy getting, get Underſtanding.” By Wiſdom, 
therefore; or Underſtanding, which is the ſame, 
is meant, that cultivation and enlargement of 
mind, which enables a man clearly to fee and un- 
derſtand all- thoſe things, which concern his pre- 
ſent and future well-being. | | 
 CrcxRo;. than whom no man was a better 
judge, — for no man more earneſtly ſought, or bet- 
ter underſtood the true nature of Wiſdom ; no 
man, I mean, of the heathen world; Cicero, has 
given nearly the fame definition of Wisdom. 
What, ſays he, is more deſirable than Wiſ⸗ 
com? What more excellent in itſelf; what more 
uſeful to man, or more worthy his purſuit ? hey 
who earneſtly ſeek fer it, are called philoſophers ; 
tor philoſophy, in the ſtrict meaning of the word, 
is no other than the ve of M dom. But Wil- 
dem, as defined by the ancient philoſophers, is the 
knowledge of things divine nd human, and of 
their Efficient Cauſes; the ſtudy of which who- 4 
ever deſpiſes, I know not what he can think wor- A 
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78 SERMON V. 
thy of his approbation. For, whether you ſeek 


for an agreeable amuſement, or a relaxation from 
care; What can be comparable t> thoſe ſtudies, 
which are always ſearching out for ſomething, that 
may tend to make life more eaſy and happy? Are 
you defirous of learning the principles of fortitude 
and virtue? —This, or none beſide, is the art by 
which you may acquire them. They who affirm 
that there is no art in things of the greateſt mo- 
ment, while nothing, even the moſt trifling, is 
attained without the aid of art, are men of no 
reflection, and guilty of the groſſeſt error: But if 
there 1s any ſcience of virtue, where ſhall it be 
learned, if not in the ſchool of this Wiſdom *?“ 
II. You lee one of the nobleſt properties of this 
wiſdom, this enlargement of the mind,” this 
*© right knowiedge of things divine and human,” 
pointed out in theſe words of Cicero, which! 
have yuſt read to you. Wiſdom is the guide to 


virtue; unattainable without it, but certainly to 


be learned in that ſchool. And as virtue, or the 
right diſcharge of our duty in every ſtation of life, 
our duty to God, our neighbour, and ourſelves, 
is at once the beſt prerogative, and the higheſt 
exaltation of the human nature; Wiſdom on this 
account may juſtly be termed * the principal 
thing,” and eminently merits our moſt zealous 
and laborious puriuit, As virtue contains the 
whole artct right and happy living, it may be un- 
neceſſary to enlarge on all thoſe particular branches 
of virtue, which wiſdom inculcates and enforces : 
But I would juſt obſerve, that the ſtudy of Wil- 
dom not only erables us to live virtuouſly, but to 
live happily. Indeed virtue is happiaeſs : * All 
the ancient philoſophers, ſays Cicero, thought 
man's happineſs to be derived from virtue alone.“ 


* See Cicero de Officiis, Lib. ii, ſect. 2. | 
| | e | 7 — But, 
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— But, it may be poffible for the good man to be 
afflicted with evils; evils of ſuch a ſort, as may 
take off the zeſt and reliſh of life, and render its 
eaſures vapid and taſteleſs. In this eaſe the love 
of Wiſdem will be found peculiarly excellent; it 
will afford the. mind a thouſand delights, which 
thoſe who are ſtrangers to it*can never experience; 
and it will fo far: remove the unavoidable evils of 
our being; as to render them light and eaſy to be 
borne; much the lighter. and more eaſy, for the 
peculiar comforts and gratifications it affords the 
ſoul. | | 
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Perhaps it may be thought I do injuſtiee to the | 
cauſe of Wiſdom, by mentioning any particular | 
caſes in which it will profit and comfort mankind ?- 

In all caſes, ,and in every ſituation of life, Wif- |: 
dom is advantageous ; and the love of knowledge | 
no leſs pleaſing than profitable. Nay, did learn- A 
ing afford no aſſiſtance to virtue; was pleaſurethe- F 
only benefit ariſing from ſtudy; it muſt, on every 1 
account, be allowed to be an amuſement of the i 
nobleſt kind, and every way beſt ſuited: to the na- q 

8 


ture of man. Other relaxations” ſays the fine 
writer above quoted, „are peculiar to certain 
times, places and ſtages of life; but letters are the 
ornament of youth, and the comfort of old age: 
They throw an additional luſtre on proſperity; 
they are the reſource and conſolation of adverſity: 
They delight us at home, and are no embaraſſ- 
ment to us when abroad. In ſhort, they are com- 
pany to us at night; our fellow-travellers on a 
journey ; and attendants in our rural receſſes *.” 
This is, and. hath always been efteemed, one 
of the moſt elegant encomiums of letters; of that 
love of Wiſdom, which is ſo conducive to virtue; 
. which ſo much promotes and increaſes the felicity 


t *. Cic. Orat..pro Archia; N. 16. 
T | E +. and. 
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and the comforts of life; and which, as another 


excellent property, is one of the beſt and ſureſt 
means of acquiring riches and honour; * Exalt 


her, and ſhe ſhall promote thee,” ſays the wiſe 


man; „ the ſhall bring thee to honour when 
thou doſt embrace her; ſhe ſhall give to thine 
head an ornament of grace; a crown of glory 
ſhall ſhe deliver to thee.” | 3} th i 
It requires, I ſuppoſe, no great reaſoning to 
prove, that. he is moſt likely to proſper in this 
life, whoſe mind 1s beſt cultivated and enlarged 
with the trueſt notions of things ; and who joins 
to that cultivated underſtanding a correſpondent 
practice, not leſs excelling in virtue than in know- 
ledge. Humanly ſpeaking, there ſeems no doubt 
of that man's Proſperity” in this world, who 
wiſely, virtuouſly, and diligently fills up the du- 
ties of his ſtation. The misfortunes of mankind 
are for the moſt part owing to their own igno- 
rance, follies and vices. 1 71705 
Again *© Honour,” is the general attendant up- 
on Wiſdom. That which peculiarly diſtinguiſhes 
man from the reſt of the animal creation, is rea- 
ſon, is underſtanding ; and however abſurdly and 
weakly a man may act, there is no reproach which 
he bears ſo ill, or takes ſo heinouſly, as a reproach 
on his underſtanding. It is on this account, that, 
however deficient men may be in knowledge, how- 
ever rude and uninform'd in mind; you general- 
ly find them more or leſs affecting the appear- 
ance of knowledge. Hence that vanity, fo uni- 
verſa] amongſt the ſons of men. But the true va- 
lue and general approbation of knowledge clearly 
follow from hence: If its appearance be ſo deſira- 
ble, what muſt the reality be? Experience con- 
firms this obſervation. W ho are they of ancient 
times, but the wiſeſt and beſt informed, whoſe 


memories are handed down to us; moſt honoured 


and. 
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Who are they, amongſt. 


and regarded by us ? 


our cotemporaries, whom we look up to with eyes 
t of veneration and reſpet, but the wiſe and well 
. informed ; the judicious and the good? 
0 But, beſides virtue, beſides the moſt ſubſtantial- 
. pleaſure, and higheſt conſalation ; beſides riches 
and honour ; the wiſe man mentions another pro- 
) perty of wiſdom, another bleſſing which ſhe con- 
= fers; and that is, “length of days;” which, 
n whether it be underſtood of temporal or of eternal 
d life, is ſtrictly true, We all know that the wiſ- 
8 dom which enlarges our mind with. a right under- 
t ſtanding of God and of ourſelves; and which 
8 leads us to the practice of all thoſe duties which 
t our nature and. ſituation require, is that which ne- 
5 ceſſarily recommends to the favour of our Almigh- 
4 ty Judge ;. and,. as it fits us for the fruition, ſo 
d will it. certainly, through CHRISH, admit us to 
* the joys of eternity. | 
4 And it is equally. certain, that the jove of this 
9 Wiſdom and the practice of Virtue, which we 
* conſider as its inſeparable attendant, will tend 
1 above all things to lengthen our preſent exiſtence. 
q There can be no doubt, that the chances for 
Fu long life are infinitely on the fide of him, who lives 
þ in the conſtant exercife of all thoſe virtues which 
t, are moſt ſalutary to the human. frame; who nei-- 
. ther breaks nor deſtroys his conſtitution by irregu- 
x: larity of life or the debaucheries of vice; the known 
conlequences of which are, if not a ſpeedy. death, 
i det what perhaps is worſe, a dying life ;—a life but 
| lengthened out for woe; harraſſed with torment- 
ly ing diſeaſes, rendered ſtill more tormenting. by 
© painful reflection, and a. total unacquaintednets 
1 with the conſolations of Wiſdom. To live, is- 
nt not merely to breathe; it is to enjoy oneſelf, Hap- 


py in that right and pleaſing ſelf poſſeſſion, which 
E 5. Wildom. 
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LEMON. 
Wiſdom and Virtue only can give *. So that he, 
who lives in the enjoyment of theſe, though his 
life be extended but to half the ſpan of his, who 
diſſipates it in folly and vice, may well be ſaid to 
live double the age of the latter; may well be ſaid, 
though he dies but in youth, to come “ like a 
ripe ſhock of corn to the grave; while the man 
of yice and folly muſt be thought to die immature- 
ly, though he dies at fourſcore f. | 
It is true, that as health and long life are not 
always and invariably the conſequences of tempe- 
rance, ſo neither is a right practice invariably the 
conſequence of a right knowledge. But I have 
made one conſtant remark, which I never yet faw 
fail, and which ſhould he to you, my young 
friends, the ſtrongeſt incentive to cultivate learn- 
ing; ſhould be to parents the ſtrongeſt reaſon to 
enable and encourage their children to that cultiva- 
tion: —!I have always remarked, that the moſt 
ſtudious are the mioſt virtuous;” that they who 
had the greateſt love for Wiſdom, and the beſt 
application in the purſuit of it, were always the 
moſt ingenuous in their minds, and the moſt 
blameleſs in their manners. The reaſon is ob- 
vious : The pleaſing and worthy purſuits in which 
they are engaged, leave them no time or thoughts 
tor thoſe criminal diffipations, to which idlenels 
and inattention always lead. | 
But further, Wiſdom preſents to the mind, 
once charmed with its beauty, and engaged in its 
acquiſition, the lovelieſt and moſt regular order of 
things; accuſtoms it to contemplate what is mol! 
fair, decent and becoming; and conſequently ſo 


engages it in the love and approbation of thele, 25 
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X See ſome fine pieces of profeſſor H:fman's, tranſlated in the 
'Chriſtian's Magazine, Vol. 6. at | 
+ See Ifaiah Ixy, 20. and the Book of Wifdem, Chap. iv. ver. 


2, 9, 13, 16. 
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to render whatever is oppoſite to them diſagreeable 


and diſguſting; but vice, above all things diſguſt- 
ing and diſagreeable, as being moſt peculiarly op- 
poſite, and in itſelf moſt deformed. For as vir- 


tue, conſidered in every. reſpect, is moſt lovely, 


and ſuch as would ſtrike all mankind with the 
greateſt admiration (according to the obſervation of 
Plato) if it could be made viſible in an human 
form; So is vice the moſt odious and hateful; the 
perverter of all order, and conſequently, the ab- 
ſolute deſtroyer of all moral beauty. : 
Acquaint yourſelves, therefore, early, my young 


hearers, with that Wiſdom, which will repreſent 


to 3 our admiring view Virtue in her lovelieſt form; 


the beſt guide of your youth, and the ſureſt pro- 


tectreſs of your innocence : That Wiſdom, whoſe 


encomium Solomon hath ſo finely drawn, and 
which may ſerve in a great meaſure as the ſumma- - 


ry of what has been before advanced. I loved 


her, ſays he, above health and beauty, and choſe 


to have her inſtead of light; for the light that 


cometh from her never goeth out : All good things- 


together came unto me with her, and innumera- 


bie treaſures in her hands: I learned diligently, 
and do communicate her liberally; I do not hide 


her riches; for ſhe is a treaſure unto men that ne- 


ver faileth,, which they that uſe become the friends 
of God, being commended for the gifts that come 


from learning. Wiſdom is the breath of the pow- 


er of God, and a pure influence, flowing from 
the glory of the Almighty: Therefore can no de- 
filed thing fall into her; for ſhe is the brightneſs 


of the everlaſting light; the unſpotted mirror of 


the power of. God, and the image of his good- 
neſs: In all ages, entering into holy ſouls, ſne 
maketh them friends of God; for God loveth 


none but them that dwell with Wiſdom. In that 
the is converſant with God, ſhe magnifieth her 
| nobility ; 
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84 S EN MON V. 
nobility; yea, the Lord of all things himſelf loy- 
ed her; for ſne is privy to the myſteries of the 
knowledge of God, and a lover of his works. If 
$ Riches” be a poſſeſſion to be deſired in this life, 
what is richer than Wifdom whieh- worketh all 
things? And if Prudence“ work, Who of all. 
that are, is a more cunning worker than ſhe? 
And if a man love Righteouſneſs,” her: Jabours; 
are virtues : For ſhe teacheth temperance and pru- 
dence, juſtice and fortitude *; which are ſuch 
things as men can- have nothing more profitable in. 
their life. If a man defire much Experience,” 
the knoweth things of old, and conjectureth aright 
what is to come. She knoweth. the ſubtilties of 
ſpeeches, and can expound. dark ſentences : She: 
foreſeeth figns and wonders, and the events of 
ſeaſons and times. Therefore J purpoſe to take 
gher to me, to live with me, knowing that the will; 
be a counſellor of good things; and a comfort in. 
cares and griefs. For her fake I ſhall have eſtima- 
tion among the multitude, and honour with the 
elders, though I be young. I will: therefore re- 
poſe myſelf with Wiſdom:; for her converſation 
hath no bitterneſs, and to live with her hath no 
forrow, but pleafantneſs and joy. To be allied. 
unto Wiſdom is immortality ; great comfort it is 
to have her friendſhip, In the works of her hands, 
are infinite riches ;- in the exerciſe of conference 
with her, prudence ; and in talking with her, a 
good report .“ | 
Thus many and great are the advantages which: 
you will reap. from an acquaintance with Wiſ- 
dom; advantages ſufficient to ſtimulate every in- 
genuous mind to the cloſeſt and moſt diligent pur- 


* See Cic. de Offic, N. 14. whoſe word: are remarkably Gmilar. 
to the abe ve. = 

| F See, Book of Wiſdom, Chap. v. : 
25 | fint 
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fuit of it. But, miſtake not the matter, nor ſup- 
poſe that this is an affair of mere indifference, a 
thing of choice, left to your own inclinations. 
whether you will or will not purſue it: It is vexy 
much the contrary; you are under the ſtricteit 
« obligations, from Motives of duty to GoD, to 
your parents, to ſociety, to yourſelves, to ſeek for 
this Wiſdom; and in neglecting to do fo, will not 
only deprive yourſelves of the beft bleſſings which. 
your nature can ſhare, but will become equally. 
criminal and contemptible.“ 

(I.) Gon, the great father of the world, of his. 
immer ſe bounty has created you a reaſonable be- 
ing ; has given you powers and faculties, elevated. 

far above the animal world; capable of the no- 
bleft enlargement, capable of the knowledge of 
Him, of nature, of yourſelves ; capable of pra- 
ducing all thoſe fruits of good ſcience and. good: 
practice, which are the dignity, the ornament, the 
prerogative of your race. And can you weakly. 
and vainly ſuppoſe, that there is no duty incum- 
bent upon you to improve and to enlarge theſe fa- 
culties ? If fo, they are given you in vain; and 
you are inſenſible of that which. is the diſtinguiſn- 
ing excellence of your nature It had been as well; 
for ycu to have been created. an horie, or a ſwine. 

No! Reje& the impious poſition ! Say not that 
Gop, the all-wiſe and all- good, does any thing 
in vain ; he gave you thoſe faculties and powers, 
that you might improve them, and thereby im- 
prove your own happineſs; that you might im- 
prove them, and thereby obtain his favour : For, 
we may be certainly aflured, that the improvement: 
ef that mind which he has made capable of im- 
provement, and appointed various means to that 
end, muſt be acceptable to him. Nothing can be 
plainer than this, from a conſideration of the 
Chriſtian Syſtem, What is the great aim and de- 

| ſign. 
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fien of that Syſtem? For what purpoſe all this las. 
bour of love; all this anxiety of omnipotence it- 
ſelf ? *—Solely for the perfection of the human 
mind; ſolely for the ſpiritual improvement of man- 
kind; the preſent virtue and comfort, the future 
perfection and happineſs of all who believe and 
embrace this ſyſtem, LOS Tet 
Can you then a moment doubt, that a neglect 
to improve your minds, is not only highly di” 2af- 
ing, but criminal in the ſight of God? Th: ng 
his nobleſt purpoſes in nature and grace: 2 * 
ducing the creature he formed for the & 
enjoyments, to a level with the be _ raat pe- 
(2.) You reverence your Father in heaven; 
and therefore will duly value and improve his beſt 
gifts: But your Parents on earth” have a fur. 
ther claim upon you. You cannot doubt. their 
love, which, all your life long, hath exerted its 
tender and affectionate offices towards you. It is 
this love which cauſes them, at much expence and 
pains, to provide you the beſt education they are 
able; and they provide you this education, from 
a full perſuaſion which they, with the. wiſeſt and 


* (If a God bleeds, he bleed not for a worm.“ 
Youne's Nrght Thoughts, 4. 


+: How men, Whoſe plentiful fortunes allow them leiſure to 
improve their underſtandings, can ſatisfy themſelves with a lazy 
© jenorance, I cannot tell; but methinks, they have a low opinion 
of their ſouls, who Jay out all their income in proviſion for thy 
body, and employ none of it to procure the means and helps of 
knowledge; who take great care to appear always in a neat and 
ſplended outſide, and would think themſelves miſerable in coarſe 
cloaths, or a patched coat; and yet contentedly ſuffer their mind 
to appear abroad in a pye- bald livery. of coarſe patches and bor- 
rowed ſhreds, ſuch as it has pleaſed chanee, or their country 
taylor (I mean the common opinion of thoſe they have converſed 
with) to cloath them in. I will not mention how unreaſonable 
this is, for men that ever think of a future ſtate, and their con- 
cernment in it; which no rational man-can avoid todo ſometimes. 


"Locke's Effey on the Himan Underſtanding, B. iv. C. xx, 


Do 
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beſt of mankind have imbibed, that ſuch an edu- 


cation is one of the greateſt bleſſings that youth 
can enjoy, and the likelieſt mean which they can 


propoſe for your acquiſition of Wiſdom; that 


Wiſdom, which they, with us, are clearly ſatis- 
fied, will give virtue, comfort, riches, honour and. 
health to your life: A Wiſdom, which “ is bet- 


ter than all; more valuable than rubies; and all: 


that you can defire is not to be compared with. 


"Up 
Can any deſign, can any purpoſe be more kind 
or amiable? Oh! my young friends, think what 


à charge you muſt incur ; think in what a hght 
you muſt appear, if you diſappoint a purpoſe ſo 


kind and amiable | and repay —— how ſadly, how. 
ungratefully repay,— all the ſollicitude, all the ex- 


' pence of your affectionate parents, by idleneſs and 


mattention.; by wretchedly waſting that time, 
which can-never return : and, inſtead 'of treaſur- 
ing up learning and knowledge, ſuffering the wild 
weeds of ignorance and vice to grow rampant in 
your hearts, henceforward never by human power: 
to be rooted up ! I will not ſuppoſe that ſuch in- 
gratitude and baſeneſs can dwell in the human 
mind: It cannot be, but a ſenſe of your parents“ 
love and care muſt operate forcibly, and incite you 
to ſuch diligence and cloſe application as will hap- 
pily obtain the end defired, and crown every wiſn 


that throbs moſt anxioully at thoſe parents' hearts. 


(3-) But not your parents only, “ Society” has 
a claim upon you. You are now training up, my 
young friends, to fill your parts in the future cir- 


cle of life: You are to become members of that 


lociety, which ſubſiſts by a mutual and relative 


diſcharge of duties amongſt its members: And in 


whatever ſtation Gop ſhall be pleaſed to place 
you, as you will have much need of the aid and 
aſſiſtance of others, ſo muſt you perform your du- 
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f 


ty, and concur for the univerſal good. Unleſs 


you do your part, what right or reaſon have you. 
to expect that others ſhould do theirs? An igno- 
rant, idle man is a dead weight on ſociety ; a wick- 
ed, profligate man is a peſt, is a nuiſance to ſo- 
ciety: But a wile and virtuous man, who labours 
by all means in his power to advance the. univer- 
fal good, to improve the knowledge and the hap- 
pineſs of mankind, 1s at once an. ornament to his 
nature, and a bleſſing to the community; a good 
planet, ſhining with. a benign influence on all 
around him; the trueſt reſemblance of his Gop, 
whoſe goodneſs is continually diſplaying itſelf 
through the whole extent of being; and, like that 
Cop, ſeeking pleaſure in conferring good, and 
feeling happineſs, according to the degree in which: 
he communicates it. | | | 
Lou, my young frierds, muſt be either this. 
idle and uſeleſs, this wicked and noxious, or, this 


good and beneficent member of fociety : And it; 


depends, principally depends upon your improve- 
ment in youth, on the preſent enlargement of your 


minds in true learning and knowledge, to deter- 


mine your future character. If you omit to ſearch. 
for, and to treaſure up that wiſdom which is more 
precious than rubies, ſociety will have great cauſe 
to upbraid and condemn you: It calls upon you, 
with the united and important voice of all its. 
members, to conſider what you. are hereafter to 
be; and in that conſideration to form yourſelves 
carefully, that. you may do good, be honourable,, 
and honoured. | 
Nor does it call upon You only : Society has, 
in this reſpect, a juſt right to call upon Parents, 
and eſpecially upon thoſe entruſted with the care of 
youth, | 
, Some ancient ſtates were ſo ſtrongly impreſſed 
with this notion,. that they left not the important 
charge 
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charge of education to the hazard of parental ne- 
glect, or precarious choice. They confidered chit- 
dren as the property of the public; and they were 
thoroughly convinced how much the welfare of that 
public depended upon their right and early infor- | 
mation. We act differently ; whether more 18 
wiſely, is not our preſent inquiry. It is, howe- 1 
ver, moſt undoubted, that a right ſenſe of this 1 
claim of the public, of this debt to ſociety, ſhould 10 
influence all perents to give their children the beſt 4 
and moſt rational education they can; ſhould pe- 43 
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culiarly influence every Inſtructor or youth to 3 

form the minds and manners of thoſe committed Ty 

to his care, in ſuch a way, that they may beſt be | 

enabled to fill their future ſtations in life, with 

comfort to themſelves, and with advantage to 

others, A duty, alas! for the moſt part, how 
careleſsly, how perfunctorily performed | | 

"Tis a miſtake :—The buſineſs of education is 

not inerely to teach the child a few dead languages; 

to enable him to write finely ; to underſtand the 

ſciences ; to fill the head, while the heart is ne- 

gleted, and the mind uncultivated with moral 

0 knowledge. We may ſay of theſe what our Sa- 

| viour ſaid, when ſpeaking of the Phariſees: Theſe 

ought ye to have done; but not to have left the 

other undone.” There is in youth ſufficient time 
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. for all : "The improvement of the heart may well Fl 
and properly go hand in hand with the informati- 4 
on of the head; and he is a very unſkilfu}, as well 8 
. as a very blameable inſtructor, who either knows 1 


not, or cares not, to unite both together. 
| (4.) No, my young friends ; you muſt not ne- 
: glect either: The acquiſition of liberal ſcience is 
' moſt neceſſary, moſt uſeful, moſt pleaſing. It 

has a thouſand comforts, a thouſand ſatisfactions 
| attending it. For my own part, I think, I. would 
ö rather be without my exiſtence, than without the 
: | exquilits. 
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exquiſite gratifications it has long, and will, IJ am 
perſuaded to the grave afford me, — thanks to the 
tender and judicious care of the beſt of parents ! * 
Cultive therefore liberal ſcience, as one of the moſt 
__ diſtinguiſhed bleſſings of heaven; but ſtill cultivate 
liberal ſcience as the handmaid of ſublimer know- 
ledge. Moral virtue, and the improvement of the 
heart are graces, which give to ſcience its luſtre, 
and to life its worth; they teach us to live; to act 
as children of God, and heirs of Heaven: They 
expand, and enlarge the ſoul; and, joined to the 
love of liberal ſcience, prepare us for the full 
draught of that comprehenfive knowledge, which. 
we ſhall enjoy when emancipated from the ſchool 
of this world, and admitted to our inheritance in 
Heaven. | | 
Cultivate therefore liberal ſcience, under the 
ſanction and guidance of true virtue and religion: 
You owe this, not only to your Gop, to your pa- 
rents, to ſociety, but to Yourſelves. alſo. ' Need! 
urge the reaſon, after what hath been ſaid in this 
diſcourſe? With you to be virtuous, and to be 
happy? To poſſeſs your minds in calmneſs and in 
peace? Wiſh you to enjoy the honours and riches 
of this world? With you for health and length of 
days here, for a comfortable and honourable old 
age, and for the joys of eternal life hereafter? Or, 
in one word, Do you truly love yourſelves? Ihen 
vou will“ get Wiſdom; and with all your endea- 
Vours, you will ſtrive, now in your youth, to get 
underſtanding,” | L ö 


* What (ſays Cicero) are the pleaſures of a luxurious table of 
games, of ſhews, of ſenſuality, when compared with thoſe reſvlt- 
ing from the ſtudy of letters A ſtudy, which, in men of 
ſenſe and good education, till increaſes in charms with the! 
years? Whence that fine ſaying of Solon, That he giew old, 
ſtill every day learning tomething new.” Certainly, no enjoj” 
ment can ſurpaſs this pleaſure of the mind, &. See D. Sentd. 
c. 14. and Penſees. p. 138,—9. 


Over. 
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Over and above all the motives thus urged, let 
me add, and let ine intreat you ſeriouſly to weigh, 
this one further conſideration: * That this is 
the only ſeafon for the acquiſition of Wiſdom; 
that youth, — the ſhort and quickly-paſſing period 
of youth, —is the only time when you.can acquire 
it : This paſſed unimproved, you will be left to 
mourn, ina dark and deſerted old age, the wretch- 
ed irretrievable waſte of former time, and the im- 
poſſibility of gaining that knowledge, the value and: 
importance of which you will then too feelingly 
experience : The value and importance of which 
you will do well now to eſtimate, by their opinion 
of its loſs, by their lamentation for the want of 
this capital advantage, who never were ſo bleſt as 


to enjoy the means of early improvement. _ 
1 « There: 


* Letters, ſays one of the fineſt writersof the preſent times, 
are the ornament of youth, and the comfort of old age, For ex- 
ample, without that comfort, what a miſerable creature ſhonld- 
L be, oppreſſed as I am by various phyſical ills, and cut off 
from ſociety by my unfortunate deafneſs ? But, thank Ged, I had 
reßectian enough even at your age, to confiter the necefiity and 
the utility of knowledge, in every ſtage of life; and giddy as I 
then was, I always contrived to have an hour's voluataty 1eading 
ina day, This gave me a habit of reading, which muſt be ac- 
quired young or never, A very honeſt, but illiterate friend and 
cotemporary of mine, who had laid in no ſtock of learning in 
his youth, but had led a faſhionable, diſſipated, thoughtleſs life, 
began to grow a little weary of himſelf at futy, and quite fatigued 
v:i'h his time and himſelf at threeſcore. He grew melancho- 
lick, as well ke might; and told me, with ſhame and ſorrow, 
the cauſe of it. I adviſed him to read amuſing books, ſuch as 
the Spectators, Tatlers, & c. Yes, anſwered he, ſe I would, 
161 could 5 but as I never read in my- lite, cannot begin at three- 
Icore, and I wovld rather take phyſic, than any book Wwhatſoever. 
Would youthink it, 1 cannot read a whole Spe ator withoutbeing 
tired to death.” — This is by no means an uncommon caſe with 
literate, ignorant men, except they be handicrafts-men ard 
labourers, whoſe hands and legs find them occupation enough, 
and ſecure them from the unſufferable load of time unemployed. 
The Jeſuits have a very good rule with their icholars; they ſhut 
them up in the icheol for one hour every day, to what they call 
voluntary ſtudy ; They may, during that time, read Tn 

| | | | bock. 


22 * I — & 8 I — er DL - — — ee * 
— — . 8 T — — 92 2 8 1 * 2 I 
o © — — — 4 
2 * [oe _ —— — — — 
* I a> 2 ** 2 - wm * > 9 1 
RES. — ane N n _—_— 4 8 — — 
a * 1 2 3 * 4 4 8 
_ - * . 5 , 
* — oy k v 4 — 
IN 6 = k 
oe. 7X 
w - C 12 * 


— EEE IRS ee CC — 
* „ % 3 % he's * 


> 
3 5 * — * 
— — 


1 
a 
- If 3 4 
WM; 1 
1 1 
4212 
1 1 
i i BY : 
'Z| 138 
it 18 
- | 
4 


” —— — 1 


92 SERMON v. 


There is a certain ſeaſon (ſays an able writer) 
when our minds may be enlarged ; whem a. vaſt 
ſtock of uſeful truths may be acquired; when our 
paſſions will readily ſubmit to the government of 
reaſon ; when right principles may be ſo fixed in 
us, as to influence every important action of our 
future lives : But the feaſon for this extends nei- 
ther to the whole, nor to any conſiderable: length 
of our continuance upon earth: It is limited to a 


few years of our term; and if throughout theſe we 


neglect it, error or ignorance, 1s, according to-the 
ordinary courſe of things, entailed upon us. Our 
will becomes our law; our luſts gain a ftrength, 
which we afterwards vainly oppoſe : Wrong in- 
clinations become ſo confirmed in us, that. they 
defeat all our endeavours to correct them.“ 

But, my young friends, there is ſtill one reaſon 
further, why you ſhould loſe no ſingle moment. of 
this ſhort, this only ſeaſon of improvement: Tis 


poſſible you may be cut off, even in the midſt of 


this ſeaſon : Tis poflitle you may be deprived of 
all the means of future improvement; and then, 
how miſerable will be your own caſe! How incon- 
ſolable that of your parents! 


book they pleaſe, but ſome book or other they muſt read. This 
gives them a habit of reading; and ſome of them have aſſured 
me, that they are as impatient for that hour of ſtudy as they are 
for the hour of breakfaſt. Now, why ſhould not you, though 
not under the law of the Jeſuits, be a law unto you ſelf, for the 
ſame purpoſe, and refolve to read only one hour to yourſelf every 
day, without fail. Chooſe your book; I do not care whether 
it be Tom Thumb, Tom Jones, or Thomas Aquinas, Tis 
will uſe you to read, and that is all my aim at preſen:; As you 
grow older and wi ſer, you will chooſe your bouks better and be'ter, 
Always be doing ſomething, but let that ſomething be really 
ſomething, and not an idle 1:{s of time upon nothings. 4 French 
Author ſays very juſtly, 9% gime mieux ne rien faire, que ©! 
faire, des Risns,” See alſo SpeQator No, 52. On the Ule 

of Time. „ 
1 See Locke, and p. 86, foregoing. 


But 
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But I ſpare the ſad reflection. Think, on the 
contrary, how great a bleſſing it will be, if God 
ſhould pleaſe early to call you hence, to be then 
found ripe in Wiſdom, and fit for Heaven. A- 
midſt all their tender lamentations for your loſs, 
your parents will find the ampleſt conſolation in 
that thought ; and with weeping eyes, but thank- 
fully-reſigned hearts, will adore the goodneſs of 
Him, who gave, and who fitted fo early for him- 
ſelf, the child of their boſom ! 

Theſe refleQions, I truſt, will be ſufficient to 


make you ſollicitous for the acquiſition of Wiſdom, 


and diligent in all the means to procure it. The 
direction of thoſe means muſt be left to their pru- 
dence to whoſe care you are committed; and, in 
ſome meaſure to the ſtation of lite, for which you 
are deſigned: But of this I ſhall ſpeak more fully 
in my next. In the mean time, let me only juſt 
recommend a ſerious review of all thoſe conſidera- 
tions which may awaken in your hearts a love of 
Wiſdom, anda juft ſenſe of its neceſſity and utili- 
ty. From hence, of conſequence, will flow a 
ſteady and uniform application; and of ſuch ap- 
plication, be well aſſured, the certain iffue is ſuc- 
cels ; * that is, I mean, always ſubordinate to 
the aſſiſting grace of God. Without this, all the 
endeavours of frail] men are weak and unavailing ; 
and for this you ſhould, night and day, proſtrate 
yourſelves in humble ſupplication before the throne 
ot grace; imitating herein the example of Solo- 
mon, who, ſtruck with the beauty and excellence 
of Wiſdom, tells us, that “ perceiving he could 
not otherwiſe obtain her, except: God gave her un- 
to him; he prayed-unto the Lord and beſought 
him with his whole heart.” You:know how pleaſ- 


* © Wheſo ſeeketh her early,” ſaith the wiſe man, „ ſhall 
have no great travel for he ſhall find her fitting at his doors, 
See Wiſdom, Chap. vi, 14. &c. | | | 
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ing his prayer was to God, and how eminent the 
ſucceſs of it. May it prove equally acceptable and 
equally ſucceſsful at preſent ; while with united 
hearts we preſent it to the throne of grace, on be- 
half of you all. 
« O God of our Fathers, and Lord of mercy | 
who haſt made all things with thy word, and or- 
dained Man through thy Wiſdom, that he ſhould 
have dominion over the creatures which thou haſt 
made; give us all but eſpecially to thoſe young 
ones of thy flock, who are training up in the way 
to life give them Wiſdom that ſitteth by thy 
throne, and reject them not from among thy chil- 
dren ! Oh, ſend her out of thy holy heavens, and 
from the throne of thy glory ; that being preſent 
ſhe may labour with them, that they may know 
what is pleaiing unto thee : For ſhe knoweth and 
underſtandeth all things ; and ſhe ſhall lead them 
ſoberly in their doings, and preſerve them in her 
power. So ſhall their works be acceptable; fo 
mal their lives be honourable; ſo ſhall their lat- 
ter end be bleſſed; and they ſhall dwell with thee 
and with Wiſdom for ever, FONG» Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord.” Amen 


ANECDOTES 
To recommend an Early Application | to Wi- 
dom. 


1. Bias, as he was one day * with ſome 
wicked men who prayed in a ſtorm, intreated 
them to he ſilent, leſt their voices ſhould be heard 

amidſt the pious prayers of others ; and-being aſk- 
ed by one of them, what that piety which he talk- 
ed of meant? He anſwered, **< It is to no purpoſe 
to ſpeak to a man ef thoſe things which he never 
intendeth to practice.” When this ſame philoſo- 


pher came to die, he bequeathed this inſtruction 
to 
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to thoſe who ſurvived him: That they ſhould 
ſo order their lives, as if they were to live. a very 
little, and a very great while.” From which prin- 
ciple of his, his friend Cleobulus on his death- bed 
inferred this eoncluſion: That thoſe men only 
live to any purpoſe, who overcome carnal pleaſures, 
make virtue familiar, and vice a ſtranger to their 
ſouls ;” the great rule of life, as he obſerved, being 
to be moderate, and the great work of it to medi- 
tate. According to the remark of his cotempo- 
rary Periander, who hated pleaſures that were not 
immortal; leaving behind him this maxim nt, 
5 #3»; „ Meditation is every thing. 

2. Antiſthenes being aſked, what he got by his 
learning, anſwered, <©* That he could talk to 
himſelf ; could live alone ; and needed not go 
abroad, and be beholden to others for delight.“ 
The ſame perſon deſired nothing of the Gods 
to make his life happy, but the ſpirit of Socrates ; 
thereby meaning Contentment to bear any wrong 
or injury, and to continue in a quiet temper, 
whatever might befal him, 

z. Diogenes ſeeing a ſtranger in Lacedemon at 
great pains to prepare his matters, and decorate 
| himſelf for an approaching feaſt day: Pray, Sir, 
laid he, what may you be about? Don't you know 
that every day is a feſtival to a good mind !* He 
compared this world to a Temple dignified by the 
prelence of the Deity ; in which man is ſo conſti- 
| tuted, as to be under a moral obligation to demean 
| himſelf with integrity, as always under the inſpec- 
tion of an all ſeeing God. 

4. Count Oxenſtiern, the Chancellor of Swe- 
den, was a perſon of the firſt quality, rank, and 
abilities in his own country, and whoſe ſhare and 
luccels not only in the chief miniſtry of affairs there, 
but in the greateſt negotiations of Europe, during 


his time rendered him no leſs conſiderable abroad. 


After 


— 
% 
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After all his knowledge and honours, being viſited 
in his retreat from public buſineſs by Commiſioner 
Whitlock, our ambaſſador to Queen Chriſtina ; at 
the cloſe of their converſation, he ſaid to the am- 
baſſador, I, Sir, have ſeen much, and enjoyed 
much of this world; but I never knew how to 
live till now. I thank my good God who has giv- 
.en me time to know him, and likewiſe myſelf. All 
the comfort I have, and all the comfort I take, 
and which is more than the whole world can give, 
is the knowledge of God's love in my heart, and 
the reading of this. bleſſed book, —laying his hand 
on the bible. Vou are now, Sir (continued he) 
in the prime of your age and vigour, and in great 
favour and buſineſs; but this will all leave you, 
and you will one day better underſtand and reliſh 
what I ſay to you. Then you u ill find that there 
is more Wiſdom, truth, comfort, and pleaſure, 
in retiring and turning your heart from the world, 
in the good ſpirit of God, and in reading his fa- 
cred word, than in all the courts and all the fa- 
vours of Princes,” | 
5. The Romans, we are told, built their Tem- 
ple of Virtue immediately before that ſacred te 
Honour; to teach, that it was neceſſary to be vir- 
tuous, before the being honoured, St. Auguſtin 
obſerves, that theſe temples were contiguous, but 
ip, as that there was no entering into that of Ho- 
nour, till after having paſſed through that of Vir- 
tue. | 
6. Seneca, after a ſerious ſtudy of all the Philo- 
ſophy then in the world, was almoſt a Chriſtian in 
his ſevere reproofs of vice, and commendations of 
virtue, His expreſſions are ſometimes divine, ex- 
celling the common ſphere of Heathen Authors. 
How beautiful is that ſentence of his in the Preface 
to his Natural Queſtions : ** Oh! What a pitiful 
thing would man be, if his ſoul did not ſoar . 


theſe earthly things.” And though he was ſome- 
times doubtful about the future condition of his 
ſoul, yet he tells his dear Lucilius with what plea- 
ſure he thought of its future bliſs; and then goe 

on to argue, that the ſoul of man hath this mark 
of divinity in it, that it is moſt pleaſed with divine 
ſpeculations, and converſes with them as with mat- 
ters in which it is moſt nearly concerned. When 
this ſoul, ſaith he, hath once viewed the vaſt di- 
menſion of the Heavens, it deſpiſes the meanneſs 
of its former little cottage. Were it not for theſe 
contemplations, it had not been worth our while 
to have come into this world, nor would it make 
us amends for any pains and care we take about 
this preſent hfe.” And at length he coneludes his 


arguments with this remarkable reaſon whence to 


infer the bleſſedneſs of pious ſouls; faying, Let 
us not wonder that good men go to God after 


death; ſince God vouchſafes to enter into them 


here, in order to render them good; for no ſoul 
can be'good-without him.“ See bis Ep. 73. 
7. Alexander the Great being aſked; why he 
honoured his maſter Ariſtotle more than Philip, 
his father; he rephed, My father brought me 
down from heaven to earth; but my maſter made 
me reaſeend from earth to heaven. The one on- 


ly gave him life, the other inſtructed him how to: 


live well; | Wor 

8. It is that when Virgil, that Prinee of the La- 
tin Poets, was aſked by his friend, why he ſtudied 
ſo much aecuraey in the plan of his poem, the 
propriety of his characters, and the purity of his 


diction; he anſwered, In æternum pingo: 1 


write for eternity.“ What more weighty conſi- 
deration can there be to juſtify and enforce the ut- 
moſt vigilance and circumſpection in life than 
. In eternum vive; * 1 am living for eter- 
nity 


Yoke E F g. Pericles, 
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9. Pericles, in his famdus oration at the funeral 


of thoſe Athenian young men, who periſhed in 
the Samian expedition, has a thought very much 
cCelebrated by ſeveral ancient criticks; namely, 

That the loſs which the commonwealth ſuffered 


by the deſtruction of its youths, was like the loſs 
which the year muſt ſuſtain by the deſtruction of 
the ſpring.” The prejudice which the public ſuſ- 


tains from a wrong education of children, is an evil 


of the ſame nature; as it in a manner ftarves poſ- 


terity, and defrauds our country of thoſe perſons, 


who with due care, might make an eminent fi- 
gure in their reſpective poſts of life. 

10. The Spartans, we find, paid a particular 
attention to the peculiar genius and diſpoſition of 


their youths, in order the better to adapt them to 


ſuch ſpheres, as were maſt ſuitable to their capa- 
cities, and might be moſt beneficial to Society.— 
Among them, it was not lawful for the father him- 
ſelf to bring up his children after his own fancy, 
As ſoon as they were ſeven years old, they were 
all liſted in ſeveral companies, and diſciplined by 
the public. The old men were ſpectators of their 
performances, who:;often raiſed emulations among 
them, and ſet them at ſtrife one with another, that 


by thoſe early diſcoveries they might ſee how their 


ſeveral talents lay, and, without any regard to their 
quality, diſpoſe of them accordingly for the ſervice 
af the commonwealth. By this means Sparta ſoon 
became the miſtreſs of Greece, and famous through 
the whole world for her civil and military diſ- 
cipline. | 15 _ 
1.1. Ageſilaus, King of Sparta, being aſked 


hat he thought moſt proper for boys to learn? 
Anſwered, what they ought to do, when 


they come to be men.” Thus a wiſer than Age- 


ſilaus hath inculcated, Train up a child in the 
; Wa 


2 


o t we 


of the iſland Ceos. 
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way that he ſhould go and when he is old he will 
not depart from it *.“ | x 


12. Claudius Cæſar eraſed the name of a Greek 


Prince from the roll of the Judges and ſent him to 
travel on tinding that he was ignorant of the Latin 
tongue. 


13- The ſtory of Simonides may ſtand as a thou- 


ſand arguments for aſſiduous application to know- 
ledge, and demonſtrates that the wiſe man's true 
riches are Jodged within himſelf. That excellent 
Poet, the better to ſupport himſelf under his nar- 


row circumſtances, went the tour of Aſia, ſinging 


from city to city the praiſe of their heroes and great 
men, and receiving their rewards. By this means 
having at laſt become wealthy, he determnined to 
return to his own country by ſea, he being a native 
Accordingly, he went on 
board a veſſel, which had not been long on the voy- 
age, before a terrible tempeſt aroſe, and reduced it to 
a wreck in the midſt of the ſea. Upon this ſome of 
the people packed up their treaſures ; others, their 
moſt valuable merchandize, and tied them around 
their bodies, as the beſt means of ſupporting their 
future exiſtence, ſhould they eſcape the preſent 
dangers, But amidſt all their ſollicitude, a cer- 


tain inquiſitive perſon obſerving Simonides quite 
mactive, and ſeemingly ſunconcerned, aſked him, 


* What ! don't you look after any of your effects?“ 
No, replied the Poet, calmly ; all that is mine 
is with me: Then ſome few of them, and, he among 
the reſt took to ſwimming, and ſeveral got ſafe aſhore ; 
while many more periſhed in the waves, wearied 
and encumbered with the burden they had bound 
about them. To complete the calamity, foon af- 
fer ſome plunderers came down upon the coaſt and 
ſeized all that each man had brought away with 
him, leaving them naked, The ancient city of 
Clazomenæ happened to be near at hand, to which 


\ * Proverbs, Chap xxii. ver. 6, 
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the ſhipwrecked people repaired ; here a certain 
man of letters who had often read the verſes of Si- 
monides, and was his great admirer though un- 
known, on one day hearing him ſpeak in the mar- 
ket place, inquired of him his name, and finding 
it was he, gave him a welcome reception at his 
-own houſe, and ſupplied him with clothes, mo- 
ney and ſervants to attend him; while the reſt of 
the company were forced to carry a letter about 
this foreign city, ſetting forih their caſe, and beg- 
ging bread : The next day Simonides met with 
them in his walks, and thus addreſſed them. Did 
I not tell you, my friends, that all which I had 
was with me? But you ſee all that which You 
could carry away with you, periſhed.” Thus | 
Wiſdom is proved to be the moſt durable poſſeſſi- 
on, and the beſt ſecurity amidſt every want or- 
Krial. | 
14. Nicholas Breakſpear, who, on his advance- 
ment to the Popedom aſſumed the name of Adrian 
IV. was, in the early part of life, reduced to the 
neceſſity of ſubmitting to ſervile offices for bread, 
He ſtudied in France, Where, though he laboured 
Ander the preſſures of poverty, he made a wonder- 
ful progreſs in learning. He was, for his merit, 
ehoſen Abbot of St. Rufus, in Provence, in 1146, 
made a Cardinal; and in 1154, he ſucceeded to 
the-Pontificate. One day, on an interview with 
an intimate friend, he told him, that all the 
| hardſhips of hie life were nothing, in compa- 
riſon of the: Papal Crown; and ſpeaking of 
the difficulties and ſorrows he had experienced, 
he obſerved, ** that he had been as it were ſtrained 
through the alembick of affliton.” This great 
and exemplary man was in ſuch high veneration, 
that Frederick K ing of the Romans, at an inter- 
view with him in Italy, condeſcended to hold his 
e I ſtirrup 
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firrup while he mounted his horſe : He was the 


only Engliſhman that ever ſat in the papal chair. 
15. Thomas, Earl of Dorfet, who lived in the 

reien of ſames I. may not only be ranked with 

the chief men of his age as a ſcholar and 'a ſtateſ- 


man, but was moreover an admirable manager of 


his private fortunes and the public revenues. The 


former indeed he had been called to from the moſt 
ſubſtantial motives ; for it ſeems, he ſuceeeded 


early in life to an immenſe-eſtate,. which, as he 


thought it ſet him above ceconomy,, he laviſhed 


without care. However, in a few years, by means 
of his exceſſive magnificence and diſſipation, he 
found himſelf involved in debt, The indignity of 
being on a certain day kept in waiting by an Al- 
derman, of whom he had occaſion to borroẽ- mo- 
ney, opened his eyes, and made ſo deep an im- 
preſſion upon him, that he reſolved from that mo- 
ment to become a better axconomiſt. According 


ly, we are told, he managed his finances ſo well, 
that he was thought a proper perſon to ſucceed the 


gue Cecil, Lord Burleigh,. as Lord High. Lrean 
urer'of England. 25 | 5 5 

6, The famous Torquato Taſſo, by his Poem, 
intitled Rinaldo, extended his reputation through- 
out all Italy, but greatly chagrined his father, who- 
thought it might ſeduce him from ſtudies more 
advantageous. Accordingly, he went to Padua, 
where his ſon then was, to remonſtrate againſt his 
apparent purpoſe of devoting bimſelf to philoſo- 
phy and poetry, and made uſe of many very-harſh: 
expreſhons; all which Jaſſo heard with a. patience 
and tranquillity that made the old gentleman i}1- 
more angry: At laſt, Of. what uſe, cried he, is 
that Philoſophy, on which you value yourſelf ſo 
much.“ -“ Sir, replied Taſſo calmly, it has en- 
abled me to endure the harſnneſs even of Your re- 


proofs;*? | 
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16. Sir Thomas Smith, Secretary of State to 

ueen Elizabeth, a few months before he died, 
ſent to his friends the Biſhops of Wincheſter and 
Worceſter, intreating them to draw up for him 
out of the word of God, the plaineſt and beſt di- 
rections for making his peace with him; adding, 
„That it was great pity men knew not to what 
end they were born into the world, till they were 
Juſt at the point of quitting it.” | 

17. Sir John Maſon was born in the reign of 
Henry VII. and lived in high eſteem with Henry 
VIII. Edward VI. Queen Mary and Queen Eli- 
zabeth; having been a Privy Counſellor to each 
of the four laſt, and an accurate obſerver of all 
the various revolutions and viciſſitudes of thoſe 


times. When he lay on his death-bed, he called 


his family together, and addreſſed them in the fol- 
lowing terms: Lo! here I have lived to ſee five 
Princes, and have been a Counſellor to four, I 
have ſeen the moſt remarkable things in foreign 
Parts, and been preſent at moſt ſtate tranſactions 


For thirty years together : And I have learned this, 
after ſo many years experience, That Seriouſneſs 


is the greateſt Wiſdom, "Temperance the beſt Phy- 
ſician, and a good Conſcience the beſt Eſtate, 
And were I to live again, I would exchange the 


Court for a Cloyſter; my Privy Counſellor's buſ- 
tles for an Hermit's retirement, and the whole life 
J have lived in the Palace, for one hour's enjoy- 


ment of God in my Cloſet. All things elſe for- 
ſake me, except my God, my duty, and my pray- 


99 


ers. 
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ADVICE ro APPRENTICES 


EPHESIANS vi. 6, 7; 8. 


Not with eye-ſervice,. as men-pleaſers, but as the 
ſervants of Chriſt ;. doing the: will of God from 
the heart: With good-will doing ſervice, as to 
the Lord, and not to meni. Knowing. that what= 
ſoever good thing any man doeth,. the ſame ſhall he. 
receive of the: Lord, whether he be band or free. 


E recommended in the [aſt Sermon an 
early and diligent Application to Learn- 
ng; to the attainment of that Wiſdom which 
is the guide and the comfort of life. The duty, 
neceſſity and advantages of this. application were 
then fully ſhewn ; which, though they effect all 
young perſons, in an eſpecial manner; yet do they- 
more particularly concern ſuch, as, deſigned for 
the Learned Profeſſions, can never expect credit or: 
advancement in liſe, if they are wanting in a con- 
tinued application to ſcience. To thoſe therefore, A 
what we. have ſaid on. this ſubject may be applica. 

ble and uſeful throughout the whole of their edu- 7 
cation. But it will be neceſſary to offer further» 
and more particular counſel to thoſe, who, deſign- 
ed to fill up the Common, Stations of life, are af- 
ter a ſhort period,. to. be removed from literary ff 
improvements to a more active ſituation, where. 

4 

i 


gving up their liberty for a ſeaſon, they are. bound 


to the ſervice of another. Wt | 

[ would not have it underſtood as if it was ei- 18 
ther fitting or proper for a young perſon to drop 
all literary purſuits and attainments. when become 1 
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an Apprentice, and engaged in buſineſs; ſo far 
from it, the purſuit of Wiſdom is, as we have 
ſhewn, in a great meaſure, incumbent upon all; 
and there cannot be a more uſeful or entertaining 
amuſement for young men, than reading at their 
leifure hours : A love for this, and a proper atten- 
tion to it, will not only be found highly improv- 
ing, but will anſwer a thouſand good purpoſes. It 
will ſerye more eſpecially to keep them from the 
dangers of temptatien, and to fill up happily thoſe 
vacant hours, which, if left unoccupied, idleneſs 
and vice will too probably ſeize. Parents and maſ- 
ters therefore would each do well, equally to en- 
courage in their children and apprentices an affec- 
tion for liberal ſcience; which will undoubted] 
be attended with the moſt ſalutary effects; wil 
not only prove an effectual preſervative from vice, 
but the greateſt improver of virtue. 

Be it obſerved, my young friends, that I now 
ſpeak of Reading merely as an Amulement, and 
no Amuſement muſt ever interfere with the time 
znd the duty you owe to thoſe, who are made 
your maſters. Piaced under them, as they owe to 
you all the care, improvement, and knowledge 
they can impart, fo you owe to them, all the 
« Time,” Fidelity,“ Induftry,” and“ At- 
tention” which they require. | | 

With reſpect to Time” in the firſt place, con- 
nder, that this now is no longer your own, but 
ur maſter's, Therefore be careful not to idle or 
ſquander it away, but o improve every moment 
of it, that ſo you may not only fulfill the duties of 
your ſtation, but gain ſuch allowed hours, as may 
be properly employed to your own emolument 
and ſatisfaction. There is nothing ſo valuable 
and important as Time; the flying moments of 
it, once paſſed, are never to be retrieved: Ever 


mindful hereof, delay not the immediate perfor- 
1 mance 
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careful of your Truſt. Your maſter's intereſts 


miſchief of it is, that: they, who indulge them-- 
elves in the practice at all, generally are led on by 
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mance of that, which, the occaſion ſlipped, you 
may perhaps never have it in your power to per- 
form at all. Be aſſured, there is nothing will ſo 
much recommend you to an obſerving maſter, as 
a regular diſtribution, and exact improvement of 
time. : | 
As of your Time, ſo muſt you be particularly 


are become yours; you owe him the ſtricteſt fide- 
lity ; and if you are found deficient herein, you 
muſt never expect either confidence or character. 
Fidelity ſhews itſelf in words and actions, and 
may be diſtinguiſhed into Truth in words, and In- 
tegrity in deeds. Nothing is ſo diſhonourable and 
difgraceful, as lying or a deviation from truth. It 
is always the mark of a mean and worthleſs ſpirit; 
avice, Gor knows, which too early diſcovers it- 
ſelf in the human mind; and to diſcourage and 
eradicate which, no caution or attention can be too 
great or ſevere... As it is founded in the worſt prin- 
ciples,. ſo is it productive of the greateſt evils; not 
only extremely vicious and faulty in itſelf; but ge- 
nerally the introduction to and cloke for other 
faults and:vices.. Simply to /ze, is an offence ; to 
lie in order to conceal a fault, is a double offence; 
but to lie with a malicious purpoſe, with a view to 
injure or prejudice others, is an offence aggravat- 
ed tenfold, and truly diabolical; an indication of 
the moſt corrupt and abandoned heart: And the 


the father of lies to the very exceſs of it. Never, 
therefore, in a. ſmaller or greater matter, fuffer 
your lips to deviate from the truth: Speak it ho- 
neſtly, openly, and without reſerve: You. cannot 
conceive how eaſily the mind is corrupted by the 
lighteſt indulgence in falſehood, by the leaſt licence 
given to little mean reſei vations, equivocations; 

1 | and 
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and mental chicaneries. Be aſſured, a fault is al- 
ways doubled by denying it; an open, frank con- 
feſſion diſarms reſentment, and conciliates affecti- 
on: ſuch a regard to truth will gain you credit, 
and give you dignity. It is an high, it is an 
amiable character of any man, of a young man 
more eſpecially, to ſay, that his veraeity is always 
to be depended upon; whereas the contrary is juſt 
as low and deſpicable. And if you accuſtom your- 
ſelf to falſehood, ſuch will be Vour character; for 
the natural conſequence of being caught in one lie, 
is in future Doubt of whatever you fhall ſay: And 
I would aſk, Can there be any thing more dif- 
e than to ſtand in ſuch a light amongſt your 
fellow creatures, as to have your words deſpiſed 
and unregarded, and even the truth you fpeak diſ- 
believed? 
I might urge many religious motives to deter 
from this infamous practice; its contrariety to 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, which is Truth ; its agree- 
ment with the devil, who is the father of lies ; the 
_ fignal puniſhment which God hath fometimes 
thought fit to inflit upon it; (as in the remarka- 
ble caſe of Ananias and Sapphira,) and the future 
and feartul puniſhment which is denounced upon 
all liars, that they ſhall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone.” I 
might urge theſe and many other arguments to 
ſnew the ſinfulneſs of this practice: But I write 
not profeſſedly on the ſubject ; meaning only, my 
young friends, to ſhew you the great importance 
and-neceffity of a ſtrict adherence to truth, if you 
would recommend yourſelves to your maſters, and 
indeed, to mankind in general. 
There is great reaſon to believe, that thoſe who 
are conſcientious in their words, will be ſo in their 
actions; that they will ſhew the ſame regard to 


uuth in the one as in the other: This is a | 


perty ; for a breach of truſt is ever the higheſt ag- 
gravation of an offence, Always therefore conſi- 
der yourſelf as entruſted with the charge of your 


maſter's property; conſider it as moſt ſacred ; and 
while you never allow in yourſelf a ſingle thought 
of embezzling or injuring it, never permit your- 


ſelf to connive at ſuch practices in others. Next 


to the being vicious ourſelves, is the conſenting to, 


or conniving at vice in others; and he is not far 


from falling into the ſame fin, wha can ſee it with 
unconcern, or without reproof in another. Not 


that I would have you buſy and pragmatical ; rea- 


dy at all turns to whiſper idle ſtories in the ears of 


your ſuperiors. This will certainly render you 


extremely odious and diguſting to thoſe who are 


upon a level with you: Your life will become un- 
ealy ; and your own conduct will be moſt ſerupu- 
loully examined. But this avoided, no fear or 
favour ſhould ever influence your honeſt heart to 
ſee your maſter injured, and to paſs by that injury 
unnoticed, If gentle and ſeaſonable remonſtran- 
ces will not avail with. the injurer, you are bound 
by all the ties of duty and of honour to. give infor- 
mation, leſt your connivance at guilt ſhould be 
judged, when it is diſcloſed, an actual participati- 
on of it *. | 

Let me finiſh. this head with briefly hinting to 
you, that there is a duty which you. owe to your 
maſter and his family out of doars, as well as 
within, and a duty of great importance; the ne- 


* The example of Jeſeph, as a faithful ſervant, is too well 
known to need more than juſt mentioning in this place, 
| 8 glect 
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ſably requiſite. The leaſt temptation to fraud 
muſt never be ſuffered to remain a moment in your 
hearts; diſhoneſty will blaſt your reputation, and 
all your hopes: and it will ſtill be the worſe in you, 
to whom your maſter entruſts the care of his pro- 
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x08 SERMON VI. 
gle& of which will tend greatly to deprive you of 
confidence and eſteem ; and that is, a caution ne- 
ver to diſcloſe the ſecrets of your maſter's family; 
never to talk unſeaſonably and improperly of his 
affairs; much leſs to whiſper any thing which may 
tend to depreciate his reputation. Indeed, your 
maſter's reputation ſhould be dear to you as your 
own, and you fhould as carefully vindicate and 
defend it, if you hear it maligned and aſperſed, as. 
you would your own. But it is not merely Re- 
putation whereof you are to be thus cautious; 
There are a thouſand little tranſactions in every 
family which ſhould never tranſpire through the 
walls, and which bear, in the relation, a very dif- 
ferent appearance from the reality, Theſe it 
Mould be your care never to diſcloſe; and though 
J would adviſe you, not to deſire by any means the 
truſt of other people's ſecrets, yet, if intrufted, be 
ſure to keep them as religiouſly as you do your 
own. One powerful means of enabling you to 
attain this fidelity, will be a firm reſolution to place 
a bridle on your tongue; to check a forward, prat- 
3ng humour, which is always offenſive in young 
men, and generally prejudicial : For it is not to 
be queſtioned, but that -the unguarded tongue, 
which is ſuffered to run at all adventures, will fre- 
quently ſupply the want of fenſe with folly, and 

of truth with falſehood. 1 
But beſides this ſtrict Fidelity in words and ac- 
tions, you owe to your maſter, and indeed to your- 
ſelf, ** Induftry,” and cloſe application to buſt- 
neſs. He expects it from you as his right; and 
you will do well to give it, as for that reaſon, ſo 
for your own ſake alſo ; becauſe thus you will not 
only improve in the proper knowledge of that bu- 
fineſs which you are apprenticed to learn, but will 
preſerve yourſelf from the numberleſs dangers at- 
tendant upon idleneſs, Every thing is poſſible to 
induftry ; 
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induſtry; and it will be very difficult to produce 
any inſtances of men, who, joining ftrift honeſty 
to continued indaftry, have failed of their due 
ſucceſs in this world. | | 

Well huſbanding your time; nicely obſervant 
of truth, in words and in actions; induſtrious and 
pundtual in bufineſs, you will neceſſarily be eſ- 
teemed. But there is a certain Something in be- 
haviour, a certain Manner, which is, as it were, 
the poliſhing to the diamond, and highly requi- 
ſite to render you beloved. Some worthy perſons. 
do even the beſt actions in an ungraceful manner; 
they have not, and they do not ſtudy the art to 


pleaſe: You ſhould make this your endeavour.. 


Mild, gentle, and affable in your converſation ;. 
eaſy, and even attentive” to the wiſhes of your 
maſter, in your actions; ftudying every little of- 


fice which may render you acceptable, and ſtriv- 


ing to do whatever you do with grace and good na- 
ture: Induſtriouſly avoiding at the ſame time eve- 
ry thing which may have the appearance of the 
leaſt officiouſneſs, or of a buſy intruſion where 
you have no concern. N 

In ſhort, in this and in all the other inſtances of 
your duty to your maſter, let one general rule ever 
have its due influence on your conduct, and it will 
always dire& you right: Conſider His intereſts 
and welfare as your own.” Thus, as a ſon with 
a father, you will never injure or ſee him injured: 
On the contrary, ſenſible of your duty to Him, 
and to your all-ſeeing maſter in heaven, you will, 
ſtudy to do your part with all fidelity; thus recom- 
mending yourſelf at once to your earthly and your 
heavenly maſter. 
I have thus far conſidered your duty in appren- 
ticeſhip, only as it relates to your Superiors : It 
will require ſome care and attention to conduct 
yourſelf properly towards your Equals: and Infe- 
Tiors. 
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-riors. Your Equals I call your fellow-apprenti- 

ces, from whoſe acquaintance, if -virtuous and 
good, you will reap great advantages and comforts, 
and which you can never be too careful to culti- 
vate and cement in a proper manner, as perhaps 
vou may derive from thence through life the high- 
.eſt emolument and ſatisfaction. If they are vi- 

. .cious and unworthy, the utmoſt caution will ſcarce 
be ſufficient, to guard you from the infection of 
their ill advice and worſe example. Vou muſt not 
only ſet your face like a rock againſt them; but 
ſtrengthening your mind every day more and more 
with religious and virtuous principles, muſt both 
repel their noxious perſuaſions, and at the ſame 
time do your utmoſt to adviſe and reclaim them 

from their ruinous principles and practices. 
i But I dwell not on this ſubject, as propoſing to 
v4 ſet forth at large in a future diſcourſe the Dangers 
N of Evil Company, and the proper method of. avoid- 
wy ing it. I muſt not however fail juſt to adviſe, that 
you treat your Inferiors with great courteſy and hu- 
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bY manity, at the ſame time avoiding moſt carefully. 
1 all undue freedom and familiarity, eſpecially with 
wo the female ſervants ; and more particularly, if you 
17 are ſo unhappy as to be placed with a maſter, who, 
1 according to the prevalent, but deſtructive mode 4 
= of modern times, thinks himſelf excuſed. from all h 
care of his family in town, while he flies to in- 1 
. dulgence and a country ſeat: In this caſe, much d; 
73 prudence and vigilance will on your ſide be neceſ- in 
= fary, leſt you be enticed into ſnares, which you p| 
EC, may find cauſe ever to lament, or allow yourſelf _ 
in freedoms, which may imbitter the whole ſtream th 
of your future life. G 
To prevent this, and other evils of. the like cic 


kind, labour to maintain the ſtricteſt Self-govern- 
ment, and ſeek, through God's grace, for a do- 
minion over your paſſions, "Temperance in * 
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and Drink is to be maintained invariably: Bat 
this too, is a matter of ſo great conſequence, that 
we (hall afford it a ſeparate diſcourſe. Nor is tem- 
perance in Dreſs of much leſs conſequence. So- 
jomon has well obſerved ““ that a man's charac- 
ter may be known by his apparel :** And though 
certainly different ſtations not only allow, but 
even demand different and more elegant modes of 
dreſs ; yet a foppiſh attention to it, in every ſphere 
of life, is a mark of imbecillity of underſtanding, 


and effeminacy of mind. But in Your ſphere of 


life, where dreſs, ſo far from being requiſite, * ;s. 
in a degree reproachful, ſuch an attention will be- 
tray much want of prudence indeed; not to ſay 
that it will very probably plunge you into expen- 
ces greater than you are able to bear, and at the 
ſame time lead you to ſhew yourſelf at ſuch places 
and in ſuch company, as will prove extremely per- 
nicious to your morals. Neatneſs, cleanlineſs and 
ſimplicity in apparel are proper to your ſphere of 
life ; they are in character; and be aſſured, through 
out your life, whatever is ſo, will always be found 
right, and will recommend you to the judicious. 
and diſcerning. | 

Cautious of your company, temperate in meat 
and drink, neat and fimple in your dreſs, you will 
have no temptation to thoſe expenſive pleaſures, 
which too often involve young men in inextricable 
difficulties, and lead them to ſteps which end only 
in deſtruction. This may te faid peculiarly of a 
pleaſure, a faſhionable Pleaſure very falſely ſo 
called, as it ſurely deſerves to be ſtigmatized with 
the appellation of the moſt odious Vice: I mean 
Gaming ; which, however common, is ſo perni- 
cious in its effects, that it alſo may well claim a 


* S-e the Beauties of Shakeſpear, Vol. I. p. 220. Hamlet, 
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they are, that ſoothe to deſtruction : They allure 
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ſeparate difcourſe, to ſet forth thoſe effects in their 
proper colours, and to diſſuade you, my young 
. from the leaſt approach to fo hazardous a 
precipice. Think not, however, that while I 
warn you from ſuch as are falſe and deſtructive, 1 
would rigidly have you debarred from all Pleaſures. 
Enjoy ſuch as are conſiſtent with virtue and your 
Ration ; and of theſe there are ſufficient, cheap, 
allowable, and highly refretaing ; ſuch as will nei- 
ther injure your virtue, your pocket, or your 
health. Indeed it 1s obſervable that the moſt ex- 
quiſite, as well as the moſt innocent of all enjoy- 
ments, are thoſe which coft us leaſt; ſuch as that 
Reading which I mentioned, though ſomewhat 
out of place, at the beginning of this diſcourſe; 
the enjoyment of agreeable and ſenſihle Converſa- 
tion; the pleaſures of Walking, and contemplat- 
ing the high Beauties of Nature. Theſe plex 
ſures will {upply all the relaxation you will. need; 
and, to their great commendation, they afford 2 
quick reliſh while they laſt, and leave no remorſe 
when they are over, 1 

But can we fay this, of the faſhionable plea- 
ſures of the town? Ah! my young friends, how 
J tremble for you, on account of theſe ! Syrens 


but to ſpoil, and preſent the bow! of joy but to in- 
toxicate and poiſon ! Beware of, and fly from them, 
as you value your own preſent peace and future fe- 
lieity in life; nor dare,—till firmly rooted- in right 
principles, till eſtabliſned like a rock in virtue, 
dare not to look, leſt, enticed by their: falſe beau- 
ty, you admire, and are undone. | 
It is, I well know, extremely difficult for 3 
young man to withſtand the artful ſneer of ridi- 
eule, and the deluſive ſophiſtry of perſuation. 
Fou muſt, however, exert all your fortitude ; bu! 


be ſure, if you are ever induced to attend the * 
ꝑlayhouſe, 
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playhouſe or other places of the like kind, that 
you never do ſo out of the company of your maſter 
or miſtreſs, or ſome other grave and reſpectful 
perſon : A thouſand perils await you, if alone, or 
attended hy the young, the giddy, and inconſide- 
rate. There is a danger; how ſhall I ſpeak 
of, or warn you againſt it? Oh that I had power 
to infuſe virtue into your ſouls, or to guard you 
from an evil big with the moſt fatal and formidable 
conſequence | Beware as you tender your life and 
ſalvation, beware of thoſe infamous peſtilential 


nightly prowlers, who, in the ſhape of women, 


take the devils part, and tempt the innocent and 
unwary to foul ſhame and fearful ruin ! Diſeaſe, 
and miſery are in their embraces : Blaſphemy, 
theft and murder, dwell in their ſeeret chambers. 
I rue ; poor miſerable wretches ! w'.en early and 
cruelly deluded into this deteſtable ode of lite 
when weary of it, and ſincerely deſirous to repent 
and amend; e feel a generous pity for them, 
and gladly lay open the golden gate of mercy for 
wer reception . Bur, whue perieveriſig IT D 
and delude; while permitted by the ſhameful ne- 
gligence of the ſleeping magiſtrate, to infeſt the 
moſt public paſſes of our fireets, to corrupt the 
health, the peace, the morals, of our people, they 
can never be painted in too frightful colours; nor 
truſt me my young friends, can any colours, how- 
ever frightful repreſent them as they are. | 
could tell you, if the time or ſubject allowed, 
tales which would make attention bleed ; of amia- 
ble youths, the hopes of their parents, the expec- 
tation of their friends, in an unguarded moment 
deluded and undone by thoſe miſcreants : An early, 
immature or ignominious death, or, what is almoſt 
worſe, an howling mad- houſe, ending their ſad and 
mournful hiftory, Oh, my young hearers! be- 
* See the ſtate of the Magdalen Charity, laſt Edition; with 
the Sermons, &c. ; 
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ware of theſe ſpoilers of innocence, and look not, 
approach not, parly not with them; fly from them 
as from the-grave ; your ſafety is in flight ; and 
whenever you behold them, with garilh: dreſs 
and artful, painted ſmiles, attempting to betray, 
conſider you behold ſerpents prepared to ſting you 
to death; tempters, who for a poor, little incon- 
ſiderable bribe, will proſtitute a fair frame, formed 
by a good. God to delight and pleaſe ; proſtitute it 
to the fouleſt, filthieſt purpoſes ;—their breath 
pollution, and their connexion worſe than. a. de-. 
vouring peſtilence | | 

But moral motives and worldly reſpects, howe. 
ver powerful and perſuaſive, will be found, my 
young hearers, utterly ineffectual to preſerve you 
from this, and all other temptations, to give ſta- 
bility to your virtue, and uniformity to your con- 
duct, without the aid of Religion. It is from 
hence alone that motives, ſufficient. to ſway, and 
fuccour ſufficient to influence, can be derived: 
Cultivate therefore, with undiſſembled ſinceri- 
ty, the practice of Religion; that religion, which 
alone teaches you the true nature and end 
of your being which informs you of the value 
of time, and calls upon you to improve and 
to redeem. it; which exhorts you to ſpeak. the truth 
from the heart, to be juſt and faithful in all your 
dealings; to provide things honeſt in the fight of 
all men; to ftudy to be quiet, and do your own 
buſineſs; to be temperate in all things, ſober, 
chaſte, conſidering yourſelves as the members of 


Chriſt, as the temples of the living God; and 


from that high and aweful conſideration, dreading 
to pollute thoſe members, to defile and deſecreie 
thoſe temples. | 
Religion, teaching you to look up. to the om- 
niſcient eye of an Almighty Maſter, will ſuperſede 
a thouſand other rules; will prevent all eye-ſervice, 


all man- pleaſing; will lead you, as the n 
| | 0 
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of Chriſt, to do the will of God from an obedient 
and conſcientious heart, For, whatever men may 


ſay or urge, (fools and blind!) to looſen the bonds 


of this divine principle, Religion 1s that alone, 


which gives a man a ſure and certain government 


over himſelf ; and conſequently, is that alone 
which can aſſure others of a good government over 
him. Suffer not, therefore, your religious prin- 
ciples to be ſhaken by the ſophiſtry of infidels, or 
the ſcoff of ſneerers. Suffer not your religious 
practice to be debauched by the deluſions of im- 
morality, or the enticing lure of pleaſure ; and, as 
one certain method to preſerve you ſtedfaſt, let no 
arguments or conſiderations ever prevail upon you 
to profane the Sabbath. If you do it once, you 
will find yourſelf more eaſily induced to do ſo a ſe- 
cond time; and thus you will fall inſenſibly into a 


habit, There is not a better rule for the preſerva- 


of virtue than to reſiſt beginnings; for no man 
can tell to what lengths he ſhall be carried, who 


ſuffers vice of any kind to gain the leaſt aſcenden- 


cy over him. Let nothing therefore perſuade you 
once to profane the Sabbath *. Depend upon it, 
the conſequences of ſuch profanation are ruinous ; 
and we generally find, in the wretched confeſſions 
of thoſe who conclude their lives ignominiouſly, 
that this was the firſt error which introduced them. 
to a life of profligacy, and a death of ſhame. 
Reverence therefore, and hallow in the ſtricteſt 


manner, God's holy Sabbath. Attend the divine 


worſhip regularly each part of the day : Paſs the 
reſt either in reading or meditation, or in innocent 
and amuſing walks with ſuch, as you are ſure will 
lead you into no evil, but inſtru and improve you 
by their friendly and rational converſation. If you 


* See a Sermon entitled, A Sabbath Day well ſpent,” 
Printed for Faden in Fleet Street. 
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116 * SERMON VI. 
are ſo happy as to be placed in the houſe of a fe- 


- ligious maſter, comply invariably with the rules of 


his family, and think yourſelf-peculiarly fortunate 
in ſo choſen a lot &. If it be otherwiſe, as there 
is too much reaſon to fear in the preſent diſſipated 
mode of life; if you are left to yourſelf or with 


your fellow-ſervants, to paſs the ſabbath, without 


the careful inſpection of a maſter's eye, Remem- 
ber always that you have a Maſter in heaven, and 
that no neglect of your ſuperiors can ever diſpenſe 
with your negle& of duty to Him and to them, 
But, alas] let me refer it to the juſt deciſion of 


your hearts, who thus neglect the young men com- 


mitted to their truſt, How, O ye Maſters ] can 
you expect that young people placed in your fami. 
lies ſhould diſcharge their duty to God, to you, 


and to themſelves, when they ſee you ſo ſhame- 


fully neglect your own duty; leaving them to. 
chance and temptation; and purſuing your plea- 
ſures, ph that Sabbath eſpecially, which ought to 
be dedicated to the exerciſes of religion, and the 
64:25 of good exainplie? Who kngws not tis 
prevalence of example in every reſpect? Can it be 
wondered that young men (eſpecially if of fortune} 
think themſelves intitled to aſſume the ſame licence, 
and to paſs their Sundays in riding, diſſipation, 
and riot? Indeed, the greateſt cc rrupters of youih, 
in the trading world, next to the evil of count 
houſes and ſeparate families, are the large Pre- 
mioms given with, and, conſequently, the vel) 
large liberties given to young men, who yet ae 
ſuppoſed to be engaged for a life of ſervitude, in- 
duſtry, and application, It is, I fear, too common 
for many to take thoſe large premiums, who ve} 
liule concgn themſelves with the morals and vir- 


* Need I recommend, to enforce the ſubje& of this diſcos 
the admirable and inſtructive prints of Mr, Hogarth called «The 


1 dies 


good and bad Apprentice?” 
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tues of ſuch, as tender parents, with the beſt hopes, 
have committed to their truſt. It is not eaſy to 
ſay how they can anſwer to their conſciences fo 


groſs a neglect. If the neceſſary management and 


reſtraint be more difficult, as probably it may, in 
proportion to the largeneſs of the premium, the 
maſter ſhould certainly conſider himſelf as engag- 
ed to ſuperior care and attention: And it is a truth 
which none can deny, however ſtrangely they may 
contradict it in practioe, that the higher and more 
important the charge, the more the maſter is ob- 
liged to abound in inſtruction, diligent inſpection, 
and good example. But whatever the charge, no- 
thing can, nothing ever will, excuſe an honeſt and 
good maſter from the diſcharge of theſe duties. 
Attentive to the importance whereof, thoſe parents, 
who are ſtudious of their children's good, will 
make it their firſt care, not to look out for a maſ- 


ter, who, moſt eminent in his ſtation, will poſſi- 


bly prove moſt negligent of their children, and for 
whom they may purchaſe the greateſt indulgences ; 
that is, the moſt certain ruin, at the higheft rate; 
as if the virtue and future well- being of their chil- 
dren was not of more conſequence, than the grati- 
tying a poor temporary vanity. But they will 
make it their firſt care to place them with a maſ- 
ter, who, like Abraham, fears God, and ſerves 
him with all his houſe; whoſe honeſty and good 
character, founded on this baſis, are irreproacha- 
ble; and from whoſe virtuous example, the moſt 
lively and conſtant motives will ariſe to a ſimilari- 
ty of conduct. 7 
Happy parents, who thus prudently and wiſely 
chuſe! Happy maſters, who thus excellently, and 
conſcientiouſly rule their familes! Happy youths, 
committed to ſuch faithful and worthy directors 
Eſtabliſhed in good principles, you will enter upon 
life with the beſt hopes; will become an ornament 
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and a bleſſing to ſociety, and meet the future re. 
ward of your good conduct in a kingdom of peace 
and glory. Amen! 


ANECDOTES, 
For“ The Advice to APpRENTICES.” 


1. The Archbiſhop of Cambray makes Tele. 
machus declare, that though he was young in 
years, he was old in the art of knowing how to 
keep both his own and his friend's ſecrets. ** When 
my father, ſays the Prince, went to the fiege of 
Troy, he took me on his knees, and after em- 
bracing and bleſſing me, as he was ſurrounded by 
the nobles of Ithaca, O my friends! ſaid he, 
into your hands I commit the education of my 
ſon; if you ever loved his father, ſnew it in your 
care towards him : But above all, do not omit to 
form him juſt, fincere, and faithful in keeping a 
ſecret.” Theſe words of my father, ſays Tele- 
-machus, were continually repeated to me by his 
friends in his abſence; who made no ſcrup!e of 
communicating to me their uneaſineſs, at ſeeing 
my mother ſurrounded with lovers, and the mea- 

ſures they deſigned to take on that occaſion. He 
adds, that he was ſo raviſhed at being thus treat- 
ed like a man, and at the confidence repoſed in 
him, that he never abuſed it: Nor could all the 
inſinuations of his father's rivals ever get him to 
betray what was committed to him under the ſeal 
of ſecrecy. See the Spectator, N“. 338. 

5 There is nothing, ſays Plato, ſo delight- 
ful, as the hearing or the ſpeaking of truth.” For 
this reaſon it is, that there is no converſation ſo 
-agreeable, as that of a man of integrity, who 
hears without any intention to betray, and ſpeaks 
without any intention to deceive, —As an advocate 


was pleading the cauſe of his client in Rome, oy 
| ore 
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fore one of the prætors, he could only produce a 


ſingle witneſs in a point where the law required the 
teſtimony of two perſons; upon which, the ad- 
vocate inſiſted on the integrity of the perſon whom 
he had produced: But the prætor told him, that 
where the law required two witneſſes, he would 
not accept of one, though it were Cato himſelf.— 
Such a ſpeech from a perſon who fat at the head 
of a Court of Juſtice, while Cato was ſtill living, 


ſhews us more than a thouſand examples, the high | 


reputation this great man had gained among his 
cotemporaries, on the account of his ſincerity. 

3. As I was fitting (ſays an ancient writer) 
with ſome Senators .of Bruges, before the gate of 
the Senate Houſe, a certain beggar preſented him- 
ſelf to us, and with ſighs and tears, and many la- 


mentable geſtures, expreſſed to us his miſerable po- 


verty, and aſked our alms; telling us at the fame 
time, that he had about him a private maim, and 
a ſecret miſchief, which very ſhame reſtrained him 
from diſcovering to the eyes of men. We all, pi- 
tying the caſe of the poor man, gave him each of 
us ſomething, and departed. One, however, 
amongſt us, took an opportunity to ſend his ſer- 
vant after him, with orders to 4nquire of him, 
what that private infirmity might be, which he 
found ſuch cauſe to be * of, and as ſo 
loth to diſcover. The ſervant overtook him, and 
delivered his commiſſion; and after having dili- 
gently v.ewed his face, breaſt, arms, legs, and 
finding all his limbs in apparent ſoundneſs; 
* Why, friend, ſaid he, I ſee nothing whereof 
you have any ſuch reaſon to complain.“ Alas, 
Sir! ſaid the beggar, the. diſeaſe which afflicts me, 
is far different from what you conceive, and is 
ſuch as you cannot, diſcern; Vet it is an evil which 
hath crept over my whole body; it has paſſed 
through my very veins and marrow, in ſuch a 

| ; ; : manner, 
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manner, that there is no member of my body: that 


is able to work for my daily bread. This diſeaſe 
is by ſome called Idlenefs, and by others Sloth, 
The ſervant hearing this ſingular apology, left him 
in great anger, and returned to his maſter with 


the above account; but before the company could 


ſend again to make further inquiry after him, the 
beggar had very prudently withdrawn himſelf. 

4. Action, we are affured, keeps the ſoul in 
conſtant health; but idleneſs corrupts and ruſts 
the mind; for a man of great abilities, may, by 
negligence and idleneſs, become ſo mean and deſ- 
picable, as to be an incumbrance to ſociety, and a 
burden to himſelf. When the Roman hiſtorians 
deſcribed an extraordinary man, it generally enter- 
ed into his character, as an eſſential, that he was 


incredihili indufiris, diligentid fingulari,® of in- 


credible induſtry, of ſingular diligence and appli- 
cation.” And Cato in Salluſt informs the Senate, 
that it was not ſo much the arms, as the induftry 


of their anceſtors; which advanced the grandeur 


of Rome, and made her miſtreſs of the world. 
Similar to which is the obſervation of Solomon 
(Prov. 22, 29.)'<< Seeſt thou a man diligent in 
his buſinefs ? he ſhall ſtand before Kings, he'ſhall 
not ſtand before mean men.“ ILL 
5. A phyſiognomiſt, who profeſſed, that, from 
the outward features of the face and habit of the 


body, he could aſſign the inward diſpoſition of any 


man to a degree of certainty: One day ſeeing So- 
crates, pronounced him ſtupid, ignorant, effemi- 
nate, drunken, and addicted to unnatural vices. 
Upon this, the Philoſopher's friends were fo ini- 
tated, that they threatened the man, and vowed 
to puniſh him as an impoſtor ; as in all likehhood 
they would, had not Socrates reſtrained them by 


faying, © The man is no way miſtaken : I ſhould 


have 


rie 
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have been juſt the perſon he deſcribes, had I not 
trained myſelf up by the precepts of philoſo- 
6. Czpio was adjudged to death for ſome of- 
fence, in the reign of Auguſtus Cæſar; but his 
ſervant in the night time carried him in a cheſt out 
of Rome, -and brought him, by repeated noQur- 
nal journies, from Oſtia to the Laurentine fields, 
where was his father's villa. Afterwards, in order 
to be at further diſtance from danger, they took 
thip ; but being forced back by a tempeſt, and dri- 
ven on the coaſt of Naples, the ſervant was there 
apprehended, and brought before the Centurion, 
who put him to a ſirit examination: Every art, 
however, was ineffectual to warp him from his 
duty; nor could he be prevailed on either b 
bribes or ,menaces, to make any diſcovery of his 
maſter's retreat. | 

7. Micithus, a domeſtic of Anaxilaus, King 
of the Rhegini, was left by his dying maſter to 
govern his kingdom, and ſuperintend his children 
during their minority. Throughout his viceroy- 
thip he behaved himſelf with ſuch clemency and 
juſtice, that the people ſaw themſelves happily 
placed under a perſon, whoſe quality was neither 
unfit to bear rule, nor too mean for the high poſt 
he occupied: And yet, when the children of An- 
axilaus.came of age, he immediately devolved the 
power into their hands, and at the ſame time tranſ- 
erred to them the treaſures, which by his cecono- 


my he had accumulated ; accounting himſelf mere- 


iy as their guardian and truſtee : While for his 
own part, content with a ſmall pittance, he retired 
to Olympia, and there lived in the private enjoy- 


dee Proverbs, Chap. J. ver. 6, &c. than which the inexpe- 
rienced youth cannct, perhap+, meet with a more ſtriking and 
beautiful admonition in all b:ſtory, ſacred or profane. 
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ment of reſpect, ſecurity, and the noble teſtimo- 
ny of a faithful and upright conſcience. Lat 
8. The following, we are informed, is a true 
relation of an event, which happened in a neigh- 
bouring ſtate not many years ago. A jeweller, a 
man of good character and conſiderable wealth, 
having occaſion, in the way of buſineſs, to travel 
at ſome diſtance from the place of his abode, took 
along with him a ſervant. He had with him ſome 
of his beſt jewels, and a large ſum of money, to 
which his ſervant was likewiſe privy. The maſter 
having occaſion to diſmount on the road, the ſer- 
vant watched his opportunity, took a piſtol from 
his maſter's ſaddle, and ſhot him dead on the ſpot, 
Then rifling him of his jewels and money, and 
hanging a large ſtone to his neck, he threw him 
into the neareſt canal. With this booty, he made 
off to a diſtant part of the country, where he had 
Treaſon to believe that neither he nor his maſter 
were known, There he began to trade, in a very 
low way at firſt, that his obſcurity might ſcreen 
him from obſervation ; and in the courſe of many 
years ſeemed to riſe up, by the natural progreſs of 
buſineſs, into wealth and confideration ; fo that 
his good fortune appeared at once the effect of in- 
duſtry, and reward of virtue. Of theſe he coun- 
terfeited the appearance ſo well, that he grew into 
great credit, married into a good: family ; and by 
laying out his ſudden ſtores diſcreetly, as he ſaw 
occaſion, and joining to all an univerſal affability, 
he was at length admitted to a ſhare of the govern- 
ment of the town, and roſe from one poſt to ano- 


ther, till at laſt he was 'choſen chief magiſtrate. E 
In this office he maintained a fair character, and I 
continued to fill it with no ſmall applauſe, both as 2 
governor and a judge; till, one day, as he fat on p 
the bench with ſome of his brethren, a criminal pe 
was brought before him, who was accuſed of mur- fi 


dering 
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dering his maſter. The evidence came out full; 
the jury brought in their verdict that the priſoner 
was guilty, and the whole aſſembly waited the ſen- 
tence of the Preſident of the Court (which he 
happened to be that day) in great ſuſpence. Mean 
while he appeared to be in unuſual diſorder and 
agitation of mind; his colour changed often: At 
length, he aroſe from his feat, and coming down 
from the bench, placed himſelf juſt by the unfor- 
tunate man at the bar, to the no ſmall aſtoniſh- 
ment of all preſent, <©* You fee before you (ſaid 
he, addreſſing himſelf to thoſe who had fat on the 
bench with him) a ſtriking inſtance of-the juſt 
awards of heaven; which, this day, after 30 years 
concealment, preſents to you a greater criminal 
than the man juſt now found guilty.” Then he 
made an ample confeſſion of his heinous offence, 
with all its peculiar aggravations; “ Nor can I, 


continued he, feel any relief from the agonies of 


an awakened conſcience, but by requiring that 
juſtice be forthwith done againſt me in the moſt 
public and ſolemn manner.“ We may eaſily ſup- 
poſe the amazement of all, eſpecially his fellow 
judges. They accordingly proceeded upon his 
confeſſion to paſs ſentence upon him, and he died 


with all the ſymptoms of a penitent mind. See 


Dialogues on Education, vol. ii. p. oo]. 


9. All the real pleaſures and conveniencies of life 


(ſays a fine writer) lie in a narrow compaſs; 


(% Man wants but little here below. 
Nor wants that little long.“) 


But it is the humour of mankind to be always 
looking forward, and ſtraining after ſuch as have 
got the ſtart of them in wealth and honour. Nay, 
perſons of an higher rank live in a ind of ſplendid 
poverty, and are perpetually wanting, becauſe, in- 
ſtead of acquieſeing in the ſolid pleaſures of life, 
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they endeavour' to outvie each other in ſhadows 
and appearances, This ridiculous chace after ima- 
-ginary pleaſures cannot be ſufficiently expoſed, as 
it is the great ſource of thoſe evils which general- 
ly undo a nation. Let a man's eſtate be what it 
will, he is a poor man, if he does not live within 
it; and naturally ſets himſelf to ſale to any one 
who can give him his price. When Pittacus, af- 
ter the death of his brother, who had left him a 
good eſtate, was offered a great ſum of money by 
the King of Lydia, he thanked him for his kind- 
neſs, but told him he had already more by half 
than he knew what to do with. In ſhort, content 
is equivalent to wealth, and luxury to poverty; 
or, to give the thought a more agreeable turn, 
Content is natural wealth,“ ſays Socrates; to 
which I ſhall add Luxury is artificial poverty. I 
hall therefore recommend to the confideration of 
thoſe, who are always aiming at ſuperfluous and 
imaginary enjcyments, and will not be at the trou- 
ble of contracting their deſires, an excellent ſay- 
ing of Bion the Philoſopher; namely, That no 
man has ſo much care, as he who endeavours af- 
ter the mcſt happineſs.” Spectator, N“. 574. 
10. Scipio the younger, when only twenty-four 
years of age, was appointed by the Roman Ne- 
public to the command of the army againſt the 
Spaniards Soon after the conqueſt of Carthage- 
na, the capital of the empire, his integrity and 
yirtue were put tothe following exemplary and ever 
memorabie trial, related by the hiſtorians, ancient 
and modern, with univerſal applauſe. Being re- 
tired into his camp, ſome of his officers brought 
him a young virgin of fuch exquiſite beauty, that 
ſhe drew upon her the eyes and admiration of all. 
The young conqueror ſtarted from his ſeat with 
confuſion and ſurprize; and like one thunder- 


ſtruck, ſcemed to be robbed of that preſence 
| | min 
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mind and ſelf-poſſeſſion, fo neceſſary in à general, 
and for which Scipio was remarkably famous. I: 
a few moments, having rallied his ſtraggling ſpi- 
rits, he enquired of the beautiful captive, in the 
moſt civil and polite manner, concerning her coun - 
try, birth and connections; and finding that the 
was betrothed to a Celtiberian-prince named Allu- 
cins, he ordered both him and the captive's pa- 
rents to be ſent for. Fhe Spaniſh prince no ſoon- 
er appeared in his preſence, than even before he 
f ſpoke to the father and mother, Scipio took hun 
| aide, and, to remove the anxiety he might be in 
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5 thete words: „ You and | are young, which ad- | 

: mits of my ſpeaking to you with more liberty... b 

[ Thoſe who brought me your {ature ſpouſe, aſſur- 1 

f ed me at the ſame. time, that you loved her. with 18 

F extreme tenderneſs; and her beauty left me no i 

1 rom to doubt it. Upon. Which, reflecting;.thas* 17 

. , like you, I had thought of making an engage + Ll 

5 ment, and were not wholly engroſſed with the af py 

. fairs of my country, I ſhouldmyſelf defire that ſo . 
honourable and laudable a paſſion might find fa- 48 

£ vour ; 1 therefore think myſe!t happy. in tl. e pre- 1 

4 ent conjuncture. to do vou. ſervice, Ehough the 4 

1 fortune of war has made me your Maſter, 1 deſire B 

4 to be your Friend. Here: is- your. wife; take her, 75 

10 and may the. Gods blels you with her. One thing, bo 

4 however, 1 would. have. you. be fully. aſſured of, . 

that ſhe. has been amongſt us, as ſhe would have BY 

ra been in the houſe. of her father and mother. Far 

ht be it from Scipio to purchaſe a looſe and momen- 

* tary. pleaſure at the expence of virtue, honour, and 

"1 te happineſs. of an honeſt man! No; I have 

th kept her ter you, in order to make you a preſent. 

* worthy of you, and of me. I he only gratitude 

of lrequire of you for this ineſtimable gift is, that 


Jou will be a friend to the Roman people.“ Allu- 
4 cius's 
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cius's heart was too full, to make him any an- 
ſwer ; but throwing himſelf at the General's feet, 
he wept aloud : The captive lady fell down in the 
fame poſiure; and remained fo, till the aged fa- 
ther, overwhelmed with tranſports of joy, burſt 
into the following words: * Oh, divine Scipio! 
the Gods have given thee more than human vir- 
tue! Oh, glcrious leader! Oh, wonderous youth 
does not that obliged virgin give you, while thus 
praying to the Gods for thy proſperity, rapture in- 
finitely above all the tranſports thou couldſt have 
reaped from the poſſeſſion of her injured perſon?“ 
Such was Scipio; a ſoldier, a youth, an heathen! 
nor was his virtue unrewarded. Allucius, charm- 
ed with ſuch magnanimity, liberality and polite- 
neſs, went into his own country, and publiſhed 
on all occaſions the praiſes of his generous and hu- 
mane victor ; crying out, that there was come 
into Spain a young hero, like the Gods ; who con- 
quered all things leſs by the force of his arms, than 
by the charms of his virtue and the greatneſs of 
his beneficence.” Upon this report (continues 
the hiſtorian) all Celtiberia ſubmitted to the Ro- 
mans; and Allucius returned in a ſhout to Scipio, 
at the head of 1400 choſen horſe, to facilitate his 
future conqueſts : And, to render the marks of 
his gratitude ſtill more durable, Allucius cauſed 
the action above related to be engraven on a filver 
ſhield, which he preſented to Scipio; a preſent in- 
finitely more ineſtimable and glorious, than all his 
treaſures and triumphs. This ſhield, which Scipio, 
carried with him when he returned to Rome, was 
loſt in his paſſing the Rhone, with part of the 
baggage: It continued in that river till the year | 
1665, when ſome fiſhermen found it; and it is 
faid to be now in the cabinet of the French King. 

11. It was a good piece of advice which Pytha- 


goras gave his ſcholars, ** that every night, do 
ore 
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fore they ſlept, they ſnould examine what they had 


been doing that day, and fo diſeover what actions 
were worthy of purſuit to-morrow, and what lit- 
g tle vices were neceſſary to be prevented from ſlip - 
} ping unawares into à habit.“ If you would be 
free from ſin, fly temptation. He who does not 
: endeavour to avoid the'one, cannot expect Provi- 
| dence to defend him from the other. If the fir 
4 ſparks of vice were quenched, there would be no 
I flame. For how can He kill, who dares not me- 
3 ditate revenge? Or He be an adulterer in act, who 
1 does not tranſgrefs in deſire? How can He be per- 
jured, who fears an oath ? or defraud another, 
n who dares not allow himſelf to covet ? * Greater 
3 is he that ruleth his own ſpirit, than he that tak- 
a eth a city.“ . 
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Fe not deceived : Evil communications corrupt good 
| Manners. l 


LL nature loves and ſeeks ſociety : Even 

the animals which are not of the moſt fe- 
rocious and untameable kind, delight to herd toge- 
ther, and feel a ſatisfaction in each other's pre- 
ſence. Man, peculiarly formed for ſociety, has 
no joy in abſolute ſolitude : Cut off from his fel- 
low-creatures, fo far is he from partaking of the 
pieaſures of life, that he finds it extremely difficult 
to ſupport his being. From ſociety proceed all 
tiie refined comforts and ſuperior enjoyments of 
life; And from ſociety, —ſo very much mixed: are 
all human bleſſings—preceed the greateſt dangers 
and evils of fe, *Tis unpleaſing to think, that 
trom our chief advantages our greateſt eviis thouſd 
flow; but this is not the only inftance wherein the 
- oblervation holds good. Alas | my young friends, 
how I ſhudder for you, when recollecting the va- 
rious perils you have to encounter, from afforting 
with that world, where you will find fo many 
pleaſing temptations to allure; ſo many gilded 
ares 10 entrap; where, perhaps, your own good 
d.ſpofitions and good inclinations will be made 
che foundation of your utter undoing | Society you 
muſt, you will have: Good ſociety is not leſs dif- 
ticult to attain, than it is advantageous when at- 
tained : Evil ſociety, as common as the air, is 28 
blaſting 


- 
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blaſting to the manners, as that air, when it bears 1 
on its noxious wings peſtilence and diſeaſe. 1 9 
would warn you from the latter: I would ſhew- 1 
you, in conformity with the apoſtle's declaration, 
that “ Evil communications corrupt good man- 
ners:” I would ſhew you, that they muſt neceſſa- 
rily and unavoidably do ſo. I would point out, on 
the other hand, the advantages of good company 


pe uc zou x dla da 
Theognis has a paſſage very ſimilar. | 
55 becauſe, 


* 


and converſation, and intreat you, by all you hold 0 9 
dear, as cautioully to fly the one, as you cultivate | Wi 
the other. TR | 1 
The fatal conſequences cf Bad Company have 1 

| | Net 4 3: 1%38 
been known and confeſſed in all ages. The paſ- {1208 
ſage which Saint Paul produces, iss taken from a a 1 
very antient heathen Poet *; and it ſeems to have xx 
been one of thoſe paſſages, Which had gained uni- {4198 
verſal aſſent, and was received as a maxim. Indeed, * 
nothing is more true. For, ſuppoſe a young per- "ll 
ſon to ſet: forward. in the. world, ſtored with the 1 
beſt principles, and unpolluted in virtue, there can 1 
be no queſtion but thoſe principles will be ov er- 1 
thrown,. and that virtue corrupted, if he commu- 1 

nicates conſtantly, and by choice, with the vicious 1 
and looſe, For, obſerve, ue ſpeak here of ſuch ' 13! 2 
company as we ourſelves chooſe. *'Tis. very poſſi- - 
ble in our connections with the world, We may be 3: 88 
obliged to converſe. with many, Whoſe principles 1 
and practice are totally abhorrent from ur own : N 
But from theſe. we. are nat in much danger. The 1 
diſlike and diſapprobation of their manners Which 1 
we feel, will rather. ſerve to improve our own. 1 
Our peril lies in the company of ſuch, as we vo- 1 
luntarily chooſe for the aſſociates of our freer 1 
hours; not only becauſe ſuch choice evidently 
ſhews the turn and diſpoſition of our minds, but. | 
| | i; 1.551 wn 

*F:on Menander, according. te St. Jerom, in whom the verſe; 10 f 

runs thus: | | FW; 
9% 
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becauſe, from the very nature of ſocial union, 
both we ourſelves ſhall wiſh and ſtudy to be aſſi- 
milated, and our companions will be zealous to 
have us aſſimilated to them. . 
The choice of bad company, in the firſt place, 
evidently proves a bad diſpoſition of mind. Tell 
me with whom you go,“ ſays the proverb, “and 
Iwill tell you what you are.” Free ſociety is a 
matter of abſolute choice, and, like another al- 
liance, can never be contracted without conſent of 
parties. Like univerſally aſſorts with like; and it 
is as impoſſible for a virtuous mind, deſirous of 
improvement, and ſtudious to excel in duty, to 
take pleaſure in the company of idle, ignorant and 
vicious perſons, as it is for the two greateft con- 
traries in nature to unite, Where the ſentiments, 
the converſation, the purſuits totally diſagree, 
what but ſtrife and contention can enſue ? Is it 
probable that perſons thus diſſentient will delight 
to aſſociate merely to jar and contend ? Far differ- 
ent is the end and deſign of ſocial intercourſe. In- 
deed, the matter wants very little proof: The 
choice of bad companions is as infallible a proof 
of a bad mind, as the choice of bad, trifling and 
unimproving books would be of a depraved taſte 
in the man who had a large and excellent library of 
the beſt and moſt improving authors around him, 
whence to make his election. 
But I am wandering from my ſubject. The 
voluntary choice of bad company is ſo ſure and ſad 
a proof of a worthleſs mind, that all inſtruction 
will certainly prove fruitleſs : We think not there- 
fore of ſuch. We ſuppoſe You, my young friends, 
entering into life with good principles, and good 
diſpoſitions ; not voluntarily chooſing, but acci- 
dentally thrown into bad company ; an. evil too 
much to be dreaded, from the prevalence of ſuch 


company 1n this corrupted world, where the 1 


SERMON VII. 131 


per of the vicious, it is to be feared, far exceeds 
that of the good; and where, unfortunately, the 
good are often difficult of acceſs, and very nice in 
their acquaintance; while the vicious, — bold and 
aſſuming— are forward to court the young and the 
virtuous to aſſociate with them; anxious to cor- 
rupt their prineiples, and pollute their manners, 
as if numbers added ſtrength to their cauſe, and 
their own ſhame and ruin would be leſs aggravat- 
ed, the more they involved others in ſhame. and 
ruin with them,  - hg | 
But be not you deceived, my young friends, by 
their glozing ſpeeches, and loud promiſes of felici- 
ty: Neither truſt to yourſelves, or the imagined” 
rectitude of your own intentions, as if you might 
paſs ſafely. amongſt them. Who, though in full 
health and ſtrength, would ever think of - viſiting 
the place where an epidemical and peſtilential diſ- 
order ravaged all before it? Believe me, the com 
pany of the vicious is more dangerous, as being: 
more contagious; and, however you may eſcape 
for the preſent, will undoubtedly in time corrupt 
and work a fatal wound in your mind. For, tell- 
me, upon what terms do you intend to converſe. 
with this evil company, into which you are un- 
happily fallen? Vou muſt either approve ar diſap- 
prove them. If you approve them, there can be 
no doubt but you will imitate and reſemble them. 
All hopes are then over ! If you diſapprove them, 
and continue ſtedfaſt in that diſapprobation, there 
will probably ſoon be an end of your ſociety; and 
you may poſſibly come off ſafe. Though this is 
not ſo ſure as you. may think, particularly if vo 
renew yout viſits and are frequently found in the 
lame ſociety. For it is not in your power to tell 
| What weight their arguments will have upon your 
mind; and be aſſured, they wili uſe every argu- 
ment which they conceive may be of weight: 
| + Sc; 
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Since, as we juſt obſerved, the vicious and aban- 
doned are very uneaſy, to have any perſon with 
whom they converſe, better than themſelves; 
and mighty zealous to make proſelytes, that the 
virtue of others may not give pain te their own re- 
flections. Indeed, as men of this claſs are gene- 
rally ignorant enough, and ſufficiently ſuperficial: 
in their underſtandings, you might perhaps: with: 
no great difficulty refute their arguments, and, on- 
the footing of fair reaſoning, fhew- the futility of 
all they advance: But they have a kind of reaſon- 
ing of their own, @ method of argumentation, . 
which will baffle al] your logic, and confute at once 
all your arguments; and that is, ** Laughter and 
ridicule.” Aloud laugh, or a ridiculous jeſt; a little: 
well-timed mockery, or deſpicable buffoonery, will 
ferve at once to render all you would ſay-inſignificant,. 
and to make you feel very uneaſy in yourſelf, and 
very laughable in the ſight of others. Fhis may 
de called, the ſtrong- hold of the vicious, and if: 
you have fortitude enough to ſtand it, which, be. 
leve me, is the caſe with very few of: your fellow 
creatures, for the human mind fuſtains-perſecution: 
and pain much better than ridicule. and ſcorn :. 
Yet, if you have fortitude enougli to bear it. 
and can, with a manly reſolution, deſpiſe and for- 
fake ſuch company, you are ſafe: You. need: fear 
uo danger. But, as the contrary. is mucli: to be 
apprehended ; as none of us can maintain too Jow 
an opinion of his own virtues, and conſequently 
Mould avoid with the utmcſt cauticn every tempta- 
won ; it will be much your beſt method never to 
truſt yourſelf a ſecond time in that company, where. 
you find goed principles and good manners ban+ 
ter d and laugh'd at, and where this ſucceſsful en- 
gine of corruption, Ridicule *, is play'd with all 


* 


| #See this matter more fully handled in the ſubſequent Sermons 
on! Ridicule,” 10 


* 
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its force againſt virtue, religion, good manners, 
and your own profeſſion of them. | 

But, ſuppoſe this not to be the caſe; there are 
other reaſons to fear, leſt your morals ſhould- be 
corrupted, though at preſent you diſapprove what 
you. ſee wrong in your companions, It is common 
to us all, to behold with gradually- decreaſing hor- 
ror, as we grow familiariz'd to the ſight, the ob- 


jects which at firſt chill'd our blood. However 


you may diſapprove, at firſt, the looſe and pro- 


tane language, and the more looſe: and criminal; 
actions of your aſſociates,” be aſſured that you will 


find: that diſapprobation' gradually diminiſh; as you: 
accuſtom yourſelf more to hearing ſuch. language 
and ſeeing ſuch actions. The very allowance here- 
of, is a large ſtride in wrong. You have loſt im- 
mediately, on this permiſſion, the pure and unde». 
filed guard ef virtue; and when once an avenue, 
however ſmall, is open to vice, it is the nature of 
the infinuating monſter to ereep in more and: more, 
till ſhe has werm'd herſelf. into the very inmoſt 
heart. | wry 4318 

Beſides, the nature of friendly ſociety: is ſuch, 
that, as we before remarked,. it muſt neceſſarily 
have conſent of parties. Meetings, of this kind are 


deſigned for pleaſure and ſatisfaction; and as every 
one, of a good diſpoſition at leaſt, finds in himſelf 


a deſire to pleaſe, and to render himſelf agreeable 
to thoſe with whom he eonverſes, this very prin+ 
ciple, amiable and excellent as it-is in. itſelf, will 
greatly increaſe your danger in bad company. 
Though many things may be: ſaid; propoſed and 
done, which your beft ſentiment totally diſapprove - 
yet unwillling to diſturb the good harmony of the- 
lett, reluctant to. diſguſt and give offence, and 
fearing the ſtigmatizing appellation of.. ſingulari- 
ty,” you will run the ſame length of riot with. 
them ; and, contrary to your better judgment, 
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plunge perhaps into evils, which you may find 
eauſe to lament all the future days of your life. 
And further, my young friends, O ſee how dan- 
gers thicken, and inconveniencies preſs around, 
when once you ſet your foot in unbidden paths 


of ſpirits) and vivacity, think, when your blood 
flows with a quicker circulation, when alt is 
cheerful, all is alive; think, when the riot in- 


think, how eaſily you may be thrown. entirely, off 
your guard, and be carried by thoſe. ſpirits, which 
now no longer obey the rein of reaſon, into actions 
bad as the worſt of thoſe, whereof. we frequently 
hear diſſolute young perſons boaſt !—vain and fool- 
iſh, as if any honour could acerue, from ſeeing to 
be more vicious that men really are; or from talk- 
1 ing of erimes, which they have neither power nor 
5 hardineſs to commit | Tis certainly a. ſad. proof 

4 of the corruption of the preſent times, that ſuch 
perſons are found amongſt us: Such however there 
are among the young ; and if only amongſt the 
Young, their youth and inexperience might hap:y 
plead ſome excuſe, But ſuch there are too amongſt 
the old; who not only preſume, againſt the laws 
of decency and God, to ſpeak. of their filthy vices, 
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they never committed; as if it were a credit to be 
more abominable than they in fact have made 
themſelves. Bluſh, and hide your heads, ye ſons 
of ſhame | Unworthy the name of Chriſtians, the 
heathen world will riſe up againſt you in judgment, 

I have hitherto reaſoned, my young friends, up- 

on principles common and congenial to our nature 
ſuch as operate almoſt; inyariably and irreſiſtibly 
upon us; and conſequently, ſuch as prove to 3 
_ demonſtration the certain danger there is, that 
Evil communications will corrupt good W 
N ere 


If further you happen to poſſeſs a good degree 


creaſes, and mirth mounts into madneſs; O 


with reliſh ; but even to boaſt of vices, which 
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ver be maintained without that ſimilarity. be pre- 
ſerved. It cannot therefgre be ſuppoſed, that if 


felicity, wherewith they flattered themſelves: Fare- 
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There is one other ſuch prineiple in the human na- 
ture, which tends, ſtill more to confirm what I 
have advanced; and that is, our. proneneſs to 
imitation. This is ſo general a principle, that from 
the cradle to the day of death, our life is almoſt all 
imitation. Few think or act for themſelves, form- 
ing their opinions and manners upon the manners 
and opinions of others: And in ſocial life we no- 
ſooner approve, than we are immediately led to 
imitate, Indeed, friendly ſociety being formed 
upon a ſimilarity of manners, ſuch ſociety. can ne- 


you converſe with the vicious and immoral, you: 
will be diveſted of this common principle of your 
nature: It is certain that this prineiple will. have 
its influenee upon you; your thoughts, your 
ſpeech, your actions will be formed upon. the model 
of theirs: You will become one of them. Fhen, 
farewell all the pleaſing hopes of your affectionate 
parents; farewell all the happy proſpects of your 


well all thoſe comfortable expectations, which vir 
tue and religion naturally form; and for your- 
ſelves, farewell, the body in health; the mind in 
peace; the conſcienee ferene and applauding.. 
Farewell true tranquillity on earth; farewell. the 
hope of eternal tranquillity in Heaven RE 
Theſe are the conſequences of a corruption of. 
manners, which will. aſſuredly follow from the 
choice of bad company; and therefore Charondas, 
an ancient lawgiver, Wiſely enacted a law with re- 
terence to this evil. As he conceived that the 
morals of the good were ſometimes quite ruined 
by their difiolute acquaintance ; that vice was apt, 
like an infectious diſeaſe, to ſpread itſelf, and to 
extend its contagion even to the beſt diſpoſed of 
our ſpecies : In ordet to prevent this miſchief, he 
expreſsly enjoined that none ſhould. engage in any 
| intimacy 
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intimacy or familiarity with immoral perſons; He 
appointed that an accuſation. might be exhibited 
for keeping bad company, and laid a heavy fine on 
ſuch as were convicted of it.“ This wiſe and ſa- 
lutary law was founded on the trueſt knowledge of 
human nature; which; it is unqueſtionable, how 
ever pure and well diſpoſed, bad company and bad 
example will for the moſt part be found ſufficient: 
to corrupt . 3; ; 55 
In this caſe then; as well as in reſpect top vice in 
general, be aſſured, that your ſafety. is in flight; 
in avoiding as much as poſſible every: temptation, 
which may ſeduce into eyil Now entirely to ef- 
fect this ſafety, there are: three things which I 
would peculiarly recommend:: Fhe FirsT is, 
to avoid, with the niceſt: caution, all ſociety. 
with the bad.“ If by accident thrown into their 
company, maintain your: decency. and dignity. 
with all poſſible firmneſs ; but. comply not: with 
any of their folicitations :: Approach not to any the 
leaſt intimacy: but on the firſt occaſion make your 
retreat, nor enter into their aſſembly again. 
And, as the beſt antidote againſt ſuch. ſociety, 
as one of: the ſureſt methods to render it diſguſt» 
ing, and to ſhew it in its own true and deſpicable. 
colours; let: me adviſe you, SECONDLY, © to. 
ſeek and to cultivate with all your power the ſoeie- 
ty of the virtuous and the good: Of thoſe who 
are ſuperior to you, rather than thoſe beneatli you. 
A. love of low company is certain ruin ! You will 
find a ſerenity and ſatisfaction in the converſe of 
the worthy, always innocent, agreeable and im- 
proving, which you will never find in the obſtre- 
perous mirth and looſe riot of the. diſſolute and 
profane. You. will find yourſelf ſtimulated to 


, "Y . ; ak ; 1 S137 al POE . „ Cor 
*. See the Anecdotes, for a ſtriking proof hereof in the caſe Po 
of:Prigce Eugene of Soiſſons. p. 144. | 2 lan 
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higher degrees of virtue, the more you are familiar 
with the virtuous ; and conſequently you will find 
your happineſs daily increaſe, in proportion as 


your virtue increaſes': For «+ Virtue is happi- 
neſs,?2 1:3 '15 RR 


oY 0 


But, beſides a general correſpondence with the 
virtuous, endeavour. if poſſible to cultivate a pure 
diſintereſted friendſhip with one of fimilar diſpoſi- 
tions, and ſimilar good intentions with yourſelf *. 
From a friendſhip founded in true virtue and reli- 
gion, you Will reap, not only the moſt delicate 
pleaſure which the human ſoul can feel, but, in 
many reſpects, the higheſt advantages which the 


human life can experience, 


A celebrated Heathen writer + mentioning the 


uſe which friends are of to us, in every part of 
life, remarks the benefit which young men find. 
from them, to be, that they keep them in their 
duty.“ Certainly nothing more ſtrong or more 
important could be urged in behalf of friendthip: 
To keep us ſtedfaſt in our duty, is the beſt office 
which can be done for us: a virtuous friend can 
and will keep us ſo ſtedfaſt; ſurely then, above all 
things, it ſhould be our ſtudy to cultivate virtuous. 


friendſhip. -- 


But, avoiding the company of the bad, and ſo- 
Iicitoutly cultivating that of the good, you; muſt 
take care, Thirdly, as the moſt important point 
cf all, «to preſerve in your minds, a deep ſenſe 
of the importance, and a high reliſh of the com- 
forts ot religion: - Of that religion, which ex- 
horts not only to avoid evil, but every the leaſt ap- 
pearance of it: That religion, which, maintain- 


1711 


85 Facillime et in optimam partem cognoſc untur adoleſcentes, 
qui ſe ad claros et ſapientes viros, bene conſulentes reipub.ice, . 
cont ulerunt: quibuicum fi frequemies ſunt, opinionem a ffer unt 
Populo, eorum fore fe ſimiles, quas: ſibi ipſi celegerunt ad imi- 
tandum. Cicer. de Ofpc. lib. ii. 137. 5 5 | 
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138 S ERM ON VII. 
ed in all its life and power upon the ſoul, by a re. 


gular and uniform application to all the means of 
grace, will ſerve to render the company and con- 
verſation of the vicious ſo diſguſting and deteſta- 
ble, that the mind would prefer, under the hap- 
Py impreſſions of it, perpetual ſolitude in the wild. 
eſt deſart, rather than the ſociety of thoſe whoſe 
every word is a wound to the chaſte and virtuous 
ear; whoſe every action is as a poignard to the 
good and religious heart. 
No, my young friends! while the religion of 
Chriſt has its due influence upon your ſouls; while 
you direct your thoughts and guide your actions 
by the pure and bleſſed precepts of the goſpel ; you 
have no need to fear the loſs of the reliſh: of that 
Virtue, the nice feelings of that tender Conſcience, 
which will render vice odious, and goodneſs alone 
pleaſing to you. Shew yourſelves only firm and 
well-grounded in your principles; dare but to be 
ſingular a while, and to confront the little ſcoffs 
and ridicule of deſpicable ſneerers ; and, be aſ- 
ſured, your company will become, to your great 
felicity, as unpleaſing to the vicious, as theirs can 
be to you. As a living reproach to their infamous 
proceedings, they will not care how little they ſee 
or know of you; and finding you, like a rock 
amidſt the waves, firm and ſecure againſt all their 
noiſy attacks; while they cannot refuſe you the 
filent approbation and involuntary homage of their 
hearts, they will leave you to purſue your happy 
and well-choſen courſe of life. A courſe, which 
will infallibly lead you to true contentment and in- 
ward peace: Which will enable you, perhaps, 
hereafter to give relief and conſolation to many 0! 
thoſe, who, to their own ruin, have purſued a dif- 
ferent courſe; but which will certainly. procure 
you the honour and eſteem of your fellow crea- 
tures, and the future applauſe of a juſt and bene- 
volent Redeemer. Which, &c.. ö 
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of - ANEGCDRDOTES 
on- On the Subject of Bad Company. 


ap- 1. „ Art thou any kind of tree?” (ſaid an 
ild- eaſtern Sage to a lump of odoriferous earth, which 
tle he picked up in a grove). Thou charmeſt me 
ous with thy perfume ?”——It anſwered him, I am 
the only a vile piece of earth ; but I dwelt for ſome 
time with the roſe.” One of our Poets has pret- 
tily conveyed this ſentiment, by obſerving, 


«© Who can travel through th' Arabian groves, 
And not bear thence ſome fragrance ?”” | 


2. The divine mercy had inſpired a vicious man 

to requeſt admiſſion into a ſociety of Sages, whoſe 
_ morals were holy and pure, He obtained what 
he earneſtly defired : The conſtant example of 
their virtues deeply affected him, He could not 
be taught a better leſſon. He made no delay to 
imitate them, and to relinquiſh his former ill ha- 
bits. He became juſt, ſober, patient, laborious, 
beneficent, amiable, His good works could not 
be contradicted : But, odious Motives were attri- 
buted to them; and though his actions were com- 
mended, his perſon was not beloved or eſteemed. 
In ſhort, moſt people ſeemed inclined to paſs their 
judgment upon him, from-what he had been, but 
not from what he was. This injuſtice pierced him 
_ with ſorrow : He ſhed tears in the boſom of an old 
and venerable friend, whom he knew to be juſt 
and humane. My fon,” ſaid the Sage to him, 
** Thou art of more worth even than thy Repu- 
tation: Give God thanks for it. Happy is the 
man, who can ſay, ** My enemies and my rivals _ 
cenſure in me the vices, which I no longer retain.” _ 1 i 
What ſignifies it, if thou art but good, that others =» 
perſecute thee as a wicked man? Haſt thou * ; 
| for 3 
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for thy conſolation, two clear ſighted witneſſes of 
thy actions, Gop, and thine own conſcience?” 

3. The excellent Bifhop Taylor, in one of his 
volumes, has the following remark : As thoſe 
creatures, ** ſays he, that live among the ſnows 
of the mountains turn white * with their food, and 
converſation with ſuch perpetual whiteneſſes; ſo 
our ſouls may be transformed into the ſimilitude 
and union of Chriſt, by our perpetual feeding on 
him, and converſation, not only in his courts, but 
in his very heart, and moſt ſecret affections, and 
incomparable purities.” Thus too the royal poet 
obſerves, with reſpect to our aſſoeiates in life: 
With the holy, thou ſhalt be holy, and witha 
perfect man, thou ſhalt be perfect: With the 
clean, thou ſhalt be clean, and with the froward; 
thou ſhalt learn frowardneſs.“ 

4. Gallus Vibius, we are informed, was in the 
earlier part of life a man of great eloquence, yet 
in a courſe of time he fell into a ſtate of as great 
madneſs; which ſeized on him not ſo much by ae- 
eident, as by his own affectation, having fo long. 
mimically imitated-madmen, that he became fran- 
tic himſelf. And Tully confeſſed that whilſt he 
faughed at one Hircus, a- very ridiculous fellow, 
he almoſt became the ſame kind of perſon :.*5- Dum. 
illum rideo, pene factus ſum ille.“ vt 

5. It was an ancient euſtom of the Ethiopians 
(fays Diodorus Siculus) that if the King by any 
cauſe or accident was maimed in his limbs, his 
domeſtics and familiar friends would voluntarily 
weaken themſelves in thoſe members; thinking it 
uncomely for them to walk upright, while their 
King halted, or if he had but one eye, that they 
ſhould have perfect ſight. Thus too, when their 


* See Smollet's “ View of all Nations,” Vol. i. p. 32, 8e, 
and 195, tor ſume curious facts on this head. | : 
| - monarch. 
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monarch died, his particular friends uſed to kill 
themſelves; as if ſuppoſing ſuch a period of their 
own exiſtence honourable, and a teſtimony of un- 
giſſembled friendſhip. How many ſuch ſelf-facri- 
ficers are to be found in the world, devoting them- 
ſelves as wildly to ruin, through falſe complaiſance, 
and a vicious deference to the rank and influence 
of others! | 

6. The following is related by a writer of un- 
doubted reputation: Speaking of Prince Eugene 
of Soiſſons, he obſerves, All thoſe qualificati- 
ons and endowments that can procure love and 
eſteem, ſhone conſpicuous in this young Prince. 
A graceful perſon, the-moſt engaging affability and 
ſweetneſs of temper, a quick underſtanding, an 
heroic ardour, a ſkill in the ſciences, and other 
parts of polite literature (which is the more extra- 
ordinary in a Prince then but 15 years of age) 
united to juſtify the exalted hopes conceived of 
him. He ſhewed a ſtrong inclination to a military 
life, and at that early period was already inuring 
himſelf to it; ſo that, commonly, a bare board 
ſerved him for a pillow. The King had taken the 
greateſt care of his education, and ſuffered him to 
be ignorant of no branch of knowledge, which 
might contribute to his future advancement. To 
keep him out of the way of public diverſions, and 
other diſſipations, he reſided at a diſtance from 
court, having apartments at the riding academy ; 
There he gave himſelf up to the ſtudy of the ſcien- 
ces, with ſuch intenſeneſs and application, that he 
ſcarce came to court once in a week, nor appeared 
at any public diverſions. The apartments cf the 


Prince and his excellent tutor were full of a phi. 


lotophical apparatus, and mathematical inſtru- 
ments ; of the conſtruction and ule of which the 
Prince had gained a perfect knowledge, as it were, 
by way of giverſion. Nothing gave him greater 

. ſatisfaction 
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SERMON VII. 


ſatisfaction than to explain every thing to ſtrang. 
ers of curioſity who happened to viſit him. The 
dung Prince allowed himſelf no other amuſe- 
ments, but ſuch as improve, as well as divert the 
mind; and was as fond of mathematical prob- 
lems, and philoſophical experiments, as too many 
young gentlemen are of ſuch diverſions, as tend 
to alienate their minds from any intenſe applicati- 
on, and render them unable to bear the leaſt hard- 
ſhip.” 
ow great things were to be expected from a 
Prince of ſuch endowments! ſo diſpoſed to the 
worthieſt purſuits, ſo cloſely applying himſelf to 
them, making ſo happy a progreſs in them. 
Alas | every pleafing expectation formed of him 
proved in the event vain ! Bad companions infi- 
nuated themſelves into his good eſteem ; bad ex- 
amples found him unable to withſtand them ; when 
the vicious were his companions, their manners 
were no longer his abhorrence : By aſſociating 
with them, he ſoon became as abandoned as the 
worſt of them; and in a few years, having loſt 
his virtue, unhappily loft his life &. There can- 
not be a ſtronger or more melancholy proof of the 


fatal influence which bad company and bad exam- 


ples have over even the beſt cultivated and belt 
difpoſed minds. How then can others expe& to 
avoid the contagion, though ever ſo carefully in- 
formed and well inclined, if they are hardy enough 
to venture in the midſt of it; even when they ſee 
before their eyes a youth thus well and nobly train- 
ed, blaſted at once, and all his fair bloſſoms wi- 
thering, or ere they were ripened into the promiſed 


fruit? 


7. The learned and pious Sir Matthew Hale, 
when a youth, was too much addicted to the ſo- 


* See the Preface to Dean Bolton's Tracts. : 
| | clety 
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ciety of ſome vicious people, which he did not 
break off, till an alarming accident drove him from 
it, Being invited with ſome other young ſtudents, 
to a merry-making out of town, one of them dur- 
ing the carouſe called for ſo much wine, that not- 
withſtanding all Mr. Hale could do to prevent it, 
he went on in his exceſs, till he fell down as dead 
before them. All preſent were not a little terrified, 
and did all they could to bring him to himſelf 
again: This particularly affected Mr. Hale, who 


went into another room, and ſhutting the door, 
fell on his knees, and prayed earneſtly to God, 


both for his friend, that he might again be reſtor- 
ed to life; and that himſelf might be forgiven for 
having countenanced ſuch exceſſes. Moreover, 


he vowed to God, that he would never again keep 
company in that manner, nor drink another health 


while he lived. His friend recovered, and Mr. 
Hale moſt religiouſly obſerved his vow, till his dy- 


ing day. It was this great man's reſolution, drawn 


up by him in writing tor his own private uſe, with 
regard to COMPANY (among other articles of con- 
duct) to do good to them; to ufe God's name 
reverently, while with them: to bewate of leav- 
ing an ill example among them ; and to receive 
good from them, if they were more knowing than 
himſelf.” See his life, by Bifnop Burnett. 

8, That ever-memorable inſtance of God's 
mercy, Wilmot Earl of Rocheſter, was in ear] 
life always much given to riot and licentiouſneſs. 
During his travels, however, and thoſe ſciences at 
ſea in which he was ſoon after engaged, his mind 
being better occupied, he had ſo entirely laid down 


his former intemperance, that at his return we are 
again into company that loved thofe exeeſſes, he: 


was, though not without difficulty, and by many 
ſteps, 


1 


\ 
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ſteps, brought back to it, and that in a ſhocking 

degree: For the natural glow of his fancy being 

oe by wine, made him ſo extravagantly plea- 
ſant, that many, to be the more diverted by his 
humour, were ever ſtudying to engage him deep- 
er and deeper in intemperance; and this at length 
ſo entirely ſubdued him, that (as he told Dr. Bur- 
nett his hiſtorian) for five years together he was 
continually drunk: Not indeed all the while under 
the viſible effect of it; but his blood was to in- 
Hamed, that he was not in all that time cool enough 
to he perfectly meſter of himſelf. This led him 
to ſay and do many wild and unaccountable things; 
2ad by :this, he faid, he had broken the firm con- 
fſttitution of his health, which once ſeemed ſo 
ſtrong, that nothing was too hard for it; and he 

ſuffered ſo much in his reputation, .that he almoſt 
deſpaired to recover it. I his-courſe cf life, how- 
ever, was not always equally pleaſant to him. He 
had often ſad intervals of ſevere reflection upon it; 
and though at that time he had not theſe awaken- 
ed in him from any deep principle of religion, yet 
the horror which Nature excited in him, (eſpeci- 
ally in ſome ſickneſſes) made him too eaſy to re- 
cei ve thoſe ill and ſceptical principles, with which 
others endeavoured to poſſeſs him; ſo that he was 
ſoon brought to ſet himſelf to ſecure and fartify 
his mind againſt religion, by diſpoſſeſſing himſelf 
all he could of the belief or apprehenſions of it. 
To complete his ruin, the licentiouſneſs of his 
temper, with the briſkneſs of his wit, diſpoſed him 
to-love the converſation of thaſe, who. divided their 
time, between lewd actions and irregular mirth: 
And thus he came at laſt to bend his wit, and di- 
rect his ſtudies and endeavours to ſupport and 

ſtrengthen theſe evil principles both in himſelf and 

others, At length, God was pleaſed ina vey 

1 x ſtriking 
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ſtriking manner to bring him, by pain and ſorrow 
and ſtrong conviction, to repentance ; during the 
courſe of which, he faid to Biſhop Burnett, © In 
what a condition fhall I be, if I relapſe after all 
this ?”—but added, “He trufted in the grace and 
goodneſs of God, and was reſolved to avoid all 
thoſe temptations, that courſe of life, and com- 
pany, that were ſo likely to enſnare him; and he 
deſired to live on no other account, but that he 
might, by the change of his manners, ſome way 
take off the high ſcandal his former behaviour had 
given.“ — This the dying penitent uttered in va- 
rious terms to his ſpiritual friend; with other ex- 
preſſions to ſome of his former companions, which 
well became his ſtate : giving them a charge to 
publiſh any thing concerning his converſion, which 
might be a means to reclaim others; “ and pray- 
ing God, that as his life had done much hurt, ſo 


his death might do ſome good.“ 


We ſhould do well always to carry about us a 
ſenſe of ſuch events; together with that excellent 


advice of Saint Bernard, which is one of the great 
rules for propriety and ſelf- government in life; 


Inde lætari in adoleſcentia, unde in ſenectute 
non pœniteat: To rejoice and take pleaſure in 
thoſe things or perſons, when young, which we 
{hall not repent of in the wintry ſeaſon of old age; 
—tor though a man be .never ſo clear and un- 
blameable himſelf, yet by frequenting company 
who are tainted either in mind or manners, he will 
neceſſarily contract ſome pollution from them. 

9. When Marius was ſent againſt the Cimbri, 
his ſoldiers durſt not look the enemy in the face; 
their gigantie ſtature and barbarous aſpect aw'd the 


Roman bravery. But when they had beheld theſe 


ame barbarous Germans three days together from 
the camp, their ſpirits revived, their ccngealed 
OL. L H courage 
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error in his progreſs. He becomes uneaſy for a 


| ceptible ; cuſtom blunts the edge of reflection, 


mus ;” No one becomes very wicked on a ſudden, 
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courage began to circulate through every vein; 
they not only fought, but overcame the P they 
had fo lately dreaded. Reverſe the medal, and ap- 
ply it to thoſe connections in which the young and 
inexperienced are daily enliſted to their hurt 
the effect is obvious and ſtriking. A youth edu- 
cated in the principles of chriſtianity, cannot at firſt 
think of the breach of a commandment, without 
trembling and inward convulſion: But then heſlides 
into ſeemingly trivial commiſſions. The aſſociates 
of his unguarded hours ſtrew every pitfall of plea- 
ſure with flowers. At firſt, a damp ariſes over his 
mind, and he almoſt inclines to doubt there is ſome 


while; yet, urged by example, continues his 
courſe, and at length conſcience begins to ſlum- 
ber ; its reproaches are faint, its ſtings ſcarce per- 


and, when once arrived at this pitch of inſenſibi- 
Jity, he heſitates not at any impieties, which be- 
fore were abhorrent to his nature. So true is that 
ancient aphoriſm, Nemo repente fuit turpiſſi- 


Negligence and diſtruſt. firſt unite to weaken the 
facred ſanction of God's commands, before men 
.can preſume to break them, | 

10. Euſebius was not one of thoſe pladders, 
who ſeem to diſband all ſociety, and to forſwear 
converſation ; who place Virtue in Sourneſs, and 
confound P.ety with Spleen: No; he was free, 
eaſy, and cheerful, and never refuſed to partake of 
thoſe feſt;vities, which recreate the mind and re- 
freſh the body, without prejudice to the conſcience. 
"This was his ne plus ultra, and he thought it a no- 
ble and an ample field; ſince here he could enjoy 
every gratification ſuited to a rational being, and 


not unworthy his underſtanding and his nature. 
I 66 But, 


— 


) 
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« But, to pawn Innocence for Pleaſure (ſaid he) 


as many do, is to overrate the one, and to under- 


value the other. To laugh whilſt we fin, is, in, 
ſome ſort, to renew the barbarous cruelty of Nero, 
who is reported to have played while Rome burn- 
ed; or, the fooliſh temerity of the Indian Philoſo- 
pher, who ſung on the funeral pile juſt ready to 
conſume him.” Diſguſted therefore at ſuch ſo- 
ciety, and ſtill more at follies which he could nei- 
ther endure or correct; he lamented in ſilent in- 
dignation, to behold Chriſtians leading the lives 
of the loweſt Pagans, and profaning the beſt reli- 
gion with the fouleſt crimes, “ What pleaſure 
{would he ſay) can any Chriſtian take in thoſe 
places, where Vice rides in triumph, and Virtue 
groans in a dungeon? Where Goodneſs and De- 
cency lie under Contempt, and Irregularity re- 
ceives applauſe? Where the beſt actions are lam- 
pooned, and the worſt glozed over or deified by 
their ſhort-Nghted votaries ?—This conſideration 
ſo weaned Euſebius from the love of the world, 
that he withdrew into the country, and there al- 
ned all the qualities of a Gentleman fo handſome- 
ly with the duties of a Chriſtian, that it was hard 
to judge whether his behaviour was more genteel, 
or more religious. He was wont to ſay, ** Thoſe 
lie under a great miſtake, who fancy that Virtue 
is an enemy to (300d-breeding ; that a man muſt 
turn off Civility, to become a Saint; and exclude 
nmſelf from the ſociety of all Men, in order to 
Keep up a .correſpondence with his God. No 


(continued he) Chriſtianity makes men honeſt, in- 


deed, but it does not make them Clowns; it for- 


bids:Grimace, but not Sincerity; it puts a mean 


between Foppiſhneſs and Rufticity, and forbids us 
to ſhew no breeding, by affecting to ſhew too 
much. Virtue ſmooths the brow, as well as the 

| Hz conſcience, 
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-conſcience, and knows how to temper inriocent 
mirth with a ſeaſonable reſervedneſs and decorum, 
So that we may, if we fo incline, keep up to the 
-height of our duty to God, without dropping our 
obligations to good neighbourhood, and abandon- 
ing the comforts of ſociety.” 
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J endeavoured to ſet forth ſo fully in my laſt, the 


depravity of manners. 
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SERMON VIII. 
On Bad Books. : - 


ACTS xix. 19, 20. 


Many alſo of them who uſed curious arts, brought” 
their books together, and burned them before all 
men : And they counted the price of them, and 
Hound it fifty thouſand pieces of ſilver. So mightily 
grew the Word of God, and prevailed ! 


HE only true happineſs of human life con- 
ſiſts in a virtuous and religious conduct, 
formed upon virtuous and religious principles. 
The greateſt enemies we can have, and the molt * 
formidable temptations we can encounter, are thoſe 
which tend to deprive us of this felicity, either by | 
corrupting thoſe principles, or cauſing us to decline- 
from that conduct. | 8 

It was on this account, my young friends, that 


fatal conſequences of Bad Company to both; 
to ſhew you, in agreement with Saint Paul's de- 
claration, that there is a neceſſary and unvoidable 
connection between evil communication, and a 


The word made uſe of by the apoſtle, and ren- 
dered *© Communications *,“ is of extenſive im- 
port : It may imply, not only Converſation, but 
Reading alſo; and conſequently leads us to ano- 
ther mode of evil communication, by which. 
bood morals are as much prejudiced, as by bad 
ecmpany. For it is certain, that the reading ot 


*"OwMa, Sec Pakhurſt's Greek Lexicon. $1; 
+3 corrupt, 


— 


* = . S 7 . 2 - . — - 
4 8 0 
: 4 E - h 
2 1 9a Fg. ERP PI 0 Se « < x « * 
* - < 28. 2 > : * i *. 
* * 4 £2 þ 1 ”—_ O * 
1 
— 


0 8 * 
1 * 
£ . 
7 1 i + £6 
ANTS 1} {7 IR 
Fx: —_ 
EN #53; "81 
'& iv ; 
* a 7 
4 4 
4. # : 
* Y 1 
a... ls 
2 Ti #5" 
4 * Ty K 
1 Fr F 
wi 7 
# I, 
" k 14 
* 1 
4 1 7 
8 * of 
= 4 1+ 45 
_ by 4 on 
vl +24 - 1 
1 | 
45:49 vo: - 
dy N $4: 
A 1] | & 4 = 
: 1 LE 
> oy þ 72 7 * 
= 1 
i 1 * de 
b * nd Lb 
FL”. 18 . 
4442 4 „ 
— 
Pl 1 4: 8 
7 1 : ] 
MF 1 q 
an 14 6 
2 5 : p 
* * n 
N 1 at 
1 5 as): 
. 3 5 
28 1 
* 4 , 1 
D 
. 
A A 7 . 
1 7 4 
1 7 
\ 4 HEL 
9 3 
WT . * 
l . 4 14 
ie 
= 3. 8 
73% 1 
y * if 14 1 . 
MoH 1 
Wil P in - i 
17 1 
9 3 
N 4 51 43% 13008 
$f 1 7 
VR": r 
[| ie 
n 
14 
. 7 „ 
q . i 1% 

7 8 * PL . 

1 „ Wh 
„ „33 
K A ; I 
Wn] N 
. 
1 D þ 4 
r a 5 = 

= „ 4 * 
eig 51 "Fi 
FB 1] . 

Bu IF 1 
Bs 75 K * 
1 * 14 
3 66 79 
XX ts 18 
n 

„ £ ; 
* }! I 
=! * 
4x4 4 * 1 
Ma + 10h 

. 5 be 

14. c 

| 4: 
13 4 ee 
* 1 Ni 899 bo. 

N . II nl 
*4% 7 97 1 
ar? 
. * 0 
og 3 

1 l * { 
1 1 

1 1 

E. 1 

„ * Ex 
\ _ 8 

9 2 + $ x 

1 1 . - 

200 1 1 1 

2. © 2 
\ + & 1 «HY F 
„ 1 
4 ry X ; 
1 P n 

ny FT 1 
3 Wt * 1 
3 — 
BK: 40818 

is 224 

4 

. hae! 

G 8 : 

1 - "Li 
> ms 
$08 
2 1 
D 
1 ERS 
4 E 4 . 
A: os * 
1 * N 
2 1 
$7} tt "F008 
4417 1 6 : +18 
14 1 a * 
* 1 
2 1 5 
> A 9 
4 * 5 
„ 75 [ 

5 +89 
» "0 5 
; l - 0 
” wi _— 

& SS 1. 

. A * 1244 
5 by 2 
a 1-42) 4 

- 8% 
7: F 
11 * 
1 y 

4.45 

Y F734 ; 

1 1 3 
. 
WW 
_. 

4: + 4 

829 * 

1 1 

+ $4:4:, 

r 

. 5 F 

1 4 
. * 

8 1 6 

= _ — 4 

# 5 * | 
** .. == 
| 36 ga, - 
4 © : 4 
{ 7 + 
( %” \ 0? 
„ 4 
o 1 = ? 
* . ö 8 

m- It 

* JV * of 12 
—_—. \ 
En ſ \ 

—_— 
= 1 - 2: (8 
wh. (5 1 
= ER Lig 
- 8 . 
7 4 ** 
1 * 
1 7 71 

4 - 

1. 

„ 

+I : 

T5 [21 

15 1 

ws! |: 

„ 
©}: 
l 
1 
11 

Si 

1 

a - 

* 

. 

BY 

A . 

1 

F . 

: 
: 
"2 
it 
N 3 
© 


150, SERMON VIII. 


> 

corrupt, irreligious and profane Books, tends, in 
an eſpecial manner, /to pervert the judgement, to 
inflame the paſſions, and pollute the mind. 

Willing, therefore to point out every danger 
You have to encounter in your journey through 
life, I propoſe to offer a few obſervations, and to 
give you ſome neceſſary cautions reſpecting © Bad 
Books.” The pernicious effects of theſe were ſo 
palpable to the Ephefian Converts mentioned in 
the text, that they judged rightly no other method 
could teſtify the ſincerity of their converſion, than 
the total deſtruction of them : And though the 
value of what they burned was great,. 
upon the loweſt calculation exceeding two thou- 
fand pounds *, yet they choſe to annihilate ſo 
much property, rather than, by felling theſe books, 
to propagate infamy, and communicate the know- 
ledge of thoſe vile practices which they taught. A 


Noble example of real and difintereſted repentance; 


the ſea] and proof of which, is always the putting 
away and avoiding every occaſion of ſin. Nor can 
the value of any thing, however great, be in any 
degree comparable with the price of truth, an 
the practice of virtue, * 
The books which the Epheſians burned were 
ſuch, as inſtructed them in the curious arts” of 
forcery and magic, for which that city was famous, 
infomuch, that thoſe arts were proverbially called 
« Ephefian Letters.” 'l he profeſſors of theſe arts, 
were a ſet of infamous and deſpicable miſcreants, 
who pretended to communications with infernz 
ſpirits, and were extremely inſtrumental, by ther 
diabolical perſuaſions, to diſturb the peace, and 
deprave the morals of the people. | | 
The light of Chriſtianity has diſpelled the dark. 
neſs and ignorance of theſe pretended arts ; and 


* See Calmet, Prideaux, Arbuthnot, &c,—and Henry en 
the P lace, | | ; there 
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there are not at preſent any compoſitions more 
harmleſs than thoſe which treat of this ſubject. 
From books of this kind, neither young or old are 
in any danger. Thoſe which are to be dreaded; by 
which the miſchief is done, and which unhappily 
abound amongſt us, are books of irreligion, and» 
of immorality; writings, whoſe ſorcery is more 
bewitching; and whoſe magic is infinitely more fa- 
tal: for they. attempt to corrupt either our Prin- 
ciples or Practice. | 5 

I ſhall conſider them under theſe two heads; ad- 


q ing ſome ſhort ſtrictures on Books of Enthuaſiaſm. 


And firſt, with reſpect to books which attempt to 
influence and corrupt your“ Religious Principles, 
be adviſed, my young friends, never to take them 
into your hands, or to concern: yourſelves with- 
them. Much of you 
upon the ſtedfaſtneſs of your religious principles. I 


fuppeſe you, by the care and inſtruction of your 


parents and paſtors, well grounded in-- theſe, -and- 
ſufficiently able to give, when a proper occaſion de- 
mands, a. ſatisfactory account of the hope that is: 
in you. If this be the caſe, what poſſible end can 
it anſwer;. for you-to perplex yourſelves with thoſe 
ſubtle diſtinctions, and nice objections, which 
enemies to the Goſpel of Chriſt have been fo ſoli- 
citous to raiſe ? Lay it down as an infallible truth, 
that both the eeconomy* of nature and of grace is 


liable to a variety of ſeeming objections, which, 


with our limited and narrow faculties, we can ne- 
ver hope totally to remore. And conſider, with 
reſpect to Revelation“ in particular, that the 
very term implies a diſcovery of ſomething, to 
which the unaided human mind was inadequate : 
And therefore it is moſt reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that the human mind muſt be inadequate to 
the full comprehenſion of what that revelation 
-ontains, Certainly, it is the province of reaſon 
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to examine the evidences of a revelation: But 
when once thoſe evidences have fully approved 
themſelves, Reaſon immediately ſubmits herſelf 
to the guidance of humility and faitn. 

Do not imagine that Iam pleading for a: blind 
deference to opinions, or that I would recommend 
to you an implicit ſubmiſſion to eſtabliſhed modes 
of faith, without proper and deliberate examinati- 
on, This is a principle moſt abhorrent to truth, 
and to all improvement in knowledge ; a princi- 
ple, which makes a man a Mahometan at Mecca, 
with juſt as gcod reafon, as he is a Chriſtian at 
London. No; the religion of Jeſus Chriſt ex- 
pets and ſclicits examination: Nor is it poſſihle 
tor any one to be a Chriſtian, in the proper ſenſe 
of the word, without ſuch examination; without 
a knowledge of the evidences upon which he 
grounds his faith. And I am thoroughly perſuad- 
ed, that one very pregnant fource at leaſt, of the 
luke-warmneſs and indifference diſcernible in the 


lives of fo many profeſling chriſtians, as well as of 


the facility wherewith others fall a prey to popiſh 
ſuperſtition, infidelity, and enthufiaſm, 1s a want 
of this thorough examination; is an unacquainted- 
neſs with the ſolid grounds and reaſons of their be- 
lier, Lock at the lives of thoſe who firſt embraced 
the religion of Jeſus : See how glowing was their 
zeal ; how vigorous their piety ; how extenſive 
their benevolence !— The religion of Jeſus is till 
the ſame: The fuccours of divine grace are equal- 
ly open and operative: But here lies the great dif- 
ference : They became Chriftians by choice; We 
are born and made fuch, without any choice of our 
own. They took not up their religion, but on 
the ſtrongeſt conviction of its truth: We profeſs 
that religion, becauſe we happen to be born of pa- 
rents who profeſſed it, and who, in early infancy, 
baptized us into it ;—and who perhaps, further, 

thought 
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thought it neceſſary juſt to teach us a little Cathe- 
chiſm by rote, and then left us to ſhift for our re- 
ligious principles as well as we could. 

Let me believe, and let me hope, my young 
friends, that Your parents and in{truQtors have 
done more for you; that they have ſhewn you the 
evidences of, the chriſtian faith, and have enabled 
you to oppoſe and confute thoſe ſubtle arguments 
which Infidels and Deifts may throw in your way, 
If they have not, ſtrengthen yourſelves by the 
peruſal of ſome one or other of thoſe many excel- 
lent performances, which the advocates for Chriſti- 
anity have compiled in proof of its divine original. 
Conſider the train of evidence at large; and upon 
the ſubject of any material objections, either read 
ſuch writers as are of allowed and univerſal cha- 
racter, or conſult ſuch perſons of ingenuity and 
candour, as you think are able, and you may be 
aſſured will be ready, to remove your ſcruples, 
and convince your mind. Thus fortified and eſ- 
tabliſhed in the truth (for I am thoroughly ſatisfied 
that the conſequences of ſuch a ſerious and ſincere 


inquiry will be an eſtabliſhmentin the truth) make 
it your chief, your only care to fulfil the precepts 


of the goſpel; not to diſpute about its divinity, 
or to attend to objections which may poſſibly be 
urged againſt it. Our Saviour hath promiſed that 
** they who do his will, ſhall know of the doctrine - 
»hether it be of God.” Let it be your labour to 


bain increaſe in ſuch knowledge by this life of obe- 
| Cience: And for the reſt, paſs over in neglect 


whatever Deiſts and Infidels may urge ; nor make 
lo idle a waſte of time, or perhaps ſo fad a ſhip- 
wreck of your mind's quiet and peace, as. to. loſe. 
your hours in peruſing their ſubtle and: perplexing 
performances, Their grand buſineſs is to embar- 
rals and confuſe ; and it is often enough for them, 


if they cannot ſubvert, to render arguments dark 


H Ly | and 


D = 2 — —— — = — 
r * — * . 8 - N 7 — 
2 * * 2 2 7 * EIT? * 3 . — —_— * 5 — — 
” 9 * 5 2 
_ — 4: 4 4 N * <> 1 _ Er I * 
5 * * = KL, 4 hs 4 


we 
— 


— SY Ar 
— Is 
GT OE en 


r 
394 
1 
WT: 
"$5 "abt 
I. i 
£08” - 
1 
19 
85 2 
1 
1 + { 
3 
* 
10 ; 
„ 
( 
E104 
3 ay 
. 
BEW 
A 
* * 
t ; 
1 0 
25:8 
2 
F 
1; 
* gf 
1 
1 
IF 
"> 
Li 
\ . 
* 20 
. 
Y 4 
F 
” 001 
140 
6 
7 
48 
* 
1 
h 
9 
178 
0 
9 
1 
wo 
, 
fr 
1 
4 
N 
U 
* 5 
1 
. 
7 
1418 
1, 
4 
5 
4%. 
19 
* 
1 
914} 
"> 1H} 
1 * 
A, 
18. 
M14! 
i 8 
41 
J. 
1 
N } 
#3) 
44 
$4 
nt 
BY 
10 
y l 
1665 
of 1230 
/ 
+" j 
> 
\ l 
1-13 #1 
Ft 
"re 
39 
: 
l 
q 
1 
1. 
N. 
i! 
io 
\ 
71 
1 
15 
1 


— — 


ER 


* 
= 8 . 
— a 
>. pins = bo 
—— = — 
2 CREE RS 


even againſt their Gord : Though anſwered a 


is no reproach, nor the the repetition of profane- 


=D 
— 
9 
ER ES 
—— 
DT. 


— 


Infidels of ancient and modern times have ſhifted 


* 
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and doubtful-: Unreſtrained by any motives of re- 


ligion or decency, they fear not to ſpeak bold things 
with confidence, and to pronounce groſs falſehoods, 


thouſand times, they heſitate not to urge and re- 
urge the ſame ſtale objections, and have the te- 
merity to repeat the blaſphemies afreſn, whereof 
their predeceſſors have been fully convicted: For, 
it ſeems, in the cauſe of infidelity, want of novelty 


neſs any ſname; as its fautors dread not the im- 
mediate vengeance of God, while allowed by the 
civil arm to affront Him with impunity. And 
Gop forbid, that the civil arm ſhould interfere in 
this caſe ! Gop forbid, that in a land of liberty, 
any man ſhould be precluded from the free delivery 
of his ſentiments! for though many and greatevils 
unqueſtionably ariſe from hence, yet it is as un- 
queſtionable that the good preponderates; and 
think it is clear to a demonſtration, that however 
individuals may have been hurt, the cauſe of 
Chriſtianity in general has been advanced and be- 
nefited by oppoſition, and the oppoſition of Infi- 
dels in particular. | 2 
This it were eaſy to ſnew; as well as how the 


the argument *; diametrically oppoſing and con- 
futing each other — and this perhaps we may 
take ſome future occafion to ſhew : But for You, 
my young friends, let it ſuffice, to urge againſt al 
their objections, that Chriſtianity has now been 
profeſſed for near 2000 years ; that it has withſtood 
all the attacks which perfecaticn and ſophiſtry, in 
their moſt varied forms, could make againſt it; 
that it is allowed on all hands to be a moſt bene- 
volent religion, calculated in the beſt manner fe 


the 


* Cee Gereard's excellent Diſſertations, 
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the improvement of morals, and the felieity of 


men; that if it were to be taken from you, it 
would be moſt difficult to ſupply its place with 
any thing at all comparable ; that if its evidences 
could be ſubverted, with them all. hiſtorical evi- 
dences could be ſubverted, and all the faith of an- 
cient times muſt fall; and that, in ſhort,: upon 
the preſumption of the falſehood and impoſture of 
Chriſtianity, perfect doubt and ſcepticiſm: muſt 
enſue, and the only ſyſtem in which a man could: 
take ſhelter would be downright Materialiſm; 
would be in the gloomy diſbelief: of a-providence - 
here, and of an immortality: hereafter ! BY 
In the view of theſe conſequences, what advan- 


tages can you diſcern to yourſelves, from eſpoul- - 


ing the cauſe of infidelity ? Certainly none; and 
therefore, you can have no temptation to peruſe 


the works of thoſe, who are the patrons and teach- 
ers of infidelity. Books of this kind, you will: 


carefully avoid, not only as extremely trifling, but 
as likely to prove extremely pernicious : . Prifling, 
becauſe if their arguments have no effect, they will 
conſume your important moments without the 


leaſt improvement: Pernicious, becauſe if their 
arguments have their effect, they will deprive you- 
of the beſt hopes which human creatures can en- 


joy; and will. entirely. “ corrupt your morals,” 
which, indeed, for the. moſt part, is the grand. 


foundation and myſtery of all infidelity, 


But books of Infidelity,. are not [thoſe alone 


which are to be dreaded, . as. the corrupters of 
morals.” There are books whoſe. immediate and 
direct tendency. it is, to ſerve the cauſe of Immo- 
rality, and to be the. foul-vehicles of. indecency, 


obſcenity and pollution. Theſe are a kind of writ- 


ings ſo impure and defiling, that it is ſcarcely poſ- 
bible to ſpeak of them without incurring ſome de- 
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e of defilement ;—for who can touch pitch and 
de clean ? And they are fo prejudicial. and obnox- 
zous to all purity of mind, that the leaſt ſhare of 
virtue, J muſt believe, will be ſufficient to render 
them odious and diſguſting. Nor will you, if you 
have the leaſt regard for religion, the leaſt rever- 
ence for yourſelves, ever be perſuaded to degrade 
your nature ſo much, as to peruſe ſuch infamous 

and deteſtable performances. 

Vou will find, my young friends, the combat 
with your paſſions fafficiently ſtrong : - You will 
find that every method you can uſe to keep thoſe 
paſſions in ſubjeẽtion will be requiſite: But if you 
allow yourſelves in the uſe of any thing which 
ſerves to inflame and arouſe thoſe paſſions, how 
can you ever expect a victory over them ? And, 
believe me, books of that immoral ſort, from the 
uſe of which I am diſſuading you, are inflamma- 
tory to a high degree, and the more to be dreaded, 
as ſome of them preſent their poiſon under a ſpe- 
cious covering, and gild with ſeeming beauty the 
horrid bait which they lay for your virtue. 

It is indeed a melancholy reflection, that any 
ſuch books ſhould be extant amongſt us; 'tis me- 
lancholy to think that any of the human ſpecies 
thould have fo far Joſt all ſenſe of ſhame, all feel- 
ings of conſcience, as to ſit down dehberately, and 
compile a work, intirely in the cauſe of Vice and 
Immorality ; a work, which, for aught they know, 
may ſerve to pollute the minds of millions, and 
propagate contagion and' iniquity through genera- 
tions yet unborn: Living and ſpreading its bane- 
ful effects long after the unhappy hand which 
wrote it is moulder'd into duſt ; but perhaps, not 
fo long as the unhappy Mind, which compoſed it, 
is Paying the due puniſhment for its offence in the 
doleful- regions of futurity. Gcod God! if the 


authors of ſuch writings could feel this , 
j 


——— gw T9 
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if they would conſider the numberlefs youths,. 


whoſe minds may be blaſted by their evil efforts; 
if they would conſider, that works of this kind 


once made public, are impoffible to be recalled; 


that however they may themſelves repent ot the 
evil, it is yet of ſuch a nature, as can never be re- 
paired | for which no reſtitution can ever be made! 
—[f men would a moment attend to this reflect. 
on, certainly we ſhould hear no more of ſuch con- 
taminating works ; certainly. ſome of thoſe who 
have taken the DeviPs office, and turned corrupt- 
ers of our youth, in the preſent day, would en- 
deavour to be as exemplary in their repentance, as 
they have been notorious and noxious by their: 
ſhameful publications... 
It is a ſtriking. obſervation made by- one. of the- 
fathers, that “ as the authors of good books may 
hope to find their future crown in glory brighten 
ed by thedegree of wiſdom and virtue, which their 
writings impart through ſucceſſive generations; ſo 
the writers of bad ones, may well dread an. increaſe- 


of puniſhment in the future world, proportionate- 


to the pollution they ſpread, and the ill effects 
which their writings ſhall produce, fo. long as they 
continue to be read .““ * : 
There cannet be a more awakening-example to- 
perſons who are. any ways concern'd in writings. 
of this kind, than that unhappy, witty, and pro- 
fligate nobleman, whoſe repentance, it is to be 
feared, however advantageous and honourable to 
himſelf, will never be ſi. Mcient to counterbalance 
the continued ill-effeQs of his looſe and filthy writ- 
ings. And it is remarkable, that upon his death 
bed, this reflection gave him the keeneſt uneaſi- 
neſs: On which account he was extremely anxious 


A See Parſon's Chriſtian Dire Sory, tranſſated by Dr, Stanhope, 
p. 147. and the Anecdotes p. 144. Ku 
to 
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to have all his profane and lewd pieces burned, 
as well as to call in, if poſſible,—but alas + that 
was impoſſible— all the copies of them which had 
been unhappily diſperſed. Giving thoſe perſons 
who were neareſt to him a ſtrift charge to do ſo; 
and Acknowledging, with a ſincere contrition, 
that thoſe works were only fit to promote Vice and 
Immorality : That by them he had moſt highly 
offended God, and ſhamed and blaſphemed that 
holy religion into which he had been baptized .“ 
I cannot conclude this head, without expreſſ- 
ing my concern for, and bearing my teſtimony at 
leaſt, againſt another ſpecies of corruption, minute- 
ly fatal to the minds of our people in general, and 
of our youth in particular: I mean the looſe and 
obſcene Prints and Pictures, which to the great 
ſcandal of good manners and religion, are not only 
engraved and ſold, but publickly expoſed in the 
moſt frequented parts of the metropolis. There 
are in this Chriſtian land, men, that have been 
baptized too, and call themſelves Chriſtians ; who 
yet, lamentable to think ! ſtart not at any profeſſi- 
on or mode of gain; and heed not, if they can 
clothe their own backs, by what beaſtly vices they 
are ſupported, or by what deſtructive methods 
they. procure their foul maintenance. 

I wonder not at theſe : Dead to ſhame, they 
are dead to virtue : But I wonder at thoſe, who, 
placed in ſuperior ſtations by- the providence of 
God, are made the guardians of a people's liberty 
and virtue; who, dignified with the honour of 
Magiſtracy, poſſeſs the higheſt and moſt ſacred 
truſt; a truſt, which, certainly, as much reſpeds 
the morals, as the properties ot the people; and 
for their regard to, or neglect of the one no leſs 


* See Biſhop Burnet's account of the death, &c. of the Bar 
of Rocheſter. | 7 1 
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than the other, they muſt certainly render an ac- 
count to Him, whoſe vicegerents they are. And 
in the preſent inſtance, the laws have amply pro- 
vided. But if the Magiſtrates ſleep, and the laws 
have no excution, who can wonder that the peo- 
ple trample on and deſpiſe them? Who can won- 
der that the morals of the people grow daily more 
and more defiled ? Who can wonder that ſuch a 
Magiſtracy grows contemptible, while even Roy 
alty itſelf is not reſpected; and while ſuch prints 

as we have hinted at, even make their vile ob- 

fcenity a ſhameful vehicle for daring treaſon ! 

Turn we from the unpleafing proſpect. Our 
hopes are in vou, my young friends; our with is 
to preſerve your virtue unpolluted, that ſo you may 
become public, as well as private bleſſings. For 
this purpoſe, let me exhort, let me adviſe, let 
me befeech You, never to contemplate, much 
leſs to purchaſe or poſſeſs any of thoſe ſedue- 
ing and laſcivious repreſentations, which you will 
find the panders and patrons of Vice fo ſoli- 
eitous to recommend. to your notice and atten- 
tion. Keep in your view, as much as poſhble, 
the fair and fpotleſs forms of Virtue and. Religion, 
and you will hold Obſcenity and Immorality, in 
their juſt degree of abhorrence ; as monſters which 
like Milton's Sin, however enchanting they may 
ſeem in the firſt view, are foul ſerpents in the end, 
full of poiſon, and the mothers of Death. 

There is a third ſpecies of writings which are, 
in ſome reſpeQs, as pernicious as either of the 
foregoing, and conſequently as carefully to be a- 
voided, I mean writings of the Enthuſiaſtic king; 
whieh are frequently found as prejudicial. to the 
mind's repoſe, and to the proper conduct of life, 
as books of irreligion, or Immorality, But here 
you muſt take great care, not to ſtigmatize with 
the name of Enthufiaſm works of genuine piety 
and pure religion, Tis a common error in the 

” preſent 
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preſent times: Men fit to looſe to religion, that 
whatever has an high appe.rance of it, in ſelf. juſ- 
tification they brand with the name of Enthuſiaſm, 
You will be wifer, my young friends; for I hope 
your conduct will be too blameleſs and exemplary 
to need any ſuch poor and deluſive evaſions, 
ſuch miſerable ſelf-deceit. Nevertheleſs, there is 
a real and a very eſſential difference between Re- 
ligion and Enthuſiaſm “. The one as gentle, 
amiable, and beneficial, as the other is wild, of- 
fenſive, and burtful. To avoid the latter, fo far as 
reading is concerned, let me give you one rule: 
« Make. it your fixed practice never to read 
any books of piety and devotion, but ſuch as are 
written by men of known, and eſtabliſhed charac- 
ters ; ſuch as bave the ſtamp of merit, and are of 
allowed reputation.” You can run no hazard 
from the peruſal of theſe; and it is very pleaſing 
to think that we have a great variety of them. 
Our language abounds with a larger number of 
writings, on all the branches and topics of religi- 
on, than perhaps any other; ſo that there is choice 
ſufficient: And certainly, in this caſe, it would 
be very ſimple to waſte your times in the peruſal 
of writers of doubtful credit, and which perhaps 
may warp. your ſenjiments, and do infinite preju- 
dice to your minds, when you may employ that 
time much more to your emolument, in the peru- 
ſal of authors well approved, capable of inſtructing, 
edifying, comforting ; and by which, you will be 
ſure neither to be deceived nor miſled. | 
Theſe then, my young friends, axe the three 
kinds of Books, which, anxious for your perſe- 
verance in virtue, I would earneſtly with you ne- 
ver to handle; Books of Infidelity, Immorality, 


see a Sermon, entitled, « Cautjons againſt Methodiſm; or, 
Unity recommended, Printed for FADEN, > 
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and Enthufiaſm. Would to God that all of this 
kind, like the Books of magic at Epheſus, were 
brought together and burned |! We might then 
hope that the word.of God would more grow and 
prevail. For, doubtleſs, to this growth they are 
amongſt the ſtrongeſt obſtacles : However, as this 
is rather to be wiſhed than expected; as Books of 
this kind, in the preſent corrupt ſtate of things, 
will continue to abound; it muſt be your care, 
your moſt cautious endeavour, to preſerve your 
minds pure from their pollution, by never ſuffer- 
ing them at all to engroſs your time and attention. 
It is with Reading, my young friends, as with 
Company; nothing more obnoxious than bad, no- 
thing more advantageous than good: And as in 
the caſe of Company we adviſed you to avoid the 
contagion of evil, by ſeeking as much as poſſible 
the happy protection of good; ſo, with reſpect to 
Reading (which we have heretofore ſo largely re- 
commended, and which affords ſo fine a fund of 
pleaſure and profit) let it be your ſtudy to lay out 
your leifure hours in ſuch as-is uſeful and inſtrue- 
tive, and you will have the leſs propenſity for ſuch 
as 1s trifling and hurtful, _ 

The Englith language abounds with excellent 
writers, not in divinity only, but in every branch 
of uſeful and entertaining ſcience: You will reap, 
from an attention to ſuch authors, not only an in- 
creaſe of Wiſdom, but alſo of Virtue, her fair 
ccmpanion ; and by theſe will be introduced to an 
acquaintance with ſuch Happineſs, as Vice never 
knew, as all the gayeſt ſcenes of Immorality could 
never afford. i 5 root | 

Be aſſured, all your felicity in this life, as well 
28 in the next, depends upon the purity and ſancti- 
tv of your ſouls, Endeavour to preſerve theſe 
moſt ſacred: Keep a guard upon your inmoſt 
thoughts, and ſuffer nothing to enter, or at leaſt 

| . to: 


162 SER M ON VIII. 


to dwell there, which may contaminate their white. 
neſs ; or cauſe that conſcience to reproach you, 
whoſe minuteſt admonitions are moſt ſacredly to be 
regarded; for they are faithful, and if duly heed. 
ed, will undoubtedly preſerve you from evil. And 
in the laſt place, let me obſerve, that if in all your 
reading, as well as in all your actions, you make 
it your conſtant cuſtom, before you enter upon 
them, ſincerely to intreat God's bleſſing, and to 
requeſt that He would proſper what you undertake 
to its proper and defired purpoſe ; then will you 
never open a book, immoral or irreligious; then 
will you never - deliberately do any thing impure 
and defiling ; but, guided by this fingle rule, will 
perſevere unblameable unto the end, ſeeking con- 
ſtantly the glory of God, and in that ſearch finding 
_ eternal ſalvation of. your own ſauls. Which, 
= | 


AxECDOTEs.on the pernicious tendency and ef. 
7 fect of Bad Books. N 


I.) “Words, ſays Mr. Addiſon, are the tran- 
ſcript of tho'e ideas, which are in the mind of 
man: Writing and printing are the tranſeript of 
words. As the Supreme Being has expreſſed, and, 
as it were printed His ideas in the Creation, Men 
expreſs their ideas in Books; which, by this great 
invention of Jatter ages, may laſt as long as the 
ſun and moon, and periſh only in .the general 
wreck of nature. Books are the legacies whicha 
great genius leaves to mankind, and which are de- 
livered down from generation to generation, 28 
preſents to the poſterity of thoſe who are yet un- 
born. Now, if writings are thus durable (conti- 
nues he) and may pals Wa age to age through- 
out the whole courſe of time, how careful ſhould 
an author be of committing any thing to print, 


that may corrupt poſterity, and poiſon the 1 | 
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of men with vice and error? Writers of great ta- 
Tents, who employ their parts in propagating im- 
morality, and ſeaſoning vicious ſentiments with 
wit and humour, are to be looked upon as the 
peſts of ſociety, and the enemies of mankind. 
They leave Books behind them (as it is faid of 
thoſe who die in Diſtempers which breed an ill- 
will towards their own ſpecies) to ſcatter infection, 
and deſtroy their poſterity. They act the counter- 
parts of a Confucius, or a Socra'es ; and feem as 
it were ſent into the world to deprave human na- 
ture, and fink it into the condition of brutality.” 
See Spectator, N 166. 
( 2.) Dr. Young (whoſe moral and poetic pen 
has been ſo well employed in the cauſe of truth 
and virtue) fpeaks with a noble reſentment of this 
proſtitution of genius. 


The flowers of Elcquence, profuſely pour'd 
O'er ſpotted Vice, fill half the letter'd world; 
As if to magic numbers? powerful charm 
"Twas given to make a civit of their ſong 
(Obſcene, and ſweeten ordure to perfume. 

Wit, a true pagan, deifies the brute, 

And lifts our ſwine-enjoyments from the mire : 
Can powers of genius exerciſe their page, 

And conſecrate enormities with ſong ? 


— 


Art, curſed art! wipes cf th? indebted bluſh 
From Nature's cheek, and bronzes every ſhame. 
Man ſmiles in ruin, glories in his guilt, 


And Infamy ftands candidate for praiſe. 
Night Thought 5. 


(3-) The leſt mentioned ſentiment. of this fine 
writer is ſtrikingly confirmed by the following ſto- 
ry of an atheiſtical author. This man, at a t me 
when he lay dangerouſly fick, and had deſired the 

| | aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance of a neighbouring Curate, confeſſed to 
him with great contrition, that nothing ſat more 
heavy at his heart, than the ſenſe of his having ſe- 
duced the age by his writings,. and that their evi] 
influence was likely to continue even after his 
death. The Curate, upon further examination, 
finding the penitent in the utmoſt agonies of deſ- 
pair, and being himſelf a man of learning, told 
him, that he hoped. his caſe was not ſo deſperate 
as he apprehended, ſince he found that he was ſo 
very ſenſible of his fault, and ſo ſincerely repent- 
ed of it. The penitent ſtill urged the evil tenden- 
cy of his book to ſubvert all religion, and the little 
graund.of- hope there could be for one, whoſe 
writings. would continue to do miſchief, when his 
body was laid.in aſhes. The Curate finding no 
other way. to comfort him, told him, that he 
did well in being afflicted for the evil Deſign, with 
which he publiſhed his book, but that he ought to 
be very thankful that there was no danger of its 
doing any hurt: That his cauſe was fo very bad, 
and his arguments ſo weak, that he did not ap- 
prehend any ill Effects from it: In ſhort, that he 
might reſt ſatisfied, his performance could do no 
more miſchief after his death, than it had done 
whilft he was living. To which, he added, for 
his farther ſatisfaction, that he did not believe any, 
beſides the author's particular friends and acquain- 
tance, had ever been at the pains of reading it, or 
that any body, after his death, would ever inquire 
after it.” But (ſee the vanity and inconſiſtency of 
the human mind!) the dying man had ſtill fo 
much the pride and frailty of an author in him, 
as to be cut to the heart with theſe confolations ; 
and without anſwering the good man his confident, 
aſked thoſe about him (with a peeviſhneſs too na- 
tural to a ſick perſon) where they had met with 
one ſo ignorant, and whether they thought Him a 
| Proper 
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SERMON VI 165 
proper perſon to attend one in his condition?“ 
The Curate finding that the author did not expect 
to be dealt with as a real and ſincere penitent, but 
as a penitent of Importance, after a ſhort admo- 
nition withdrew ;- not queſtioning, but he ſhould 
be again ſent for, if the ſickneſs grew deſperate. 
The unhappy author, however, recovered for that 
time, and afterwards lived to write two or three 
other tracts, with the ſame ſpirit, and, very luck- 
ily for mankind, and his own reputation, with the 
ſame acceptance and ſucceſs. | 

(4.) It deſerves our ſerious remark, that as the 
atheiſtical writer Lucretius himſelf, is reported by 
two ancient authors to have run mad, and to have 
killed himfelf ; ſo likewiſe two ingenious gentle- 
men of our own nation, (Mr. Creech and Mr, 
Blount) who did no great ſervice to their generati- 1 
on by turning his works into Engliſh proſe and 1 
verſe, found ſomething ſit ſo heavily upon their 
minds, though they were in no mean outward cir- 
cumſtances, that both of them followed their ad- 
mired author in his diſmal exit; putting an end to 
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their lives with their own hands. The one hang- 1 
ed, and the other piſtol'd himſeif. | = 

(5.) What a bleſſing to mankind, in himſelf 'M 
and in his writings, was the ingenious, humble 7 
and pious Mr. Boyle] what a common peſt to ſo- 1 


ciety was the fallacious, proud and impious Hobbes 
Accordingly we find the former bad adieu to this 
world with the utmoſt ſerenity, honour, and hope.; 2 
while the other went out of it in the dark, wk 
an odium on his name, as well as with terrible ap- 2 
prehenſions of an unknown future. He had been 
an inſtrument of the prince of darkneſs, in poi- 
ſoning many young gentlemen and others with his 
wicked principles, as the late Earl of Rocheſter 
(heretofore mentioned) confeſſed with extreme 
grtef in the hours of affliction, It is remarked 
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by thoſe who critically obſerved the author of 
ce The Leviathan,” that though in a humour of 
bravado, he would /ſpeak very ſtrange and unbe. 
coming things of God, yet, in his ſtudy, in the 
dark, and in his retired thoughts, he trembled be- 
fore him. What could make this ſtrange man 
awake in ſuch terror and amazement, if his candle 
happened to go out in the night? but that he was 
unable to bear the diſmal reflections of his deſolate 
and gloomy mind ; and becauſe he neither knew 
how quite to extinguiſh, nor yet how to bear the 
light of conſcience, that candle of the Lord,” 
within him. Many, alas ! appear like Atheiſts in 
their mirth, in wine and company, who are quite 
of other ſentiments in ſickneſs, and the gloom of 
ſolitude, 3 
(6.) Amongſt the many reaſons why God, be- 
fides a Private and perſonal Judgment to every 
man at death, has reſerved and ordained men to 
another Public and general Trial ;—a trial univer- 
ſal, manifeſt before all, and performed in full view 
of the world, of men and of angels; — amongęſt 


theſe, ſome have very rationally and awfully ſug- 


geſted the following, namely, That the good 
and evil effects of what men have done here be- 
low, by their examples, their inſtructions, their 
books, and the like, may allo come into the ac- 
count: Which. cannot fo conveniently be reckon- 
ed or rewarded whilſt this world continues; be- 
cauſe thoſe effects (of which they laid the founda- 
tions in their lifetime) may be perpetually increal- 
ing, ſolong as there are ſucceſſions of men capa- 
ble of profit or of prejudice by them.” Hence it 
is inferred, that even after death the effects of men's 
good or bad actions may add to their puniſhment, 
or increaſe their reward, according to the good ot 
evil examples they have given; the uſeful, or per- 


nicious volumes, whether in proſe or verſe, which 
they 
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they have written; the foundations they have eſta- 
bliſhed to promote virtue or diſcourage vice; or 
the cuſtoms they have introduced to countenance 
profligacy and diſſolution of manners. Thus 
ſome are of opinion that Saint Paul, for inſtance, 
may be daily receiving addition to his glory and 
happineſs, in proportion to the benefits derived to 
all ages, by his writings and holy life; while diſ- 
ſolute Poets, profane writers, and the other propa- 
gators of vice, have their reckoning inflamed and 
aggravated by all the debauchery, oceaſioned or 
held in countenance by thoſe looſe compoſitions 
they have left behind them. Surely, if there is 
any conſideration capable to awaken reflection and 
touch the heart, this of all others merits the moſt 
ſerious attention! Who would coolly with to hurt 
the ſouls of others? But-who (ſtill more dreadful) 
would deliberately, and for ever, ſtudy to deſtroy 
his own | 2: 

(7.) The oldeſt library of which we have any 
account, was that.eſtabliſhed amongſt the Egyp- 
tians, by their King Oſymandias; and upon the 
front of which was the following memorable in- 
ſcription, rXõHL FATPEON, © Medicine for the 
mind.“ See Diod. Sic. Lib. i. 


(8.) The following is a piece of advice com- 


muvicated by the late Dr. Doddridge, in a letter 
to a young man, formerly his pupil; on the ſub- 
jet of unprofitable reading in his ſphere, who 
was then entering into a merchant's counting- 
| houſe: „Let it, fays he, be your conſtant care, 
that ſtudy may not interfere with devotion, nor 
engroſs that valuable time, which ſhould be con- 
ſecrated to the ſervice of your God. If we are 
abandoned by Him, our genius muſt flag, and all 
our thoughts become languid and confuſed. It 
will bein vain that we ſeek the aſſiſtance of Books ; 
for when Hz ceaſeth to act by them, the moſt 

: ſprightly 
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ſprightly writers will appear dull, the moſt per. 
ſpicuous, obſcure, and the moſt judicious, trifling: 


Whereas, if we maintain a continued regard to 
Him in the conſtant exerciſes of lively devotion, 
we ſhall enjoy his aſſiſtance and bleſſing in our ſtu- 
dies, and then the profiting will quickly appear to 
ourlelves and others. And, (which is ſtill more 
defirable,) when thus we are converſing with God, 
we are preparing for that world of light, where 
our capacities will be gloriouſly improved; where 
we ſhall be ſurrounded with the wiſeft and bef: 


of company, and new ſcenes of knowledge will 


be daily opening to our minds &. Let us be con. 
ſtant and jealous in the ſervice of God, and © we 
ſhall be excellent ſcholars ten thouſand years 
hence ;” while thoſe who have made the greateſt 
improvements in human knowledge, yet have 
lived in negle& of God and religion, are forgot- 
ten upon earth, and conſigned over to the gloom 
of everlaſting darkneſs. Let us remember, that 
every hour which we take from God to give to 
our books, we forfeit ſome degree of future hap- 
pineſs, which might have been the reward of that 


hour, had we ſpent it aright. And, when we 


conſider, that knowledge is a part of the happi- 
neſs of heaven, we ſhall certainly find, that, up- 
on the whole, we loſe a great deal more knowledge 
than we get, by ſuch ſacrilegious eneroachments; 
even though our ſtudies ſhould ſucceed more proſ- 

rouſly than we have reaſon to expect they will.“ 
See his life, by Orton, p. 110. ü 

(9.) The ſame excellent man, amongſt other 
exemplary rules for the direction of his conduc 
while a ſtudent, has the following: Never kt 


* The more our ſpirits are enlarg'd on earth, 
The deeper dravght thall they receiye of herv'n,” 
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me trifle with a book, with which I have no pre- 
ſent concern. In applying myſelf to any book, 
Jet me firſt recolle& what I may learn by it, and 
then beg ſuitable aſſiſtance from God: Thus let 
me endeavour to make all my ſtudies ſubſervient to 
practical religion and miniſterial uſefulneſs.” How 
happy would it have proved for many a reader to 
have carried a rule like this conſtantly in his 
thoughts, as a proper embargo to the peruſal of 
thoſe many volumes, which, ſo far from improv- 
ing, are evidently calculated only to faſcinate and 
poiſon the unguarded mind! | 

(10.) How remarkably careful the ancients 
were of what books they let their children read, 
may be ſeen in that amiable writer, Mr. Rollin, 
vol. 3. p. 77. of his ancient hiſtory. 125. Edition. 
Valerius Maximus, in particular, informs us, that 
the Lacedemonians commanded the books of the 
Poet Archilochus to be removed fron their city, as 
judging the reading of them highly improper'for 
their youth, and ſubxerfive of decency and good 
manners. Thus that wife nation held in little 
eſteem the elegance and wit of his writings ; which, 
however they might refine the imagination, were 
but too likely to hurt the mind, and contaminate 
the principles of their children. 

(11.) On his death-bed, the penitent Earl of 
Rocheſter Was touched with very ſtrong com- 
punction for the various indecencies he had diffuſ- 
ed from his pen; accordingly, we have ſeen in the 
foregoing diſcourſe, how extremely ſolicitous he 
was, if it were poſſible, to ſuppreſs and ſtifle them, 
as ſuited only to ſerve the cauſe of vice and pro- 
faneneſs * He ingenuoully declared, * that that 
abſurd and fooliſh Philoſophy which the world had 
| fo much admired, as propagated by the late Mr. 


* See p. 443. 
| | Hob 
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- © on Oe 
EA ods Aa” 8 A * 
ow 9 —— IEEE ' — * F — * Pn — —— * * 
„ 2 1 i — 8 W . 9 * N r wy 4 3 
\ o 


* 2 
8 4 Sa 22 W 
= p 15 1. 8 4 et 
TL oh ih Roe tr a ES N 


2 , . * oo 1 
S 
Se 


3 
re Pn 


wo" rern. 22 — —— 3 2 1 — 
* 2 . Dan fas 
4 * — e lere . 
. 


See,” 
* Ae a, * Pe TIO) 
- . Renn Cad 
i [are > ante 


1 8 N 
* 
8 
r + . 8 
* « a ws o_ - 7 G 
rr PP ͤ rg. <> Cv 
© » . . * 


Oo Re VII. 


Hobbes and others, had undone him, and ma 
more, of the beſt parts in the nation:“ While his 
ſenſe of the paſt, and his hearty concern for the 
pious education of his children, made him wiſh, 
That his fon might never be a wit; that is (as 
he himſelf explained it) one of thoſe wretched 
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: creatures, who pride themſelves in abuſing God be 

and religion, denying his being, or his provi- an 
-dence ; but rather that he might become an ho- de 

neſt, and a religious man, which alone could ren- m: 

der him the ſupport and bleſſing of his family.“ a ] 

(12.) Above all he was remarkably hearty. in pil 

His endeavours to be ſerviceable to thoſe about eſt 

him. On which head, we cannot paſs by that {tre 

moſt fervent and paſſionate exclamation of his toa ſo 
gentleman of ſome character, who came to viſit ſo 

him in his Jaft illneſfs. O remember, ſaid he, chi 

that you contemn God no more | He is an aveng- her 

bt ing God, and will viſit you for your ſins! will, in ma 
mercy, I hope, touch your conſcience ſooner or tho! 
later, as he has done mine] You and !] have been ima 
friends and ſinners together a great while! there- mo 
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fore I am the more free with you. We have been net 
all miſtaken in our conceits and opinions: Our ſtill 


perſuaſions have been falſe and groundleſs; there- hel 
fore Ged grant you repentance.” And, ſeeing _ 
inc 


the ſame gentleman next day again, he ſaid to 
him, Perhaps you were diſobliged by my plain- "hy 
nels. to you yeſterday : .I:ſpake the words of truth 
and ſoberneſs to you; and (ſtriking his hand upon 
his:breaſt with great emotion) ſaid, I hope Ged 


% 


will touch your heart.“ 
13.) There are perhaps few inſtances in al 


hiſtory that can parallel theſe keen convictions of 
an awakened mind. Dr. Young, in the celebrat- 


ed work above quoted, obſerves, 
46 A death- 
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A death- bed's a detector of the heart; 
Truth is depoſited with man's laſt hour, 
An honeſt hour, and faithful to her truſt: 
Men may live fools, but fools they cannot die.“ 


We need go na. further than the ſtriking caſe 
before us. Here were parts ſo exalted by nature, 
and improved by ſtudy, and yet ſo corrupted and 
debaſed by irreligion and vice, that He who was 
made to be one of the glories of his age, became 
a Proverb; and, if his repentance had not hap- 
pily interpoſed, would have been one of the great- 
eſt Reproaches of it. He well knew the ſmall 
ſtrength of that weak cauſe, whoſe arguments had 
ſo poiſoned his mind : And as at firſt he deſpiſed 
ſo afterwards he abhorred them: He felt the miſ- 
chiefs, and ſaw the madneſs of their plan; and 
hence, though he lived indeed to the ſcandal of 
many, he died as much to the edification of all 
thoſe who ſaw him; and becauſe they were but a 
ſmaller number, he deſired that, through the 
mouths and pens of his reverend friends, Dr, Bur- 
net and Mr, Parſon, even when dead he might 
ſtill ſpeak good inſtruction to all. Thus, though 
he lived in heart, in writing, and in life a heinous 
ſinner, he died with every hopeful ſymptom of a 
lincere and moſt exemplary penitence. 


Men may live fools, but fools they cannot die { 
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On Ridicule. 
PA R * J. 
PRO VE R:B'S xiv. g. 
- Fools make a moth at Sin, 
H Chriſtian religion is, with great force 
1 je propriety, ſtiled a warfare; and Qhrif. 
tians are exhorted, as good Soldiers of Chriſt,” 


continually to- ſtand upon their defence, clothed 
with the whole armour of God, againſt the various 


- attacks of their enemies. Indeed ſo numerous are 


thoſe enemies, and ſo diverſified and ſubtle the 


methods by which the fleſh and the ſpirit, the 


world and the devil, are continually labouring to 
fap the foundation, and overthrow the ſtructure of 


a Chriſtian's virtue, that there is no leſs need of 


the divine Panoply, than of all the caution and at- 


; tention, Which the beſt prudence and wiſdom can 


Solicitous for your welfare, my young hearers, 


1 have pointed out ſome of thoſe perils, which 


will meet you, in your Chriſtian courſe ; ſome of 


. thoſe ſnares, which he in the way, to entangle 


your incautious feet: And particularly, when ſet- 
ting before you the dangers and evils of Bad Com- 


-pany, I touched ſlightly upon a topic, which, 


from its importance, certainly demands a more am- 
ple diſcuſſion “: For RipicurE is not only the 
choiceſt inſtrument of impious folly to deery religi- 


aus truth and virtue; but its effect is frequently 


moſt fatal to that truth and virtue. 


* See Vol. I. p. 134. 9 
Surely, 
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Surely, then, it is well worth our while to in- 
quire into its nature and force; to examine this 
mighty Goliath of the Philiſtines; that we may 
jearn wherein its ſtrength lies, and wherefore it 
ſhould ſtrike ſuch a terror into the armies of the 
Living God. Some indeed, have urged, that 
this is the alone potent ſpell, whereby to prove 
truth of every kind; and they trrumphantly urge, 
« That whatever will not ſtand the teſt of Ridi- 
cule, muſt unqueſtionably be branded with falſe- 
hood and contempt.” We will try the force of 
this poſition, and fee, whether the aſſertion of the 
wiſe King of Iſrael deſerves not an equal acception; -- 

namely, That mockery at ſin, and its conſe- 
quences, 1s-2 proof, not of wiſdom, but of the + 
verieſt folly.” | 1 

Now, in order to treat this ſubjett moſt for 
your improvement, and the better to guard you 
againſt the attacks of this ſtrong weapon of -fools, ; 
We will conſider, 

Fixs r, Who they are that uſe it. 
 S$econDLy, Againſt what, and why, they uſe 

it: And | 
Tumor, Wewill ſhew, what it is they uſe; . 

or, in other words, what is the real force and ge- 
nuine power of Ridicule. 

I. Firſt then we are to conſider, Who they 
are that make uſe of Ridicule;“ ſtrongly charac- 
terized by the ſacred writer before us, under the 
appellation of Fools.“ And if, indeed, they 
were Fools only, in the ſtrict ſenſe of the word, 
who made uſe of it, it eould never be worth while 
to employ a moment's thought upon the ſubject, 
But in the days of the wiſe man a religious reve- - 
rence to God and his laws was held in ſuch high 
and juſt eſteem, that Wiſdom”” was the term 
commonly applied to Religion; and on the other 
hand, Vice and * were ſtigmatized by 

13 | the 
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the contemptible name of FoLLY. So that, in the 
language of revelation (how different from that of 
modern times !) religious mean and wiſe men, are 
one and the ſame * ; and by fools are meant not 
thoſe to whom nature hath - denied an extenſive 
reach of underſtanding ; but thoſe whom. their 
own corrupt wills and inclinations have deprived of 
juſt thinking and acting. By fools, therefore, in 
the text are meant IJ he wicked and jrreligious;” 


men of corrupt principles and practice: Such as 


thoſe marked out by the apoſtle; who, giving 
themſelves up to all kinds of vice and laſciviouſneſs 
think it ſtrange that others run not with them to 
the ſame exceſs of riot, and therefore ſpeak evil of 
them. +. os 


Now it is certainly well worth a ſerious man's 


while to inquire, how far it becomes him tobe in- 


fluenc'd by any thing which men of this character 


can urge or advance, Whatever irrational enthu- 
ſiaſts may ſay , it is an unqueſtionable truth, 
* 'T hat a defire to ſtand fair in the good opinion 
of our fellow-creatures is a principle engrafted in 
our nature; in many reſpects beneficial to ourſelves 
and others.” And though it is equally unqueſti- 
onable, that every hope and deſire hereof, is to be 
given up, if atany time it comes in competition with. 
the favour of God, whom it is a firſt maxim of 
Chriſtian truth, that we are to pleaſe and obey, 
rather than men; yet, ſecond to this important 
maxim, we can never too carefully cultivate the 
eſteem and love of thoſe, with whom we are by 
any means connected in ſociety. 3 

But, if thoſe with whom we ate connected, 
not only break that firſt obligation to God them- 


* See Clark's Sermons, vol. 2. Ser. 7, | 

mocking at Religion. 
. I See Wefley*s firſt journal, 77 
ſelves, 


＋ See 1 Pet. iv. f. and Stillingfleet's Sermon on the Folly of 
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galves, but are deſirous that we ſhould do the ſame; 
if they not only run the greateſt lengths of riot, 
but uſe every method of ſeduction to allure us to 
the like deſtrudive courſe ; we are certainly bound 
not only to give up the deſire of pleaſing, but to 
oppoſe ourſelves as much as may be, to their vi- 
cious examples and arguments. For no man can 
have any claim to our eſteem, much. leſs can he 
merit our imitation, who, void of thoſe principles 
which lead to preſent and to future happinels, 
would ſhamefully incite us to make ſhipwreck of 
both. There is an attraction in virtue and goodneſs, 
which (ſeparate from all private conſiderations) 
always dra ws to itſelf the mind's eſteem; as is plain- 
ly. proved by the general attachment to thoſe cha- 
racters, in the moſt diſtant ages and remoteſt coun- 
tries, who have made themſelves immortal in the 
memories of men, by their virtuous and upright 
deeds. And this ariſes, not only from the univer- 


al idea of the beauty and lovelineſs of virtue; but 


from the opinion we have, that ſuch virtue is the- 
fruit of a juſt diſcernment, while it is always pro- 
ductive of happy conſequences to thoſe within the 
reach of its extertion. Juſt for the contrary rea- 
ſons, vicious: characters, equally indifferent to 
us as to their good or evil, are eſteem'd odious and: 
abominable hy us: We know them evil; we 
think them weak: We are aſſur'd that their bad- 
gractices u ere injurious and offenſive. 


Now upon the foundation of this reaſoning, and 


theſe feelings of our nature, we may ſurely learn to 
corn and deſpiſe all the mockery and ridicule of 
vicious and irreligious characters amoneſt ourſelves, 
The love and eſteem of ſuch characters can never; 
be deſired; for it would neceſſarily imply a ſimi- 
arity of diſpoſition and manners: And the con- 
tempt or abuſe of ſuch characters can never be im- 
portant, becauſe it is certan they have not, they 
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eannot have any juſt idea or eſtimate of things; 
they cannot have liberal or enlarged minds. 
They cannot have that, which alone can make 
human applauſe of real weight and uſe; they can- 
not have an eſtimation for our religion and our vir- 
tue, or an extended view to that true glory, which 
all the lovers of God are ſeeking for, as the ob- 
ject of their firſt and grand purſuit. 

Eike will ever follow like: And if you are con- 
vinced that a regard to God and his laws, that 
truth, virtue, holineſs, are right and good; the 
infallible teſts. of a ſound. mind, and well inform- 
ed underſtanding ; that, in ſhort, this is the only 
widdom ;— You muſt not be at all ſurprized, that 
they who purſue a plan diametrically oppoſite, will 
charge you with abſurdity and folly ; for fools of 


this ſtamp, are always extremely *© wile in their 


own conceit.” You muſt not wonder, that, in- 
capable through their ignorance, and deficiency in 
true wiſdom, to reaſon and to argue, they ſhoot 
the bolt of folly; and apply to that mockery and 
Ridicule,. which is the grand ſuccedaneum. in litiie 
minds, to the want of true diſcernment and ratio- 
nal. argumentation, 

Nor, in this view, will you ever be moved ; as 


| perfectly ſatisfied, that good ſenſe and right diſ- 


cernment are, and muſt be, the prerogative of 
thoſe minds only, who (puritying themſelves from 
all the groſs and incumbering fogs of impiety and 
vice) fee amidit the brightneſs of all-irradiating, 


divine light, the path in which they ſhould go, 


and the end of the journey at which they ſhould 
aim. The efteem and approbation of men like 
theſe, is juſt as valuable and important ; (a kind 
of foretaſte and anticipation of His eſteem, whole 


judgment is unclouded brightneſs, no leſs than 


crowning happineſs) their eſteem is juſt as valua- 


ple, as the fcorn and ridicule of the vicious and 
profane 
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profane is deſpiſcable, and every way unworthy a a ol 
wiſe man's thought and attention. „ 
II. But we ſhall ſee this more fully, by conſi- 1 
dering, in the Second place, What it 1s, that „ 
men of this character ridicule. | Well 
The facred writer before us calls it by the general . 
name of Sin: By which we may well underſtand EE 
Vice in general, with all its cireumſtances: 1 
As if the wiſe man had ſaid, Fooliſh and impi- 1 
ous men treat of vice, with all its odious and de- 1 
ſtructive conſequences, in a light and mocking 
manner; ridiculing every thing ſerious and ſacred, . EW 
and ſpeaking of their vicious and abominavle ways - 4.442 
with levity and laughter.” And experience does l 
but too much confirm the truth of the obſervation. l 
Go out into the world, and you will find this the „ 
preciſe and diſtin character of the profane and ir- 160: Bb 
religious, They ridicule. things the moſt ſacred ; 133 
they treat with levity things the moſt ſerious.- A .. Wh 
religious man becomes the object of their ſport HFS 
and mockery ; not becauſe they have entered into 1 
the nature of his principles, or can prove them 
weak, erroneous and deluſive; but becauſe thoſe | 
principles are in immediate contradiction to their | * 
own, and throw a living and irreſiſtible reproach }. Wl $1 3h 
on their minds .and. their manners, - Hence they RBI 
dare to call a conſcientious fear and regard to the - 
deity, by the name of Cowardice and puſillanimity; „ 
a ſtrict and neceſſary attention to the great poſitive e 
duties of religion, they are bold enough, in their 1 
mad mockery, to brand with the hateful name of $2: of 
Hypocriſy : While. an attachment to the moral 1 
duties, and a ſtudious care to avoid all impropriety, f 
indecency, and exceſs; is ſtigmatized with the 1 
ſcornful terms of Morſoeneſs, ſeverity, and unſo- 3 
Ciableneſs : ——Reproaches theſe, which are of all 1 
others felt moſt ſharply by the human. mind. And HM 
irom hence it is, perhaps, (amongſt other reaſons) . N 
5 | that. 1 
f 


F 
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that the force of Ridicule is found to be ſo ſtrong ; 
inſomuch that the human mind, in various in- 
ſtances, | better ſupports perſecution and puniſh- 
ment, and all the pains and torments of the body, 
than the pointed ſhafts of keen and well directed 
Ridicule . Coward, Hypocrite, Unſociable, are 
terms, reflecting upon that part of our character 
which we hold moſt dear, and from which we ex- 
pect the higheit eſteem amongſt our fellow crea- 
tures, and the trueſt ſatisfaction to ourſelves; and 


therefore, to beecme, by the brand of theſe dif. 


guſting appellations, objects for the flow and moy- 
ing finger of contempt, is. frequently more than 
minds not endued with the greateſt Chriſtian forti- 
- tude, can. ſupport. But, as we have ſhewn that the 


objects who throw this Ridicu'e, are on every ae- 


count beneath our regard, and can never move a 
a refleCting man; let us a little develepe the charges 
here brought, and ſee whether they are more de- 
ſerving that regard. 

(I.) Lou ate called“ A coward,” becauſe you 
fear God. Now, this. is ſo: far from being a true 
charge, that the only man of true courage is he 
who does fear God. For courage is. not the bare. 
inſenſibility of danger, or the brutal effort of. fe- 
rocity and inconſideration. Were this the cale, li- 
ons and tigers would deprive the leſs furious animal 
man of all applauſe from this virtue. Frue cou- 
courage is the calm and ſettled reſolution of a 
virtuous mind ; wiſe to foreſee, cautious to pre- 
vent, firm to encounter dangers, and ready in al: 
events, ta acknowledge and, fubmit to him, who 
is the Lord God Almighty :” Who, with one vo- 
lition can cruſh into atoms, the whole ſyſtem of 
created nature, and before wham worlds are but 
as the fly that wantons in the ſummer's beam. 


* Perſecution and Hatred have Pity annexed to them: None 
is annexed to Ridicule and Contempt. 


And 
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And can it be Courage, with blind and brutal 
madneſs to oppoſe ourſelves to a God thus irreſiſt- 
| ible in power and glory? Can it be courage by the 
moſt atrocious violation of his laws, to dare his 
juſtice, and arm his terrible vengeance againſt us! 
Can it be courage, to oppoſe our feeble. ſtrength 
to his thundering right hand, or to make Him our 
implacable Foe, who would exert his ſovereign 
majeſty, to clothe us as his Friends, with righte=- 
ouſne's and honour ? —— Yet, this is the courage, 
which the hardy veterans of impiety-boaſt,,, O my 
young friends ! Let them triumph in ſuch dating 
deeds of dectruction: May it be yours, for ever to- 
be cowards. in ſuch a cauſe] Bold, and. undaunted. 
as lions in the. cauſe of. truth and of virtue (the 
ſhield of Omnipotence ſtretch'd over your heads; } 
may you ſhrink with the moſt trembling. timidity. 
from the perpetra:ion of all thoſe actions, Which 
diſgrace the man, and dare his maxer | may you. 


like the virtuous Patriarch of old, never be afraid. 


to throw. it in the face of Vice it ſelf, *+ How can. 
L.do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God 1“ 
Fear is well defined by. the preacher, «A be- 
traying of the ſuccours, which reaſon . offereth:“ 
And it ſo, there can be no ſuch cowards as thoſe, . 
who, in contempt of the ſuccours which true rea- 
ſon ſupplies, ruſh headlong to the performance of 
deeds, . whoſe.ſure end. is deſtruction. There can: 
be no men ſo truly courageous as thoſe, who fear 


only where. reaſon withholds her ſuccours ; , and? 


who never fear where that reaſon gives the com- 

manding word, ** Be bold, and fear God!“ ; 
(2.; But the vicious attach religious men, not 

of cowardice only, but of Hypocriſy ;“ a hea- 


vy charge, it muſt be allowed. ! were it urg'd. withs 


truth, and could it be proved with certainty : For, 
?$ No vice is more juſtly odious both to Ged and 


man, than hypocriſy-; ſo. they, who truly incu; 
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ef the vicious only, but of the virtuous alſo ; nay, 
of virtue and religion itſelf, upon whoſe cauſe, in 
genera}, they bring a reproach and ſeandal. How. 


ever, it ſhould be obſerved, that while ſerious and 


pious perſons are ever liable to this imputation, 
and are marked with this title by the vicious and 
profane, there 1s, and there ever will be, an eter- 
nal and immutable difference between real and diſ- 
fombled piety : And though they may and muſt 
agree in many particulars, yet the parting point 
between them is no leſs clear and determined, than 
ie is, for the moſt part, the object of no human 
difcernment. The truth and fincerity of a man's 
religion and virtue, is to be eſtimated by the prin- 
oiple which actuates his mind; by the uprightneſs 
and integrity of his intention ; of which the great 
Judge of hearts only can be the adequate witneſs: 
And therefore, where appearances, in any man's 
conduct, are on the tide of virtue, it betrays not 
enly the greateſt want of charity, but the height 
of impiety, to arreſt the judgment of God, and 
tit in ſevere trial upon that Intention, of which 
the great God alone can determine. Tis true, 
there is a conſiſtency in undiſſembled piety and re- 
ligion, which will ſhew itſelf in the general tenour 
ot a man's life and conduct: But, ſo frail is hu- 
man nature, ſo many are the infirmities of the 
beſt of men, ſo mix'd are human characters; and, 
in conſequence, of ſo doubtful a fort are many 
actions ; that'to a perverſe and malignant temper 
(ever diſpoſed to ſee things in the worſt light) inſi- 
nuations and reflections, with a ſeemly appear- 
ance *, may be thrown out, to aſperſe even the 
"waithieſt men. Againſt theſe there is no poſſibi- 


* þ Juſt hint a fault, and heſitate diſlike, &c, See the 
character of Atticus, in Pope's Epiſtles, : 1 
ity 


the cenſure of it, merit the utmoſt contempt, not 
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lity of guarding ; and conſequently they require 
no other notice, than to make us ſtill more heed- 
ful to preſerve the uniformity of our conduct. 
But, for the general reproaches which the vicious 
and the giddy caſt upon you, my young friends 
as hypocrites and diſſemblers, becauſe you are con · 
ſcientious obſervers of the great duties injoined by 
your religion; becauſe you dare not profane the 
ſabbath, or neglect your attendance at the holy ta- 
ble; becauſe you are not aſhamed to read your bi- 
bles, nor dare to begin or end the day with a ſo- 
jemn devotion of yourſelves to the God of your life; 
For ſuch general reproaches, caſt upon you for 
theſe and the like reafons, — ſatisfied of the proprie- 
ty, the indiſpenſable neceſſity of theſe things, you 
will never be moved; you will never be fhaken 
from your ſtedfaſtneſs ; nor ſuffer a loud laugh 
or a ridiculous jeſt to break off the regular and 
unwearied practice of duties, whoſe infallible 
iſſue is the approbation of conſcience and of God. 

On the contrary, ſtimulated by ſarcaſms of this 
kind, to a more diligent inveſtigation of your 
principles and practice; you will labour, un- 
der God's grace, to amend whatever may but 
ſeem deficient in your behaviour; to improve in 
every good word and work; and with the moſt 
minute attention to preſerve, as much as poſſible, 
a conſiſtency of life and manners: That fo enemies 
may have nothing juſtly to reviſe; and that you, 
from theſe trials of cruel mocking.” may be- 
come more firm and rooted, like the oak, which 
ſtrikes deeper, the more it is ſhaken by winds and 
ſtorms. | | 

(3.) But if neither the charges of Cowardice or 
Hypocriſy can affect you, alas, my young friends, 
how I tremble for the third ! more powerful than 


each, and more to be dreaded than them both. 
The 
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The ſcoffers will hold you forth, with all the levi- 
ty of ridiculous merriment, as a dull, moroſe, 


«. Unſcciable wretch ;!* fit only for the gloom of a 


Convent; or, as they will tell you, the mad ſo- 


oiety of your brethren. of the "Tabernacle! I feel 


the unpleaſing effect which a charge like this will 
have upon an ingenuous mind, ditpoſed to receive 
and to communicate fatisfa&ion ; fond. of, per- 
haps, and deſirous to ſhare that high and rational 
enjoyment, the intercommunity of. pleaſing and 


agreeable ſociety. But, high and rational as is 


that enjoyment, agreeable as are. the. pleaſures of 


that ſociety, they may. be, bought too dear ; and. 
therefore, it much concerns you, to eſtimate in 


this caſe the gain and the loſs. If. you converſe 
with the vicious, you muſt converſe with them 
upon their own terms: Be aſſur'd, the notion of. 
their complying with your's, is romantic and ab- 
ſurd. And if you retain your principles of. piety, 
and virtue, they will never reſt themſelves, nor let 
you reſt ; till, having plied the. whole battery of 
Ridicule, they have level'd to the ground all that. 
fair ſtructure of. innocence and truth, which ten- 
der parents and good education have erected: with. 
ſo much ſolicitude and care 

„What then,” (you. will aſk me) “ is to be 
done in this caſe : Alt is an obſervation not ground- 
ed on cenſure, but alas! on too general and palpa- 


ble obſervation, that irreligion and impiety prevail. 


over goodneſs and virtue in the world.; that if we 
live in it, we muſt converſe with perſons of the for- 
mer character: How then ſhall we act? How: 
ſhall a young man ſo direct his ways, as to pre- 
ſerve at once his virtue, and, what ſeems ſo eſſen- 
tially neceſſary to his comfort and well-being in 


fe, —the love and eſteem of mankind?ꝰ 


There are two or three things indiſpenſably re- 
quiſite to theſe important ends, I would particu- 


larly 
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larly recommend; great Prudence, great ;: irmneſs, 
winning and condeſcending Mildneſs; and eſpeci- 
ally an attachment to the. Company of the virtuous. 
and the good. On this laſt head, I ſha] ſay the. 
leſs, as having treated of it in a foregoing Sermon :. 
cannot however help juſt abſerving, that though. 
the world, tis true, be bad and depraved enough, 
there are, thank God numbers yet remaining, 
who have a juſt ſenſe of themſelves and their duty. 
Perſons of this character, in a: due. confideraticn.. 
of their common_enemies,. and common intereſt, 
ihould aſſociate together; And if you, my yeurng 
hearers, ſenſible of a virtuous and religious courle,, 
would endeavour to ſtrengthen each other, and to. 
unite in friendſhips upon the. focting of religion, 
you would find the joys of ſuch friend ſhips equalled 
ry nothing but the utility of them. You would 
find that as iron ſharpeneth iron, ſoa man ſhar- 
peneth the countenance of his friend.” You 
would find ſuch friendſhips the delight of your pri- 
vate hours, the ſupport and ſolace of your publics 
labours: You wculd find them (next to the reli- 
gion you profeſs) the moſt ſubſtantial barrier againſt 
the Ridicule of tools. For moſt true is that de- 
ciaration of David, that our lives and manners are 
ever tinctured by thoſe with whom. we converſe :. 
* With the holy, thou ſhalt be holy; with a 
perfect man, thou ſhalt be perfect: With the 
clean, thou thalt be clean, and with. the froward, 
mou thalt learn frowardneſs *.“ 

However to eſcape the contagion of the froward, 
much prudence and caution will be neceſſary. The 8 
religion of Chriſt is unqueſtionably a ſocial religi- 1 
on; deſigned for the world, and calling forth its e 
profeſſors to the exertion of all moral and relative 
duties: You muſtꝭ not therefore think that any 


* Pfal. xviii. 25, 26. 


thing 
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thing can exemft you from the diſcharge of theſe; 


or that religious duties are of ſuch obligation, as 
to allow or countenance a neglect of them. Gop, 
in his great goodneſs, hath fo conſtituted our na- 
ture and our duty, that religion and morality are 
interwoven together in ſuch a manner, as to be 
perfectly indiſſoluble, and as ſuch, we may be 
ſure perfectly conſiſtent. Here, then, will be a 
great exerciſe for your prudence, to demonſtrate 
that you thus confider them'; never ſuffering them 
ſo to interfere, as to claſh with each other; but, 
with the utmoſt circumſpection, ſo honouring 


God, as to ſhew that you love and honour your 


fellow-creatures, and ſo loving your fellow-crea- 


tures, as to ſhew that the great principle of that 


affection is the knowledge, that we. all. have one 
God and father, one Saviour, and one hope. 
But, while you walk with this Prudence and 
eircumſpection, you muſt take eſpecial heed, that 
it deviate not into worldly compliance and cunning, 
Wiſe to diſcern what is beſt, and willing to com- 
ply, far as conſcencience will permit; you muſt at 
the ſame time maintain the utmoſt Firmneſs, and 
the moſt unſhaken attachment to thoſe religious 


and virtuous principles, which you have imbibed, 


and made, upon good reafon, the ſtandard of your 
conduct. Theſe are never to be given up, let 
what will befall you: They are the very anchor of 
your hope, and if once you let that anchor ſlip, your 
veſſel will drive at the mercy of all the oppoſing 
winds and waves, and moſt probably ere long be 
engulph'd in the quick-ſands of irreligion and fol- 
ly, or ſplit on the rocks of vice. 

Be firm, therefore, and ſtedfaſt to the truth; 
and to break (if I may ſo fay) in ſome meaſure the 
ſeverity of this unrelenting principle, ſhew in every 
other branch of your. behaviour, an engaging 


Mild- 
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Mildneſs and condeſcenſion. Chriſtian humility, 
while it will never ſuffer you to grovel and be ab- 
ject, will lead you to the trueſt politeneſs of be- 
haviour; inſtructing you to become, far as may be, 
all things to all men; while Chriſtian love, that 
other great principle of a pleaſing conduct, will in- 
cite you to a zealous, active readineſs in the ſervice 
of your fellow-creatures ; and both will tend to in- 
troduce fuch kind of manners, as, if there be any 
juſtice in men, will conciliate their favour and 
eſteem; — certainly will conciliate the favour and 
eſteem of the reflecting part of mankind, and make 
fools and knaves themſelves (whatever they may 
fay) reverence you in their inmoſt minds; and by 
approving Your conduct, condemn their own ſim- 
ple and pernicious ways, However, it matters 
little whether they ſhall approve or condemn : 

Thus ſecure of the applauſe of God, and of your 
own conſcience, and happily perſevering in ſo pru- 
dent, firm, and engaging a conduct, you will aſ- 
ſuredly find the end to be the perfe& peace of that 
conſcience, and tne nigh fewarg vt ĩiat God, vn 
hath pleaſure in the proſperity of his ſervants. _ 

Thus I have ſhewn you, Who they are that 
Ridicule, namely Fools, men of profane and 
vicious principles; and What it is they ridicule, . 
namely, every thing ſerious and facred. I ſhould 
now proceed to the third head ; and confider the 
force of Ridicule itſelf ; But this. muſt be omitted 
to the next Sermon. 


S ER 


ter here; but will proceed, in the Third place,. 
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SERMON IX. 
on Ridicule. 
PART III. 

PROVERBS xiv. 9. 


Fools make a math at Sin. 


TIECAUSE Ridicule is found to be ſo frequent 


amongſt: the vicious and profane, and be- 


caule its influence is often moſt fatal to young and 


unexperienc'd minds; I have determined. to exa- 
mine the real ſtate of the argument, and to ſſiew 
*© what Force this boaſted engine of the light and 
irreligious ought to have upon the mind.” To 
this end, F propoſed Firit to conſider the character 
of thoſe who uſe it, —ſtrongly expreſſed by the wiſe 
King in the text, under the appellation of Fools ; 
that is, Men devoid of religious wiſdom ;” 
Fools in principle and practice; profane and vi- 
cious. Theſe men (as one would expect) make 
religion, and its profeſſors, the object of their Ri- 
dicule; which was the Second thing intended to 
be ſhewn, and ſhewn at large in the laſt diſcourts, 


Fheſe two conſiderations, of the Men, who make 


uſe of Ridicule, and of. the important Object whiclr 
they ridicule, one would think ſhould be intirely 


fufficient to ſtrengthen us againſt all the artillery f 


their light and abſurd. mockery; for ſurely, in 
every argument, and in every inveſtigation, the 
character of the opponent, and the cauſes of his. 
oppoſition, ought to have no inconſiderable weight. 

III. However, we do not intend to reſt the mat- 


ko 
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to take a nearer view. of the topic in queſtion ; that 
we may diſcover ©*© what is the real force, and ge” 
nuine power of Ridicule; and conſequently, what 
is the weight which. it ought to have, in any queſ- 
tion of importance.“ 2 | 
Now, with reſpect to Ridiculs, it has been. 
urged, That it is the alone teſt of truth: I hat 
whatever will not bear its poignant and ſearching 
trial, muſt of neceſſity give up all claim to our re- 
ard, and ought to be treated as. falſe and con- 


temptible.” But J apprehend, this is ſo far from 


being the real ſtate of the caſe, that it may be pro- 
nounc'd with. the cleareſt certainty, that Ridicule 
never is, never can be the teſt of. truth; that on 
the contrary, it is commonly the ſtrongeſt inſtru- 
ment of. ignorance and error; and may indeed be 
applied on either fide of the queſtion, according to- 
the dexterous management of. him who ſhall thine 
fit to uſe it. | 

(.) RipicuLE, inthe firſt place, can never 
be the teſt of truth.” There are but three ways, 


by which.we attain the knowledge of truth of any. 


kind: The firſt, the teſtimony of our ſenſes ; the 
ſecond, demonſtration ;. the third, hiſtorical evi- 


dence. Now, it is palpable that Ridicule can in 


no ſingle reſpect affect truth, acquired Hy ah of: 
theſe means: We can never be laughed od ot: 
what we have ſeen. and heard qurſelves; all the 
Ridicule in the world will be pointed in vain, toy 


perſuade us, that we did not ſee what our own eyes 


beheld, or did not hear what our own ears brought: 
to our attention, With reſpe& to Demonſtrati- 
on, the force of Ridicule is no leſs inefficacious : 
Another and a far different power of the human. 
mind here alone can give us fatisfaction. It is by. 
the low and ſerious operations of reaſon only, that. 
we compare, connect, deduce, and take all thoſe 
eps, which lead to a complete ſatisfaction of the 
ES Fo judgment. 
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judgment. Nay, ſo far is Ridiculè from having 
any concern in the buſineſs of demonſtration, that 
demonſtration is utterly averſe to the intruſion of 
this light and airy. gueſt; ſerious and collected as 
it is, and depending upon the calm, impartial, un- 
interrupted exertion of the. reaſoning faculties, 
HisTorICAL truth alſo, utterly diſclaims all 
connection with, all aſſiſtance from Ridicule. The 
methods which it purſues are of a very different 
kind; the arguments by which it eſtabliſheth its 
teſtimony, are plain facts, proved and confirmed 
by plain REAsox, which in this caſe, as in every 
other, is the only judge and arbiter of truth amongſt 
men. It is evident that we can arrive at truth by 
no other methods than theſe ; and I have employ- 
ed, I fear, more words than are neceſſary, to ſhew, 
that Ridicule is perfectly inſignificant, with reſpect 
to truth, attained either by ſenſe, demonſtration. 
or teſtimony. Indeed, as Ridicule is founded up- 
on. preconceived opinion, or prejudice, upon truth 
real or ſuppoſed ; it is not poſlible, that it can ei- 
ther be the invoragaror, Ox the teſt of truin. Foig. 
i 1s made uſe of only by Men, who, having alrea- 


dy formed their own notions, labour, in conſe» 


quence of ſuch notions, to throw contempt upon 

thoſe of others, as diſagreeing with, and different 

from their own. Ridicule, therefore, in this 
view, has not, cannot have the leaſt concern with 
the diſcovery or the trial of truth. 

It may be ſaid, however, that its force is ſeen 
and tried in the caſe of moral conduc; or, in re- 
gard to the truth and propriety of human actions: 
But this, again, is a poſition no leſs falſe than the 
former. Our moral conduct muſt be regulated b) 


a very different rule; the truth and propriety of 


our actions muſt be tried by a very different teſt. 

Indeed, were · there no rule of action more ſeitled 

than the laughter of mankind, no teſt of proprie- 
tf 
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ty-more determined than the Ridicule of others, 
it would be extremely difficult to fix any ſtandard 
for acting at all, ſince that would be very grave 
and commendable conduct at Japan, which would 
raiſe continual ſmiles in Turkey, or in France. 
The truth is, that Ridicule:has in this caſe alſo.no 
kind of concern. Common and indifferent acti- 
ons, are to be regulated by the cuſtoms of the 
country, in which we live ; political ones by the 
laws of our ſociety; moral and relative duties by 
the general and eftabliſhed rules of morality, where 
there is no revelation; and where there is, that 
revelation unqueſtionably ſuperſedes every -other 
rule, and is to be, with-every believer of that re- 
velation, the ſingle and ſole rule and teſt of his 
life and manners. If therefore Ridicule at any 
time preſumes to lay her unequal level to thoſe 
matters, we may diſclaim the rule, as inadequate 
to the trial, and with juſtice appeal to the law, and 
to the teſtimony : And if our manners, ſquared by 
theſe, are found right and even, we may, with a 
juſt ſcorn, neglect every other pretence to exami- 
nation. 1 4 

(2.) Hence then we ſee, That Ridicule can 
be no proper teſt of truth, or propriety in man- 
ners, as we before ſaw, that it could be no teſt of 
the truth of fact. We may venture to aſſert fur 
ther, „That it is the greateſt inſtrument of ig- 
norance and error. Conſider from whence it 
ſprings, and ſee how unlikely it is to promote con- 
viction in the mind. Its evident and undeniable 
ſource, is contempt : Men never uſe, Ridicule upon 
topicks or againſt perſons, which they value and 
eſteem. Thoſe who: deal in it, having an utter 
contempt for that againſt which they employ it.; 
and ſuperciliouſly ſuppoſing their own knowledge 
more enlighten'd and enlarged, therefore attack 
their opponents with this weapon, -which ſoothes 


90 -SERMON-IX, 


their vanity, at the ſame time that it ſcreens theit | 


ignorance. For certainly, a light fally of ridicu- 
lous mirth, a pointed repartee, or a little wild, un- 
expenſive wit, is much more eafy than a well-con- 
nected chain of good argumentation, of right and 
ſerious reaſoning. And hence it is, that the deal- 
ers in this ſmall ware, are, for the moſt part, what 
Solomon characteriſes, Fools; men of little 
minds, and little thought ; who, purſumg ſchemes 
far different from thoſe which truth and reaſon re- 
commend, have neither defire or leiſure to culti- 
vate and improve the powers of an enlarged un- 
derſtanding ; and being thus of contracted minds, 
abound in the uſe of Ridicule: For it is an apho- 
riſm of eftablifſh'd authority, that the moſt igno- 
rant are always the moſt contemptuous. 

And as the purſuits of men of this character 
are in every view prejudicial to the enlargement of 
the mind; ſo does that Ridicule, in the uſe of 
which they are ſo free, well affort with their pur- 
ſuits to prejudice ſuch enlargement. For nothing 


more incapacitates the mind for right and ſerious 


inquiry, than the indulgence of it in vain and 
trifling levity ; than the accuſtoming it, in degra- 
dation of its higheft prerogative Reaſon, to ſub- 
ftitute in the ſtead of that Reaſon, frothy laugh- 
ter, and inconſiderate jeſting. Indeed, it is an ob- 
ſervation no leſs true than common, that not to 
the improvement of the intellect only, but to all 
mental and moral improvement, the ſtrongeſt poſ- 
ſible impediments are levity and inconſideration. 
Thus Ridicule is not only the inſtrument but 
the ſource of Ignorance ; and, as proceeding from 
Contempt, ill adapted indeed to convince and per- 
ſuade men of the truth: For we ſhall be but little 
inclin'd to embrace their opinions, who ſhew a 
ſovereign contempt for ours, and who give an 


edge to that contempt, by the raillery W 
they 
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they treat-us. - Such a mode of proceeding, it muft 
be acknowledged, is much more likely to inſpire 
mutual hatred than mutual charity; and conſe- 
quently, though it may tend to render us ridicu- 
lous in the ſight of thoſe with whom we converſe, 
and ſufficiently uneaſy and diſſatisfied; yet, it can 
never tend to.pour rational conviction into the re- 
fecting mind. = 
Hence then, I think we may clearly ſee, what is 
the true power of RIDICULE: It is not, it never 
can be the teſt of truth of any kind: It may be, 
and frequently is, the ſource and inſtrument of er- 
ror, Ignorance, and mutual hatred. On theſe 
accounts, it is certainly dangerous, obnoxious, 
and deſpicable, and therefore, by wiſe men, will 
be uſed very ſparingly : For, while thoſe above 
ſuggeſted are its evil effects, the only good uſe 
which can be made of it, is to expoſe known and 
allowed follies ; to laugh at affectations, which are 
too light to admit ſerious reproof; and now and 
then to caſt a contempt upon thoſe vices, which 
faſhion hath in ſome meaſure placed beyond the 
reach * of ſober and deliberate conviction. 
However, certain it is, that Ridicule is much 
more ſubſervient to the cauſe of falſehood, than of 
truth + ; Truth, ſufficiently illuminated by her 
own glory, wants not the feeble light of this glim- 
mering taper.: Falfehood, ſtanding in need of all 
aſhſtance to ſupport her cauſe, is glad to call in the 
ſuccour of every ally; and therefore readily enliſts 
Ridicule, with her light and irregular troops, te 


* See Brown's excellent Eſſays on the Characteriſtics, p. 106. 
and the Anecdotes, p. 204. . | 

F It is very fairly ard juſtly obſerved by Quintilian, that“ Ri- 
elcule is of great force in oratory, becaule it draws off the mind 
from attending to the real nature of things: Quia animum ab 
gy rerum frequenter avetit.—-See Pope's Eſſay on Criti- 
iſm, 


ſcour 
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ſeour the enemy, and, like the Parthians, to throw 
their flying arrows at random amongſt them. 
Hence it is, that there hath been ſcarce any truth 
ſo ſacred or any man ſo good, as to eſcape the 
ſhafts of Ridicule. Even that immortal Socrates, 
whom ſome modern friends of Ridicule are ſo de- 
ſirous to exalt, could not avoid its envenomꝭd ma- 
lice; but, levelled and traduc'd by the impure wit 
of a licentious ſcoffer, he gave a ſtrong proof in- 


deed what a teſt of truth this ſame Ridicule is, 


when he drank the cup of poiſon in conſequence 
of its power “. | 

A much greater than Socrates, prov'd by every 
mode of affliction, did not eſcape the contemp- 
tuous trial of Ridicule. Clothed.in mock purple, 
blindfolded, fpit upon, -He heard from the con- 


temptuous ſcoffers, Propheſy, thou Chriſt, 


who is he that ſmore thee ?” Nay, and in a mo- 


ment, when one would have thought . the keeneſt | 


malice muſt have been ſatiated, and the proudeſt 


contempt ſoften'd into pity ; in that dreadful mo- 
ment, when He, who had lived. diſpenſing bleſſ- | 


ings, hung tormented on the croſs ; even then, 


inſulting Ridicule muſt have its triumph: * They 


that paſſed by reviled . him, .wagging their heads; 
while the chief-prieſts, . with the ſcribes and elders, 


-mocking him ſaid, He ſaved others, himſelf he 
cannot fave !'—Is not this a recommendation of 
| Ridicule to your practice? Is not this an high 


proof of its power and excellence? Were there 
no other argument to urge againſt it, it would 
ſurely be ſufficient to make every man cautious in 


tlie uſe of it, when he reflects, that its parent is 
contempt; and that its genuine offspring is hatred, 
cruelty and murder. For thoſe who accuſtom 
themſelves to that Ridicule, which proceeds from 


.* See, the. Anecdotes, p. 203. 
à con- 


2 contempt of others, will unqueſtionably ſo gra- 
dually feed the ſelfiſh, and deltroy the ſocial af- 
fections, as to make the mind callous to the lat- 
ter, while the former predominate, to the utter 
ſubverſion of all that is gentle and generous in 
the ſoul. = | 

It would be eaſy to go on, and ſhew, by a large 
detail, how commonly this inſtrument of vice and 
 irreligion hath been employed to promote their 
cauſe. The followers of Chriſt, ordained in all 
things to be like their maſter, have felt the ſeveri- 
ty of it; they have had trials of cruel mockings, 
no leſs than of ſcourgings, of bonds and impriſon- 
ment. Many a brave martyr has offer'd up 
his prayers to heaven, that he might be releaſed 
by death from the contempt of his enemies ; and, 
after being baited in the bear-{kin, found a refuge 
in the fagot, or the pitch-barrel.” The trial in- 
deed, hath ſo far turned out for the. advantage of 
Chriſtianity, that it (till retains its credit, and con- 
ſequently the friends of Ridicule, if they are ſtea- 
dy to their own principles, muſt acknowledge it's 
truth and divine authority: At leaſt it muſt be al- 
low'd fair, thus to turn their own arguments up- 
on them. We lay however no ſtreſs upon this 
reaſoning ; aſſurꝭd that Chriſtianity hath far better, 
and very different ſupport. 8 8 


But there are good reaſons, why ſome profeſſed | 


unbelievers may chooſe to try our religion in this 
way : For while there is nothing more difficult, 
than to purſue with impartial unremitting attenti- 
on, the inveſtigation of truth, and the deduQions 
of deep and thoughtful reaſon ; there is nothing 
more eaſy than by light Jeſts, and ridiculous Turns 
to diſcountenance that inveſtigation ; to render the 
mind averſe to it, and to induce a trifling and in- 
conſiderate diſpoſition. It is on theſe accounts 
that the enemies of revelation chooſe to proceed in 

You: T, K | this 
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this way, — a kind of flying huſſars in the field of 
truth, rather than to determine concerning that 
truth by fair reaſoning and juſt argument. Theſe 
require knowledge and attention; for the former, 
nothing is neceflary, but a ſmall ſhare of wit, with 
a large proportion of ignorance and preſumption : 
Commodities, in which HE * is found to deal ve 
largely, who has with an impiety unparallePd in 
any times, .dared like the ſoldiers, the prieſts and 
ſcribes amongſt the Jews, to inſult with his mad 


mockery. the crucified Saviour, and almoſt every | 

article of his holy faith; though he himſelf well 1 

knows, that all thoſe articles which he fo inſult- 

ingly reviſes, have been again and again irrefraga- } 

bly defended and ſupported ; and, that, however f 

with their bleſſed maſter they may be ſcouted and ſ 

ſcorned, they can never be confuted or :difproy- 0 

ed + ! | * f 

But, enough of ſcoffers like thefe ; unworthy to 3 

be mention'd on any other account, but as they fa 

#200 riſe up in proof of the truth of that important ar- 
734 gument which we would affert, and of the wiſe 57 
94 man's obſervation in the text, that Fools make ar 
= a mock at Sin.“ | ul 
44 From all that has been ſaid, you will eſtimate, 5e 
4 my young friends, what weight this -mockery to 
'H - * ; | 0 
See Voltaire's 4th: Vol. of Miſcellanies, 8 

Þ+ lt is well obſerv'd by a fine writer, That there can be no 

rue wit, which has not reaſon for the foundation, of it: That ri- eq 
diculing what is in itſelf good, uſeful and venerable, fixes a cer- mz 
.tain reproach, upon him. who attempts it, either upon his under- noi 
ſtanding or his morals: That jeſting with things of the higheſt ſelt 

conſequence is felly and madneſs: That 'tis an eaſy matter by Ie 
miſt epreſenting to make any ching appear ridiculous: And con- ons 
ſequkatly, that this talent is as far from being a demonſtration, age 

that the perſon who poſſeſſes it. is a wit, as it is from being an th 
evidence of his good-breeding, that in violation of all the rules e 
of decency, he banters and .treats with ſcurrility the eſtabliſh'd hay 
religion of his country, and that for which all around him have 3 ſcor 
high value.” Foſter's Sermons, Vol. I. p. 1g5. ar el 


ought 
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ought to have with you ; and, whenever it is le- 
velled againſt you, will not fail to conſider the cha- 
racters of the perſons who uſe it; againſt what 
objects, and for what ends they uſe it; and what 
is the real force and genuine.power, of the Ridicule 
which they uſe. | 

(1.) For the firſt ; there ſurely can be no doubt, 
that the approbation of the virtuous and the good, 
will be a ſufficient counterbalance to the Scorn and 
Ridicule of the vicious and profane. We have be- 
fore ſhewn, how little attention or concern men of 
ſuch a ſtamp deſerve from you ; But, inſignificant 
and uſeleſs (to ſay no more) as their notice ma 
be; valuable, important, and delightful is the 
friendſhip-of the good: And you will think the 
ſcoffs and eontempt of thoſe who run every length 
of riot, amply repaid by the delights of that 
friendſhip, no leſs than by the many and ſtriking 
advantages which you will derive by eſcaping the 


fatal-conſequence of that riot. | 
( 2.) For the ſecond ; convinc'd that religion and 


virtue are of indiſpenſible neceſſity to the preſent 
and future happineſs of man ; you will find them, 
under this juſt prepoſieſſion, no way leſſen'd in 
your eſteem by the ſeoffs of thoſe who are ſtrangers 
to them both. Convinc'd that ſuch ſcoſfs, unſup- 
ported by reaſon, tan never make any alteration in 
the-nature of theſe things, you will ſtill remain 
equally attached to them, and to truth, Men 


may be bold, may be abſurd, may be wicked e- 


nough, profanely to mock the great God him- 
ſelf, and all his divine and benevolent diſpenſati- 
ons ; they may ridicule that Virtue, which all 
ages and people have agreed to hold venerable ; 
the beſt men, and the beſt things may be (as they 


have been) the objects of their contemptuous 


ſeorning; But who ſees not that Gad and virtue 
are by no means changed, or in any reſpec depre- 
| 7 Ciateg 
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but too prevalent: Names, however, you will at 
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_ ciated by ſuch a treatment: If they once were, 
they ſtill continue, deſerving your utmoſt venera- 


tion: And when you compare them, but for a 


moment compare the objects of your purſuit, and 
of the reviler's ſcorn, with thoſe objects and thoſe 
urſuits, which they would recommend, —how 
muſt you be ſettled, how firmly muſt you be root- 


ed in the happy.choice you have made! For, how 


-mighty the difference, - not only with reſpe& to 
future life, . but to our preſent well-being, between 
a rational, and ſteady adherence to piety, ſobriety, 


juſtice and benevolence ; and a. wild, Jawleſs ne- 


glect of duty to God, and a deſperate plunge into 


the pxactice of vice] which deſtroys all ſelf-govern- 


ment, all internal peace; which ſhatters the con- 


ſtitution, ruins the circumſtances, and makes the 


.man not more the contempt. of. himſelf, than. of all 
-who know him. | 

Steadfaſt, therefore, in your attachment to re- 
ligion and virtue, you will want (upon a compari- 
fon like this) no motives to perſuade you of the 
wiſdom of your own choice, and of the daring 


folly of ſuch men as are hardy and ſimple enough, 


to treat with Ridicule thoſe things which confeſled- 
ly are, and have always been thought by the wile 
and rational, the beſt, the greateſt ; molt meriting 
our conſtant and higheſt attention, as moſt infalli- 
bly productive of our trueſt Good, 

Nor will vice.loſe any of its horror in your view, 
or ſeem a whit the leſs hateful and deſtructive, 
when thoſe who dare to ridicule their maker, re- 
ligion, virtue and | goodneſs, at the ſame time, 
treat with levity and unconcern thoſe , foul crimes 


and pernicious practices, to whole,deformity they 


have unhappily familiarized themſelves. It is one 
of the ſubtleſt deluſions of vice to cheat its votaries 
by falſe and palliating names; a cuſtom, alas 


all 


D 2 
all times remember, can never alter the nature of 
things; Murder will ſtill be murder; adultery will 
fill be adultery ; ' drunkenneſs will ſtill be drunken-- 
neſs, call them by what titles you may, An# 
though honour and duels; gallantry and pleaſure, 
good fellowſhip and ſociableneſs, may be ſubſtitut- 
ed in the ſtead of juſter appellations, truth and 
conſcience ſubſcribe not to this language; and 
God, the great judge of all, will not admit it: 
in his laſt great court of awful inquiſition. ; 

Suffer not yourſelves, * therefore, my- young 
friends, to be deluded and abuſed by the ſpeeious 
and ſoftening language of the vicious: But re- 
member, that vice, palliated by what-ſoftening ap- 
pellations it may, remains for ever unaltered, and 
the ſame; ever alike odious to God; ever alike 
oppoſite to his holy laws; ever alike contrary to- 
the intereſts and the happineſs of man. 

(3. ) All the Power of the beſt- directed Ridicule 
upon earth, is feeble and innefficacious to divert a- 
mind, thus clearly fatisfied of the eternal difference 
between virtue and vice, from that -ſteady - courſe 
which truth and religion recommend and approve ; 
and a conſciouſneſs of the real Force of Ridiculez. 
(the third thing ſpoken of) its inadequacy to the 
diſcovery or the proof-of truth, will render its at 
tacks leſs formidable; while, with regard to moral 
conduct, under a right knowledge of its equal in- 
adequacy, when appliend-thereto,' you will -boldly 
contemn its impotent aſſaults; and appeal wit 
chearfulneſs to- that ſole teſt of moral behaviour, 
the goſpel of Jefus Chriſt: Tell the ſcorners, my- 
young friends, with undaunted fortitude, that you 
will thankfully-acknowledge the propriety of their 
cenſure, and the juſtice of their mockery, if they 
can point out the inconſiſtency of your actions witty 
the laws of your great Maſter : But with equal for- 
tude tell them, that while your actions are, 

| " "6 through 
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through God's. grace, conſiſtent with thoſe laws, 


you can well bear to have your life accounted mad- 


neſs by men of their character; as perfectly aſſur- 

ed, that your end ſhall not be without honour *. 
Let me however caution you, in this beſt and 

nobleſt of all combats, to avoid with the utmoſt 


care all ſingularity in eonduct and behaviour, 
which may give a plaufible pretence for Ridicule, 
and too juſtly expoſe you to the mockery. of illi - 


beral ſcorners. For though it is moſt: true, that 


religion, virtue and goodneſs are things in. them- 


felves ſo really excellent, and, conſidered in the 
abſtract, ſo univerſally reſpectable, that it is utter. 
ly impoſſible for. Ridicule to fix upon them; yet 
as diſplayed in the human conduct and character 


(which are generally mixed and imperfect) they 
often contract a_ kind of peculiarity, which gives. 


their enemies a fair occaſion, as they think, to 
throw out their unſeemly ſcoffs. And unhappily, 
ſuperſtitious and enthuſiaſtick men, hurried on by 
blind and irrational zeal, have by. their abſurd, 


and in many reſpects pernicious behaviour, given 


but too much ground for the moſt- pointed Ridi- 
cule. | 


Let it therefore be remembered, that if Ridicule 
in theſe reſpects hath any power, it is certainly, 


not over religion and virtue; but over the weak- 


neſſes and follies, the ſingularity and affectation 
of thoſe men, who have not had ſufficient diſcern- 


ment to ſeparate their own abſurdities from the 


cauſe they meant to promote; and upon. which, 


in conſequence, thoſe abſurdities have brought 
Teproach. 1 


Be it your care then, by a diligent adherenee to 


that Prudence, which was heretofore recommend- 
ed, to avoid in your religious conduct more eſpe- 


Ecleſiaſlicus, v. 4. 7 
| | cially, 
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cially, all ſuch abſurdities as may afford juſt mat 
der of mockery to thoſe, who are always no leſs: 
ready than · quiek to remarłk it. Singularity of every 
kind is blameable; and affectation is always the mark 
of a mean and undiſcerning mind: They have no 
concern with the cauſe of truth and virtue; which 
every man may well purſue, in a ſober, prudent, 
and ſerious manner, without affectation, without 
ſingularity, except vice indeed be ſo generally in 
faſhion, as to render ſingularity in virtue almoſt 
unavoidable. LS; | 
There is however one method, by which you 
may point the ſhafts of Ridieule more keenly, than 
by ſingularity or affeQation ; I mean by inconſiſ- 
tency and impropriety of condut. This would be 
giving the adverſary juſt cauſe indeed of triumphing 
over you; and therefore, let me conjure, let me 
earneſtly intreat you, my young friends, —happily 
engaged on the fide of piety and goodneſs, to 
keep an-eſpecial watch over your conduct of every- 
kind, that you may preſerve” the uniformity: and 
regularity of it, and thus defy the ſons of Scorn tꝰ fix 
a real brand of contempt upon you, Truth it is, hi- 
man nature is frail, -and we are all liable to many 
temptations, and many errors; but be net diſcou + 
raged, amidſt this imperfection of your” ſtate and 
nature, if, ſincere and upright in your intentions, - 
you preſerve as carefully as you. can the even and 
lameleſs tenour of your way: Though you can- 
not hope to be free from thoſe many infirmities 
** to which fleſh is heir ;? yet maintaining a ge- 
neral habit of piety, your God will approve, his 
divine Spirit will aſſiſt your well-meant endea- 
vours, and your Saviour will perfect your redemp- 
tion. And while no character, will, or ought: 
more juſtly to meet with the contempt both of 
God and of man, than that of thoſe, who, under 
large pretences to religion and virtue, are found 
| K 4 noto- 


ſiſter. The old gentleman began to be alarmed 
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notoriouſly deficient in both; while Ridicule (if 
it ever can be applied with propriety) can never be 
applied with greater propriety than on inconſiſtent 
and hypocritical profeſſors like theſe ; yet that Ri- 
dicule be aſſured, will nevet reach, can never af. 
fect you, For, ſafe from its ſhafts, and. ſecure 
from all its power, ſhall that man. paſs, who, 
deeply grounded in the love of God, holds up be- 
fore his breaſt the adamantine ſhield of living faith; 
thus repelling all the fiery darts of the enemy ; and 
enlightened on his way by the ſteady and uncloud- 
ed glory of the Sun of righteouſneſs, perſeveres 
with -unſhaken courage and fortitude in that ſure 
and unerring path to life, which mx hath pointed 
out; who, made perfect through. ſufferings of 
every kind, goeth before us,—the great captain-of 
our falvation,—bearing on his crimſon banner, this 
animating Inſcription * Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life.“ 


ANECDOTES on the foregoing ſubject of Ripi- 


1. A young gentleman of moderate underſtand- 
ing, but of great vivacity, by dipping into many 
authors of the modiſh and free thinking turn, had 
acquired a little ſmattering. of knowledge, juſt 


enough to make an atheiſt or a freethinker, but 


not a philoſopher or a man of ſenſe. With theſe 
accompliſhments, he went inte the country to vi- 
fit his father, who was a plain, rough, honeſt man, 
and wiſe, though not learned. The ſon, who 
took all opportunities to ſhew bis learning, began 
to eſtabliſh a new religion in the family, and to 
enlarge the narrowneſs of their country notions; 


in which he ſucceeded ſo well, that he ſeduced the 


butler by his table-talk, and ſtaggered his eldeſt 


at 
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at the ſchiſins that aroſe among his children, but 
did not yet believe his ſon's doctrine to be ſo per- 
nicious as it really was; till one day talking of his 
ſetting dog, the ſon faid He did not queſtion bub 
Tray was as immortal as any one of the family 
and in the heat of the argument told his father 
that for his part, he expected to die like à dog. 
Upon which the old man, ſtarting up<ina paſſion, 
cried out, Then, Sirrah, you ſhall. live like 
one!” and.taking his cane in his hand, cudgelled 
him out of his ſyſtem, and brought. him to more 
ſerious reflections and better ſtudies. I do not 
{continues Sir Richard Steele, from whom this is 
taken) mention the cudgelling part of the ſtory / 


with a deſign to engage the- ſecular arm in matters 


of this nature: But certainly, if it ever exerts it- 
ſelf in affairs of opinion and ſpeculation, it ought 
to do it on ſuch ſhallow and deſpieable pretenders 
to knowledge, who endeavour to give a man dark 


and uncomtortable proſpects of his being, and to 
deſtroy thoſe principles which are the ſupport, hap- 
pineſs and glory of all public ſocieties, as well as of 


private perſons.“ See Tatler, Ns. 108. 

2. „Ifathe talent of Ridicule, ſays Mr. Ad- 
diſon, were employed to laugh men out of vice 
and folly, it might be of ſome uſe in the world; 
but inſtead of this, we. find that it is generally 
made uſe of to laugh men out of virtue and good 
ſenſe, : by attacking. every thing that is ſerious and 
ſolemn, decent and praile-worthy-in human life.“ 
We have a remarkable example in the caſe of the 
Lord Chancellor Clarendon; Concerning whom 
among the other meaſures taken to prejudice. and 
zuin him with King Charles the. IId) we are told, 
that mockery and Ridicule were two of the moſt 
nolable weapons employed by his adverſaries, 
and almoſt all his adverſaries were the vicious and 
the profane. The Duke of Buckingham in par- 

| I _. ticular,.. 
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1 ticular, and Eleanor Gwyn the King's miſtreſs, 
+7 were chief among theſe ; the latter being often al- 
== lowed to entertain the King and ſome of his cour- 
tiers, with mocking at the age and infirmities of, 
the good Lord Chancellor, and attempting to imi- 
tate his lameneſs of gait, and gravity. of aſpect; 
while the former upon every occaſion pleaſed him- 
ſelf and the company, in acting all the perſons. 
who fpoke even at the council board, in their looks. 
and motions ;—a piece of mimickry. in. which he. 
had an eſpecial facutly; and in his: exerciſe. of | 
which the Chancellor had. a full part. Thus, in. 
the height of mirth, if the King ſaid, He 
would go ſuch a journey, or-do fuch a trivial thing 
to- morrow; a wager would be laid with him that 
he would not do it; and when the King aſked: 
why, it was anſwered,” © That the Chancellor 
Would not let hin” and another would proteſt 
„ That he thought there was no ground for that: 
imputation; however he could not deny that it 
was generally believed: abroad, that his-Majeſty. 
was entirely and implicitly governed by the Chan- 
cellor:“ And when by theſe means they had of- 
ten put the King in a paſſion, it was. inſtantly re- 
ported with. great joy in other companies. By ſuch. 
petty, low and moſt illiberal arts was: a great and 
good man inſulted, and at length degraded. from 
all his comforts, his honours, and his good name. 
3. Nor was this all: The merry Monarch him- 
alt ſuffered moſt eſſentially by the. like ſhafts of t 
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Ridicule and Buffoonery; had it not. been for b 
which, there ſeems no room to doubt that in ma- b 
ny inſtances he had, proved a much better King d 
and a more happy man. This is particularly not- ti 
ed by the noble lord abovementioned, who one day tl 
told the King, That it wasobſervedabroad. tobe 

a faculty very much improved of late in his-court, 1 


to laugh at thoſe arguments which they could not 
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anſwer :?? And though, ſays he, the King did not 
then, nor a good while after, appear to diſlike the 
liberty I preſumed to take with him; yet I found 
every day that fome arguments grew leſs accepta- 
ble to him, and that the conſtant converſation he 
held with men of great profaneneſs, whoſe. wit 
conſiſted in abuſing fcripture,. and in repeating and 
acting what preachers ſaid in their ſermons, and 
turning it into Ridicule (a ſcience in which the 
Duke of Buekingham excelled) did much leſſen 
the natural eſteem and reverence he had for tjde 
elergy; and inclined. him to. conſider them as a 3. $1100 
rank of men, who compounded a religion for their i, $1.18 
own advantage, and to ſerve their own turns; nor 
was all that I could ſay to him of weight enough - 
to make any impreſſion to the contrary *. 


(4-) Dr. Delaney, in the ſecond . volume of his 
life of David, p. 61, judiciouſly obſerves, that the 
dignity of the moſt excellent things and perſons 
greatly ſuffers by being once ſeen in a-ludicrous + 
light, that is, in their moſt oppoſite extreme; be- 
cauſe ideas are then aſſociated in the minds of the 
ſpectators, which perhaps can never afterwards be 
wholly: parted. I am aſtoniſhed therefore (ſays 
he) how any man of humanity—to throw reaſon : 
and virtue. out of the queſtion, — eould make that 
Ridicule, a teſt: of true excellence, which mur- 
dered the beſt man of the Heathen world; which 
firſt debaſed the dignity of Socrates in the eyes off 
the vulgar, and then brought him to the bar and 
to the hemlock! For, if Ariſtophanes had not 
been fuffered. to ape his perſon and dreſs, and to ri- 
dicule him in “ The Clouds, Anytus and Meli-- 
tus would never have dared to have called him to- 
the bar as a malefactor. 6 


„ gee 4 Continuation of Lord Clarendon's' life,“ written by 
himſelf, Vol. II. p. 467. and Vol. 3. p. 6842. | 
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walted on by the celebrated M. | | 

litely invited him to ſup with him and Madame 
>——, His Lordfhip accepted the invitation; the 
eonverſation happening to turn upon the affairs ef 
England, I think my Lord, fat Madame & , 
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5. The Earl of C-— n 
Foltaire, Who po- 


C 


that the parliament of England conſiſts of five or 
fix hundred of the beſt informed and moſt ſenſible 
men in the kingdom ??—< Frue, Madam; they 
are generally ſuppofed to be ſo.“ What then, 
my Lord, can be the reaſon that! they tolerate ſo. 
great an abſurdity as the Chriſtian Religion?“ — 
“ I ſuppoſe, Madam, (replied his kord{hip) it is. 
becauſe they have not been able to ſubſtitute any 


thing better in its ſtead: When that is the caſe, 


I don't doubt but in their wiſdem they will readi- 


ly accept it.“ Surely ſo well-turn'd a piece of Rail- 


lery was: more forcible than a thouſand arguments; 
and in cafes like theſe, it is, that the true uſe of 


' Ridicule is ſeen: 


6. An ancient author relates that - a company of 


2 vain and profligate perſons having been drinking 


and inflaming their blood in a tavern at: Boſton in 
New England, upon'ſeeingthe reverend Mr. Cot- 
ton, a pious and amiable miniſter. coming along 
the ſtreet, - one of them told his companions, 
th Fll go, and put a trick upon old Cotton,” 
Accordingly he approached him, and- croffing his 


way, whiſper'd in his ear, Cotton, thou art an 


old fool. Frue, replied Mr. Cotton, I con- 
feſs Fam fo;—the Lord make both me and thee 
wiſer than we are; even wiſe to falvation!” Struck 
with his anſwer, the man related it to his aſſo- 
ciates, and notwithſtanding their then ſituation, it 
failed not to caſt a great damp upon their ſpirits, 
in the midſt of their frolicks. „ 
7.) The retirement and uſual penſiveneſs of Sir 
Francis Woalſingham, prime Minifter of Queen 
| Elizabeth, 


. 
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 Elizabetli, being looked upon by His friends at 
court as a fit of melancholy, ſome of them came 
to him, on purpoſe to amuſe and divert him from 
it. Sir Francis however ſoon repreſſed their jocu- 
larity, by telling them; *© Ah my friends! While 
we laugh, all things are ſerious round about us. 
Gop is ſerious, who exerciſeth ſuch patience to- 
wards us; Chriſt is ſerious, who ſhed his blood 
for us; the Holy Ghoſt is ferious,. who ſtriveth 
againſt the obſtinacy of our hearts: The ſacred 
Scriptures bring to our ears the moſt ſerious: and 
important things in the world; the Holy” Sacra- 
ments, repreſent to us the moit ſerious and awful 
matters: The whole Creation is ſerious in-ſervi 
God and us; All that are in heaven and helt are 
ſerious. How then can Man, that hath one foot 
in the grave, jeſt and laugh? - What an antidote 
to ſcoffing and mockery. are obvious refleQions : 
like theſe! | | 5 

(S.) If ever a vein of Ridicule be neceſſary in- 
converſation, as ſometimes is the caſe, itbſeems 
peculiary ſo; where juſt and ſolid argument can 
have no effect; and, as a late very elegant writer 
obſerves, When a man is ſteeled and hardetſed 
againſt conviction, we may warrantably, like Han- 
nibal after other expedients have been tried in 
vain, cut through the rock with vinegar.” The 
following is a memorable inſtance. Several Je- 
ſuits being one day in company with the eelebrat- 
ed Monfieur: Boileau, roundly aſſerted, according 
to the principles of that fociety, that Attrition for 
fin only was neceſſary, and that we were not oblig- 
ed to love God: Withal infiſting, that thoſe who 
advanced the contrary were in an error, and im- 
poſed an inſupportable yoke upon Chriſtians, whom 
God had rendered free by a new law. It was to 
no purpoſe to unravel their fallacies-; the-difpute 

began to grow warm: When Mr. Boileau, we 

ka ha 
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had hitherto kept a profound: ſilence, ſtarting up 
.cried ; *© Oh how prettily will it ſound in the final 
day of judgment, when our Lord ſhall. ſay. to his 
elet, Come you, ye well beloved of my father; 
for ye have never loved me in your life, but have 
always forbidden that I ſhould. be loved, and con- 
ſtantly and bravely oppoſed thoſe Hereticks, who 
were forobliging Chriſtians to love me. And Vou, 
on the contrary, Go ye to the devil and his an- 
gels; you, tlie accurſed of my father: For ye 
have loved me with your whole. heart, and have 
ſolieited and importuned the whole world beſide to 
love me.“ This raillery ſtruck his opponents 
dumb, and more effectually. enforced the neceſſity 
of divine love, than all the ſolid and cogent argu- 
ments before urged had been able to do. 125 
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Nt — Ridiculumacri:- 
| N Fortius ac melius magnas plerumque ſecat Res. 
Une. (9.) The lines in the character of Atticus, men- 
WA tioned in p. 180, preſent us with a.proper-oecalion. 
bo to juſtify Mr, Addiſon from the application which 
| l ir many have made of them: to him; and. which in. 


r 
4 ©; 


deed ſeems. to have been. invidiouſly intended by. 
the author himſelf. Nothing. that may tend to re- 
move a ſingle ſuſpicion. from a character ſo amiable 
as that of the writer of the Spectators, can fail of a 
welcome reception with the candid public; and ſo 
far is the abovementioned artful. deſcription. of At- 
ticus, from being in the leaſt applicable to Mr. 
Addiſon, that we have the undoubted authority of 
a noble Lord, one of his intimate friends, for- aſ- 
ferting, That often as he has been in Mr. Addi- 
ſon's company, yet, in the whole courſe of his 
Bordſhip's acquaintance: with him, he nsver re- 
members to have heard. him throw out an oblique 
intimation, that had the appearance of ill nature; 
nor make a ſingle remark upon any man, 4 
. Te 8 what 
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what was perfectly worthy the gentlemean and man 
of honour, and. conſiſtent with a candid; humane, 
and ingenuous mind. We cannot give a better 
demonſtration of this truth, than by referring the 
reader to the Spectator, N?. 256. and particularly 
to Nꝰ. 445. which that celebrated writer thus con- 
cludes; J am not fo vain as to think that the 
general abrobation af theſe papers is ſo muck: due 
to the performance, as to the deſign. There is 
and ever xill be juſtice enough in the world, to af - 
ford patronage and protection for thoſe who endea-- 
vour to advance truth and virtue, without regard 
to the paſſions: and. prejudices of any- particular 
cauſe or fa ion. If: I have any: other merit in me, 
it is that I have new- pointed all, the batteries of 
Ridicule : They have been generally planted againſt: 
perſons who have appeared ſerious rather than ab- 
ſurd; or at beſt, have aimed rather at what is un- 
faſhionable than what is vicious. Eor my own 
part, I have endeavoured. to make nothing ridicu- 
lous, that is not in ſome meaſure criminal: I have 
ſet · up the immoral. man as the object of. deriſion. 
In ſhort, if I have not formed a new. weapon a- 
gainſt. vice and irreligion, | have at leaſt ſhewn 
how that weapon may be put to a right uſe, which: 
has ſo often fought the battles of. ĩmpiety and pro- 
faneneſs.“ N 
10, *< Indeed;. Neander, ſaid Euſebius to his- 
young friend, a Chriſtian behaviour among gen- 
tlemen is ſo unuſal, that you muſt venture to be. 
out of faſhion.;.. you muſt ſtand: the. ſhock. of rail- 
lery, and perchance the ſtroke of a lampoon: But: 
theſe weapons ſtick only in the ſkin,. and, though 
they are puſned on with all. the violence of malice. 
and profaneneſs, are notable to draw blood, orto 
touch the reputation. I have otten been aſtoniſned. 
at ſome gentlemen, who practiced virtue at home, 
and vice in company; who betrayed their conſci- 
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ence.— to avoid a bluſh!” This, ſaid I, is to fall 
into the wretched blindneſs of ſome ſavage Indians, 
who adore the devil, that he may do them no harm. 
If Libertines glory in evil, why ſhould You be 
aſhamed at good? That carries along with .it its 
own coademnation, and This its juſtification. 
Surely ſhame ſits more naturally on guiſt, than on 
innocence. But, Neander, could we dive in- 
to the wicked man's heart, could we pierce into 
his ſoul, we ſhould there read the moſt viſible - 
traces of ſhame and confuſion, every moment. he 
caſts an eye on his-own vices, and.the -virtues of 
his happier neighbour: For, let me tell you,, piety 
has an amiable aſpe& : It charms its very perſecu- 
tors; and even thoſe who ſtigmatize it in practice, 
admire its beauty. So that though ſometimes 


they let fly a Raillery, or-ſhoot- a Jeſt, theſe petty 


arrows flit at random, and never come near your 
honour.—Nay, take it for a general rule, that 
thoſe Libertines Who ſneer at a Chriſtian demeanor 
have themſelves a ſeeret eſteem for it. But let de- 
bauchees burleſque your piety, muſt. You there- 
fore abandon it > Will. you. abjure Chriſtianity, 
becauſe ſuch men ſport with--religian ; or com- 
mence Atheiſt, to- humour the fool, 'who. faith 
„ There is no God ??=——ls it honourable in 
ſpite of Ridicule, to acknowledge a God, and 

t a diſgrace to-ſerve Him ? 1s it. a credit to be a 
Chriſtian, and a ſhame to be a good and a firicere 
one? No, certainly. Let us then put things toge- 
ther, and act accordingly. Let us call in reaſon, 
to govern fancy, We have been ſeeing indeed 
how hard it is for a young man to withſtand 


——< The world's dread laugh, , 
Which ſcarce the firm Philoſopher can ſcorn:“ 


But, let us only conſider, who are thoſe men that 


awe us en a ſet of beings, who have more 
wealth 
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wealth than wiſdom, and more quality than con- 
icience ; cowards in the face of truth, yet bravoes 
againſt God: Men, who live ill, and judge worſe 
who are pitied by ſome and ſcorned by others ; 
and whoſe very panegyricks are ſatires. Praiſe out 
of ſuch mouths is ſcandal, and their blame is true 
glory. O Neander, ſuffer not yourſelf to be 
laughed out of heaven ! nor rallied into hell. If 
vou cannot now bear the loud laughter or taunting 
{miles of a Man; how will you one day endure 
the frowns of an angry Deity ?—If the laſh of a 
petalant tongue be fo ſenſible, can you ſuppoſe that 
the pains of almighty vengeance will be more toler- 
able-?—Virtue in a dungeon is preferable to fin on. 
the throne ; and innocence in the pillory more ho- = 
nourable than guilt on the bench : For a day is ble 
coming and we know not how ſoon, when The . 
wiſe only ſhall inherit glory; but ſhame ſhall, be. 
the promotion of Fools,” 
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| | | al 
take me not, as if with ſtoical apathy, or monkih M «@ 
auſterity, I would deny to youth the natural and W < 
plealing indulgences of that pleaſing period of their to 
life. So far from it, my, wiſh, and my intention : 
is, not only to ſecure true pleaſures: to your age, A 
but to improve and heighten thoſe pleaſures, fo 
Clearly. ſatisfied, that the great author of our be- tic 
ing, hath, for the wiſeſt and beſt ends, interwo- wi 
ven, as it were, in the very texture of our nature ne 
a defire after pleaſure ; I am no leſs clearly fatisfi- WM ze 
ed, that he hath amply provided for the perfect ca 
completion of that deſire. But, ſtrong as it is in WF ty 
itlelf, and attractive as are the objects of it, there WM nm 
is the utmoſt danger, leſt it carry us beyond the M th 
bounds, or fix upon other objects, than thoſe or- he 
dained by God and by nature to gratify it. It is fi. 
vx therefore of the utmoſt importance, if we would WM {c 
5 reap all the comforts and high ſatisfactions, which vic 
x „ the benevolent author of our being hath attached WM w} 
| . to true Pleaſure, that we carefully conſider its Na- WM © 
{0 ture, and its Boundaries; that we wiſely inform co 
. ourſelves of the nature and ill effects of falſe Plea- Pl. 
ſure, and determine by God's grace, invariably to ve 
purſue the former; while we fly from the latter, as ch. 
that, which, however ſweet in the taſte, will be of 
found bitter and painful in the ſtomach ; which; eſt 
however it may-exhilarate for a paſſing moment; ve 
will infallibly bring us into judgment! ech 
And if, in the handling of this copious topick, be 
I ſhall be enabled, my young friends, to preſent un 
you with any arguments ſufficient to guard you a- co 
gainſt the allurements of that deceittul and per- ef 
nicious ſyren · Falſe Pleaſure; if I ſhall be en- of 
abled to preſerve your youthful feet in the bleſſed co 
paths of that virtue and religion, which infallibly cu 
lead to true Pleaſure; if by any thing here urg d WM fa 
| Your preſent exiſtence ſhall be made more comfort- be 


able 
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able, .and your future happineſs through Chriſt 


ſecured.; what infinite cauſe of mutual ſatisfaction 


ſhall we receive, and how-much will it behove us 
to give glory together to the God of heaven who. 
hath ſo bleſſed your attention, and my labours ! 
And I perſuade myſelf, that theſe good effects will 
follow ; and that I ſhall not only have your atten- 


tion now, but hereafter your diligent compliance 


with what ſhall be urged ; becauſe, my heart wit- 


neſſes to me, that the moſt ſincere and affectionate 


zeal for your welfare dictates what I utter ; be- 


cauſe I addreſs you, not with the rigor of authori- 


ty, but with the tender love, even of parental ad- 


monition ; becauſe, God is my witneſs, one of 


the greateſt ſatisfactions I could enjoy on this fide 
heaven, would be to ſee You (my dear young 
friends) riſe up to bleſs God in your generation; 
ſcorning all the baſe and pernicious allurements ,of 
vice; enjoying all the juſt and honourable Pleaſures 
whereof your nature 1s capable. 


To this purpoſe, then, let us in the firſt place 


conſider “ The nature, and the boundaries of true 
Pleaſure.“ With regard to the former, we may 
well define it to be“ That which is agreeable to 
the whole of our being, and inconſiſtent with none 
of our moral or religious obligations: For in our 
eſtimate of virtue and vice, of pleaſure and pain, 
we muſt always, to avoid any deception, take in 


the whole of what we are; the great author of our 


being having in ſo wiſe and wonderful a manner, 
united the diſtinct parts of our nature, having fo 


combined our foul and body, that not only their 


effects each upon the other, but their offices and 
operations are reciprocal, and in the cloſeſt manner 
connected. Hence, while ſome Pleaſures are pe- 
culiar to the animal nature, and ina high degree 
latisfactory to that nature; yet, when indulged 
beyond the proper bounds, the foul inſtantly re- 

| | verts, 
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verts, and claims her portion, or denies her tri. 


—— 


bute. We. muſt therefore, in our Pleaſure, con- 
ſult our whole nature; and remember, that we are 


not animals only, but rationals alſo; and not only | 
rationals, but ſocial, and not only ſocial but im. M 
mortal; ordained to fill up certain offices in this M 
life, and for the life to come accountable to a Be- 
ing, who for all theſe things will bring us into 1 
judgment. x | 1 
That then, alone, is true Pleaſure, which will 
bear to be eſtimated according to this true ſtate of t 
our nature; and for the Boundaries of Pleaſure in 
the general, we may further obſerve, * That no r 
[Pleaſure can be true, or purſued with propriety and 6 
wiſdom, which makes too large inroads on our C 
time, our fortune, our health, our character, or 0 
Our duty.“ | n 
Of all the depoſits in the hands of men, Time 0 
is certainly one of the moſt precious; and upon y 
the wiſe and right improvement of it, much of h 
ur happineſs, and much of your-ſuccefs too, in t] 
this life, depend. The ſeaſon of youth is the 0 
great ſeaſon for improvement of every kind; and 1 
if you-loſe its important moments, you loſe not 0) 
only the moments themſelves, but abſolutely pre- 10 
elude yourſelves from thoſe advantages, which you fc 
will never obtain in any other period. This, ic 
therefore, is a ſtrong argument to convince you of MW 5' 
the criminality of all pleaſure, which makes you WM © 
unthrifty and waſteful prodigals of that Time, fe 
which, once loſt, is redeemable no more; which, | to 
once loſt, the opportunity of improving in know- W P 
ledge and-virtue within that period, is alſo loſt, th 
and probably loſt for ever! But, let it be obſerved, th 
that this, though a reaſon peculiarly applicable to ar 
youth, is by no-means the only one that renders G 
the Pleaſure criminal, which waſtes our time. th 
Wi 


Conſider only the great end for which time is given 


us; conſider the ſhortneſs of that time, at the * 
an 
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and the fearful uncertainty of its continuance : 
Conſider the many great and important duties, 
which man hath to perform in this ſhort and un- 
certain period ; Conſider the ineftimable prize, for 
which he is to improve this time, and the glorious 
eternity, Which is to reward that improvement ; 
and can you have a more convincing, a more af- 
fecting view, of the unworthineſs, of the baſe- 
neſs, of the criminality of that Pleaſure, which 
diſſipates, in its wretched and unthinking round, 
the moments given us for purpoſes ſo important. 
Pleaſure, again, becomes exceſſive and crimi- 
nal, when itinjures our Fortune, You (my young 
friends) are either born to an inheritance, or or- 
dained to procure your ſubſiſtence by your own in- 
duſtry : In the former cafe, your inheritance is as 
much a talent intruſted to 9 God, as any 
other endowment of mind or body; and, if you 
would approve yourſelf to Him, you are under the 
higheſt obligations ſo to employ your fortune, as 
that it: may ſtand the ſcrutiny, when the inquiſiti- 
on concerning it ſhall be brought into judgment. 
To this end, after the juſt and rational demands 
of your own tate and exigence are anſwer'd; after 
your family and dependents have their equitable 
ſupplies from you, you have no more right to 
{quander away in profuſion what remains, than 
you would have to refuſe to your diſtreſſed fellow- 
ereatures, who wanted them, eyes, or arms, or 
feet, if you had a number of them in your power 
to diſpoſe of. Whenever therefore the purſuit of 
Pleaſure leads you to a diſſipation of your ſubſtance, 
that Pleaſure is highly criminal, as it leads you to 
the abuſe of a talent intruſted with you by God, 
and to the extreme injury of thoſe, whom that 
God hath made your brethren; and hath given 
their wants and diſtreſſes a draft and demand, as it 
were, on your ſuperfluities. . 
I dwell 
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I dwell not further on the criminality of that 


Pleaſure which injures your inheritance, as in- 
volving your mind in diſtreſs, as harming your 
juſt creditors, as injuring, in a peculiar manner, 
your poſterity, and thoſe who have a right to ex- 
pect from you that patrimony, which you receiv- 


ed from your progenitors. Let me only obſerve, 


that the argumenis hold with double force, with 
reſpect to thoſe of you (my young friends) who 


are . ordained by God, to procure ſubſiſtence by 


your own induſtry. Whatever you may think of 
it, you will not perhaps find this lot ſo unhappy 


as it may ſeem. A comfortable inheritance deriv- 
ed from parents, when properly improved, is un- 
queſtionably a ſingular bleſſing; but it becomes as 


great a curſe, when, as is too often the caſe, it 
leads to the diſſipations of falſe Pleaſure, and ſtops 
the ſprings of that Induſtry, which is the honour, 
and the happineſs of man; a virtue, no leſs adapt- 
ed to the perfection of his moral nature, than to 
the improvement of his temporal eſtate. And, 
take it from me (my young friends) as a certain 
truth, that if, bleſſed with this patrimony of in- 
duſtry, you relax not from its rules, but vigorouſ- 
ly and honeſtly purſue the duties of your ſtate; 


you will tind, not only your fortune improved, but 


your mind ever ina ſtate of ſelf-poſſeſſion, which 
they know nothing of, who are the wretched ſlaves 
of enervating, ruinous idleneſs: But, in propor- 
tion as this induſtry is neceſſary to the gain and 
the improvement of fortune, that Pleaſure muſt 


be criminal in itſelf, and deſtructive to you, which, 


while it waſtes the ſubſtance ſpringing from your 
induſtry, neceſſarily unnerves that induſtry. itſelf, 
and thus doubly deſtroys you. For, let it at all 


times be remember'd, that the Pleaſure, which in- 


Jures the fortune, is a many-headed monſter, and 
cannot do the former, without devouring alſo the 
time 
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time and the induſtry ordained to procure or to pre- 
ſerve that fortune. | 
Should it go further, and prejudice the Health 
alſo, you have another criterion that it is falſe and 
ſinful: For, as the enjoyment of health is one of 
the greateſt temporal bleſſings, one which gives 
zeſt and reliſh to all the reſt; ſo is a due attention 
to the prefervation of it one of the prime laws of 
nature; and conſequently, whatever tends to de- 
ſtroy it, is not only criminal in itſelf, but muſt of 
neceſſity defeat the end at which it aims. For, it 
is a maxim, which requires no proof, That 
without health there can be no ſubſtantial Plea- 
ſure.” | l | pid 4 | #1 ; 4 
How many poſitive evils, how many miſeries 
and difquietudes accompany the loſs of health, and 
ſurround the man whoſe conſtitution hath been 
broken by indulgences in his youth, it would take 
up too much time even to enumerate. I dwell not 
therefore on theſe; but remark further, that thoſe 
Pleaſures, which fix a brand upon the Character, 


217 


are ever to be ſhunn'd, as deceitful and deſtructive. 


Character, my young friends, is a jewel of ſuch 
jueſtimable price, that it can never be rated too 
high, or preſerv'd too cautiouſly : It is a ſort of 
current coin, which enables a man to paſs through 
life eaſily and happily ; and it is a poſſeſſion which 
ſtamps a value upon all you are and have beſide; 
inſomuch that confidence with men, and honour 
from them, are its natural and almoſt neceſſary 
Teſult. Nor is there any ſphere or ſtation in life, 
howeyer exalted, or however depreſſed, which 
renders character a matter of indifference, or can 
fink its worth. Eafily then may you conceive, 
how ruinous that Pleaſure muſt be, which mars 
the beauty of your fair reputation in ' youth, and 
—_— Fo equivocal or deſpicable that Charac- 
OL. J. 
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ter, which is, or ought to be your beſt paſſport 
through the journey + life. „ 
Once more; that. Pleaſure muſt be in a high de- 
gree criminal, which interferes with rour Dit. 
civil or religious; which either prevents you from 
diſcharging the proper offices of your ſtation in 
life; which makes you a bad ſon, a bad brother, 
a bad friend, a bad neighbour, a bad ſervant, ora 
bad ſubject; which renders your example. perni- 
cious and prejudicial to ſoclety, ;.. or, which inca- 
_ pacitates you for the right ,exerciſe of thoſe. hig 
duties to your God, which are no lJeſs indiſpenſa- 
ble in their obligation, than they are fraught with 
comfort in the performance. „„ 
Theſe, are points fo univerſally allowed, and fo 
; ſelf-evident, that they can require no proof; how- 
ever, the inſtances I propoſe to give in the follou- 
ing diſcourſes, of thoſe Falſe Pleaſures which men 
ſo greedily purſue, will abundantly evince that they 
are no leſs injurious to time, to fortune, to health, 
to reputation, than they are in every reſpect con- 
tradictory to thoſe duties which we. owe. to Gad 
and our neighbour, 8 15 
There is one other particular which. ſerves 
ſtrongly to characteriſe falſe Pleaſure; . and that is, 
The raiſing and warming the paſſions.” What- 
ever Pleaſure is found to, haye, this g effect, though 
not abſolutely criminal in itſelf, may juſtly be 
dreaded, as dangerous in its conſequences; and 
. ought by all means to be ſhunned on that account. 
But I ſhall refer what I have to ſay more concern- 
ing it to the next diſcourſe, when I ſhall.confiderit 
more eſpecially, as introductory to what I have to 
urge, concerning the gratification of the paſſions; 
or, with regard to indulgence in. thoſe Pleaſures 
which are-merely Knall.. „ 
Vou have however, my young friends, thus far, 
clear directions whereby to guide yourſelves; _ 


- 
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if you are ſincerely deſirous to approve yourſelves 
bene and man, you will put a check upon 
your pleaſurable purſuits ; and examine yourſelves, 
with regard to thoſe purſuits, by the plain and in- 
telligible marks which have been here laid down: 
Nor will you ever think yourſelves juſtified in any 
indulgence which is © inconſiftent with the whole 
of your nature ; which injures either your time or 
your health, your fortune or your character; or 
which incapacitates you in any degree, from per- 
forming the duties of indiſpenſable obligation to 
God and to man.” $4207, | 

Think mot that while your Pleaſures are under 
theſe reſtraints, you will be debarred from all ſa- 
tisfactions and amuſements; think not that thus 


bound by the laws. of reaſon and religion, you muſt 


for ever bid adieu to cheerfulneſs and delight: Be- 
lieve me, you will find quite the contrary on expe- 
rience; and I ſhall hope to point out to you in the 
ſequel ſuch a fund of true and ſubſtantial Pleaſure, 


as will not only infinitely counterbalance the loſs 


of all which vice in its gayeſt moments can boaſt, 


but ſuch as will ſhew you the emptineſs of all that 


boaſting ; and fatisfy you fully, that the neareſt, 


ſureſt road to the manſion of true Pleaſure, is 
through the temple of perſevering Virtue. Yes, 
my young friends, Pleaſure, as under the guidance 
of virtue, is man's greateſt good ; as Virtue is the 
only unerring guide to true Pleaſure and to real 
happineſs. The plaineſt arguments of reaſon ful- 
ly prove that it muſt be ſo; God hath fo conſti- 
tuted man, that he can arrive at happineſs no 
other way, and the bleſſed religion which He hath 
inſtituted with ſuch labour of love fully declares 
to us, that piety and goodneſs alone can either 
make us happy in ourſelves, or recommend us to 
the favour of our Redeemer: To come to him, is 
to come to LIFE: And with what reaſon, nature, 

Ei '.._ "al 
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God and revelation uniformly declare, the expe- 


bines its evidence; pronouncing with the wiſe 
King of Ifrael, of all merely animal and earthly 
purſuits, ** That they are vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit; and that to fear God and keep his com- 


unqueſtionable happineſs of man.“ 

' You would not be wiſer (my young friends) than 
the whole race of men who have gone before you; 
you would not act counter to reaſon, nature, Gop, 
and revelation ! Think, if you ſhould unhappily 
ſo act, how utterly without excuſe you will be be- 
fore men, before God ! how bitterly, how grie- 


? 


.reproaches you mult feel in the awful forum of im- 
Partial conſcjence | | : . 


SER- 


Tience of man, in all;places and in all ages, com- 


mandments, as it is the whole duty, ſo it is the 


voully ſelf-condemn'd in the end, and what keen 
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SERMON X. 
On Pleaſure. 


ECCLESIASTES' xi. 9. 


Rejoice, O. young: man, in thy youth, and let thy" 
heart chear thee in the days of thy youth; and wall 
in the ways of thy heart, and in the fight of thine 

eyes :—But, know thou, that for all theſe things 
God will bring thee into judgment. 
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T has been advanced by ſome, That Pleaſure 
is not only the great end, but the main princi- 
ple of human actions; “ a poſition which if Fleaſure: 
be ri wm underſtood, may, doubtlets, well be al- 
lowed : For, there cannot be a. higher teſtimony. 
to the goodneſs:and love of the great Author of 
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our being, than the certain aſſurance we have, : 0 F 
that in all his diſpenſations towards us, he means | 
our happineſs only; and defires us, with parental - 3 


i 
1 4 


affection, to walk diligently in the Way of duty, 
becauſe it is the fure way to pleaſantneſs and peace. 
On the other hand, nothing can be more falſe and 
deſtructive than this poſition, if Pleaſure be ill- 
underſtood, and as ſuch immoderately purſued. 
it is of ſuch Pleafure that Solomon ſpeaks in the 
text, and of which he pronounces from his own fa- 
tal experience, That the end of it in this life 
is Vanity; the confequence in the next, Judge- 

ment | K : 
Willing, therefore, my young friends, to guard 
you from the delunons of the latter, to ſecure you 
L 2 Fa the 
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propoſed to conſider P 


racter, or, in one word, any of the duties which 


ſible, the pleaſure may be extremely dangerous, 
and cautiouſly to be ſhunned, which is not imme 


theſe particulars, yet it may poſſibly tend to raiſe 
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the happy and the full poſſeſſion of the former; I 

[eaſure in the general; and, 
to this end, the Nature, and the Boundaries of 
true Pleaſure were laid down in the laſt diſcourſe: 
where it was ſhewn, that no Pleaſure can be true, 
or worthy of a wiſe man's purſuit, which-. 1s not 
agreeable to the whole of our nature, or which is 
not conſiſtent with. our moral and religious obliga- 
tions : particularly, if it interferes with, or preju- 
dices our time, our fortune, our health, cur cha- 


we owe to God, aur neighbour, or: ourſelves: It 
is a Pleaſure highly unworthy a rational being, and {| 
that which will. moſt certainly, defeat the end at 
which it aims. f „ 

Let me juſt obſerve further, that it is very poſ- 


diately attended with any of the ill effects juſt enu- 
merated ; for though it may injure us in none of. 


and inflame the paſſions;. more eaſily kept in ſub- 
jection, God knows, than reduced into obedience, 
when they have once riſen up in rebellion and 
tyranny. . | E 
There is nothing to which a. wiſe. or a good man | 
will, and indeed muſt attend more, if he would. | 
preſerve the character of wiſdom and goodneſs, than WW 
the ſubjection of his paſſions ;- than the con- 
ſtant and ſteady government of. his inferior ap-- 
8 f : Sow: F , 
petites and deſires : For he is well convinc'd | | 
how predominant they are, if. once indulg'd,. |} | 
and how difficult to be reſtrained, if the reins. 
of gratification are once thrown on their. necks. | 
Beſides, he will at all times conſider, that. though 
human laws, it is true, take cogniſance only, | | 
of the outward act, the laws of Jeſus. Chriſt, W 


the great legiſlator of the heart, go much farther. ; 
| anda. 


* A 1 0 —_—— G r 


SERMON: X. 227” 


and eſtimate, with ſtriſt propriety of-- juſtice, the 
ſecret intention, and the inward deſire. Conſe- 
quently, the man anxious to approve- himſelf be- 
fore the tribunab of this ſoul-· diſeerning Judge, wilt: 
be no leſs cautious to preſerve the purity, and in- 
tegrity-of-the heart, the abſolute and intire govern 
ment of the paſſions, than he will to abſtain from: 
the overt- act. and the criminal indulgence. 70 
On this account; he will by no means judge: 
that Pleaſure innocent: or lawful, which, however 
indifferent or harmleſs it may be to others, raiſes 
a tumult in his ſoul; ſets on fire his paſſions, and? 
endangers the peace and tranquillity of his fu- 
ture lite, by the probability it affords, that the ty- 
rant appetites may dethrone and captivate- the law - 
ful monarch Reaſon. : 
In this caſe; it is true, every perſon muſt- in a- 
great meaſure judge for himſelf: Natures, tem- 
pers and diſpoſitions vary: The phlegmatic, the. 
cold, and the dull may walk with ſafety, where the 
rapid, the warm, and the lively would fall into 
deſtructioni: However, as the paſſions of youth in- 
general, are warm and inflammable enough, it may: 
be a caution well deſerving their ſerious attention, 
to avoid all thoſe pleaſures which are likely to enkin- 
dle their paſſions; well aſcertain'd that in theirs” 
ſtate of life, ſuch Pleaſures muſt be peculiarly dan- 
gerous, when reaſon hatly not yet attained its 
perfect ſtate, and the paſſions are + in full ſtrength-- 
and power; willing as it were to tyrannize the- 
more, during the minority of Reaſon their Sove- - 
reign. | | 
An additional argument to enforce this caution 
may be drawn from the meanneſs, and the misfor- _ 
tune of a ſubjection to the paſſions; of a lite ſpent - 
in the mere gratifications of ſenſe. This is an ar- 
gument upon which I would expatiate a little; 
propoſing to ſhew, from various reaſons, how-much+ 
C FIONT SEL] | L 4 beneath 
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beneath man's dignity and his character, and how 
ſhort of the end at which he aims, is the indulg- 
ence in ſenſual Pleaſures. To ſay that God has 
not annexed high ſatisfact ion to the indulgence of 
the animal appetites, would be to contradict, na- 
ture and fact: He has annex d high ſatisfactions, 
and that for the wiſeſt and beſt reaſons; and it is 
a ſtriking inftance of his paternal eare and good - 


neſs, that theſe ſatisfactions are always receiv'd in 


the higheſt degree, when, in ſubſerviency to their 
proper ends, the appetites are kept under due do- 
minion ; Exceſs in any of them, naturally and ne- 
ceſſarily defeating their purpoſe and occaſioning 
pain and trouble, inftead-of real gratification. - 
This is wiſely ordained by the great God of our 
being, as if it were to remind us of the dignity of 
our nature, and to call us to aſſert that dignity : 
For, certainly, the purſuit of thoſe ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, which are entirely animal, which belong to 
us in common with the animal world, which are de- 
ſign'd merely to keep up and continue animal ex- 
zſtence, and in the enjoyment of which, the ani- 
mals probably, have very much the ſuperiority over: 
man; Certainly, the purſuit of ſuch Pleaſures is 
infinitely beneath the character and the dignity of a 
creature, whoſe animal and inferior part is but the 
priſon of a divine and immortal foul ; ordained. to 
ſhare the inheritance of angels, while the hody 
moulders in corruption, and returns to its original 


„ 


Lives there a man, who would wiſh to give 
this glorious birth- right? To be, and to be eſ- 
teemed an animal only? All body and no foul ? 
Born to breath out a ſhort miſerable exiſtence in 
this world, and then to rot and be loſt for ever, 
amidſt worms and corruption ? Let ſuch a man 
indulge his ſenſual appetites ; let him eat and drink, 
for to-morrow he dies]! But you (my young 

| friends) 


# 
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friends) triumphant in the poſſeſſion of an immor- 
tal ſoul, labour continually to affert and maintain 
the dominion. of that ſoul, Your high, your true 
dignity is, that you are made in the image and ſi- 
militude of Gop ; ſons of reafon, of holmes, of 
immortality. Yours are the glorious, the rational 
hopes of an eternity, gratified with all the bleſſings 
of knowledge, purity, and love! Can you then 
conceive a' meaner or more deſpicable choice than 
that, which gives up theſe ineſtimable hopes, for 
the ſordid gratifications of appetite and ſenſe *? 
Wretched Eſau! what a figure does he make in the 
annals of time, and the eſtimate of wiſdom, who, for 
a miſerable. meſs of pottage, transferred the benefits 
of his birth-right to his brother Ve far more 
wretched Eſaus, who ſell yourſheavenly birth-right 
for the poor and paltry indulgences of the fleſh ;. 
ye thoughtleſs and unhappy men, who live merely 
to gratify thoſe appetites, in which your fellow. 
commoners of the - plains: ſo much excel you! O 
think- what you-will appear in the eſtimate of Eter- 
nal Wiſdom, exchanging immortality, and glory 
for ſenſe and forrow.! Enjoy the good things that 
are preſent ; fill yourſelves with coſtly. wine and 
ointments ; let none of you go without this part 
of your voluptuouſneſs; for this is your: portion, 
and this is your lot“: — But know, that for all 
theſe things God will bring you into judgment. 

Indeed, there is almoſt no neceſſity for a divine 
judgment with reſpect to theſe things; ſo deſpica- 
bly miſerable are they in themſelves, ſo fraught 
with poiſon and ſtings of their own, to puniſh and 
deſtroy] Conſider only how ſhort, at the beſt, 
how tranſitory and paſſing is the moment of actual 
enjoyment in every ſenſual gratification; and how- 
{mall a portion of time, —compared with that em- 
ployed in preparation, in planning and deviſing 
ichemes of iniquitous voluptuouſneſs, and in ſad 
| | | = 5 and 
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and painful reflexions upon thoſe ſehemes, when 
completed even to the utmoſt with of the unhap- 
py deviſes ;———how ſmall. a portion, compared 


with the paſt, and the future, remains, a poor 


pittance for the actual indulgenee. Call to the 
dar of reaſon. and reflection the epicure, the drunk- 
ard, or the libertine ; and let them, in the ſober 
moments of calm retroſpection, declare, how ve- 
ry ſmall a. portion of time thoſe pleaſures have en- 
groſs'd, which have engaged. ſo much ſollicitude 


in purſuit,. and which are attended with ſo many 


and tedious diſtreſſes in conſequence: Which, ſo. 


far from. refreſhing, cheering, and comforting the 
mind on review, will: either bear no reflection at 


all, or obtrude reflections of the moſt painful ſort. 
This is another ſtriking particular to ſhew us the 
vanity, and the evil of ſenſual Pleaſures ; they will. 


not bear reflection! And, when half the ſatisfac- 
tion of human life conſiſts in. reflection, pleaſing 


reflection on the paſt, —ſweet and ſoothing intro- 
ducer of comfortable hopes and expectations for 


the future; — what vain and thoughtleſs prodigals 
muſt they be, who purſue ſuch Pleaſures, as will 
at once deſtroy the. power of reflection on the paſt, 
and damp every hope of delight from the future: 
But, the truth is, merely ſenſual Pleaſures have 
conſequenees more affecting than theſe ;. and it 
would be well indeed, if their worſt effect was, 
that they would bear no reflection]! Happy indeed 
would it be for the devotee to thoſe Pleaſures, if a 
tal annihilation of thought could take place; if, 
after the ſhort, the momentary indulgence, a per- 
fect oblivion could ſhroud the foul deeds in eter- 
nal darkneſs /— How alarming a conſideration |! for 
muſt not thoſe needs be worthy Pleaſures, . whole. 
utmoſt merit is, that to. be forgotten. ſoon as en- 
30y'd, would give to man the moſt ſubſtantial.com- 


But, 
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But, alas this negative felicity can never be al- - 
owed to the purſuits of paſſion... They cannot 
ve forgotten; they will bear nochearing reflection, 
no retroſpect delightful to the human thought; * 
but, they will force upon that thought a thouland-? 
keen remonſtrances, ſufficient to murder all re- 
poſe, and mar all the felicity which they haue ſo, 
tondly, proffer'd to their deluded . votaries. The 
reaſon is obvious: God and nature have deſign'd - 
that man's true Pleaſure ſhould proceed from his, 
nobler part, the Soul; that ſoul is utterly. paſhve - 
at leaſt, in merely ſenſual indulgences ; it is the 
animal only, it is the earthly. bod: which predo-: 
minates and directs in-theſe. The ſoul, ſuperior _ 
in her views, fits as a captive, indignant in her 
chains, refuſing her concurrence, and continually 
upbraiding her tyrant for the-ſervitude ſhe ſuffers.. - 
Hence. thoſe keen reflections, hence thoſe pangs of 
conſcience; - that. torment of the mind, which the 
guilty ſenſual-ſuffer,, and which every human crea- - 
ture mult ſuffer, « who. would make. his animal and 
inferior nature a ſlave-to that godlike principle of 
reaſon and.- immortality: which he has derived 
from Hod, and which properly improv'd, will ad- 
vance him even to the throne of that God him 
ſelf. :. << For he that overcometh, ſays the great 
inſpirer of our hopes, ſhall ſit down. with me up- 
on my throne ; even as I alſo oyercame, and am 
ſet down with my Father on his throne.”. ' 

It almoſt degrades our. reaſon, to think that ar- 
guments are neceſſary to prove the criminality, the - 
abſurdity, the baſeneſs of merely ſenſual purluits : 
Alas! that the too general conduct of , mankind - 
ſhould prove thoſe arguments neither improper or 
unneceſſary. But if thoſe already urg'd are not 
ſufficient, let us fill. go further, and remark, that 
theſe Pleaſures, like the poor bodies which are the 


leat of them, vill not only Perun and leave us; 
| 1 — bur 8 
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but (which is a eircumſtanee of them peculiarly 
grievous) they are often found to leave the bodies 
themſelves even in this life; it being nothing un- 
common for the power of gratifying the ſenſual. 
appetites utterly to be withdrawn,. while, horrible 
curſe! the fierce and impotent deſire ſtill remains 
to torture and to puniſh ! To Tr 
For, herein again, as in every particular, we 
may note the wiſe and providential diſpoſition of 
God; who hath ſo conſtituted our nature, that 
while the regular and allowed pratification of its. 
inferior paſſions, is attended with great and ample: 
ſatisfaction, and never is known to occaſion. either 
pain or decay; the unalfow'd gratification of thoſe 
paſſions not only falls ſhort of its end, by intro- 
ducing numberleſs evils and difquietudes both to 
body and mind, but very frequently enfeebles, or: 
totally deſtroys the very power of gratification. 

_ © And, of all pitiable objects beneath the ſun, 
imagination ſurely cannot picture forth. to itſelf. an 
object ſo pitiable as the man, who, ignorant of 
every, Pleaſure but the ſordid ones of ſenfe, hath. 
run fo faſt his mad career, in the vile ſervice of 
thoſe Pleafures, that he hath outſtripp'd, as it 
were, and left lagging behind, the enfeebled pow- 
ers of his nature and eonſtitution; and, burnt up: 
with fierce defire, looks with the keen torment of 
bitter reflection, on the fenfualift once wallowing, 
in the mire cf foul indulgence, the miſerable ſen- 
ſualiſt which he once was! 1 

Oh, my young friends, would you eſcape the 
horrors of ſuch a defpicable ſtate, learn in early 
pres to keep the rem upon your inferior defires : 

Reſolve to give reaſon the rule, and firmly eftabliſh 
the dominion of the ſoul. over appetite, and ſenſe. 
For, though it is ſcaxce to be conceived that there 
ean be an object more miſerable, than the man in- 
dapacitated to gratify his paſſions, while ſtill 3 

| | | wit 
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Y with the defire to do ſo; yet, this miſery is fre- 

quently . mented by many ſevere and aggravat- 

ing circumſtances: Some of them ariſing from the 

poignancy of that reflection, and the ſcorpion 

ſtings of that conſcience,” which we ſpoke of be- 

fore; circumſtances, edg'd no doubt with a pecu- 

har keermeſs by the juſt vengeance of heaven, in 

order to convince the man, fs long a mere ſhve to- 

his body, that he has not a body only: Thele tor- 
ments prove feelingly that he has a ſoul. 

But, beſides theſe, even the body itſelf, that 
poor periſhing ſyſtem of clay, which he hath fo- 
pamper'd, fed and nouriſn'd; which. he hath fo: 
indulged, with all the defires ol its kindred brutes: 

that body, which he hath. made the inflrament of 

aſl his unworthy purſuits and defires ; Even that 
very body, as if reverting againſt. its abuſe, as if, 

in combination with the foul, to teach man better 
wiſdom, and to: affert the high. prerogative of his. 
nature; even that very body will, by ſevereſt diſ- 
eaſes and aeuteſt pains, convict the man, that the. 
unreſtrained gratification of ſenſual Pleaſures, was: 
never deſignꝰd for him; and that the certain con- 
fequence of ſueh Pleafure is no leſs the debilitatij- 
on and deſtruction of the animabh than it is the 
diſgrace, and will be the eternal puniſhment of the: 
rationat nature! 

For, it has been well, and very reaſonably; pres 
ſumed, that the paſſions which men encourage, 
and the principles which they have imbibed, and 
made the ruling ones of their lives, will not only 
continue with them in a ſtate of future exiſtence, 
but continue in that ſtate, if evil, to be their chief 
tormentors. For the ſoundation of hell 1s certain 
Ty laid even here, in men's own depraved diſpoſi- 
tions and habits : it is not to be ſuppoſed that a 
miraculous change ſhalt be wrought upon them at 
death: Such as they depart out of this world, N 
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muſt they enter into the next: And. in this view, 
how eaſy is it to conceive the horrible, the inex- 
preſſible torture men muſt ſuffer from the tyranny 
and dominion of thoſe paſſions, which, for ever 
incapable of gratification, muſt remain, like vul- 
tures ggawing at the heart: 
It may perhaps be ſaid, that this reaſoning holds 


with leſs force in regard to merely ſenſual appetites 
and paſſions, than any other; for, as they owe 
their exiſtence to the body, ſo with the death of 
that body it may be preſumed that they will alſo 
die and be done away: But this reaſoning will not 
hold, on many accounts, ſince the ſubjection of 
the ſoul to the body, in the firſt place, tends great- 
ly to ſenſualize the ſoul itſelf; to degrade its ideas, 
and to render it earthly, mean, and baſe : ſince, 
again, no man can ſo purſue merely animal propen- 
ſities, as not to engage, and at length. totally to 
immerge and defile the ſoul with them; for ſo eloſe 
is the union of our natures, that however the one 
may awhile oppoſe the other, yet, ſo painful and 
diſſatisfactory is the ſtruggle, that it will certainly 
at length ſubſide; and the nature, whether animal 
or rational, to which we give the preference, will 
aſſuredly bring tlie other to a conſent, and concur- 
rence with it. Beſides, ſenſual Pleaſures, and.the 
indulgence of the animal paſſions, have ſo natu- 
ral and neceſſary a tendency: to abſorb every noble 
faculty and ſentiment: in the .ſoul, that. it is, eaſy. 
to, conceive. the powers of that ſoul not only ab- 
ſorb'd in brutiſn ſenſuality, but loſt at once to eve- 
ry thing great and good, while every thing worth- 
leſs and abominable ſprings up in the rank, uncul- 
— 11 l eee 
For, ſuch is the nature of man, that as. the ſtu- 
dious and diligent culture even of one Virtue ne- 
ceſſarily improves and meliorates the reſt; ſo, with 
reſpect to Vice, ſuffer but one. to grow ane 
| 9 1 0 — ol 
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and luxuriant in the ſoul, and, like a baneful 
weed, it will ſhed its poilonous influence around, 
deſtroy: the growth of every thing ſalutary near it, 
and ſuffer only weeds: and poiſon, like itſelf, to 


ſpread and flouriſh. . | 

The truth is, you may as well expect the man 
of Religion and. Virtue to allow. himſelf in the 
moſt vicious practices, as for the Senſualiſt, the 
Slave to his Paſſions, to cultivate Virtue in his 
heart; or, while he indulges his appetites, to be 
improving his rational. and divine nature: So that, 
to the other evils attending the indulgence of the 
Paſſions, this may be added, that were not this 
indulgence criminal. in itſelf, contrary to the laws, 
and moſt certainly ſubjecting us to the juſt judg- 
ment of our Redeemer, yet would iit aſſuredly ſub> 
ject us to that judgment; yet would it- aſſuredly 
be criminal, and attended. with the moſt fatal 
confequences to cur eternal welfare; in that it ut- 
terly precludes all moral improvement, and inca- 
pacitates for that purification and holineſs of heart, 
without which, we are informed, no man ſhall ſee 
God! ; S. 125 

More than this need not be offered to convince: 
you, my young friends, of the meanneſs, the ſin- 
tulneſs, the many and certain ill conſequences to 
your-preſent and ſuture peace, which muſt follow 
an indulgence | in- ſenſual Fleaſures; Pleaſures, 
which belong, to one part of your nature only, and 
that infinitely the loweſt; Pleaſures common to 
you with the animals, and perhaps (as they are 
animals only) ſuch-as they-enjoy much more than 
man, whoſe rational nature places him fo far above 
theſe ſenſual. ſordid gratifications. And. yet, —4 
what a reproach to reaſon !-— Man even in theſe 


* 


low and beſtial purſuits, runs riot in ſcandalous. 
exceſs, unknown to the animals themſelves ! 


But 
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But further than this, theſe Pleaſures are ſhort 
and paſling ; bear no refte&tion or review; are ac- 


companied with the ſevereſt reproaches of mind, 
often with the aeuteſt pains and torments of bo- 


dy; and the ſad total of the whole account at the 
end is; a foul alienated for ever from its God, and. 
deſtined to paſs an eternity of deſpair amidſt all 
the horrors of ſelf-condemnation *. | 

Are not all theſe arguments ſufficient to raiſe in 


your ſouls (my young friends) a thorough indigna- 


tion at, and a firm reſolve to guard againſt, the ty- 
ranny of thoſe ſenſual paſſions, which will work: 
ſuch woe, and bring down fuck deſtruction. upon 
their deluded and abandoned devotees ? 
You cannot have fo little taſte for genuine Plea- 
ſure, you cannot have fo little ſentiment for true 
honour, you cannot have fo little prudence for 
your own intereſts, your own. moſt: important in- 
tereſts in time and eternity, as to enſlave yourſelves. 
to this vile tyranny ; as to degrade your rational: 


and immortal: nature beneath that of the beaſts. 


which periſn; as to leave the food of angels, and 
to feed upon huſks with ſwine; as to deſtroy. all 
your own precious hopes and expectations in this 
life, as to deſtroy all the fond hopes and expecta- 
tions of thoſe who are ſolicitous for your welfare, 
as to deſtroy all. thoſe hopes in. future life, which 
are mme peculiar prerogative. and. diſtinguiſhing 
glory of man: As, in ſhort, to live the life of 


animals on earth, and to become the companions: 


of devils hereaſter: And this, all this for the poor, 
paſſing, ruinous indulgence of appetites, which, 
however they may ſparkle in the glaſs, in the end, 


bite like a ſerpent, and fling like an adder. 
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| See by all means the fine paſſages of c 36ers, on Pleaſure,. 


in this Treatiſe on Old Age. Set, 12, Sec, Edit, Olivet, Q, 


SERMON' X. 233 
Our next diſcourſes will verify theſe general re- 


marks; for we will give inſtances of ſome ſenſual 
Pleaſures, which, however commonly purſued, 
will appear to be fatally productive of every evil 
conſequence we have here cnumerated. 

And when this ſhall be found to be the caſe, let 
me earneſtly intreat that you will carefully ſtore up 
tneſe conſiderations in your minds: Man, in gene- 
ral, but youth in particular, hath no enemy ſo 
great, as the enemy within; the depraved and 
ſtrong paſſions of his fallen nature. Nor hath re- 
ligion any work more important, and perhaps more 
difficult, than the duly regulating, and properly 
governing thoſe paſſions. It. will certainly tend to 
facilitate this important work, if you are juſtly 
ſenſible of .its difficulties, and of the imminent 
dangers which attend its neglect; and nothing 
ean make you more ſenſible hereof, than a right 
knowledge and conſtant remembrance of the in- 
numerable and deſtructive evils, which attend the 
indulgence of your paſſions. | 

Keep this ever in. view, and I dare pronounce, 
that through the grace of God you will fail clear, 
(my young friends) nor be ſhipwrecked on thofe 
rocks, where ſo many of the hopeful. and amiable 
have unhappily been loſt. And though the violent 

gales of domineering paſſion may chance to blow 
you tranſverſe ; though your veſſel may be endan- 
ger'd, or even ſuffer ſomething in the ſtorm; yet 
tear not; A conſtant eye to your principles will 
guide you aright; nor will it be poſſible that rea- 
lon and virtue ſhould ever totally fink and be loſt 
in your hearts, if once clearly convinc'd, you e- 
ver retain a juſt and feeling remembrance of this 
| truth; * Ihat the paſſions, however. good ſer- 
- MW Vots, are cruel and tyrannical lords; which never 
fail to keep their ſlaves in miſerable, painful and 
diſtreſsful captivity, and in the end to plunge them 
| h 4 into 
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into the black and horrible dungeons of remorſe 
and deſpair.” ' HER 8 | 


ANECDOTES reſpecting Pleaſure. 


1, The following-portrait of vicious Pleaſure: 
is given by an ingenious writer, after the manner 
of Plato, . *Pleafure, : ſays he, is a beautiful har- 
lot ſitting>in; her chariot, whoſe four wheels ars 
pride,.gluttony, luſt and idleneſs. Ihe two horſes 
are proſperity and abundance ; the two drivers are 
indolence and ſecurity :* Her attendants and follow- 
ers are guilt, grief, late repentanee (if any) and of- 
ten death and ruin. Many great men, many 


ſtrong men, many rich men, many hopeful men, 


and many young men have come to; their end by 
her, but never any enjoyed full and true content 
by means of her.“ | | ee SR BE 
222. The excellence of the noble allegory fubjoin- 
ed is ſuch, as to afford hopes: that it may ſtand as 
an apology for its length: it was originally written 
by an old Author, named Prodicus, but recom- 
mended and embelliſhed by Socrates, and has late- 
ly bzen honoured by elegant tranſlations into Eng- 
- Uſh verſe *. It is: a deſeription of Virtue and 
Pleaſure: making their court to Hercules, under 
the appearance of two beautiful women. When 
Hercules, ſays the venerable moraliſt, was in that 
part of his youth, it which it was natural for him 
to conſider what courſe of life he ought to purſue, 
he one day retired into a deſart, where. the ſilence 


and ſolitude of the place very much favoured: his 
meditations: As he was muſing on his preſent con- 
dition, and very much perplexed in himſeif on the 


ſtate of life he ſhould chooſe, he ſaw two women of 
a larger ſtarure than ordinary, approaching towards 


him. One of them had a very noble air, and graceful 


* See Sermon 11th, part 2. at the beginning. 
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deportment; her beauty was natural and eaſy, her 
perſon clean and unſpotted, her eyes caſt towards 
the ground with an agreeable reſerve; her motion 
and behaviour full of modeſty, and her raiment 
white as ſnow. The other had..a great deal of 
Health and Floridneſs in her- countenance; which 
ſhe had helped with an artificial colouring, and 
endeavoured to appear more than ordinarily grace 
ful in her mein, by a mixture of affectation in alk 
her geſtures. She had a wonderful confidence and 
aſſurance in her looks, and all the variety of colours 
in her dreſs, that ſhe thought were the moſt. pro- 
per to ſhew her complexion, to an. advantage. She 


caſt her eyes upon herſelf, then turned. them on. 


thoſe who were preſent, to ſee how. they liked her, 
and often looked on the figure ſhe made in her o.]ꝗ m 
ſhadow. Upon her nearer approach to Hercules, 
ſhe ſtepped before the other lady (who came for- 
ward with a regular compoſed carriage) and run- 
ning up to him, accoſted him after the following 
manner: My dear Hercules, I find you are very, 


much divided. ia your own thoughts upon the way 
of life that: you ought. to chooſe. Be my: 


friend and follow me. VIL lead you into the poſ- 
ſeſſion. of . pleaſure, ..and out of tne reach of pain, 
and. remove you from all the.noife and diſquietude 
of buſineſs.” The affairs either of. war or peace ſhall 
have no power to diſturb.you. . Your. whole. em- 
ployment ſhall be to make your life eaſy, and to 
entertain every ſenſe. with its proper : gratification. 
Sumptuous tables, beds of roſes, clouds of per- 
fumes, concerts of muſick, erowds of beauties, are 
all in a readineſs to receive you : Come along 


with me into this region of.delights, this world of 


Pleaſure, and bid farewell for ever to care, to pain, 
to buſineſs. Hercules, hearing the fair inviter 
talk after this manner, interrupted her a moment 


to inquire. her name: To which ſhe anſwered, 
(e Mx 
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My friends, and thoſe who are well acquainted 


with me, call-me'yarpiness ; but my enemies, 
and thoſe whO would injure my reputation, have 
given me the name of PEE ASURE.“ - By this time 
the other lady was come up, who addreſſed herſelf 


t the young hero in a very different manner. 


4 Hercuies,. ſaid the, I offer myſelf to you, be- 


cauſe I know you are deſcended from the gods, 
and give rain, 


age. This makes me hope you will gain both 


for yourſelf and me an immortal reputation. But 


before I invite you into my ſociety and friendſhip 
J will be open and ſincere with you, and muſt lay 
down this as an eſtabliſned truth, That there is 
nothing truly valuable which can be purchaſed 


without pains or labour. The gods have ſet a 


price upon every real and noble Pleaſure. If you 
would gain the favour of the Deity, you muſt be at 


the pains of worſhipping him; if the friendſhip of 


d men, you muſt ſtudy to oblige them ; if you 


would be honoured by your country, you muſt. 
fake careto ſerve it : In ſhort, if you would be emi-- 
nent in war or peace, you muſt become maſter 


of all the qualifications that can make you ſo. 
Theſe are the only terms and conditions upon 
which I can propoſe happineſs.” Here (con- 
tinues the fabuliſt) the goddeſs of PLEASURE broke 


in upon the diſcourſe ; . You ſee, Hercules, by 


her own confeſſion, that the way-to her Pleaſure 


is long and difficult; whereas that which I propoſe 
is ſhort and eaſy..— “ Alas!“ returned the other 


amiable figure {whoſe viſage glowed with a paſſion 
made up of ſcorn and pity) what are the Plea- 


ſures you propoſe To eat before you are hungry; 
to drink before you are athirſt; to ſleep before you 


are tired; to gratify appetites before they are raiſ- 


ed, and to raiſe ſuch appetites as nature never 


planted ! You never heard the moſt delicious mu- 


ſick, 


s of that deſcent by your love to vir- 
tue, and application to the ſtudies proper for your 
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the account we have of the life of this memorable 


SO ws 
ſick, which is, the praiſe of one's ſelf; nor ſaw 


the moſt heautiful object, which is, the work of 
one's own hands. Your votaries paſs away their 
youth in a dream of miſtaken Pleaſures, while they 
are hoarding up anguiſh, torment, and remorie 
for old age. As for me, I am the friend of Gods, 


and of good men; an agreeable companion to the 


artiſan, an houſhold guardian to the fathers of fa- 


-milies, a patron and protector of ſervants, an a- 


ſociate in all true and generous friendſhips. The 


'banquets of my votaries are never coftly, but al- 
ways delicious; for none eat or drink at them who 


are not invited by hunger and thirſt : Their ſlum- 
bers are ſound, and their waking hours are chear- 


ful. My young men have the pleaſure of hearing 
themſelves praiſed by thoſe who are in years, of be- 


ing honoured by thoſe who are young. In a word, 


my followers are favoured by the gods, beloved 
by their acquaintances, eſteemed by their country, 
and, after the cloſe of their labours honoured by 


poſterity, and received up into heaven. Here 
ſays the Mythologift, they ended: We know by 


heroe in aneient ſtory, to which of theſe two fair 
advocates he gave up his heart. And, I believe 
every one who reads this will do him the juſtice to 
approve his choice of Virtue, in preference to vo- 
luptuoſneſs and vicious indulgence. 

3. There is not, ſays Mr. Addiſon, a com- 


mon faying which has a better turn of ſenſe in it, 
than what we often hear in the mouths of the vul- 


gar, That cuſtom is a ſecond nature.” Dr. 
Plot, in his hiftory of Staffordſhire, tells us of an 
idiot, who chancing to live within the.ſound of a 
clock, and always amuſing himſelf with counting 
the hour of the day whenever it ſtruck, the clock 
being ſpoiled by ſome accident, the Idiot continued 
to ſtrike and count the hour without the help of it. 
in the ſame manner as he had done when it was 
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intire. Though I dare not vouch for the truth of 
this ſtory, z it is very CO OY has a me- 
chanical effect upon the body, at the ſame time 


that it has a very extraordinary influence on the 
mind, and a wonderful efficacy in making every 


thing pleaſant to us. Iis very obſervable, for in- 
ſtance how our delight in any particular ſtudy, art 
or ſcience, riſes and improves in proportion to the 
application which we beſtow upon it. Thus what 
was at. firſt an exerciſe, becomes at length an en- 


tertainment; our employments are changed into 


our diverſion.: Ihe mind grows fond of thoſe ac- 
tions ſhe is accuſtomed to, and is drawn with re- 
luctancy from thoſe paths in which | ſhe is 
zuſed to walk. Now, if we conſider atten- 


tively this property of human nature, it may in- 


ſtruct us in very fine moralities. In particu- 
lar, I would recommend to every one that ad- 
mirable precept, which Pythagoras is ſaid to have 
given to his diſciples, and which that Philoſopher 


muſt have drawn from the obſervation I have en- 


larged upon: Optimum vitæ genus eligito, nam 
conſuetudo faciet jucundifiimum.: Pitch upon 
that courſe of life, which is the moſt excellent, and 
cuſtom will render it the moſt delightful” Men 
whole.circumſtances will permit them to chooſe 


their own way of life, are inexcuſable if they do 


not purſue that which their judgement maſt; tell 
them is the-moſt laudable. The voice of reaſon 


is more to.be regarded than the bent of any preſent 


inclination, ſince by the rule abovementioned, in- 
elination will at length come over to reaſon, though 
we can never force reaſon to comply with inclina- 
tion. This obſervation may alſo teach us to take 
particular care, when we are once ſettled in a re- 
gular courſe of life, how we too frequently indulge 


purſelves even in the moſt innocent diverſions and 
Tra .enter- 


tor, N44; ©, 
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entertainments; ſince te mind may inſenſibly fall 


off from the reliſh of virtuous actions, and by de- 
grees exchange that pleaſure which it takes in the 
performance of its duty, for delights of a much 


more inferior and unprofitable nature. Beſides 


this, every the moſt ſenſual and irreligious man 
may hence be taught to overlook thoſe hardſhips 


and difficulties, -which-are apt to diſcourage him 
from the : proſecution of a virtuous life. The 
gods, ſaid Heſiod, have placed labour before vir- 
tue: The way to her is at firſt rough and difficult, 
but grows more ſmooth and eaſy the further you 


advance in it. The man who proceeds in it with 


Readineſs. and reſolution, will in a little time find 


that her wavs are ways of pleaſantneſs, and that all 


her paths are peace: In:ſhort, the practice of re- 
Jigion will not only be attended with that pleaſure, 
which naturally accompanies thoſe actions to-which 
we are habituated, but alſo with thoſe ſupernumer- 
ary joys-of heart, which ariſe from the conſciouſ- 


neſs of ſuch: a pleaſure; from the ſatisfaction f 
acting up to the dictates of reaſon, and from the 
proſpect of an happy unmortality,” See Specta- 


4. A gentle man lately deceaſed, in a letter to 


his only ſon, has this juſt idea of the ſuhject. The 


Pleaſuxe, ſays he, of being good, will alone bear 


the teſt of the queſtion,” what is Pleaſure? Eve- 


ry other temporary gratification, :- however beauti- 
ful, and in its appearance alluring, like the ſenſi- 


tive plant fades away at the approach of rational 


reflection, and diſcovering its deceit, imbitters the 
recollection. Goodneſs is ever the ſame; ſub- 
ject to no change; lovely in its aſpect, trans 


uin enjoyment, .. and at each review, with the mo 


Pleaſng complacency heightens the remember- 
ance,” 


5. Dr, 
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5. Dr. Voung is a noble idea of true, rational 
and Chriſtian Pleaſure, and muſt pleaſe the reader 
on a ſubject of this critical i . er In his _ 
Night he lays, 5 I 


40 Who, can refit her charms ? Or ſhould, Loren. 


204 
What e ſhall reſiſt, hive angels yield ? 


Pleaſure's the miſtreſs of ethereal powers; 


For her contend the rival Gods above: 
Pleaſure's the miſtreſs of the world below, 


And well it is for man, that pleaſure charms : 

How would all ftagnate, but for pleaſure's ray! 

How would the frozen ſtream of action ceaſe ! 
WMhhat is the pulſe of this ſo buſy world? 
The love of pleaſure: That, through every vein 


Throws motion, warmth; and un out Goth 
from life. f 


And as her Empire wich; Hor pralle 78 jolt. 
Patron of pleaſure ! doater on delight! 1 3 
J am thy rival; pleafure I profeſs; 
Pleaſure, the purpoſe of my gloomy ſong. 
Pleaſure, is nought but Virtue'e gayer name; 
] wrong her ſtill, I rate her worth too low; 
Virtue the root, and pleaſure is the "rea 
Brough forth by wiſdom, nurs'd-in Ailing, 
By patience taught, by perſeverance crown'd, 


She rears her head Majeſtic : Round her throne 


Erected in the boſom of the juſt, ) 

Fach virtue liſted, forms her. ity guard. 
Great Legiſlator I Searce ſo great, as kind ! 
I men are rational, and love Delight, - 
Thy gracious law but flatters human choice: 5 
In the tranſgreſſion lies the penalty 
And they the moſt indulge, who moſt be 


Not 


Wk Sos. Gf. 
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Not to turn human brutal, but to build wi | 


Divine on human, Pleaſure came from Heaven. FC 

Pleaſure firſt ſuccours virtue; in return "A | 
Virtue gives pleaſure an eternal reign, | Wi 
Glide then for ever, pleaſure's ſacred ſtream ! 1 30 
Througli Eden as Euphrates ran, it runs. N 
And foſters every growth of human life; 160 


Makes a new Eden where it flows ; but ſuch Rl 
As muſt be loſt, Lorenzo ! by thy fall. 1 


Her glorious ends, by kind, or by degree 1. 
When Pleaſure violates, tis then a Vice, | 1 
And vengeance too; it haſtens into pain. 
From due refreſhment, life, health, reaſon, joy; 
From wild exceſs, pain, grief, diſtradtion, death; 


Heav'ns juſtice this proclaims, and that his love. 7 
What greater evil can I wiſh my foe, 4 
Than his full draught of pleaſure from a caſk N 
Unbroach'd by juſt authority, ungaug'd bh 
By temperance, by reaſon unrefin'd ? | 4 


A thouſand Demons lurk within the Lee. 


Heav'n, others, and ourſelves ! uninjur'd theſe, RY 
Drink deep ; the deeper then, the more divine. 4 
Angels are angels from indulgence there : We 
'Tis unrepenting pleaſure makes a God. +80 
9 without breathing, man as well might 4M 
Ope f 1 | 


For life, as without piety for peace,” - 


6. Sir Matthew Hale, in his excellent Contem- 
plations, has the following remark reſpecting tem- 
poral delights, if deſtitute of true religion.“ They _ 
are trimmed up with report and expectation; but 
in reality and in themſelves, they are like the ap- 
ples of Sodom, beautiful to the eye, but when 
touched vaniſhed into duſt. Solomon was certain- 
ly the wiſeſt, and externally-happieſt King that 

ot MW tbe world ever knew. NG the greateſt oppor- 


Vole 1 tunity 
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-tunity that ever man had, to take a full eſtimate of 
the world in its choiceſt enjoyments, by reaſon f 
his wealth and peace, his power and intereſt. He 
had a vaſt judgment and underſtanding of all things 
in nature, and could with exquiſite {kill and reliſh 
ſearch into and attain all that was extremely good 
and deſirable in this world: And this he did, nei- 
ther brutiſhly, as led thereto by ſenſuality, nor ſu- 
perficially; or barely by ſpeculation; but he made 
it his buſineſs not only ſtrictly to inquire into it hy 
his reaſon and judgment, but alſo really to expe- 
rience and try the matter after which he thus 
ſought. And at length what was the reſult 
After having thus climb'd as it were to the ſummit 
of all worldly enjoyment, and beheld the reſt of 
mankind, as well as they were able, reaching and 
clambering towards this precipice of temporal fe- 
Reity, e 69 0H) : | 


Dum monte potitus 


Spectat anhelantem dura ad faſtigia turbam) 
From this high mountain he beſpeaks mankind in 
his critical Book of Eccleſiaſtes, as it were in this 
manner: © Ye children of men, I ſee you are full 
of great expectations of, and hy means of worldly 
gratification ; and you take much pains for. the ac- 
quiſition of them. Liſten awhile to what I ſhall 
ſay. I have had. the opportunities of making a full 
diſcovery of the beſt that this world can afford ; 
wealth, honour, pleaſures of every ſort and kind; 
and ſuch opportunities as none of you ever had, 
or can expect, in order to the like diſcovery. 1 
have denied myſelf, in nothing that this world can 
adminiſter to give me content; I have had the moſt 
exquiſite taſte and enjoyment of all; and I have 


UN. now arrived at the very higheſt point of this moun- 
is . | tain of pleaſure and worldly fruition. But I find 
WH myſelf wholly deceived in what I expected - : 
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looked indeed for as high gratification as you do; 
but now, that I have taſted of every dith, I find 
them all to be but vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 
Nay, I have net only been diſappointed in what 
I expeced from them, but inſtead thereof, I have 
reaped nothing but ſorrow, anxiety, vexation. 
You do therefore deceive yourſelves in all the pains 

: you take, while ye think that from theſe ſublunary 
„ <rnjoyments ye ſhall acquire happineſs, yea, or ob- 
= tain real gratification in them. Be viſe then, and 
: take warning by me, the greateſt example that 
a ever the world knew of this kind : give up theſe 
„ laborious, buſy and vain purſuits of yours; and 
T take with you only this concluding leſſon of mine, 
f 
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which I have learned by infallible experience; {2 

Fear God, and keep his commandments, for "i 
1 this is the whole duty of man.? i: 
7. How glorious a ſhare of true pleaſure muſt 11 
Pliny the younger have enjoyed, when, having BY 
determined to gratify the public with 50,000 Liv- | 1 
res, he charged his eſtate with 3ooo per annum, + 


5 and ordered the ſum to be employed for the ſub- 
8 fiſtance of the poor of both ſexes; thus by his ſelf- 
j | denial, diffuſing joy through many a worthy heart! 
y | One of his frienas, however, reproved him for fo 
4 doing, obſerving how abſurd it was to have thus 
I ſtripped himſelf of his poſſeſſions, by the impoſing 
I! upon himſelf ſuch a law : To which he replied, 


And is it not right, to give the preference to pub- 


4 lic, rather than to private utility; to eternity rather 
, than to time ;. and to take more care /about the 
1 doing well, than the poſſeſſing much?“ 

a | 8. Apicius was a great epicure, according to 
fi the low and vulgar ſenſe of the word; but Apicius 
A was not a Pliny ; and yet Apicius had his plea- 
1 ſures, He had eaten, it ſeems, of a certain fiſh at 
d Minturna in Campania, where he was told, that 
I tne ſpecies was much larger in Africa, Upon 
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this he immediately equips a veſſel, and ſets fail 
for that coaſt. The navigation was difficult and 
dangerous ; But what will not hunger do? Apici- 
us is a man of pleaſure, and. appetite every league 
he travels inereaſes the neceſſity of gratification. 


When they arrived on the coaſt of Africa, ſeveral 
fiſhing bvats already zpprized of his voyage came 
to him, and brought him ſome of the fiſhes in queſ- 
tion; when, how great was his ſurprize and cha- 


grin, to find that they were not at all bigger than 
thoſe of Minturna ! Inſtantly therefore, without be- 


ing touched with the rational curioſity of ſeeing a 


country he had never viſited before; without any 
regard to the prayers of the people in bis train, 


 whowanted the refreſhments of the ſhore ; Apicius 


ordered hispilots to return to Italy, and thus ended 
his memorable adventure. 


9. It is with great ſatisfaction that we can quote 


the following, in honour of a living and exemplary 
character; and not unſuitably to the ſubject before 


us. Mr. Boſwell in his. account of General Paoli 


obſerves, . that his notions of morality are high and 
refined; ſuch as. become the father of a nation. 


He told me, one day, that his father had brought 


him up with great ſtrictneſs, and that he had very 


ſeldom deviated from the paths of virtue: That 


this was. not from a defect of feeling and paſſion ; 
but that his mind being filled with important ob- 
jects, his paſſions were employed in more noble 
purſuits than thoſe of licentious pleaſure. I faw 
(continues the author) from Paoli's example, the 
great art of preſerving young men of ſpirit from 
the contagion of vice, in which there is often a 


ſpecies of ſentiment, ingenuity and enterprize 
nearly. allied to virtuous qualities. Shew a young 


man that there is more real ſpirit in virtue than in 
vice, and you have a ſurer hold of him during his 
years of impetuoſity and paſſion, than by con- 


vincing 
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vincing his judgment of all the rectitude of e- 
thicks. 

10. Deſcartes (ſays a pleaſant writer in the 
Guardian) was the firſt who diſcovered a certain 
part of the brain, called by anatomiſts the Pineal: 


Gland, to be the immediate receptacle. of the ſoul, - 


where ſhe is affected with all ſorts of pereeptions, 


2nd exerts all her operations by the intercourſe of 
the animal ſpirits, which run through -the nerves: 
that are thence extended to all parts of the body. 


On the ſtrength of this Hypotheſis the writer (aſ- 


ſuming the character of an-inviſible inveſtigator of the 


mind) founds the following ingenious and impor- 


tant remark, whoſe moral is ſtrikingly obvious and 
worthy of attention. TI one day, ſays he, entered 
into the Pineal Gland of a certain perſon, - Who 
ſeemed very fit to give me an inſight into all that, 
which conſtitutes the happineſs of him who is call- 
ed Aman of Pleaſure. But I found myſelft 
not a little diſappointed in my notions of the plea- 
ſures Which attend a voluptuary, who has ſhaken 
off the reſtraints of reaſon, His Intelletuals, I. 
obſerved; were grown unſerviceable by too little 


uſe, and his Senſes were decayed and worn out by 


too much.. That perfect inaction of the higher 


powers prevented appetite, in prompting him to 
ſenſual gratifications, and the outrunning of na- 


tural appetite produced a loathing inſtead of a 
Pleaſure... I there beheld the intemperate crav-- 


ings of youth without the enjoyments of it, and 
the weakneſs of old age, without its tranquili- 


ty, When the paſſions were ſeized and arouſed 


by ſome powerful object, the effec was, not to de- 
light or ſooth the mind, but to torture it between 
the returning extremes of appetite and ſatiety. I 
law the wretch racked, at the ſame time, with a 
painful remembrance of paſt miſcarriages, a diſ- 
taſte of the preſent objects that ſollicit his ſenſes, 
and a ſecret dread of iuturity ; and I could ſee no 
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manner of relief or comfort in the ſoul of this mi- 


ſerable man, but what conſiſted in preventing his 
eure by inflaming his paſſions, and ſuppreſſing his 
reaſon, But though it muſt be owned, he had al- 
moſt quenched that light which his Creator had ſet 


up in his ſoul ; yet, in ſpight of all his efforts, I 


obierved at certain ſeaſons frequent flaſhes of Re- 
morle ſtrike through the gloom, and interrupt that 
ſatisfaction he enjoyed in hiding his own deformi- 
ties from himſelf.” See Guardian, N?. 35. 
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SER M O N XI.. 
On Impurity. 
PAR 1 
PR OV ERB S vii. 24; &. | 


Hearten noꝛu therefore unto me, O ye children, and 
attend to the words of my mouth. Let not thine 
heart decline to her ways; go not aſtray in her 
paths : For ſhe hath caſt down many wounded ; 
yea, many ſtrong men'have been ſlain by her, Her 
houſe is the way to hell, going. down lo the cham=- 
bers of. death, . | 


ICE RO has well obſerv'd, That there 

is not a more pernicious evil to Man, than. 
the luſt of ſenſual pleaſure; the fertile ſource of 
every deteſtable crime, and the peculiar enemy of 
the divine and immortal: ſoul *. This remark 
was fully verified in the laſt diſcourfe, wherein the 
baſeneſs and criminality of ſenſual pleaſures were 
ſhewn at large; where they were proved not only 
to be unworthy a man, but deſtructive even of the 
end at which they aim; in that they are merely 
animal, common to us with the beaſts that periſn; 
um that they are of: ſhort continuance, cloy upon 
repetition, bear no reflection, and bring no ſatiſ- 
faction to the thinking mind; but on the contra- 
ry, ſting that mind wich ſevereſt pangs, while af- 
flicting the body with terrible diſeaſe; and while - 


* Nullum capitaliorem peſtem, quam corporis voluptatem, 
hominibus a natura datam: Hine patriæ proditiones, & c. & c.— 
dee de Sen e ute, and the laſt Diſcourſe, p. 98. 
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depriving of the beſt joys, and moſt genuine plea- 
ſures of this life, incapacitating the immortal ſoul 
for any of the pure and refined joys of that which 
is to come. | 

This is true of all ſenſual Pleafures immoderate- 


Iy purſued, and gratified beyond the demands of 


reaſon and of nature. For full proof hereof, let 
us call to the bar of examination, Firſt, the Plea- 
ſures of IMPURIT ,“ and then thoſe of IN. 
TEMPERANCE:“ Let us develop their boaſted 
claims, drag them to the full light of impartial 
truth, and ſhew, that what has been obſerv'd of 
ſenſual Pleaſures in the general, belongs to each of 
them with a ſtrong and peculiar propriety, 


Solomon here again * leads us the way; and in 


that chapter of his admirable and inſtructive Pro- 


verbs, whence the text is taken, deſeribes in a beau- 


tiful and affecting manner, A young man void 
of underſtanding, as all young men, in ſuch 
circumſtances, may well be judged : A young man, 


_ deluded, captivated and undone, by the fair 


ſpeeches and flattering Hypocriſy of the ſubtile and 
pernicious Harlot, His painting is excellent; I 
beheld, fays he, among the youths, a young man 
void of. underſtanding, paſſing through the ſtreets, 
near her corner; and he went the way to her 
houſe ; in the twilight, in the evening, in the 
black and dark night. And behold there met him 
a woman, with the attire of an Harlot, and ſub- 
tile of heart : She is loud and ſtubborn : Her feet 
abide not in her houſe : Now is ſhe without; now 
in the ſtreets, and lieth in wait at every corner : 
With her much fair ſpeech ſhe cauſed this fimple 
one to yield ; with the flattering of her lips ſhe 
forced him : He goeth after her immediately, as 
an ox goeth to the ſlaughter, or as a fool to the 


* Sce the text of the foregoing Sermon, | 
| | Correc- 
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correction of the ſtocks : Till a dart ſtrike through 
his liver ! As a bird haſteth to the ſnare; and know 
eth not that it is for his life.“ 

Having thus painted in ſtrong and lively colours 
the affecting truth, the wiſe man addreſſes him 
felf to Vouth in general; and I could with, my 
young friends, to beſpeak you in his perſuaſive and 
inſtructive words, which I propoſe to make the 
foundation of what I ſhall. deliver to you on this 
ſubject.; Nice and delicate, I well know in itſelf, 
and demanding much prudence and caution in the. 
diſcuſſion; but at the ſame time peculiarly need 
iul, and never more ſo, than at a period, when tlie 
Vice of * Impurity” is ſpoken of with levity and 
{miles ; and ſcarce deemed ſinful, &kough it be in 
truth moſt abominable to God, moſt injurious to 
ſociety, and. moſt deſtructive of- perſonal comfort 
and ſatisfaction. $1 

With a view therefore to your preſervation from 
its ruinous conſequences, with a view to your pu- 
rity and peace, Hearken unto me, now, O ye 
children, and attend to the words, of my mouth; 
while, with the ſincereſt purpoſe to keep you froim 
thence, I point out to you the miſchiefs and the 
miſeries of. Her houſe” the ſubtle Harlot, Im- 
purity ; her houſe, which“ is the way to hell, 
going down to the chambers of death.” 

I ſaid:the . miſchiefs, and the miſeries“ of. 
her houſe.: And can that. be worthy to be gurſued. 
as a pleaſure, as the chief and ruling pleaſure of. 
our lives, which will -cestainly repay: our purſuit 
with miſchiefs, and with miſeries - Vet ſuch my 
young friends, ſuch unqueſtionably and-invanably 
are the wretched. wages, which the ſervants of Im- 
purity receive. £ 

I. In full proof hereof, conſider Firſt,. how con- 
tradictory this vice is to the:great laws. of Nature 
and of Reaſon, of Society and Religion. 

M.5 (1.3 If 
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(1.) It is an immediate oppoſition to the firſt of 
our“ Nature,” which enjoins the due ſubordina- 
tion and ſubjection of our inferior appetites and 
paſſions to the fuperior and ruling principle of 
the ſoul ; that principle, which diſtinguiſhes man 
from the animal creation ; and which, as it is our 
nobleft prerogative, ſo is it our higheſt duty, 
and our beſt happineſs to cultivate and im- 
prove, What then can be fo degrading to our 
nature, ſo contrary to the great purpoſe of our 
creation, as to reverſe this firſt and important law, 
by giving the reins of dominion to an inferior and. 
merely animal appetite, implanted in us, as a ſlave, 
to ſerve the purpoſes of our temporal exiſtence ; 
but then to ceaſe for ever? An appetite, which, 
however well and wiſely calculated by the great 
author of our being, for the ends of this life, is an 
appetite wholly of ſenſe, with which, abſtractedly 

- confidered, the mind has no concern ; but which, 
if induiged beyond the due bounds, tends above 
every ſenſual gratification to darken that mind, and 
to abſorb all its nobleſt faculties ; for“ Wine and 
women take away the heart.” What then can be 
fo contradictory to our nature, as to ſuffer a paſſi- 
on like this to uſurp the dominion; as to ſink our- 
ſelves down to a level with, nay, and even beneath 
the animal world ; when, by a due improvement. 
of that godlike principle thus degraded, we might 
rife to a rank in the intelligent creation, equally 
perhaps, if not ſuperior to that of angels 

(2.) Impurity, thus degrading our Nature no 
Teſs oppoſes the laws of Reaſon; whoſe pecu- 
tiar office it is to direct our condutt and form our 
manners, in ſuch a way, as becomes the rank and 
ſtation we bear in the univerſe. And while we 
boaſt of that reaſon, what perverſeneſs and folly is 
if to indulge a vice, and purſue a eonduct, which 1s 

at once molt oppoſite to, and moſt derogatory m— 
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the honour and the dictates of reaſon? And can 
any thing be more ſo than the unreſtrain'd gratifi- 
cation of impure deſires, with which reaſon is ſo 
far from concurring, that men are obliged to lull 
its keen remonſtrances in the tumult of paſſion, 
and the hurry. of ſenſual purſuits !- Spite of all 
which, in full proof of its prevalence and power 
it will often, in a ſilent moment be heard: with 
ſevere truth it will upbraid, if not convince the man 
of the utter contrariety of his conduct to the great 
laws and purpoſes of  his-exiſtence- in this world. 
Hence it is, that Solomon, with ſo much juſtice. 
calls all thoſe **- Simple ones, and.“ Void of un- 
derftanding,” who ſuffer themſelves to be deluded 
and undone by- the flattering inticements of the- 
harlot Impurity. | 
(3-) And, in further teſtimony of their want of 
underſtanding, or at leaſt of their acting in direct 
oppoſition to its dictates, let ſuch conſider again, 
that the vices of Impurity are in immediate contra-- 
diction. to the laws of Society ;” thoſe univerſal 
laws of - juſtice, honour and virtue, upon which 
all ſociety 18 founded, and upon the due obſerva- 
tion whereof the happineſs-and the-permanence of : 
that ſociety depends. Nothing, it is certain, con- 
duces more to corrupt the morals and deprave the 


minds of youth, than the unreſtrained gratification - 


of impure and luſtful deſires : Nothing conduces - 


more to ſpread: a general corruption of manners; 


nothing more affects and harms the neareſt and 
deareſt intereſts of men; nothing introduces great- 
er or more diſtreſsful injuries; and nothing is a 
greater prejudice or diſcouragement to juſt and ho- 
nourable marriage; that ſtate of higheſt felicity, 
ordained by God himſelf; productive of the trueſt 
and moſt ſubſtantial comforts to the human race, 

and the only ſure and infallible ſource of popupula- 

tion! 
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1 tion ! Can any thing then be conceived more per- 
W nicious and deſtructive to ** Society?” than a Vice, 
1 which is pregnant with ſo many evils; and which, 
1 conſidered in whatever view, is contrary to all its 
De | intereſts, and ſubverſive of all its beſt founda- 

48 tions ? | 
1 (A.) The laws of Nature, of Reaſon, of Society 

bl. (calculated, in every reſpect, to produce and to 

. ſecure the happineſs of man) are but tranſcripts, if 

FN 1 may ſo ſay, of the Divine Laws ;” which, 
1 communicated to us by reaſon and revelation, give 

+ us the faireſt ideas of His bright perfections, who 
"08 is the God, the father, and the benefactor of the 

human race; and who never preſeribed or enjoined. 

"i one precept, but with a gracious view to the Good, 

"i" the preſent and eternal good of his creatures. 

1 Hence all his injunctions in the divine revelation 
=; which he hath made of his will, with uniform 

. beauty and excellence, tend to inſtruct man in the 

4 true ſtate of his nature; to inform him of its origi» 

5 nal dignity and unhappy fall; and. particularly of 
5 its capability te. aſſert again, through the mer- 
. cies of Chriſt, all the privileges and. the bleil- 


ings of that native dignity, Called hereto by every. 
moſt powerful and perſuaſive motive, man is in- 
formed. that his triumph is ſure, and his reward 
ineſtimable, if, ſuperior to ſenſe and to appetite, he 
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God, his great pattern and exemplar, is. pure. 
1 Hence, when the divine Redeemer deliver'd his 
WY inſtructive ſermon. on the mount, one amongſt. the 
= fiitof his bleſſed aphoriſms was, Happy are the 
pure in heart, for they ſhall lee. God.!“ See him 
now, on the elevated height of a contemplative 


mind, defecated from all the defilements. of ſin, 
an 
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improves the godlike principle of reaſon and virtue 
within. him, and purifies himſelf, even. as his. 


mity with this. beatitude, we find our Lord not on- 
ly diſcountenancing and diſcommending every ex- 
ternal act of Impurity and Concupiſcenece ; but 
even levelling his heart-ſearching laws againſt that 
concupiſcence itſelf: ; aſſuring mankind that in the 
eſtimate of all diſcerning wiſdom, the impure in- 
tention, if cheriſhed in the heart, would as certain - 
ly conſtitute guilt, as the impure act and ꝓerpetra- 
tion itſelf :. ** Whoſoever looketh upon a woman, 
to luſt after her, — with this view. and defign— 
% hath already. committed Impurity with. her. in 
„ his heart *.“ | | 
No further proof need be brought to few. how 
contradictory to the law. of God is the pradtice of 
Impurity. Indeed, it is ſo utterly and diametrical- 


ly oppoſite to the whole ſpirit of. the. Chriſtian Re- 


velation, that whoever lives in the. gratification of 
impure deſires, muſt of neceſſity give up all hopes 
from the mercy of that Redeemer, the great buſi- 


neſs of whole life and death it was to redeem and 
_ purify. his people from all iniquity, and to perfect 


them in holineſs ;, that they might be fit to enjoy. 
that kingdom, << where nothing defiling can ever 
enter.“ 8 | os 

There are, however, one-or-twor-conſiderations- 
peculiar to the: Chriſtian Religion, which ought. 
never to be omitted on this ſubject, as they are no 
leſs forcible in themſelves, than they are adapted to 
wol k upon every thinking and ingenuous mind ;. 
and theſe. are drawn from. the. ** Inhabitation of 
Gcd's Holy Spirit in the, bodies of believers, as his 
temples ;” and. “ from their. being incorporated 
by raith,. as living members, into the pure and im- 
maculate body. of Jeſus: ©hriſt.” St. Paul urges 
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and of ſenſe; ſee him hereafter, ia: the pure viſion. 
of perfect intellectual Pleaſure. And, in confor- 
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them both in the ſixth chapter of his firſt epiſtle te 
the Corinthians. Concerning the latter he ſpeaks 
thus, reaſoning againſt every ſpecies and degree of 
Impurity; Know ye not that your bodies are the 


members of Chriſt?— Shall I then take the mem 


bers of Chriſt, and make them the members of an 
Harlot?—” Shall I, when enjoying the higheſt 
and moſt. honourable privileges that a human 
oreature can enjoy, incorporated by faith into 


Chriſt, and made by baptiſm a member of his pure 


and precious body ;- ſhall I, in contempt of that 
privilege, in vile abuſe of my Saviour, and to the 
utter diſgrace and ruin of myſelf; ſhall I be ſo 
weak, and ſo wicked as to indulge a mean, mo- 
mentary, debaſing and merely ſenſual appetite! 
—— St, Paul diſclaims the thought with an indig- 
nant God forbid ! And may: that God grant: 
that we may all be enabled, with equal indignati- 
on, forever to diſclaim it! But, he goes further, 
to mark in the ſtrongeſt colours poſfible, the op- 
probrium, and the extreme ſinfulneſs of this Vice: 
What, know ye not (ſays he) that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt which is in you, 
— which. ye have of God; and ye are not your. 
own ; for ye are bought with a price, &c.. 
Can you then be ſo ſenſeleſs, and ſo deſperate in 
your guilt,” as to defile and defecrate. this holy 
temple, henoured with fo. divine and fo. pure an 
inhabitant ? To deſecrate it by the gratification of 
tufts, which are unworthy of your character, and 
common to you with the loweſt of the herd; which 
degrade your nature, darken your reaſon; pollute. 
your ſoul, - deſtroy 'your-peace and alienate'you . 
from a God of purity-for ever? Oh, my young 
friends, ever bear in mind that, conſecrated as you 
are to the ſervice of Chriſt, that beſt of maſters ; 


dedicated to him, when the croſs was marked up- 
on 
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on your innocent and infant brows ; ever bear: in 
mind the high obligations under which your bap- 

tiſmal covenant lays you; ever remember the in- 
eſtimable privileges of that covenant, hereby you 
are made Members of Chriſt, children of God, 
and heirs of the kingdom of heaven; whereby the 
inhabitation of the bleſſed ſpirit is promiſed; and 
ſecured to you; and let no temptations of defiling 
vale allure you to renounce. theſe privileges, the- 
noble charter of your birth and. the firm foundation 
of all your future. hopes and happineſs! Well. 
conſider, . what the gratification of. youthful luſts 
and defires can. beſtow, adequate to the loſs to the 
miſery which it will afſuredly.occafion-: and while 
a juſt ſenſe of what you are through Chriſt; while 
a juſt gratitude for all the unſpeakable bleſſings and 
honours ariſing: from your union with him; while. 
an ingenuous ſhame leſt you ſhould, forfeit .or diſ- 
grace that union; and while a lively and generous - 
ardour to improve and walk worthy of it; — while 
theſe conſiderations influence, animate and direct 
you. Take a view with me farther, of the miſ- 
chiefs and the miſeries“ which infallibly ariſe from 
the practice of Impurity; take a view of its neceſ- 

ſary and natural ill- conſequences, as well to others 


For, neither the laws of God or of man are 
founded in fancy or caprice: It is not to be ſup- 
poſed that the all- wiſe and all-bounteous Father of 
mankind would ever impoſe a precept upon his 
creatures, with a view to command or to prohibit 
aught that was uneſſential to their real well- being. 
Conſummate in felicity as in glory, our God has 
not, cannot be ſuppoſed to have, any end either 
in creating or governing us, but the great the be- 
nevolent end of our happineſs; and conſequently, - 
we may be aſſured that whatever he prohibits with 
paternal care and love. is deſtructive of that hap- 
pineſs. And like the laws of God, thoſe of ſocie- 

no a ty 
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ty alſo, founded on the baſis of right reaſon and the 
mutual advantage of mankind are and ever ought 
to be highly reſpectable in our fight; as their obſer- 
vance tends not only to our own, but to the ge- 
neral peace and ſecurity. 
Hlaving therefore ſeen how contradictory to theſe 
laws the practice of Impurity is, we will enter a 
little into the ſpirit and the reaſon of them, and 
ſhew that they prohibit, with ſtrict ſeverity this 
vice, becauſe it. is no leſs injurious-to our neighbour. 
than it is in every reſpect injurious to ourſelves.— 
But copious as this. topic is, and not poſſibly to be 
treated of as it ought in what remains of the. pre. 
ſent diſcourſe, Iwill poſtpone it to the next: When 
if it ſhall fully appear, as I perſuade myſelf it will, 
that the unbridled and unlawful gratification. of 
| impure and unchafte deſires is prejudicial to ſociety . 
in the higheſt degree, infficts the ſevereſt.. injuries, 
and brings the moſt complicated miſeries upon our 
fellow creatures, while at the ſame time it is in a 
peculiar manner deſtructive of perſonal peace and 
latisfaction; ruinous to the ſoul, the body, the re- 
putation, the fortune: If theſe evils ſhall appear 
to be the natural and almoſt neceſſary conſequences 
of this foul. and pernicious Vice ; certainly, my 
young friends, I ſhall not need many arguments 
to diſſuade you from the practice and the-purſuit of 
that, which ſo far from pleaſure, will pierce your 
fouls with; ſevereſt pain. ! 

I have before obſerved to.you *, and I cannot 
repeat the-obſervation too often, how much and 
how fatally-men are apt-to deceive both themſelves 
and others, by falſe names, and palliating appella- 
tions; whereby. Vice is taught to aſſume a ſpecious 
garb, and under that garb often gains admiſſion, 
where, in her own native and deformed appearance, 

me would be ſeen with deteſtation, and rejected with 
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SERMON KI. 257 
horror, Tis peculiarly the cafe with reſpect to 
the deſtructive crime we would develope and decry, 
becauſe fully aſcertained, my young friends, of its 
malignant and fatal influence to all your beſt and 
moſt important intereſts. Mark how, to palliate 
its guilt—mark how, to hide its foul deformity, 
the ſubtle enemy of ſouls not only induces its aban- 
doned votaries to treat it with the moſt unſeemly 
and unbecoming lightnefs, and to ſpeak of it even 
with all the boaſting of deteftable indecency ;. but 
to call by the very name of MEN oF PLEA- 
3URE,” thoſe miſerable profligates, who are in every 
reipect as undeſerving of the name, as we are ig- 
norant of the nature of true Pleaſure. en, wha 
unreſtrain'd byprinciple,uncontrolled by law human 
or divine, make no ſcruple of breaking through 
the moſt ſacred ties, the moſt ſolemn obligations; 
heſitate not to wound-with the keeneſt anguiſh, and 
to injure in the moſt irreparable manner, ſo they 
can but gratify thoſe foul luſts and impure defires, 
which they dignify with the name of Pleaſures. 
Oh my young friends, Gad forbid that, captivated 
by theſpecious name, you ſhould ever commence 
Men of Pieafure,” to the degradation of your 
nature, the diſgrace of your reaſon, the deſtruction 
of your preſent and eternal peace ! God forbid 
that you ſhould ever act by ſo low a principle, as 
mere ſenſe and appetite ! and ſo far forget the dig- 
nity, the true honour, and great deſign of your 
pereſent exiſtence, as to ſuppoſe it poſſible that 
man can either attain true pleaſure or true glory by. 
acting inconſiſtently with the laws of nature 
and of God!] Be aſſured, whatever the liber- 
tine may boaſt, whatever the ſons of ſenſe and 
of paſſion may dare to avow, that purſuits like 
theirs can never be attended with the leaſt ſolid 
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ſatisfaction, can never bring real Pleaſure to ration 
al and reflecting Man; — can never advance his- 
true happineſs in this life, and much leſs in the 
next: Becauſe (and reaſon alone is ſufficient to 
convince and ſatisfy every intelligent mind) be- 


cauſe thoſe. purſuits are in direct contradiction to 


his Nature, to Reafon, to the laws: of man, and 
to the laws of God. 

And ſurely, were it not poſſible or eaſy to trace 
out and fully diſcover the reaſon of thoſe laws, and 
the ſolid and wiſe. foundation on which they are. 
laid; ſurely, my young friends, it would diſcover 


no ſmall ſhare of ſelf: ſufficiency: and arrogance, to 


imagine that by a conduct diametrically oppoſite to 
all theſe, we could. attain. ſatisfaction and peace. 
The ſuppoſition implies an idea of wiſdom ſuperior: 
to that, not only of the wiſeſt law-givers before 
us, but even of the great God himſelf, Vet, 
fully to trace out, and to ſhew in the ſtrongeſt o- 
lours, the inexpreſſible folly and weakneſs of the 
ſenſual and impure; of the Men of Pleaſure; 
(well denominated by Solomon in the text, Men 
void of underſtanding;) Theſe men continually 
proclaim by their lives and conduct this glaring ab- 

ſurdity; and proteſs themſelves in deeds, if not in 
words, wiſer than the God who made them; 
wiſer than all the wiſe of every age; nay, wiſer 
even than Nature and Reaſon themſelves And 
ſhall theſe be denominated by a term of honourable. 
import? — Rather call them by theit true appellati- 
on, Slaves of ſenie, ſlaves of fin, and of ſorrow; . 
enemies to God, to themſelves, and to ſociety;“ 
Men u ho plunge their own ſouls and bodies, as 
well as thoſe of their deluded fellow-creatures, 
into the bittere t diſtreſs and horror! thoſe fellow- 

creatures, who, ſeduced by their inſidious arts, del- 
poiled of innocence and reputation, are at length in- 

troduced. into a mode of life, ſnocking to human 5 

ture. 
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ture in general, but to the female nature doubtleſs | 
moſt peculiarly ſhocking ! And then, as if in horrid. 75 
mockery of. their ruin and their woe, theſe poor Uh 
abandoned wretches,. victims of: unrelenting luſt, 
are like their ſeducers, branded with the name of 
Pleaſure alfo.-! + Women of Pleaſure!” Oh ſhame: 
to language and to ſenſe! Call them too by their: 
juſt appellation, Women of infamy and of woe! 
miſerable fallen women; robbed of all which a- 
dorns and dignifies. the ſex: the moſt pitiable, as: 
the maſt diſtreſsful, of all our ſinful and ſuffering: 
 tellow-creatures !“ 270 
No, my young friends; you have, and will, I. 
truſt, retain too much ingenuity and generous 
delicacy of ſoul, to ſport with the miſeries of poor 
profligates like theſe; or to ſuppoſe that they, 
whoſe hearts are almoſt burſting with anguiſh and 
diſtreſs, can adminiſter the. bleſſed cup of full and 
real delight to the hearts of others! Tis as impoſ- | 
ſible, as for night and darkneſs to gladden and glo- 1 
rify with the mid-day brightneſs of the Sun! From ad 
other ſources, and from other ſentiments muſt- 
flow thoſe liberal and heart felt joys, which vice 
can never ſhare, and which miſery and proſtitution. 
can never impart, Oh may the God, who is 
merciful to his creatures, who delighteth peculiar- 
ly in the ſervice of thoſe who early devote. them- 
ſelves to Him, may He preſerve you, my young 
friends, from the ſnares and deluſions, -peculiarly. 
dangerous and peculiarly. deſtructive, of unhappy. 
ruin'd creatures like theſe ! God almighty ſhield. 
you by the ſpirit of grace and of purity, from the 
fHouſe of the Harlot, which is the way to hell, 
going down to the chambers. of death!“ 
Oh, my God ! hear me for the. young ones of 
the flock : For thy own honour's ſake, for the 


lake of their preſent and future peace, for the * | 
T OT - 


— 


4 — — 

* * 

* © . LP "EL \ 
Bo Yo IT ae 
OWNER SER TIT, FS 

WS r — 


i 22 3 . 4.2 
. PPTP 
. — — ny br EET I” e — Eo I On 
4 _ oa * 4 * * 3 . 
va Bus er 22 < 
Po * 
-_ 8 
"SEE? r 


— 


— 


FP 


r 


4 s 4+ 4: Ira 2 2 bb 
my . n chan ing 
eren 
5 ren . a ae. 
e = 5 Cs W - 
= N ſir? 


[ng 


ST oops he 4 


LEE 2 
1 


266 8 E RMON XI. 


of their parents, who, with anxious hearts trem- 
ble for the perils and temptations which on all ſides 
ſurround them; nay, for the ſake of virtue, re- 
ligion and our country, Guard them, I beſeech 
thee, from the flattering lips, and deluſive intice- 
ments of the ſtrange and evil woman ! Let not 


their hearts decline to her ways; let them not go. 


aſtray in her paths: Convince them of the ſhip- 
wreck they muſt-make, the loſs, the miſeries they 
muſt ſuſtain, from connections pernicious and fa- 

tal as theſe | Preſerve them by thy holy fpirit, pure 

in mind and chaſte in life; enable them to flee- 
from and triumph over all youthful luſts; teach 
them continually to fay with the faithful youth of 
old, How can I do this great wickedneſs, and 
fin againſt my God?“ And, like that youth, tri-. 
umphant in virtue, may they be triumphant in 
its full and certain rewards, even in the invalua- 
ble ſatisfaction of a good and approving conſei- 
ence; in the honour-and reputation of this word“ 
and in the preſent and eternal applauſe of Him, 
who hath pronounced the Pure in heart bleſſed; 
becauſe they, ſhall. fee. God] To whom, &. 


Amen ! 
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SERMON XL 
On Impurity. 
PART II. 


PROVERBS vii. 24, &c. 


Hearken now therefore unto me, O ye children, and 
attend to the words cf my mouth Let not thine 
heart decline to her ways; go not afiray in her 
paths. Por ſbe bath caſt down many mighty ; yea, 
many flrong men have been ſlain by her : Her houſe 
is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of 


death. 


E are told, in an ancient fable, That 
when Hercules, having arrived at ma- 
turity, was about to ſet forward in his career of 
glory; he was put to the trial by Virtue and by Plea- 
ſure: The latter endeavouring to win him by all 
the arts of Seduction and Flattery, while the other 
ſtrove to counter work by every means poſſible, the 
ſubtle and deluſive arguments of her dangerous 
adverſary. The youth happily made a prudent 
choice; for, rejecting the ſyren ſongs of Pleaſure, 
he gave himſelf up to the guidance and direction 
of Virtue, and thus attained the Immortality he 
ſought *.“ | | 
I he fable, my young friends, is fraught with 
inſtruction to You eſpecially ; and the great ,moral 
which it means to inculcate is. That whatever 


* See Ridley's Choice of Hercules.” Dodſley's Miſcellaniet, 


Vol. III. p. 6. Shenſtone's Works, Vol. I. p. 235. 3d Edit. 
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youth would wiſh to arrive at true honour and true 
happineſs muſt ſcorn, with a noble fortitude, the 
allurements of the Harlot Pleaſure, and implicitly 
follow the counſels of true Virtue.” 

Tris this important leſſon which T am endea- 
vouring to impreſs upon your minds: And, while 


an evil nature and an evil world, while allure- 


ments and temptations of various kinds are un- 
happily crowding around you; fain would J diſ- 
-diſcharge the office of a faithful friend and uſeful 
inſtructor, . to caution you from the delufions of 
Pleaſure, to preſerve you in the paths of Virtue. 
And though perhaps, amidſt the din and tumult 


of clamorous and important paſſions, the ** {till 


{mall voice” of friendly admonition may not be 
always heard with ſufficient attention ; yet, I am 
not without my hopes, that the truth, the rea- 
ſonablenes, the importance of what I urge, will 
have its due weight in a moment of reflection; and 
avail through God's grace, to direct your choice 
ſo happily, that you will ſcorn the ruinous ſophiſ- 
try of Falſe PLEASURE; that you will purſue, 
with unremitted ardour and diligence, the call 
of Virtue; which is, indeed, the call of public 
and of private felicity. 

Can there be wanting any further arguments 
proof hereof, than the certain aſſurance we have 
had from the laſt diſcourſe, That the unre- 
ſtrained indulgence to ſenſual Pleaſures in general, 
and to thoſe of Impurity in particular, is in direct 
oppoſition to the laws of Nature, of Reaſon, 
of Society, and of God?“ For ſurely it is the 
height of folly and preſumption to ſuppoſe, 
that man ſhall ever be able to reap the fruits of 
happineſs from that foil, which God and nature 
have accurſed with barrenneſs, and ordained to 
bring forth only thorns and briars ! „ 

| Indeed 
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Indeed, the practice of Impurity never can, 
never did or will produce aught but thorns and Fil 
briars : © Michiefs” and “ Miſeries“ to others, bl 
and to ourſelves !—An additional argument to diſ- | 
ſuade us from the practice, and one upon which J 
am. now to enlarge, not only in proof of the 
rectitude, wiſdom, and propriety of thoſe laws, 
human and divine, which prohibit this Vice; but 
as an undeniable teſtimony, that they who. purſue 
it are in truth, what Solomon bas pronounced 
them, Men utterly void of underſtanding;“ 
men, who act in direct contradiction to the diſ- 
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1 4 tinguiſhing principles and genuine characteriſticks 1 
1 of their nature; who give themſelves up to the A 
1 ſervice of Impurity, ſo injurious to others, ſo de- H 
1 baſing and pernicious to themſelves. | 
„ Were I reaſoning of the Vice in general, or were 1 
1 not theſe Diſcourſes, as intended for your benefit, 9 
1 particularly directed to Vou, my young friends, 1 
LI -there are a variety of inſtances (ſome of them juſt þ 
— hinted in the former Sermons) wherein I ſhould ; 
5 exemplify the injurious effects of this Vice upon n 
ll | ſociety ; wherein I ſhould-ſhew how prejudicial and 7 
1 offenſive it is to many of the beſt and deareſt inte- i 
reſts of our fellow creatures *. But, waving theſe, I 4 


would in the preſent caſe only appeal to your ſenſi- 
bility, to your ingenuity of heart. — Youth is 24 
the ſeaſon of generous ſenſibility; and the heart 4 
commonly feels, and ſpeaks aright, before it is 3 
made callous by a vicious intercourſe with the men 
and the things of the world. To that heart then, 
would J appeal in behalf Of the partner of your 


**; See the former Sermon. In a ſet of Sermons on 
Concupiſcence. I have treated this ſubject at large : And per- 
haps they may hereafter appear before the public. ; 
F Mag 5s 25 8 4 ; guilt.” 
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lery of her ſtate, and would rejoice if it were 4 
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ouilt,” For, herein conſiſts and let it be noted 
well one peculiar and aggravating circumſtance 
of malignity in this Vice, That the perpetration 
of it involves the ruin of two fouls!” You cannot 
be ſingly guilty! While then you are expecting 
criminal pleaſure from the object of your paſſion, 
Oh think, that you are not only endangering 
your own ſalvation, but, with ſtrange perverſe. 
neſs, ſubjecting to the ſame fearful hazard that ob- 
ject alſo; and all for a momentory delight 1 Is 
this conſiſtent with reaſon ?—Is this agreeable to 
the genuine feelings of the human heart ? 

But, this object of your paſſion is either a poor 
Profligate of the town, an Innocent, ſeduced from 
Virtue by your deceit ; or, the Wife of another. 
If the former, ſhould ſhe be, what many of theſe 
wretched ruined women become, a thorough pro- 
fligate in heart and manners; ſhould ſhe be per- 
fectly abandoned in principle, as in practice; Oh, 
my young friends, can you be fo devoid of delica- 
cy, and of feeling, as to hope for ſatisfaction from 


any commerce with an object like this: Wha, 


having abjured all the peculiar and engaging excel- 
lencies of her ſex, has nothing but rapine and 
plunder in view; and whoſe debauched and de- 
praved mind is ſcarce leſs filthy and contagious 
than her miſerably degraded and contaminated 


body? 


But, if not one of theſe, if not thus depraved 
and utterly fallen, muſt not all the generous ſen- 
timents of your ſoul be affected, if haply you find 
amoneſt theſe daughters of, diſtreſs, one, that ſtill 
retains ſome traces of native honour and of inno- 
cence ? One, in whoſe mind all the female grace 
is not utterly obliterated ? One who feels the mi- 
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ble to extricate herſelf from the deſtructive Laby- 
rinth? Muſt not her wretched cafe melt your bo- 
ſom with commiſeration ?—Can your paſſions be 
ſo blind and ſo infatuated, as to expect gratificati- 
on and delight from the arms of wretchedneſs and 
ſorrow ?—Can your paſſions be ſo cruel and in- 
jurious, as to with to plunge this poor Unfortunate 
deeper and deeper in diſtreſs ? You find her ſtand- 
ing as it were on the fearful edge of a precipice, 
into which if ſhe plunges, the fall is inevitable per- 
dition: And have you, can you have fo little hu- 
manity, as not only to refuſe your helping hand 
to guide her ſafely down from the danger; but 
even to lend that hand to precipitate her into utter 
ruin *! I appeal, my young friends, to your 
hearts ; and while you preſerve thoſe hearts inge- 
nuovs, it is, it muſt be impoſſible, that either the 
abandoned or the pitiable profligate fhould entice 
or engage you. | 
hut, deteſting connections with the very dregs 
of Vice and of wretchedneſs, you purſue another 
plan, and make Virtue and Innocence your prey! 
Alas, my young friends, (I ſpeak as a man, and 
as one conſcious of all the infirmities of our nature, 
alas !) what a miſerable purſuit, nay, and what a 
miſerable triumph ts this Not to enlarge upon 
the extreme malediction which the ruin of inno- 
cence brings upon our on ſouls, of the ſcandalous 
breaches of promiſe, the repeated perjuries, and 
all the baſe and abominable arts which ſeduction 
employs ; only reflect with yourſelves what cruel 
injuries you are providing for the hapleſs obje& of 
your guilty paſſion ; whom, for the ſhort and ſor- 
did indulgence of a ſenſual appetite, you are not 
only depriving of virtue and reputation, the 
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* See my account of the Riſe, &c. of the Magdalen Charity; 
wich the Sermons annexed, 
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- brighteſt jewels in the female crown; but, pro- 
| bably introducing, - when that unrelenting appetite 


is ſatiated, into a life big with the moſt ruinous 
and diſtreſsful evils ! You are preparing tortures 


and puniſbments. greater than the-moſt brutal per- 
ſecution can deviſe, for Her, whole; greateſt Fault 
perhaps, aſſuredly whoſe greateſt Misfortune is, to 


have a heart moſt tenderly devoted to you! a 


heart, whoſe affection and attachment (with a bar- 
; barity unknown to Savages) you turn even to its 


own deſtruction, and are content to pierce with 
the ſevereſt anguiſh, can you but gratify your im- 
perious and luſtful deſires! And is it poſſible 


let reflection a moment ſtand ſtill, and take a fi- 


lent review,—is it poſſible that the ſoul can find 


- repoſe and ſatisfaction, in the contemplation of a 


deed like this? Rather, the guilty remembrance 
will for ever haunt and harrow up the . ſoul : The 


. . wretched object reduced to all complicated miſeries 
of proſtitution, will ſurely, like a ſpectre, hor 


ever be preſent to, and murder all repoſe of the 


mind! while her ruined Innocence and Virtue, 


her polluted body and defiled ſoul will continually 
plead, in the forum of conſcience, ** like angels, 
trumpet-tongued, againſt the deep damnation. of 


the deed * !” 


I dwell not, in this caſe, on the many acciden- 
tal circumſtances of diſtreſs which may, and do 
enerally accompany it; particularly, the diſtract- 
ing anguiſh of the parents, for the ruin of their be- 
loved child: But I would here again, my young 
friends, appeal to the ſenhibility of your ſouls, and 
alk, whether it can be poſſible to reap from any 
eratification of .ſenſual appetite, a ſufficient reward 


for the remorſe and the pangs of conſcience, which 
muſt accompany the ruin of an Innocent? of a 


* See Dodwell, Vol. I. p. 243, Ke. : 
| | - , virtuous 
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virtuous and 2miable fellow- creature; whom 


even if you do not abandon to all the miſeries of 


proſtitution, yet, deſpoil:d of honour, blaſted in 


character, you have ſhut out from the virtuous and 
ſocial intercourſe. of her ſex. You have relaxed 
her principles; you have ſubjected her to the flow 
and pointing finger of infamy and fcorn : You 
have made Her days bitter; — nay, and moſt pro- 


bably, have thus embittered all your own. For 
if the fatal connection prove.-burdenſome and irk= 


ſome to you, hat miſeries and uneaſineſs mnſt 
attend its diſſolution ! But if otherwiſe, what acute 
and piercing-.anxicties, What painful reflections 
will you endure, on having reduced fo low, dis- 
honoured ſo much, diſtreſſed in ſo tender and irre- 
parable a manner, an object amiable in herſelf, 
and whom you find as truly deſerving, as ſhe is 
thorougly poſſeſſed of your affection! 


* 


Thus, conſidered in every view, the ſeduction 


of Innocence can never be adequate to the end pro- 


poſed: And highly injurious as it is, God al- 
mighty grant, my young friends, that you may 


for ever be preſerved from its complicated guilt ! 
A guilt, which as it is without remedy, ſo muſt 


its remorſe perpetually- diſtract the mind; and be- 
fore we can be free from its pangs, we muſt either 
lull in ſtupefaction the voice of conſcience, or in 
painful repentance mourn over the ruin We have 
wrought ! fe 26mm) 

„ But, hating the ſtews, and an enemy to ſe- 
duction, your object of vicious purſuit is the mar- 
ried woman, the wife of another.“ Not, ſurely, 
becauſe you think the crime of adultery leſs culpa- 
ble than the former, leſs injurious to others, or 
more likely to anſwer your wiſhes ; for of all the 


crimes whereof man can be guilty, Adultery, in 


the eſteem of every age and every place, has ſtood 
foremoſt. 3. as a crime moſt noxious to the intereſts 
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of ſociety, moſt pregnant with dire and deſtructive 


conſequences; and productive often of evils, even 
greater and more oppreſſive than Murder itſelf, 


Hence, not only the laws of God, but thoſe of 


men, in almoſt every kingdom of the world, have 
adjudged in many caſes death, and in all cafes the 
ſevereſt penalties to it. But, I enlarge not on the 
- guilt and attrociouſneſs of this crime ; meaning as 

in the former inſtances, to apply to your Hearts, 


my young friends, and to wiſh an anſwer from 


their fenfibility, in teſtimony of the injury ariſing 
to others, and the little ſatisfaction to be expected 
for yourſelves, from any adulterous connection 


Can there be a more equitable rule, or one which 


more immediately approves itſelf to our judgment, 
than that golden one, Of doing to others as we 
with they ſhould do unto us? Put the caſe then 
that you was an huſband, rich in the affection of a 
wife very dear and very valuable to you; and that 
'a cruel invader came, ſtole away the affection 
of that wife, and alienated her from her love and 
her duty. Can you have any conception of a 


greater injury, or a ſeverer misfortune? Could 


you. deviſe by any means more cruelly and horribly 
to torture and diſtrefs your neighbour-? Nay, be- 
Gees the conſequence will prove to diſtreſs even 


Her alfo, whom you have thus ſedueed from duty 


aid from peace, and whoſe mind muſt never more 


expect to enjoy the ſweet ſerenity flowing from 


conſcious Virtùe, and harmonious affections. Nor 
will Your mind de leſs injured, or your end more 
amply attained ; for what confidence can you have 
m a woman drawn afide from the plaineſt path of 
Juty, and who has broken through the moſt ſo- 
lemn, and the moſt facred of all ties? What fe- 
curity can you have of her future Fidelity to you? 
And what unpleafing, if not deſtructive conſe- 
quences may you not reaſonably expect from the 


ini ured 


injured and indignant hufþand;;. for, * Jealouſy 
is the rage of a man; therefore he will not ſpare 
in the day of vengeance *] | | 
Thus it appears, that whatever mode of grati- 
fying luſtful paſſions men purſue, while they act 
in contradiction to the regular and appointed laws 
of Nature, of Society, and of God, they are, 
and ever muſt be, in a high degree injurious to 
their fellow- creatures, and particularly to the un- 
happy partners in their guilt | | | 
Vet, not to others only, the Vice of Impurity 
is peculiarly: noxious: and prejudicial to ourſelves, 
to the mind, body, eſtate and reputation. There 
cannot be any need to-expatiate much upon this 
ſubject; for, who knows not how much this Vice 
degrades the human ſoul, how much it extinguiſh- 
es the light of truth and virtue, and ſenſualizes 
every rational faculty? Who knows not what in- 
quietude, diſſatisfaction, and reſtleſſneſs of mind 


ever dwell with thoſe who practiſe it? Who knows 


not how much it diſtreſſes the conſcience, while it 
keeps the ſinner in perpetual anxiety, and in a con- 
ſtant, uneaſy, feveriſh ſtate of concupiſcence ? 
Who knows not how many and: pernicious Vices 
it is neceſſarily connected with, or naturally leads 
to? Idleneſs, and the groſſeſt intemperance are its 
never-failing attendants; pride and luxury dwelt 
with it: Broils and contentions, nay, and often 
murder itielf 3 of little hapleſs innocents, 
ometimes before, often after their birth) together 
with perjury, falſehood, lying, diſſembling, and 
filthy converſation of all kinds accompany it: A 
total annihilation of ſocial and domeſtick affection 
is too often fatally connected with it: Luft, pre- 
dominant luſt, frequently extinguiſhes the love of 


wife, of huſband, of children, of friends, and of 


* Prov. vi. 34. 
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all things good and honourable: Nay, and, what 
one would leaſt expect, it is no uncommon thing 
to ſee avarice in company with uncleanneſs: the 
luſtful can often ſpare, and even deny almoſt ne- 
ceſſaries to their families and dependants; can 
wring from the poor, can fileh from their neigh- 
bours, that they may have to laviſh on the objects 
of their Vice, and maintain their expenſive wick - 
edneſs! _ din eee | 
But, beſides its connection with this odious and 
enormous train of evils, who knows not, what fa- 
tal miſchiefs it brings upon the reputation? Often 
utterly and irretrievably loſt by it ; and with that 
loſs, commonly, every other evil is involved! So- 
lomon, ſpeaking of the impure man, remarks, 
that by his vicious purſuits, A wound and diſ- 
honour ſhall he get, and his reproach ſhall not be 
wiped away.“ Again, who knows not what im- 
mediate deſtruction this Vice often brings upon 
the eſtate, leading men to expences, which they 
are not able to anſwer ; for“ by means of an 
abandoned woman, ſays Solomon, a man is brought 
to a piece of bread ;” and thus, too often, God 
knows, excited to illicit methods of procuring 
that, whereby he may anſwer the demands of his 
luſts; methods, which in numberleſs inſtances 
have proved the deſtruction of life: In the more 
exhalted ſtations, by gloomy ſuicide and deſpera- 
tion, and in the lower, by a public and ignomi- 
nious death] As but too many of thoſe parents 
with bleeding hearts can teſtify, who have caule to 
date the ruin of their ſons, and their ſhametul ends, 
from the fatal intercourſe they have had with thoſe, 
whoſe houſe © is the way to hell, going down to 
the chambers of death!“ BATES 
Again, | beſides its ſad effects on the mind, the 
reputation, the eſtate, and the life, who knows 


not with what horrid effects to the body this crime 
| ; „„ 18 
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is attended? Evils, which God and nature haves - 
as it were in juſt puniſhment, - annexed to this fla- 
grant tranſgreſſion of their laws; evils which fre- 
quently ſap the foundation of the beſt conſtituti- 
ons; and either in early youth conſume the ſtrength, 
and ſend the fading flowers devoted vidims to the 
grave; or lay up à miſerable ſtore of diſeaſe and 
pain for the few and ſuffering days of future life; 
and evils, which, however ſevere, it would be 
well if the Offenders only felt; but which, alas! 
are dreadfully communicated to the innocent and 
virtuous; and for which, full often, late poſterity 
may curſe the ſinful indulgences of their contami- 
nated progenitors !' 

But, though theſe. conſequences are injurious ' 
and fatal enough, yet what are they, what are all 
earthly and- corporeal puniſhments, compared to - 
the anguiſh which ariſes from an uneaſy and diſ- 
treſſed conſcience ? A conſcience aſſured, that by: 
a continuance in theſe vices all hopes of heaven 
are forfeited; that” God and his bleſſed Son are 
armed in judgment againſt the ſinner; and that 
every attribute, as well of power as of mercy, is 
not anly offended, but engaged to puniſh and con- 
demn ? And oh, how diſmal the cloſe of life ! how 
miſerable old-age, but above all, how ſhocking 
and tremendous the bed of death, to a conſcience 
haraſſed and opprefled like this! 
death of the profligate, we ſhall hereafter have a 
fearful view, when we have conſidered the Vice. 
of Gaming, another of the“ Falſe Pleaſures” 

which men purſue, and one attended with conſe- 
quences no Jeſs pernicious than the Vice of Impu- 
rity; With reſpect to which we obſerve, that how- 
ever, in particular caſes, ſtation and fortune may 
enable men to avoid ſome of the evils before enu- 
the uneaſy conſcience the 


But, of the 


merated; yet theſe 
offended God, the future puniſhment are con- 


ſequences, 
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ſequences, no man upon earth can avoid, if he be 
guilty of this crime ; which, as it totally precludes 
all the means of moral' improvement, degrading 
and debaſing the mind, ſo does it wholly incapa- 
citate for all the duties of religion. For, who will 
have the hardineſs to pray to a God of purity, 
while openly tranſgreſſing his pure and holy laws? 
Who can read his word, which in every page 
flaſhes forth conviction and condemnation againſt 
all ſuch offenders? Who in ſuch a ſtate can attend 
that holy Communion, which is the commemo- 
ration of a ſpotleſs Saviour, ſhedding his precious 
blood to redeem from all iniquity ? And in what 
ſtate muſt that ſoul be? Let thoſe conſider, who 
find it difficult enough to preſerve the happy æqui- 
poiſe even with the ſtricteſt care, and in the moſt 
regular uſe of the means of grace ! Let ſuch con- 
ſider, in what ſtate that ſoul muſt be, which utter- 
ly neglectful of God, and ot all the means of 
grace, lives in the foul practice of a crime, inju- 
rious to others, ruinous to ourſelves, in immedi- 
ate contradiction to the laws of Nature, of Rea- 
ſon, of Society, and of that great and juſt Judge 
of all mankind, who hath declared, that he will 
render unto every man according to his works |* | 

J have ſurely ſaid enough, my young friends! 
to engage not only your paſſions, but your reaſon, 
on the fide of Purity; and to make you more than 
ordinarily watchful, that you fall not into the de- 
luſions and deceits of the oppoſite Vice. Indeed, 
all your vigilance and attention will be neceſſary, 
not only to combat its ſtrong temptations from 
without, but its violent propenſities from within. 
For, as there is no Vice perhaps to which our cor- 
rupt nature is more prone, ſo is there none which 
hath wrought greater ruin and diſtreſs amongſt our 
fellow- creatures: It hath caſt down many migh- 
ty; yea, many ſtrong men have been CE 
Y 
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by it:“ Many (other wiſe amiable and excellent) 
have, through its fatal ſeduction, not only ſunk 
their reputation, but involved their whole ſucceed- 
ing lives in the ſevereſt and moſt afflicting calami- 
ties *; an additional motive for caution and watch» 
fulneſs, my young friends, with reſpect to your- 
ſelves ;—But ſurely, at the ſame time, my belov- 
ed, a motive, as ſtrong on Your parts, who, as 
Parents or Guardians, are intereſted in the wel- 
fare of youth, not to treat with too harſh ſeverity 
accidental tranſgreſſion in this kind. Conſider hu- 
man nature, conſider yourſelves; conſider thę 
ſtrength and violence of human paſſions, and the 
force of temptations; and with a lenient mildneſs 
reprove and exhort, in order to guard and preſerve 
from future deviations as much as you may. But 


While, conſcious of the weakneſs of our com- 
mon nature, I would thus urge one word in be- 
half of mutual forbearance, and chriſtian lenity 
one towards another; while I would wiſh to plead, 


frail and erring as we all are, for a little charity to- 


wards. the frailties and errors of each other; miſ- 


take me not, my young friends, as if I was ei- 
ther apologizing for thoſs tranſgreſſions, or thought 
them by any means unavoidable, and therefore to 
be excuſed, I am well affured—for we have had 
_ ſufficient, examples that no neceſſity of ſinning 
in this reſpe& is laid upon our nature: Chriſt hath 
promiſed bleſſedneſs to the pure in heart, and pure 
in heart we may therefore certainly be: And though 
T1 would by no means treat accidental offence with 
ſeverity, yet, believe me, (my young friends) you 


will find it not only infinitely more happy, but 


* See the Anecdotes, 
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more eaſy to yourſelves, to perſevere perfectly un- 
blameable, and pure from this Vice, than, having 
once broken the bounds of chaſtity, to return again 
within them. Truth it is, through the grace of 
Jefus Chriſt, the groſſeſt offenders may, on ſincere 
repentance, find mercy and pardon: We have up- 
on record, for the comfort of all thoſe who have 
deviated from purity; examples of abundant mer- 
cy and forgiveneſs vouchſafed by the God of our 
hope to the greateſt ſinners in this way, and it 
would ill become me more eſpecially, to ſpeak with 
ſeverity on this head, who have been ſo far bleſt 
by the goodneſs of God, as to be inſtrumental in 
opening a houſe of mercy for, and in preaching 
continually the benign and comfortable doctrines 
of pardon and peace to thoſe who truly repent, and 
utterly forſake the Impurities of their former life“. 
—Yet this, notwithſtanding, I muſt be allowed 
to repeat, and urge in the ſtrongeſt manner, that 
as it is far more eaſy to prevent, than to cure, ſo 
is it far more eligible and happy: And on this ac- 
count, ever ſolicitous for your beſt welfare, m 

young friends, and fully aſcertained 'that by due 
care and diſcipline, a ſtrict and inviolable chaſtity 
may be maintained, (till it ſhall pleaſe God to grant 
you the full completion of your juſt and reaſona- 
ble defires in honourable marriage) Allow me in 
concluſion, juſt to ſuggeſt a few particulars, which, 
under the all- ſufficient grace of God, will certain- 
ly enable you the better to combat, and to 'con- 

uer. | 1 2091 2 

F To this end, the moſt important rule is, ever 
to maintain the moſt lively ſenſe of religion on 
your ſouls; and particularly, a conſtant regard to 
the preſence and all- ſeeing eye of the pure and ho- 
Jy God; a tender remembrance of the death and 


* See the Note, p. 268. 
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' crucifixion of your Redeemer for the ſinful polluti- 


ons of our nature; of your union with Him, of 
the inhabitation of his Holy Spirit in your bodies - 


as his temples ; the many and ſtriking paſſages in 
his holy word, declarative of his hatred to this 
Vice, and of the certain puniſhment it will find, 


when the whoremonger, and adulterer, and all the 


- unclean and defiled, ſha!l be not only excluded 
from heaven, but caſt into the lake, the ſmoke of 
whoſe torment aſcendeth for ever and ever! 


A lively ſenſe of religion upon the ſoul, is ſcarce 
to be maintained without a regular and conſtant uſe - 
of the means of grace; you will therefore be fer- 
vent and frequent in prayer; - diligent in reading 


the ſacred ſcriptures, and uniform in your atten- 


dance on the holy table of the Lord; which, you 
will find, from the neceſſary previous preparation, 
from the ſolemnity of the. act, from the cautious 
ſobriety of future conduct, and above all, from 
the plenteous ſupply of divine grace, of all the 
means moſt powerful to preſerve you pure in heart 


and life! 


To theſe religious means, the great moral ones, 


of ſtrict and univerſal ſobriety, of conſtant and in- 
duſtrious employment, and of an habitual watch- 
fulneſs and government over the outward ſenſes, 
mult neceſſarily be joined: The eye or ear muſt 
never be- ſuffered, .much leſs be habituated, to ſee 


or hear any thing, which may be -contrary to the 
laws of Virtue, or tend to weaken its ſacred and 
reverential reſtraints. You cannot preſerve too 
cautiouſly that native modeſty, which is, if not 
corrupted, congenial with us; and a ſtrong bar- 


rier againſt Vice; particularly, if it be aided by 
an improved delicacy: of ſentiment, a refinement 


of taſte and manners, which will always render 


groſs Vice ſo unpleaſing and painful, that we ſhall 
never ſuffer it to gain the aſcendency over us. 
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But temperance, induſtry, ſelf- government, and 
the like, will be fruitleſs, and every rule and every 
caution fruſtrated, if you do not take eſpecial heed, 
to avoid all thoſe perſons, places, and occaſions of 
temptation, which are either calculated to ſeduce, 
or in your caſe likely to teduce and deftroy your 
Virtue, Wherever but a probability of ſo unhap- 
py an effect may appear, it is your immediate du- 
ty, and your higheſt wiſdom to Tetire: Your 
greateſt ſafety is in retreat; and your greateſt dan- 
ger conſiſts in parlying with temptations. Fly 
them with precipitation, cautious and fearful of 
beginnings ; and making it your ſtudy to avoid, as 
much as may be, all the occaſions of evil. The 
cockatrice which may eaſily be cruſh'd in the egg, 
will, if ſuffered to hatch and grow up, prove a 
poiſonous ſerpent, hard to be deſtroyed. 

Befides theſe Rules, your own prudence and 
diſcretion will ſuggeſt more, and fuch as are im- 
mediately adapted to your peculiar ſtate and cir- 
cumſtances. The diſcourſes too, which I have de- 
livered to you heretofore, will ſuggeſt ſome others, 
and thoſe of no ſmall importance : And, it you 
conduct yourſelves by theſe, and rules like theſe, 
there is no doubt my young friends, but you wil 
eſcape the contagion of youthful luſts, and keep 
yourſelves pure, | 

Happy ſhall I think myſelf, if any endeavours - 
of mine thall conduce to this moſt important end; 


and let me intreat you moſt ſeriouſly and affectio- 


nately, to conſider, that as no motive, but an ear- 
neſt wiſh for your preſent and eternal well-being, 
can influence my heart in what I deliver to you; 


ſo you can never acquit yourſelves to your own 


conſciences, if you neglect and deſpiſe what I of- 
fer: Nay more, ——if you neglect and deſpiſe it, 
and act in contrariety to what I have adviſed, you 
never can be happy in this life, or happy in the 
: next. 
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next. For, take it, my young friends, as a cloſ- 
ing truth on this oceaſion; Purity and Virtue 
are their own rewards; and, were there neither | 
a God, nor a future ſtate, they would be the h 
ſureſt means of rendering us happy in ourſelves, [ 
uſeful and -honourable to the community, and a | 
bleſſing to all thoſe moſt nearly and tenderly int 

_ reſted in our welfare !— But when there is a God, 
when there is a future ſtate, the bleſſedneſs of 
which we can never ſhare, without this purity and 
holineſs of heart and life; how are our obligations 
of duty and of intereſt heightened! and how can 
we expect to eſcape condemnation, if we neglect 
to cultivate and improve it N 
God almighty grant, that you, and all of us, 
may labour ſo to purify our ſouls from all defile- 
ment, to act in ſuch conſiſtence with the laws of 
Nature, of Reaſon, of Society, and of God; to 
be ſo cautious of injuring our neighbour in the 
ſlighteſt, much more in the moſt atrocious degree; 
and to maintain ſuch ſelf-reverence, ſuch a wiſe 
and conſtant regard to the dignity and purity of 
our nature; that we may paſs through this world 
in peace, and with the pleaſing teſtimony of a good 
conſcience; and be ready to receive our call to the 
next, with an humble but firm perſuaſion, that 
we ſhall ſee and enjoy the beatifick viſion of that 
God, in whoſe preſence is the fulneſs of joy, and 
at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures for ever- 

more! Amen. 


AN EC DOT ES on the foregoing ſubject. 


(..) It has been remarked of Auguſtus Cæſar, 
that chaſtity was by no means his Virtue; but if 
he caſt his eye on a beautiful woman, though her 
huſband were of the firſt quality in Rome, lie 
would immediately ſend his officers to bring her to 
_ him, 
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him; either by fair means or by force. The Phi- 


loſopher Athenodorus, who had formerly been 


preceptor to Tiberius, and was very intimate with 


Auguſtus, took the. following method to reform 
this Viee of the great man. Kor, when the Em- 
peror one day had ſent a litter for a certain noble 


lady, of the houſe of the Camilli, the Philoſopher 


fearing ſome diſaſter might enſue, (her family be- 


ing very popular, and highly reſpected at Rome) 
goes before to the lady's palace, and acquainting 
the parties concerned with it, the huſhand boiling 


with rage, threatened to ſtab the meſſengers of the 
Emperor, when they came. Fhe prudent Philo- 


ſopher however appeaſed his reſentment, and only 


deſired. a ſuit of the lady's apparel, which was 


granted him. He then put it on, and hiding his 


word under his robes, entered the litter, perſo- 


nating the lady. The meſſenger knew no other, 
and carried him inſtantly to the Emperor's apart- 


ment; who, heightened with deſire, made haſte 
to open the litter himſelf: When Athenodorus, 


ſuddenly drawing his ſword, leaped forth upon 
him; ſaying, Thus, mighteſt thou have been 
murdered: Wilt thou never leave a Vice, attend- 


ed ſo evidently with much danger? Jealouſy and 


rage might have armed an huſband, or ſubſtituted 


an aſſaſſin thus diſguiſed, inſtead of thy faithful 
friend; who might have laid hold of this opportu- 
nity to deprive the Republic of ſo gracious a Prince. 


gut I have taken care of thy life; do Thou 
henceforth take warning.“ The Emperor, equal- 
ly frightened and ſurpriſed, teſtified himſelf pleaſ- 
ed with the Philoſopher's ſtratagem; gave him ten 
talents of gold, thanking him for ſo ſeaſonable a 


corredtion; and it is ſaid that from that time he 
began to reſtrain his unlawful pleaſures, and culti- 
vate a life more decent, and ſuitable to his exalted 


character, 


(2+) A 


% 
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(2.) A young Italian Nobleman fell in love 
with a Dutcheſs of ſingular beauty, but knew not 
how to make her ſenſible of it ; at length chance 
gave him an oportunity beyond his expectation. 
One evening as he returned from 'Hawking, he 
paſſed through the fields of the lady in queſtion 
bordering on the palace. The Duke her huſband 
and ſhe were walking together as the young Lord 
came by. The Duke ſeeing his train, and what 
game they had been purſuing, aſked. him ſome 
queſtions concerning their ſport, and being of an 
hofpitable diſpoſition, invited him into. his palace 
to partake of a collation. He accepted the offer; 
and here commenced an acquaintance, which in 
time made way for an aſſignation between the 
Dutcheſs and him: accordingly he was let into 
the gardens one night, and conducted privately to 
her chamber, where ſhe was before hand ready to 
receive him. After ſome compliments, M 

Lord, ſaid the Dutcheſs, you are obliged to my 
huſband for this favour; who, as ſoon as you were 
gone from our houſe, the firſt time we ſaw you, 
gave you ſuch commendations as made me con- 
ceive an immediate paſſion for you.. And is it 
true, Madam ? replied the young Nobleman 
in aſtoniſhment ; then far be it from me to be fo 
ungrateful to my friend.” With that he reſumed 
his garments, - which he had begun to throw by, 
and inftantly took his leave. 

3.) When a young fellow, who was juſt come 
from the play of Cleomenes, or the Spartan Hero, 
told Mr. Dryden the author, in raillery againſt 
the continency of his principal character, If I 
had been alone with a lady, I ſhould not have 
paſſed my time like you Spartan: That may 
be, anſwered the bard with a very grave face; but, 
give me leave to tell you, Sir, you are no hero.“ 
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4.) But of all the inſtances we can meet with x- 


in reading or in lite, where ſhall we find one fo 
generous and honeſt, ſo noble and divine, as that 
of Joſeph in holy writ ? When his maſter had 
entruſted him ſo unreſervedly, that (to ſpeak in 
the emphatical manner of the ſcripture) “* He 
knew mot aught he had, ſave the bread which he 
did eat, the amiable youth was ſo unhappy as to 
appear irreſiſtably beautiful to his Miſtreſs : But 
when this ſhameleſs woman proceeds to ſolicit 
him, how gallant, how glorious is his anſwer 
„ / Behold, my Maſter wotteth not what is with 
me in the hovſe, and he hath committed all that 
be hath to my hand: There is none greater in 


this houſe than I, neither hath he kept back any 


thing from me, but thee, becauſe thou art his 
wife. How-then can I do this great wickedneſs, 
and fin againſt God?” The ſame arguments 
which a baſe mind would have made to itſelf for 
perpetrating theevil; namely, free truſt, full pow- 
er, and immediate temptation, were to. this brave, 
this gallant man the greateſt motives: for his for- 
bearing it. He could do it with Impunity from 
man; but he could not affront and preſumptu- 
_ offend a juſt, an holy, and an avenging 
(.) When men of rank and figure paſs away 
their lives in criminal purſuits and practices; in 
perpetually ſeeking the ruin of Innocence, and diſ- 
treſs of unguarded Virtue ; they ought to conſider, 
that thereby they render themſelves far more vile 
and deſpicable than any innocent man can be, 
however low his birth, his ſtation, or his fortunes. 


Title and anceſtry render a good man more illuſ— 


trious, but an ill one more contemptible; 
Thy father's merit ſets thee up to-view,, 
And plants. thee in the faireſt point of light, - 
.. TTomake thy Virtues or thy Faults conſpicuous. 
CATO» 
It 
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It is ſurely matter of wonder that theſe deſtroyers 
of Innocence, though dead to all the higher ſenti- 
ments of Virtue and Honour, are not reſtrained 
by Compaſſion and Humanity. To bring ſorrow, 
confuſion and infamy into a family ; to wound the 
heart of a tender parent, and ſtain, the life of a 
poor deluded young woman with a difhonour 
which can never be wiped off, are circumſtances, 
one would think, ſufficient to check the moſt vio- 
lent paſſion, in a heart which has the leaſt tincture 
of pity and good- nature. To enforce theſe gene- 
ral reflections, we add the following Anecdote, 
taken from a French author, and which refers to 
the Chevalier Bayard; a man of great valour, and 
high reputation, and diſtinguiſhed amongſt his co» 
temporaries by the appellation of The Knight 
without fear, and without reproach.” Our Knight, 
ſays he, was pretty much addicted to that moſt 
faſhionable of all faults, One morning as he was 
drefling, he ordered his Lacquey to bring him 
home in the evening ſome other victim of Jawleſs 


paſſion, The fellow, wiſe and prompt to do evil 


had, it ſeems, for ſome time addreſſed himlelf to 
an old gentle woman of decayed fortune, wh@ had 
a young maiden to her daughter, of very great 
beauty, and not yet ſixteen years of age. The 
mother's extreme poverty, and the infinuations of 
this artful pander concerning the ſoft diſpoſition 
and generoſity of his matter, made her at length 
conſent to deliver up her daughter. But many 
were the intreaties and repreſentations of the mo- 
ther, to gain her child's conſent to an action, 
which ſhe faid ſhe abhorred, even while ſhe exhort- 


ed her to it: But, my child, ſays ſhe, can you 
ſee your mother die for hunger ?” The virgin ar- 
gued no longer, but burſting into tears, declared 


ihe would go any where. The Lacquey conveyed 
her with great obſequiouſneſs and ſecrecy to his 
| | maſter's 
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maſter's lodgings, and placed her in a commodious 
apartment till he came home. The Knight, at 
his return, was met by his Lacquey, (with that 


ſaucy familiarity, which Vice never fails to inſpire 
between ranks however unequal,) who told him 


with a diabolical exultation, „ She is as hand- 
ſome as an angel, but the fool has wept, till her 


eyes are ſwelled and bloated ; for ſhe is a maiden 


and a gentlewoman.*”*” With that he conducted 
his maſter to the room where ſhe was, and retired. 
The Knight, when he ſaw her bathed in tears, 
ſaid in ſome ſurprize ; Dont you know, young 
woman, why you were brought hither ?”— The 
unhappy maid inſtantly fell on her knees, and 


with many interruptions of fighs and tears ſaid-to 


him, Yes, Sir, too well, alas! I know why 
I am brought hither :- My mother, to get bread 
for her and myſelf; has ſent me to do what you 
pleaſed : But would it might pleaſe heaven I could 
die, before I am added to the number of thoſe 
miſerable” wretches who live without honour !” 
With this reflection, ſhe wept anew, and beat her 
boſogn. The Knight ſtepping from her, ſaid, 1 
am not ſo abandoned, as to hurt your-innocence 
againſt your will.” — The novelty of the accident 
ſurprized him into Virtue; and covering the young 
maid with a cloke, he led her to a relation's houſe, 
to whoſe care he recommended-her for that night: 
The next morning he ſent for her mother, and 
aſked her if her daughter was the virtuous creature 
ſhe ſo amiably appeared to be; the mother aſfured 
him of her ſpotleſs-purity, till at leaſt the late pe- 
riod, when ſhe delivered her up to his ſervant. 
And are not you then, cried the Knight, 2 
wicked woman, to contrive the debauchery of 
your own child?“ She held down her face «ith 
fear and ſhame, and in her confuſion uttered ſome 


broken words concerning her poverty. Far be 


it, 
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it, ſaid the Chevalier, that you ſhould relieve 
yourſelf from want by a much greater evil! Your 
daughter is a fine young creature: Do you know 
of none that ever ſpoke of her for a wife? The 
mother anſu ered, There is an honeſt man in 
our neighbourhood that loves her, who has often 
ſaid he would. marry her with 2001.” The Knight 
ordered his man to reckon out that ſum, with an 
addition of fifty to buy the bride clothes, and fifty 
more as an help to the mother.” I appeal to all 
the Libertines in. town, whether the poſſeſſion of 
mercenary. beauty could give halt the pleaſure that 
this young gentleman enjoyed, in the reflection of 
having relieved.a miſerable parent from guilt and 


poverty, an innocent virgin from public ſhame 
and ruin, and beſtowing a virtuous wife upon 


an honeſt man *. How noble an example is this 


to every generous. mind, and how conſonant to 


L 


the character. of that pure religion,” which we 


are told conſiſts in viſiting the fatherleſs and the 


widows in their afflictions, and in keeping our- 
ſelves unſpotted from the world!“ | 

 (6:). A Lacedæmonian, whoſe affairs. obliged 
him to go out of Greece, fell into ſome company, 
who were very inquiſitive about the conſtitution of 
Sparta. One of them, among other. particulars, 
deſired to know what was the puniſhment for Adul- 
terers ? The Spartan readily replied,, they had no 


Adulterers in Lacedzmon :. But upon the Queriſt 


perſiſting to know in what manner he believed an 
Adulterer would be puniſhed, that ſhould happen 
to be detected, I believe (ſays the Spartan) our 


Senate would order the criminal to give the perſon 


he. had injured a Bull, with a neck long enough 
to ſtand upon the continent of Greece, and drink 


*For ſome fine remarks ſuited to the ſubject, ſee the Guar- 
dian, No 17, 1 


Out 
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out of a river in Peloponneſus. Upon the inqui- 
ſitive Gentleman's ſeeming to apprehend, that it 
was abſolutely impoffible to find ſueh a Bull, Sir, 
{fays the Spartan) give me leave to tell you, that 
tis full as impoſſible to find an Adulterer in Lace- 
demon.“ 8 ; 
(J.) Henry the IVth of France was unqueſtion- 
ably one of the greateſt characters ancient or mo- 
dern, whether we confider the qualities of his bo- 
dy or mind, which hiſtory produces; yet an at- 
tachment to women, and an inſatiable indulgence: 
of his paſſions not only led him into a thouſand: 


actions, which tarniſhed his glory, but intirely 


marred all the peace of his life. It would be end- 


leſs to quote inſtances. The admirable memoirs- 


of his great friend and miniſter Sully, are full of 
them; they are indeed one continued admonition 
to the reflecting mind againſt the Vices of Impurity 


and nothing can be more melancholy than to think. 
that a man, whoſe humanity, generoſity and cou- 
rage were unequalled; who in the words of Sully, 


loved his ſubjects as a father, and the whole 
ſtate, as the head of a family ;** who was candid, 
ſincere, grateful, compaſſionate, generous, wiſe, 
penetrating ; and in ſhort endow'd with every great 


and amiable quality, ſhould be fo attached to wo- 


men and to luſt, as to render himſelf deſpicable, 
his wife and family miſerable, andas it ſeems moſt 
probable, his latter end horribly fearful k. 

(8.) The learned Selden, ſome few days before 
his death, ſent for Archbiſhop Uſher and Dr. 


Langbaine. Amongſt other matters he told them, | 
that he had ſurveyed moſt of the learning that was 


amongſt the ſons of men; that his ſtudy was filled 


* He was ſtabbed in his coach by Ravillac, who, as there 


were ſtrong reaſons to ſuſpect, was inſtigated to the horrid deed 


by one of the King's miſtreſſes. 


with 
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with books and manuſcripts, on various ſubjects; 
yet he could not at that time recollect any paſſage 
out of infinite books and papers whereon he could 
reſt his ſoul, fave out of the facred ſcriptures ; 
wherein the. moſt remarkable - paſſage which lay 
moſt upon his ſpirits, was this. The grace of 
God which bringeth ſalvation hath appeared to all 
men; teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live foberly, righteouſly 
and godly in this preſent world: looking for that 
bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; who gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem. us from all 
iniquity, and purify.unto himſelf a,peculiar people 
zealous of good works,” See Titus. ver. 114 


8 N The ſtory which is told of the foundation 
of the Monaſtery. of La Trappe, is remarkable 
and well atteſted: The Order is one of the moſt 
auſtere and ſelf=denying imaginable. Its founder 
was M. Bouthillier de Rance, a man of pleaſure 
and gallantry, who was converted into the deepeſt 
gloom of devotion by the following ſhocking inci- 
dent, His affairs had obliged him to abſent him- 
ſelf for ſome time from a lady, with whom he had 
lived in the connections of unbridled and. ſueceſſ- 
ful paſſion. At his return to Paris, he purpoſed 
to ſurprize her agreeably, and at the ſame time to 
ſatisfy his awn impatient deſire of ſeeing: her, by 
going directly and without ceremony to- her apart- 
ment, by a back ſtair, which he was but too well 
acquainted with. But, think of the ſpectaele 
which preſented itſeif to him on his entrance into 
the chamber |—his miſtreſs. dead] dead of the ſmall- 
pox | disfigured beyond expreſſion] a loathſome 
maſs of putrefied matter; and the ſurgeon ſtand- 
ing by, ſeparating the head from the body, becauſe 
the coffin had been made too ſnort— He _ 

.A0T 
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for a moment motionleſs in amazement, and filled 
with horror; then retired from the world, and 
ſhut himſelf up in the Convent of La Trappe; 
where he paſſed the ſad reſidue of his days, in the 
moſt cruelly ſevere and diſconſolate devotion. 

(10.) Wewill cloſe theſe anecdotes with a part 
of a letter inferted in the Guardian (Ne 123.) 
written in the character of a mother to one of 
high rank, who had ſeduced and abuſed her daugh- 
ter, and which gives a very lively idea of the af- 
fliction which a good parent-muſt ſuffer on ſo me- 

(0 My Lord, 2 0 ELF. 1 | 

Laſt night I diſcovered the injury you have done 
to my daughter. Heaven knows how long and 


piercing a torment that ſhort- lived ſhameful Plea- 


ſure of yours muſt bring upon me] upon me, 
from whom You never received any offence ? 
This confideration alone ſhould have deter- 
red a noble mind from ſo baſe and ungenerous 
an act. But alas! what is all the grief that muſt 
be My ſhare, in compariſon of that, with which 
you have requited Her, by whom you have been 
obliged? Loſs of good name, anguiſn of heart, 
ſname and infamy, are What muſt inevitably fall 


upon her, "unleſs ſhe gets over them by what is 


much worſe, open impudence, profeſſed lewdneſs, 
and abandoned proſtitution! Theſe are the returns 

ou have made to her, for putting in your power 
all her livelihood and dependance, her Virtue and 
Reputation. O my Lord, ſhould My ſon have 
practiſed the like on one of Vour daughters 


1 know you ſwell with indignation at the vety men- 


tion of it, and would think he deſerved a thouſand 
deaths, ſhould he make ſuch an attempt upon the 
honour of your family. Tis well, my Lord: 


ſtill, though it had been wiolated, you might have 
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maintained in plenty, and even luxury) of greater 
moment to her, than to my daughter hers, whoſe 
only ſuſtenance it was? And muſt my ſon, void 
of all the advantages of a generous education, muſt 
He, I ſay, conſider; and may your Lordſhip be 
excuſed from all reflection? —Eternal.contumely 
attend that guilty Title, which claims exemption 
from thought, and arrogates to its wearer the pre- 
rozative of brutes | Ever curſed be its falſe luſtre, 
which could dazzle my poor daughter to her un- 
doing ! Was it for this, that the exalted merits 
and godlike Virtues of your great anceſtor were 
honoured with a coronet, that it might be a pan- 
der to his poſterity, and confer a privilege of diſ- 
honouring the innocent and defencelefs? At this 
rate, the laws of rewards ſhould be inverted, and 
he who is generous and good ſhould be made a 
beggar and a ſlave; that induſtry and honeſt dili- 
gence may keep his poſterity unſpotted, and pre- 
ſerve them from ruining virgins, and making whole 
families unhappy. Wretchedneſs is now become 
my never- failing portion, & . Thus have I given 
ſome vent to my ſorrow, nor fear I to awaken you 
to repentance, fo that your fin may be forgiven, 


My Lord, 


| our Conſcience will help you to my Name,” 


END or Vo. I. 
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